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abundance, equine. See also cimarrones
(feral horses)

adaptation of feral horses and, 
central tension of, 
challenges to, , 
decline of horses in Americas and,

–
depopulation of Indigenous people and,



diezmos and, 
ecosystem strategies and, 
environmental and evolutionary affinity

in, 
expedition and, 
ferality and, 
husbandry practices and, , 
land use and, 
livestock populations and, , 
market prices and, , 
mesta and, 
outcomes and problems of, , 
overgrazing and, 
political ecology and, 
progress of Spanish colonization and, 
reports on Americas and, 
reproduction and, –
Río de la Plata, 

access to horses. See also licenses to ride
horses. See also Indigenous
equestrianism

as reward for service, 
Indigenous allies and, , , 
in Peru, 

prohibitions to, –, 
Relaciones geográficas and, 
status and lineage through, , –

Adolphus, Gustavus, 
agency and embodiment of horse, 
agostadero (summer pasture), 
Aguilar, Francisco, 
alarde (inspection), 
Albornoz, Rodrigo de, , , 
alcaldes de la mesta, , 
Alfonso X, King of Spain, , 
Alfonso XI, King of Spain, 
Almanzor, –
almojarifazgo (tax exemption), , , 
Alonso of Cuitlavaca, 
Alonso of Tuxchupa, 
Alvarado y Contreras, Pedro de, , , 
Andalusia

as breeding center, , 
decrease in quality of horses in, , 
king’s raza and, 
mules and, –
reputation of horsemanship in, 
scarcity of horses in, 
transhumance in, 

Andalusian horse, , , 
Anganamón, 
“animal imprint” in governance

structures, 
animal studies, 
Anzúrez, Pedro, 
Apache, 
Aragón, 
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Aranjuez, 
archery, 
archives and sources, , , , 
Argentina, –, 
Atahualpa, , , 
Audiencia de Hispaniola, 
Audiencia de Lima, , 
Audiencia de Nueva España, 
Augustín, Juan, 
Ávila, Francisco de, 
Ávila, Luis de, 
Ayala, Martín de, 

baldíos, –
Bankoff, Greg, 
Barb horses, , 
Battle of Centlan, 
Battle of Marigarenu, 
Battle of Mataquito, 
Battle of Pavia, 
Battle of Tucapel, 
“becoming”, –
Benson, Etienne, 
bestia de cargo, 
biopolitics
embodiment of horse and, 
framework of, 
taxonomies of difference and, 

blood purity (limpieza de sangre), . See
also purity

Bobadilla, Francisco de, , 
boundary work, , 
brands and branding practices
chain of ownership and, –
documentation of strays and thefts and,



horse theft and, 
imitation and, 
limits of information and, 
mesta and registry of, , , –,



in Peru, 
registration of, 
reputations of breeders and, 
“type” and, 

breed. See also raza. See also casta
colonial governance and, 
constructed nature of, , , 
contributing factors to, , 
Crown interest in, 
decline in Peru and Argentina and, 

determination of quality and, 
horses in Philippines and, 
hybrid crosses and, 
king’s raza and, 
legal definitions of, 
narratives about, 
national histories and, 
physical characteristics and social

function, 
purebred animals and, 
qualities of horses in Americas and, –
race and, 
regional designations and, , 
“type” and, 

breeding. See horse breeding
Buenos Aires, Argentina, 

cabalgadas (raids), 
caballaje (stud fee), 
caballería (land allocation), , 
caballería de cuantía (registry of cavalry

reserves), 
caballeriza (stable for stallions), 
caballeriza de la venta (stable for horse

sales), 
Caballeriza Real, 
Caldera, Miguel, 
Caliphate of Cordoba, –
Cámara de Castilla, 
Camino Real de Tierra Adentro, –
Caminos Reales, –
Cañari, 
caracole, 
Caribbean

culture of the horse and Spanish
colonization of, 

depopulation and displacement in, 
expeditions supplied from, 
expeditions supplies for, 
need for horse populations in, 
scarcity of horses in, 
supporting horse populations in, 

Carrillo Lasso, Alonso, 
casta. See also raza. See also horse breeding.

