justice and peace in international af-
fairs. The Pastoral Letter was hailed by
liberals at the time as an important
anti-war statement in the face of the
Reagan military buildup and debate
over the deployment of the MX missile
which, it was argued, would severely
compromise the stability of the nuclear
arms race. The bishops were harshly
criticized by leading conservatives both
within and outside the government. For
her part, Okin took the bishops to task
for the inconsistencies in their argument
and for their conditional support of de-
terrence based on a counterforce strat-
egy. Using the very terms of the just
war theory the bishops invoked, Okin
insisted that the bishops had not gone
far enough in their condemnation of
nuclear weapons and war as an instru-
ment of international politics. She
argued particularly that the bishops’
claim that American Catholics might
serve in the military and in defense
industries without violating Catholic
moral teaching contradicted the
bishops’ own principles.

In “Poverty, Well-Being, and Gender:
What Counts, Who’s Heard?” (2003)
Okin argued that the conditions of
global inequality, global poverty, and in-
equality within nations constituted a
moral and political crisis. In this essay
in Philosophy and Public Affairs and in
other work that was unpublished at her
death, Okin turned her attention to is-
sues of material deprivation and vulner-
ability around the world.

For Okin, justice and gender were
not just of philosophical import, but
something she cared about with practi-
cal passion. She supported the organiza-
tion and agency of some of the world’s
poorest women in her work with the
Global Fund for Women. In the tradi-
tion of great liberals, Susan Okin gave
us political theory as advocacy, liberal-
ism as radical political thought. Unfor-
tunately, our conversation with her
about what liberal political thought has
to offer in dealing with the most press-
ing problems of global poverty and in-
equality was cut short by her premature
death.

Susan Okin inspires us in the pursuit
of justice not only by the force of her
keen intellect, but also by the way in
which she lived and worked: watching
over her students and egging them on;
helping friends and colleagues sort out
and develop their ideas; refusing to
waffle or shilly-shally; delighting in
cooking, swimming, and being with
friends; and manifesting unceasing at-
tentiveness to and pride in her children.
We honor her best when we emulate
her dedication to clear thinking, her

honesty and courage, her commitment
to others, and her passion for justice.

Brooke Ackerly
Vanderbilt University
Jane Mansbridge
Harvard University
Nancy Rosenblum
Harvard University
Molly Shanley
Vassar College

J. Ann Tickner
University of Southern California
Iris Marion Young
University of Chicago

Metin Tamkoc

The world lost a true gentleman and
a scholar—an aristocrat of the highest
order—in early 2004 when Metin
Tamkoc passed away in Istanbul,
Turkey. One of his colleagues described
him as having “possessed a rare combi-
nation of urbanity, seriousness of pur-
pose, and good humor. He treated
students and faculty alike with deep
respect and pursued the highest stan-
dards of scholarship.”

The involvement of Metin Tamkoc
in international affairs spanned more
than three decades. Born September 2,
1926, in Ankara, Turkey, he was a
graduate of the University of Istanbul
School of Law in 1950. He received
an ML.A. in international relations from
the University of Maryland in 1955
and a Ph.D. in International Law from
Georgetown University in 1960. He did
postgraduate work in international law
at The Hague. From 1964-1966 he was
a Fulbright Scholar and from 1967-1968
a Fellow of the North Atlantic Treaty
Organization. While at Middle Eastern
Technical University (METU) in
Ankara, he served as chairman of the
department of public administration,
dean of the school of administrative
sciences, and assistant president of the
University. He served in the Turkish
Armed Forces Command in Korea and
was a translator and interpreter for the
American Military Mission in Ankara
and for the U.S. Department of State.
Metin also served as a writer, transla-
tor, producer, and announcer for Voice
of America and worked with the Peace
Corps.

In 1964, Metin came to Texas Tech
University as a visiting professor. He
became a professor in the department of
political science in 1966, serving until
his retirement in 1994. He taught Inter-
national Law, International Organization
and Politics, International Relations, and
Governments and Politics of the Middle
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East. He was the author of numerous
articles in English and Turkish, as well
as eight books or monographs, including
International Civil War (1967), The
Warrior Diplomats: Guardians of the
National Security and Modernization of
Turkey (1976), and The Turkish Cypriot
State (1988).

In 1985, as the result of his extensive
contributions in international law and
politics, Metin was awarded the title of
“Professor” in all 27 Turkish universi-
ties by the Board of Presidents of
Turkish Universities. His passing leaves
a tremendous void among the voices of
understanding between the Middle East
and the West. One of his former gradu-
ate students described his death in terms
of “an overwhelming sadness and dev-
astating loss to the voices of reason in
the world of international relations.”

Metin was preceded in death by his
beloved daughter, Ayse. He is survived
by his son, Ali, of Virginia and his wife
of Cesme, Turkey. To recognize Metin
and his tremendous contributions to
Texas Tech University and the interna-
tional community, there will be a tree
planting in his honor at the International
Cultural Center. To participate, you may
send your contribution to Metin Tamkoc
Memorial, Box 43103, Texas Tech Uni-
versity, Lubbock, TX 79409-3103.
(Checks should be made out to “Trees
for Tech.”) The date and time of the
planting ceremony will be announced,
and all contributors will be notified
directly.

