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Abstract
Despite a recent shift towards Global South-centred histories of development, women in and from Asia
and Africa remain largely neglected in the historiography. In response, this Arenas issue examines the
implications of situating the roles and experiences of women at the centre of historical analysis in this field.
Bringing together scholars with diverse research expertise, the discussion reflects on the gendered
meanings of development in twentieth-century colonial and post-colonial societies and emphasises the
need for an expansive definition that takes in social welfare activities alongside industrial and economic
projects. The forum explores some of the ways in which researching Asian and African women’s histories
of development present particular challenges while at the same time offering conceptual and methodo-
logical insights that are relevant to the wider field. ‘Sources’ addresses methodological, theoretical, and
ethical considerations in researching women’s development histories and offers pathways for identifying
and analysing marginalised perspectives in and beyond the archive.
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The previous sections have argued for the importance of drawing Asian and African women’s
experiences and perspectives into the historiography of development. But retrieving the historical
voices and experiences of women engaged in development in Asia and Africa poses a complex set
of methodological challenges, which are compounded for research that looks beyond political and
economic elites to capture the experiences of non-elite or subaltern women. Historians have long
pointed to the archival challenges of women’s and gender history.1 These challenges are
heightened by the fact that a significant proportion of women’s social and development work took
place outside government structures, and documentation of their activities was rarely preserved in
formal archives. The absence of official archival records relating to women’s contributions to the
development process helps explain the ongoing marginalisation of women in histories of
development more widely. Overcoming that marginalisation requires historians to make creative
use of informal collections including personal correspondence, photographs, and images, as well

© The Author(s), 2026. Published by Cambridge University Press. This is an Open Access article, distributed under the terms of the Creative
Commons Attribution licence (https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/), which permits unrestricted re-use, distribution and repro-
duction, provided the original article is properly cited.

1Nupur Chaudhuri, Sherry J. Katz, and Mary Elizabeth Perry, eds., Contesting Archives: Finding Women in the Sources
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as contemporary media and oral history interviews in addition to official archives. This section
draws out our experience of working with archival and non-archival sources in the Global South,
and the kind of contributions to the literature they have facilitated. Working with non-traditional
sources can present significant challenges. Expanding our understanding of development typically
requires substantial investments of time and money. However, we suggest that collaborations—
such as those demonstrated by this Arena—can be an efficient way to draw on skills, capacities,
and insights of historians working across geographies and languages.

The remainder of this article discusses some of the source bases that have underpinned our
work on women and development, and provides insights into their opportunities and challenges,
including some of those noted above. It builds on research we have already published and work
that is under way. It is not intended to be comprehensive, but rather serves to illustrate the kinds of
insights that can be gleaned from traditional and non-traditional archives, as well as the limits of
these source bases. Through this exploration, we hope to facilitate more nuanced accounts of
development in Asia and Africa, and the role of frequently overlooked agents including women.

Finding women in the archives
Feminist historians have long written of the limitations of the formal archive in documenting
women’s experience, with Gayatri Spivak adding that ‘If, in the context of colonial production, the
subaltern has no history and cannot speak, the subaltern as female is even more deeply in
shadow.’2 Kumari Jayawardena has shown that the struggle for women’s emancipation in many
late colonial contexts was bound up with anti-colonialism and the fight for national liberation.3

And yet, in the archive, voices of the ‘heroines’ of the nation are all too often sidelined by the
phalanx of national heroes who seized the means of political production following independence.
The post-colonial rupture could prove liberating, but in many cases, the limitations of colonial
archives were amplified by post-colonial archiving practices. The post-colonial archive, as Allman
observes, ‘is not the easy and direct descendant of the colonial archive’.4 Many independent states
did not adopt the same rules as colonial states in naming, preserving, or classifying their records.
In some formerly colonised nations, historians must also contend with the impact of decades of
political instability, military interventions, and underfunded archiving institutions. Some official
records have been lost, mislabelled, or simply uncatalogued, and, therefore, are unavailable to
researchers. In the case of Ghana, only in recent years has the Public Records and Archives
Department begun cataloguing and releasing records of government departments to researchers.
Even those collections that have been catalogued, however, are fragmentary. Many official or
semi-official records, which some scholars refer to as shadow archives, are still in the possession of
private individuals. Historians including Susan Geiger and Jean Allman argue that the andro-
centric bias of the archive has facilitated the active erasure of African women from colonial and
early post-colonial history.5 In the same way, the absence of women in the archival record of
development encourages the further marginalisation of women.