See also breed
andaluz, 
as constructed, 
breed, lineage, and, 
breeding inspections, suitability for war,

and, 
breeding selection and, 
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contributing factors in, 
contributions of stallions and mares to,



decline and, –
definition and use of, 
equine difference and, 
horse breeding and, 
horse breeding by colonial officials and,


horse breeding regulations and, , ,

, , 
Iberian husbandry practices and, 
inspections and, 
limpieza de sangre (purity of blood) and,



Mexía family and, 
municipal recommendations for

improvement of, 
personally bred horses and, 
physical size and, 
purebred animals and, 
quality of lineage and, 
raza as replacement for lineage and, 
region and, 
religious lineage and, 
reports on horse breeding and, , 
royal breeding facilities and, 
selective breeding and, , , 
Spanish horse and, , , 
use of term, , 
within framework of horse breeding, 

“casta paintings”, 
Castañeda, Francisco
fining and fleeing of, 
formal review of, 
personal supply of horses of, 
profiting from horse trade by, 
roles in Nicaragua, 

Castile
conflict in, 
horse breeding and, , 
horse ownership and, 
imperial governance and, 
knights and, –
licencias de saca and, 
mules and, 
reconquest and, 
scarcity of horses and, –, 
Siete Partidas in, 

Catholic Monarchs, 
addressing loss of horse by, 

centralized power and, 
inspections of horse breeding and, 
mules and, 

cavalry. See also warfare
Alvarado and use of, 
armor improvements and, 
Cortés and use of, –, 
Goths, Franks, and, 
Indigenous, 
Indigenous adaptation to Spanish, 
Indigenous fear of, –
“military revolution” and, 
tactics of light and heavy, , –
tercios and, 
transportation of, , 

Central America, , , , , , See also
Tierra Firme

Chachapoyas, , , , 
chalan (Peru), 
Charles V, King of Spain

Battle of Pavia and, 
information on horses and, 
mesta and, 
Mexía family and, 
on horseback, 
on mule riding, 
Ordenanzas de pastos y aguas and, 
proof of horse ownership and, 
territories in Americas and, 

charros (Mexico), 
Chevalier, François, 
Chichimeca, , , 
Chichimeca War, , 
Chile, . See also Santiago de Chile, Chile
Chiquero, Cristóbal, 
chivalry, , , , –. See also knights

(caballeros). See also confraternities
cierta marca (certain size), 
cimarrones (feral horses)

colonial governance and, 
as “counter-intentional form”, 
distinction of, 
domestication and, 
equine abundance, ownership, and, 
equine difference and, 
ferality and, , 
as natural coincidence and resource, 
origin of category of, 
origins of category of, 
other uses of term, 
populations of, 
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cimarrones (feral horses) (cont.)
prevalence of, 
raza and, 
sense of order and, 
transgressive behaviors and, 

classification
as area of study, 
brands and, 
casta and raza as, , 
degrees of tameness and, 
difference and “type” in, –
environmental influence and, 
equine difference and, 
imported horses and, 

colic, 
Colón, Diego, , , 
colonization, Spanish
“animal imprint” in, 
centralized control and, 
changes to colonial landscapes and,



control of livestock and, 
depopulation and displacement in, 
ecological imperialism and, 
estancias in Chichimeca region and, 
from ecohistorical perspective, 
horse breeding and, 
horse–human relations and, –, 
imperial power and ecological change in,



Río de la Plata and, 
scarcity of horses and, 
trade in horses and, 

Columbian Exchange, , , 
Columbus, Christopher, , , 
Comanche, 
“commensal” animals, 
commons. See also mesta
damages and, 
estancias and, 
horse breeding and, 
horse populations and, 
land use and, , 
loose husbandry practices and, 
mesta and, –
protection of, 
stockholder land claims and, 

confraternities. See also chivalry
horse ownership and, 
nonnoble knights and, 
providing a horse and, –

Conquest and Survival in Colonial
Guatemala (Lovell), 

conquest narratives
bells on horses in, 
fear of horses in, –
first encounters with horses in, 
imprint of horse in, 
symbolic importance of horses in, –
victory and role of horses in, 

Conquista y Pacificación de los Indios
Chichimecas (Sandoval), 

conquistadors
horses and legal language in accounts of, 
image on horseback of, 
Indigenous allies and, 
motivations for referencing horses by, 
wealth and ecomiendas for, 

Consejo de la Mesta, 
Convento de Nuestra Señora de la Merced,


Córdoba, Spain, , , –, See

also Caliphate of Cordoba
corral concejil (city council corral), 
corregidor de los indios, , 
Cortes (representative assemblies), 
Cortes of Alcalá of , 
Cortés, Hernán, , –, 
Cortés, Luis, 
“counter-intentional forms” of nature, 
Covarrubias, Sebastián de, , 
cowboys (United States), 
criollos (creole horses)

breeding regulations and, 
equine difference and, 
generation of, 
horses populations in Americas and, 
human intervention and, 
husbandry practices, breeding

regulations, and, 
in North America, 
other uses of term, 
romanticized descriptions of, 
types of, 

