
PRACTICES OF RESTITUTION

Since the end of the Second World War, restitution in Germany – Wiedergutmachung – 
has been mainly understood as part of state or private law. This book offers a differ-
ent approach, arguing that authors and artists have also taken up a responsibility 
for restitution. Deploying the literal translation ‘making-good-again’, this book 
focuses on the ‘making’ of law, literature and visual art to argue that restitution is 
a practice which is found in different genres, sites and temporalities. The practices 
of restitution identified are dynamic, iterative and incomplete: they are practices 
of failure. Nevertheless, in this book, the question of how to conduct restitution 
emerges as a material question of responsibility asked through the making of texts 
and objects in different genres, including law. The resulting text is a unique expan-
sion and re-conceptualisation of the practices of jurisprudence, restitution and 
responsibility in the context of the aftermath in Germany. This title is also available 
as Open Access on Cambridge Core.

Laura Petersen is a Postdoctoral Research Fellow at the Institute for Inter
disciplinary Legal Studies, University of Lucerne, Switzerland. She is the winner 
of the Zipporah B. Wiseman Prize for Scholarship on Law, Literature and Justice 
(2021) and the Harold Luntz Prize (2023).
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Since 1970, the Law in Context series has been at the forefront of a movement 
to broaden the study of law. The series is a vehicle for the publication of innova-
tive monographs and texts that treat law and legal phenomena critically in their 
cultural, social, political, technological, environmental and economic contexts. 
A contextual approach involves treating legal subjects broadly, using materials 
from other humanities and social sciences, and from any other discipline that 
helps to explain the operation in practice of the particular legal field or legal 
phenomena under investigation. It is intended that this orientation is at once 
more stimulating and more revealing than the bare exposition of legal rules. The 
series includes original research monographs, coursebooks and textbooks that 
foreground contextual approaches and methods. The series includes and wel-
comes books on the study of law in all its contexts, including domestic legal sys-
tems, European and international law, transnational and global legal processes, 
and comparative law.
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International Journal of Law in Context: A Global Forum  
for Interdisciplinary Legal Studies

The International Journal of Law in Context is the companion journal to the Law in 
Context book series and provides a forum for interdisciplinary legal studies and 
offers intellectual space for ground-breaking critical research. It publishes con-
textual work about law and its relationship with other disciplines including but 
not limited to science, literature, humanities, philosophy, sociology, psychology, 
ethics, history and geography. More information about the journal and how to 
submit an article can be found at http://journals.cambridge.org/ijc
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