Clarke E. Cochran
Texas Tech University
Kathleen A. Ellis
Texas Tech University

Yang Wei

Yang Wei, professor of political
science at the Shih Hsin University,
president of the Vanguard Institute
for Policy Studies, Taipei, Taiwan, and
president of the Sino-American Cul-
tural and Economic Association of the
Republic of China, passed away on
March 3, 2004, after a valiant battle
with cancer. A political scientist of in-
ternational standing, Dr. Wei’s career
encompassed many different fields that
included professorships in political
science teaching and research, along
with presidencies of academic and
professional associations, and service in
the Republic of China (ROC) cabinet
and parliament.

Born in Wu-chan, Hupeh, China in
1937, Dr. Wei received most of his edu-
cation in Taiwan. He obtained an L.L.B.
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from the National Chengchi University.
After coming to the United States, he
received an M.A. and a Ph.D. in politi-
cal science from the University of
Oregon. On completion of his doctorate,
Dr. Wei joined the political science de-
partment at the University of Nevada,
Las Vegas (1966—1968) and then ac-
cepted a similar position at the Univer-
sity of Memphis (1968-1977). While at
Memphis, he was granted a visiting
scholar position at the University of
Michigan (1969) and at the Hoover
Institute, Stanford University
(1974-1975). He returned to the Insti-
tute in 1999-2000 as a Distinguished
Visiting Fellow.

In 1975, Dr. Wei returned to Taiwan
to become deputy director of the Insti-
tute of International Relations, National
Chengchi University. In the following
year, he was appointed to the Executive
Yuan (Cabinet) and was chose Chairman
of the Research, Development, and
Evaluation Commission (RDEC), a post
he was to hold for 12 years. During
this long tenure, he is credited with in-
troducing many theories and research
methods of policy and behavioral sci-
ences applicable to administrative re-
forms in the ROC government. He was
a strong proponent of the modernization
of Taiwanese society.

In 1991, Dr. Wei ran for and was
elected to a seat in the Legislative Yuan
(Parliament). During his three-year
tenure, he served as chair of the
Foreign Relations Committee. In this
capacity, he led legislative delegations
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representing the Parliament on missions
to France, Japan, Russia, and the United
States. Upon leaving public service,

Dr. Wei established the Vanguard Insti-

tute which he headed until his untimely
death.

Yung was heavily involved in re-
search. He was the author of numerous
books and articles on political behavior,
policy science, international relations,
and comparative political development.
His contributions are found in such
sources as the Journal of Politics, Polity,
International Lawyer, Studies in Com-
parative Communism, Asian Survey,
Asian Perspective, and Asian Forum.
Dr. Wei was also a member of Pi
Sigma Alpha, APSA, the International
Studies Association, and the Interna-
tional Institute for Strategic Studies.

Both as a scholar and as a practi-
tioner, Dr. Wei received voluminous
awards and honors for his many contri-
butions. A brief listing would include:
the University of Oregon’s Jeremiah
Distinguished Speaker Award, a visiting
scholarship at the Brookings Institution,
a Distinguished Visiting Fellowship at
Harvard University’s Fairbank Center
for East Asian Research, and a fellow-
ship at Columbia University’s Bureau
of Applied Social Research. He also
received awards in Taiwan for his
services in both the Cabinet and the
Parliament.

On the personal side, Yung was very
engaged and interested in all aspects of
governance. His interaction with his
professional colleagues was always

warm and stimulating. He was unique
not only in his conceptual theory-
building, but also in applying it to life
experiences. His entire professional life
can be seen as exploring the human
condition across international bound-
aries. Yung’s untimely death leaves his
many former colleagues and friends
with a great sense of loss and sadness.
Dr. Wei was a devoted husband and
father. His wife, Serena, was very sup-
portive in all of Yung’s undertakings.
She obtained degrees from both the
National Taiwan University (NTU) and
the University of Oregon. She served as
a professional librarian at both the
University of Nevada, Las Vegas, and at
the University of Memphis. After reset-
tling in Taipei, she taught at the
National University until she retired in
2001. Yung and Serena are the parents
of two daughters, Yvonne and Lynn.
Yvonne, the eldest, graduated from NTU
and completed graduate work in Sociol-
ogy at the University of North Carolina.
She then attended the University of
Texas (Austin) where she obtained a
Master’s degree in accounting. She is
currently employed by IBM as an audi-
tor and financial analyst. She is based in
Tokyo, serving as a field investigator.
Lynn, after graduating with honors from
NTU, has been employed at Yung’s of-
fice at the Vanguard Foundation in vari-
ous capacities. She is presently an exec-
utive assistant and program planner.

H. R. Mahood
University of Memphis
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