Crosby, Alfred, 
Cuba, , , 
culture of the horse, , , , –
Cusco, Peru, , , 
Cusi, Titu, , , 

damages to land, –, –
Damián of Mexico City, 
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daños y perjuicios (damages), 
decline of horses in Americas, –, See

also scarcity of horses
dehesas (designated pastures), 
Denhardt, Robert, 
depopulation, , , . See also

reducciones
Desastre de Curalaba, 
Descola, Philippe, 
Diálogos familiares de la agricultura

cristiana (Pineda), 
Diamond, Jared, , 
Díaz, Bernal, , –, , 
Diccionario de autoridades, 
diezmos (tithes), , , 
disease in the New World, 
Dobrizhoffer, Martin, 
domestication
civilization and, 
Darwin, taxonomies, and, 
definition of, 
distinction of cimarrones and, 
ferality and, –
influences on horse breeding and, 
loose husbandry and, 
Spanish animal husbandry and, 

Earle, Rebecca, , 
ecological imperialism and abundance of

horses, 
ecosystem strategies
coastal estuaries and, 
high plains and, 
islands and, , 
mountain valleys and, 
Spanish colonization and, 

ejidos (public pastures), 
embodiment, concept of, 
“emergent autochthony”, 
enclosures. See also mesta. See also commons
encomenderos, , –, , 
encomiendas, , , , 
encounters in New World. See conquest

narratives
entradas (conquest expeditions), . See also

expeditions
equestrianism, Indigenous. See Indigenous

equestrianism
equine difference, 
equine–human interspecies relations, , ,



Eréndira, 
Escorial Map of Spanish territory, 
escudo nobiliario (noble coat of arms), 
Española, 
Esquival, Juan de, 
estancias

grazing and, 
land use and, 
New Spain and, 
in Peru, 

Estete, Miguel de, 
expeditions

Caribbean supplying for mainland, 
challenges and failures of, 
livestock populations and, 
New Laws and, 
Peru and, 
profiting on horses for, 
supplying horses for, 
terrain challenges and, 
use of horses for, 
use of plains in, 

fear of horses, –, –, , See also
conquest narratives

feral horses. See cimarrones (feral
horses)

ferality
casta and, 
cimarrones and, 
control and, 
domestication and, 
empire and, 
equine taxonomies and, 
human interaction and, 

Ferdinand, king of Spain, 
Fernández de Enciso, Martín, 
feudalism

application in Iberian Peninsula of, 
definitions of, 
importance of horses and, 
medieval Iberia and, 
military use of horse and, 

firearms, 
Florentine Codex, 
Foucault, Michel, 
Francisco of Gamelula, 
Francisco of Suchimilco and Olaque, 
Fredrickson, George, 
frontera (frontier), . See also governance,

Iberian frontier
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frontier municipalities. See governance,
Iberian frontier

Fuentes, Francisco de, 
fueros (municipal charters), 

“gait-keeper gene”, 
game of canes. See juego de cañas (game of

canes)
ganadería (livestock raising), 
ganado mayor (large livestock), , 
ganado menor (small livestock), , 
ganado mostrenco (unclaimed livestock),

, , 
ganados cimarrones (unclaimed livestock),



Garay, Francisco, 
Garay, Martín, 
García de Castro, Lope, 
Garcia, Bartolomé, 
Garcilaso de la Vega, Inca, , , ,



gaucho (Argentina), , 
globalization and Iberian expansion, 
gold, 
Gómez, Francisco, 
González de Cuenca, Gregorio, , 
González, Rodrigo, 
governance, colonial. See also brands and

branding practices
authority for care of horses in, 
dañas y perjuicios and, 
ecological resources and, 
equine political ecology and, 
feral horse populations and, 
horse breeding and, , , 
horse breeding of religious organizations

and, 
horse breeding regulations in, 
horses and encomiendas in, 
horses and status in, 
illusion of control of livestock in, 
imprint of horses in, , 
Indigenous access to horses and, 
Indigenous equestrianism and, 
indio cabildos and, 
land use and, 
licenses to ride horses and, 
loose livestock and, 
mesta and, 
“New Laws” and, 
New Spain, mesta, and, 

privileges, land claims, and, 
protection of the commons and, 
regulation of horse riding and, 
Valley of Mexico, mesta, and, 

governance, Iberian frontier
horse breeding and, , 
horse registries in, 
horses and legal language in, 
human–horse relations and, 
imprint of horses in, , , , , 
innovation and, 
reports on horse breeding and, –
rewarding service to the crown and, 

grazing bans, 
Guadalajara, Mexico, 
Guaman, Juan, , 
Guanajuato mines, 
Guancanagaríx, 
guards of livestock, , 
Guatemala, , 
Guatémoc, 
Gutierrez Maldonado, Alonso, 
Guzmán, Gonzalo de, 
Guzmán, Nunez de, 
Guzmán, Nuño de, 

haca, 
haciendas and livestock populations, 
heredity. See also inbreeding. See also horse

breeding
careless breeding and, 
casta, pure lineage, and, 
crossbreeding and, 
environmental influence and, 
inbreeding and, 
selective breeding and, , 
size of horses and, 

Hermandad (royal policing force), 
Hernández de Cordóba, Francisco, 
Hernando of Tepeaca, 
herraderos (blacksmith/veterinarians), 
herradores (farriers), 
Herrera y Tordesillas, Antonio de, 
Herrero, Juan, 
Higüey, massacre at, 
Hispaniola, 
Historia general y natural de las Indias

(Oviedo), 
horse breeding. See also relaciones de la cría

caballar (reports on horse breeding)
adaption and inbreeding in, 

 Index
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Andalusian horse and, , 
archival documentation and, 
brands and reputation in, 
in Caribbean, 
casta and raza in, , , , , 
Chiapas and, 
Chichimeca, 
in Chile, 
cierta marca and, 
cimarrones and, 
colonial governance and, 
colonial officials, casta, and, 
colonial settlements and, 
colonization, territory, and, , , 
commons, conquest municipalities, and,


conflicts and opportunities of, 
conquest, colonization, and, 
contributing factors to, 
corruption of inspections, casta, and, 
Cortés and, 
criollo horses and, 
Crown interest in, , , 
Crown regulation of, , 
decline of, –
depopulation in Caribbean and, 
domestication and, –
in Ecuador, 
environmental influence in, 
equine difference and, 
estrous and, 
Europe and, 
examinations mares and stallions in, 
expeditions and, , –
export restriction and, 
frontier municipalities and, , , 
“gaited” horses and, 
goals of legal regulations for, 
governing conquest territories and, 
governors and, 
horse registries and, 
hybridity and constructed breed in,

–

improving the Spanish horse and, 
in Iberian Peninsula, 
inbreeding and overbreeding in, 
incest and, 
inherited infirmities in, 
king’s raza and, –
Latin and Greek sources on, 
loose husbandry practices and, 

López de Haro and selectivity in, 
management of castas in regulation of,


Mexía family and, 
migration and, 
mountain valleys and, 
“New World” horses and, 
Nueva Valladolid and, 
personally bred horses and, 
Philip II, new raza of horse, and, 
policies for, , 
purebred animals and, 
purity, racial thinking, and, 
quality and, , –, 
race and, , , 
registering and tracking lineages in, 
regulation of, , 
regulations of, 
religious organizations and, 
royal facilities for, 
royal inspections, casta, and, 
selective breeding and, 
as site of knowledge production, 
social hierarchies and colonial identity
and, 

social ideas of purity and, 
stallion selections and mare management
in, 

taxonomies of difference and, 
transhumance and, 
use of crossbreeding in, 

horse ownership. See also brands and
branding practices

categories of horses and, 
decrees for regulation of, 
environmental challenges and, 
frontier governance and, 
horse registries and, 
imagery versus reality of, 
knights and, 
monarchy, horse registries, and, 
monarchy, municipal governance, and, 
obligation to provide horses and, –,


power negotiations over, –
religious organizations and, 
social typology of horse quality and, 

horse populations. See also scarcity of
horses, See also abundance, equine

abundance of, 
Chichimeca region and, 
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horse populations. (cont.)
in Chile, 
colonial presence in Americas of, 
“domesticated” and “feral”, 
domestication and American, 
ecological resources in Americas and, 
equine political ecology and, 
market prices in Americas and, , , 
shipments to Philippines and, 
Spanish colonialism and increasing, 

horse registries. See registries of horses
horse riding. See also licenses to ride horses,

See also Indigenous equestrianism
Indigenous status and lineage in, 
mestizos, indios, and, 
novelty to Indigenous populations of, 
regulation of, 
social versus military skills in, 
Spanish governance and, , 

horse theft, , , , 
horse trade. See trade in horses
horse–human interspecies relations. See

equine–human interspecies relations
horsemanship
“airs above ground” and, 
as sign of nobility, 
Caribbean-bred horses and, 
diplomatic displays of, , 
nobility and, 

horsemanship manuals, 
horses
“absent-present”, 
in Americas, , 
Andalusian, , , 
appealing traits of, 
archival records and, , , 
Barb, , 
biopolitical influence and embodied

imprint of, 
colonial violence and, 
colonization and, , 
Columbian Exchange and, 
as “commensal” animals, 
confraternities and, 
conquest narratives and Indigenous

encounters with, 
constructed nature of types of, 
cost and Atlantic shipment of, 
defining Spanish empire through, , 
documentation of daily interactions with,



embodied entanglements and agency of, 
English, 
evolution of domesticated, 
frontier governance and, –, 
as image of Spanish America, 
imposing order and, 
imprint in Iberian history, , 
Indigenous access to, , 
Indigenous relations with, , 
knights and, –, , –, , , 
legs of, 
Lienzo de Tlaxcala and, –
military revolution and, 
military use of, , , 
mortality of, 
New World and ownership of, 
nobility and social mobility through, 
nobility, chivalry, and, 
nutrition and, 
political ecology of, 
“races” of, 
reproduction of, 
scarcity and value of, 
size of, , 
social hierarchies and, 
Spanish, 
Spanish typologies for, 
status and, , –
as symbol, , , 
Thoroughbred, 
as tools of resistance, 
use in expeditions, 
warfare and, 

horses and arms, –. See also horse
ownership. See also cavalry

horses, feral. See cimarrones (feral horses)
Hospital de la Veracruz, 
huaso (Chile), 
human–animal relations, . See also

equine–human interspecies relations
husbandry practices. See also horse

breeding, See also brands and branding
practices

breeding and race in, 
Caminos Reales and, 
cimarrones and, 
civilization, domestication, and, 
civilizing Indigenous subjects and, 
colonial governance and, 
colonial land use and, 
domesticated animals in Indigenous, 

 Index
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estuaries and seasonal migration in, 
horse populations and, 
horses and Indigenous adoption of, 
Iberian colonization and, 
identification of animals and, 
illusion of control and, 
in-breeding and, 
Incan, 
increasing and controlling population

through, 
loose, , –, , , –, 
mesta and, , 
mules and, 
political ecology, abundance, and, 
problems arising from loose, 
production of feral horses through, 
“racisms” and, 
uncontrolled breeding and loose, 
use of mountains in, 

hybrid crosses, 

in-breeding
building line of defense against, 
constructed nature of horse breeds and,



decline in casta and, 
purity and, –
raza and, 
regulation of horse breeding and, 

Inca, , , , , , –,


Inca, Carlos, 
Inca, Melchor Carlos, 
Indigenous allies
access to horses for, 
Chilean campaigns and, 
equine political ecology and, 
indios conquistadores and, 
Oaxacan, 
offers of land to, 
in Peru, 
privileges awarded to, 
rewards for service of, , 
Tlaxcalans as, 
use of knowledge against Spanish by, 
yanacona as, 

Indigenous communities
adoption of husbandry practices by, 
colonial governance and horse use by, 
fear of horses in, –, –, 
horse theft and, , 

husbandry practices and, 
importance of horses for, 
license distribution and towns of, 
livestock management in, , , 
misunderstandings of horses in, 
orientation toward animals in, 
responses to loose husbandry practices,


symbolic importance of horses for
Spaniards and, 

Indigenous equestrianism. See also licenses
to ride horses

access to horses in Peru and, 
boundary work and, 
confiscation of horses and status in, 
consequences of, 
cultural frameworks and, 
development of horse culture and, 
distinct cultural responses and, 
horse riding regulations and, 
horses as political and society mastery
and, 

Lautaro and, 
military effectiveness of, 
motivations for, 
New Spain and, 
nobility and resistance through, 
origins of, 
prohibitions, status, and, 
rise of, 
Spanish governance and, 
status and, , 
visual evidence of, 

Indigenous relations with horses
colonization and, 
Relaciones geográficas and, 
wide range of, 

indios a caballo, 
indios amigos (Indigenous allies), 
indios auxiliares (Indigenous allies), 
indios cabildos, 
indios conquistadores, , , , 
indios principales (Indigenous leaders),



infantry revolution, 
inspections of horses, , 
interspecies relations. See equine–human

interspecies relations
invernadero (winter pasture), 
Irala, Domingo Martínez de, 
Irigoyen-Garcia, Javier, 
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Jacobsen, Nils, 
Jaen, 
Jamaica, , –, , 
Juan of Coyoacán, 
juego de cañas (game of canes), , , 

K’iche, 
knights (caballeros). See also cavalry
biopolitical concepts of power and, 
Castile concept of, 
encouraging horse ownership among, 
firearms and, 
horses and chivalry and, 
horses as social negotiation and mobility

for, 
horses for warfare and, 
men-at-arms and privileges of, –
obligation to provide a horse and, 
protesting against owning and riding

horses, , 
requirements to become, 

knights, nonnoble (caballeros de cuantía)
confraternities and, 
horse ownership and, –
privileges offered to, 
ties to central monarchy of, 

Lake Nicaragua, 
Lalaing, Antoine de, 
land distribution, , , See also

encomiendas
land use. See also mesta. See also commons
commons and, 
husbandry practices and, 
political ecology, abundance, and, 
stockholders and, 

Landry, Donna, 
Las Casas, Bartolomé de, 
Lautaro, 
Lezcano, Maria, 
Libro de Cédulas, 
licencias de saca (export licenses), 
licenses to ride horses. See also Indigenous

equestrianism. See also access to horses
accommodation of elderly caciques and,


actual use of horses and, 
alliances and status through, 
attempts to restrict Indigenous access to,


cargo carrying and, 

Chichimeca War and, , 
conquest expeditions and, 
enforcement and justification and,



fines and sale of, 
frequency of, 
gender and, , 
increased requests for, 
indio cabildos, municipal office, and,



indios conquistadores and, 
lineages and status and, 
Michoacán and, 
North American service to Coronado

and, 
Oaxaca and, 
recorded permissions for, , 
regional distribution of, 
as reward for service, , –
social mobility and, 
Spanish development of auxiliary forces

and, 
status and lineage in, , 
as symbol of political and social mastery,



Tlaxcalans and, 
towns receiving, , 

Lienzo de Tlaxcala, –
Lima, Peru, 
limpieza de sangre (purity of blood), 
lineage. See also status and lineage mediated

by horses. See also casta
casta and, , 
crossbreeding and, 
horse breeding and purity of, 
hybrid crosses and, 
mules and, 
purity and, –, , 
racial thought and, 
raza as replacement for, 
regulation and, 
“type” of horses and, 

livestock guards, , 
livestock management, , , , 
Lizárraga, Reginaldo de, 
llanos (grasslands), 
López de Haro, Diego, 
López de Legaspi, Miguel, 
López de Velasco, Juan, 
Lopez, Jerónimo, 
Lovell, George, 
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Manco Inca, , 
Mapuche, , , , 
marismeña (marshland strategy), 
Marmolejo, Alonso de Góngora, 
Martin, 
Martínez, María, –
Mateo of Cherrpe, 
Matthew, Laura, 
Maya, 
men of letters and horsemanship, 
men-at-arms, –, 
Mendoza, Antonio de, 
Mercedes, , , 
Merino sheep, , 
meseta (high plains), 
mesta
appearance and establishment of, , 
brands and, , 
colonial officials, horse breeding, and,


control, abundance, and, 
grazing in Valley of Mexico and, 
identification of animals and, 
in Peru, 
Indigenous capture of roaming horses

and, 
Indigenous communities and, 
Indigenous horse use and, 
Puebla and, 
restatements in proclamations of, 
roundups and, 
terminology for animal ownership and,



universal regulation of, –
mestengo (mustangs), 
mestizo, 
Mexico
Chiapas, 

Mexía, Rodrigo, 
Mexica, –, 
Mexico. See also New Spain
Atlisco, –
Chiapas, , 
Chichimeca region, 
Guadalajara, 
Guyangareo, 
Huejotzingo, 
Maravatio, 
Mexico City, 
Michoacán, , , 
Nueva Galicia, 

Otumba, 
Puebla, –
Teotitlán, 
Tlalmanalco, 
Veracruz, , –, –
Zacatlán, 
Zapotitlán, 

Mexico City, Mexico, 
military service. See status and lineage

mediated by horses. See licenses to ride
horses. See Indigenous allies. See horse
ownership

military technology and horses, , –
militias, frontier, . See also knights,

nonnoble (caballeros de cuantía). See
also governance, Iberian frontier

Mitchell, Peter, 
Mixtón Rebellion, 
Mixtón War, 
“modes of interaction”, 
Molina, Juan Baptista de, 
Molina, Miguel Rubio de, 
montañés, 
Montero, Anton, 
montes and land use, 
Montiel, Gaspar, 
Morales, Luis, 
Morales, Pedro de, 
Morcillo, Alonso, 
Moreno, Río, , 
mortality of horses, –
mostrencos (unbranded horses), 
Motolinía, Toribio de, 
mulata, 
mules

animal husbandry and, 
horse breeding and, 
horse registries and, , 
nobles and, , 
regulating use of, , 
Spain and, 
undercutting ideal of the horse, 

Murcia, 

Nájera, Alonzo González de, 
“New Laws” of , , –
New Spain. See also Mexico

Caminos Reales and, 
feral horse herds in, 
herd management and, –
horse supply in, 
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New World, , . See also governance,
colonial. See also colonization, Spanish

Nicaragua, –
Nicuesa, 
Nieto, Francisco, 
Nirenberg, David, 
nobility
horse breeding as proxy for, 
horse ownership and, , , –
horses as social negotiation and mobility

for, 
Inca descendant claims to, –
“military revolution” and, 
military use of horses and, 
mules and, 

Noche Triste, 
Norton, Marcy, 
nutrition, equine, , 

Ocaña, Diego de, 
Ojeda expedition, 
Olaño, Lope de, 
Ordaz, Diego de, 
Orden de la Banda, 
Ordenanzas de pastos y aguas, 
Ordenanzas para Poblaciones, 
Ortiz, Alonso, 
Otomí, 
Ovando, Nicolás de, –
overgrazing, 
Oviedo y Valdés, Gonzalo Fernández de, 

Páez de Castro, Juan, 
Panama, –, , , 
paradox of abundance. See abundance,

equine
paso, 
Paz Maldonado, Rodrigo de, 
Paz, Pedro de, 
Pedrarias expedition, 
Pelantaro, 
Pérez, Hernán, 
Peru
breeding requirements in, 
corregidor de los indios in, 
expedition horse use in, –
horse trading in, 
Incan husbandry practices in, 
Lima, 
livestock supplies and, 
mesta in, 

poor conditions for livestock in, 
prohibitions on Indigenous horse riding

in, 
reducciones in, 
road systems in, 
transhumance regions in, 

Peru (towns and regions)
Arequipa, 
Chachapoyas, 
Cuenca, 
Cusco, , , 
Jaquijajuana, 
Jauja, 
Lima, 
San Miguel Piura, 
Saña, 
Trujillo, , 
Vilcambamba, 

Philip II, King of Spain
Caballeriza Real and, 
court culture and, 
horse breeding project of, –
horses to Philippines and, 
information on horses and, , , 
scarcity of horses and, –

Phillippines, 
Pineda, Juan de, 
Pizarro, Hernando, , , , , 
political ecology, equine. See also mesta. See

also abundance, equine
colonial environments and, 
colonialism and, , 
development of Indigenous communities

and, 
equine abundance and, 
horse populations and, 
Indigenous actors and, 
regional interest and, 
responses to ecohistorical change and, 

Poma, Guamán, , 
Ponce de León, Juan, , 
populations of horses. See horse populations
potros cerriles (untamed foals), 
principales (office-holding Indigenous

notables), 
probanza de méritos (Proof of Merit and

Services to the Crown), , 
Puebla, Mexico, 
Puerto Rico, , , , 
purebred animals, 
Purépecha, , 
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purity
casta, raza, and, 
constructed nature of breeds and, 
horse breeding, racial thinking, and, 
invention of breed and, 
limpieza de sangre (purity of blood) and,



lineage and, , , 
purebred animals and, 

race and racial thought
animal breed and, , 
animal point of origin and, 
biopolitics and, 
breed narrative and, 
casta, humans, and, 
horse breeding and, , –
purity and, , 
sheep herding and, 
terminology and, , , 

Ramírez de Haro, Diego, 
ranching, 
raza. See also casta
absence in legal documents of, 
blood purity and, 
brands and, 
cimarrones and, , 
constructed nature of, 
definition and use of, 
equine difference and, 
Iberian husbandry practices and, 
improvement of Spanish horse and, ,



limpieza de sangre (purity of blood) and,


lines of descent and, 
López de Haro and, 
purebred animals and, 
references to individuals, 
regulation of horse breeding and, 
as replacement for lineage, 
reports on horse breeding and, , 
royal breeding facilities and, 
use of term, , 
veterinary care, breeding, and, 
within framework of horse breeding, 

Real Sitios. See royal stables
realengo (conquered territory), 
Reconquest (Reconquista), , 
reducciones, , . See also depopulation
regional designations, . See also casta

registries of horses
horse ownership and, 
inspections and, 
militias and, –

relaciones de la cría caballar (reports on
horse breeding in Castille)

casta and municipal condition in, 
collection and preservation of, 
function of, 
importance of crossbreeding for Spanish
horse and, 

increasing attention to selective breeding,


information management and, 
raza and, 
regional horse breeding and, 
survey questions of, –

Relaciones geográficas de Guyaquil (Río
Moreno), 

relaciones geográficas in New Spain, ,


relaciones topográficas in Spain, 
reparmimiento (portion), 
reproduction. See horse breeding
Riberas, Juan, 
riding of horses. See horse riding
Río de la Plata, , 
Río Moreno, Justo Luis del, 
Rivadeneyra, Juan de, 
Roberts, Michael, 
rocines (horses of lesser quality), , 
rodeo, 
Rodríguez, Gaspar, 
Rojas, Diego de, 
Roldan, Luis, 
roundups, , , , 
royal stables

Carrillo Lasso critique of, 
critiques of king’s raza and, 
functions of, 
horse breeding and, 
new raza of horse and, 
Philip II and, 
Real Sitios and, 

Russell, Edmund, 

Salazar, Eugenio de, 
San Luis, Nicolás de, 
San Miguel Piura, Peru, 
Sanchez, Francisco, 
Sande, Francisco de, 
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Sandoval Acacitli, Francisco de, 
Sandoval, Gonzalo de, 
Santa Cruz, Francisco de, 
Santiago de Chile, Chile, 
Santiago, Juan de, 
Santo Domingo, , 
scarcity of horses
causes of depletion and, 
conflicts between Crown and

municipalities over, 
horse populations and, 
horse registries and, 
Iberian peninsula and, 
imprint of horse and New World, 
information collecting and, 
New World and, 
value and, 

Scobar, Mathías de, 
Serrano, Gregorio, 
settlement strategies, 
Short Account of the Destruction of the

Indies (Las Casas), 
siege of Cusco, 
Siete Partidas, 
sistema de castas (caste system), –
Sluyter, Andrew, 
sources. See archives and sources
Spain. See also individual kingdoms. See

also governance, frontier. See also
governance, colonial. See also
colonization, Spanish

as “exceptional”, 
expansion and consolidation of kingdoms

of, 
horse populations in, 
horses and transition to modernity of, 
imposing order through horses in, 
innovative influences of, 
medievalism of, –
scarcity of horses in, 

Spain (towns and regions)
Aguilar de la Frontera, 
Ávila, 
Córdoba, 
Seville, 

stables. See royal stables
status and lineage mediated by horses
access to, , –
exemption from tribute and, 
horsemanship and, 
identification of, 

imprint of horse and, 
Inca descendants and, 
obligation to provide horse and, 
prohibitions to access and, 

stirrups, 
stockholders, , 
Suárez de Peralta, Juan, , 
Suma geográfica (Fernández de Enciso), 
supplies of horses. See also scarcity of

horses, See also abundance, equine
access to municipal office and, 
from Caribbean, 
Caribbean depopulation and, 
Castañeda’s personal, 
Central America and, 
coastal trade and, 
conflicts over, 
Cortés in Mexico and, 
expeditions and, 
for expeditions, 
municipal privileges and, 
New Laws and, 
profits from shipping, 

Swart, Sandra, 

Tabascans, 
Taíno, 
Tamavaltetle, 
Tanta Condor, Alonso, 
Taqui Ongo, 
Tarascans, , 
taxonomies of difference, –, See also

race and racial thought
Taylor, William, 
tercios (military units), 
términos (city land grants), 
Tesoro de la Lengua Castellana

(Covarrubias), 
Thirty Years’ War, 
Thoroughbred horse, 
Tierra Firme, –
tierras baldías (wastelands), 
tierras de guerra, 
Tlaxcalans, , –, 
Toledo, Antonio de, 
Toledo, Francisco de, , 
Tomé of Huejotzingo, 
Torres, Antonio de, 
trade in horses

brands and, , 
Castañeda and, 
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colonial settlements, conquest, and, 
descriptions of horses and, 
diplomacy and, 
export restrictions and, 
market prices and, , 
permission to export and, 
Peru and, , 
regulation of, 
Spanish royal stables and, 
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