2Gayatri Chakravorty Spivak, ‘Can the Subaltern Speak?’, in Colonial Discourse and Post-Colonial Theory: A Reader, ed.
Patrick Williams and Laura Chrisman (Taylor & Francis, 2015), 82–3; Antoinette Burton, ‘Archive Stories: Gender in the
Making of Imperial and Colonial Histories’, in Gender and Empire, ed. Philippa Levine (Oxford University Press, 2007);
Frederick Cooper and Ann Laura Stoler, eds., Tensions of Empire: Colonial Cultures in a Bourgeois World (University of
California Press, 1997).

3Kumari Jayawardena, Feminism and Nationalism in the Third World (Verso: 2016).
4Jean Allman, ‘Phantoms of the Archive: Kwame Nkrumah, a Nazi Pilot Named Hannah, and the Contingencies of

Postcolonial History Writing’, American Historical Review 118, no. 1 (2013): 104–29; Achille Mbembe, ‘The Power of the
Archive and Its Limits’, in Refiguring the Archive, ed. Caroline Hamilton et al. (Kluwer Academic Publishers, 2002).

5Susan Geiger, TANU Women, Gender and Culture in the Making of Tanganyikan Nationalism, 1955–1965 (Heinemann,
1997), 10–11.
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National ministries of finance and development were slow to recognise the role of women in
development. But we have shown that the boundary between ‘development’ and ‘welfare’ was
always permeable, and African and Asian women were often most active in this liminal space. The
British Colonial Development and Welfare Act adopted an expansive definition of development
that explicitly included welfare. In Ghana, the late colonial government tapped the expertise of
educated women, who they believed ‘would strive towards using their knowledge, skill, and
experience in uplifting their less enlightened countrywomen to embrace the principles of local and
imperial citizenship’.6 Records from the Colonial Office’s Social Services Department offer a
valuable starting point for interrogating the gendered dimensions of social development in the
1940s. Complementing these are the recently catalogued records of the Department of Social
Welfare, housed at the Public Records and Archives Administration Department (PRAAD),
which allow historians to trace shifts in social policy during the transition to independence in
the 1950s. While fragmentary, these records contain personnel files and quarterly and annual
reports that provide insights into the vast network of voluntary organisations involved in the
project of Ghanaian women’s advancement. There is a distinct bias in the record towards
educated women, specifically mass education officers who were supposed to act as agents of
development. Beyond these categories and records, state archives are largely silent on Ghanaian
women leaders.

A wider range of sources is accessible in the archives of local institutions that partnered with the
government to deliver its programmes, or that independently catered to similar concerns.
Institutional papers can provide significant insights into women’s roles in national, economic, and
social development. Some institutions hold formal archives that are comprehensive, but in many
parts of Africa and Asia these tend to be the exception. More common are fragmentary archives,
often held in personal collections. The records of the Federation of Ghana Women, for example,
were kept at the family home of its founder Evelyn Amarteifio. While the family preserved these
records, their inaccessibility to researchers contributed to the marginalisation of Amarteifio and
the organisation she led in historical work. In 2009, the family donated the collection to the
University of Ghana, opening new scholarship clarifying the relationship between reform work
and development in post-colonial Ghana. Adwoa Opong is using this and other collections to
rewrite the history of Ghanaian development with women in the frame.7

The existence of institutional archives is contingent and often precarious.8 Not all organisations
possess(ed) the financial and human resources necessary to establish an in-house archive, or for its
ongoing management. In Indonesia, archives focused on women are often funded by subsidies and
connected to activist communities, rendering them more vulnerable to disrepair and decay. The
institutional archive of Kalyanamitra, the Indonesian institute for gender equality, is illustrative.
Established in Jakarta in 1985, Kalyanamitra became a thriving centre of knowledge about women
and gender in the years after the fall of the Suharto regime, drawing researchers from all over
Indonesia, as well as foreigners. Yet, nowadays, Kalyanamitra is barely hanging on: its facilities
have been damaged by floods and insects, and records are no longer catalogued but rather
haphazardly stacked in plastic boxes. The funding has dried up and its ongoing existence is far
from secure. This, among other factors, has motivated long-time feminist activist Ita Fatia Nadia,
who was involved in the establishment of Kalyanamitra, to start her own women’s archive, RUAS
(Ruang Sejarah Perempuan, Women’s History Room) in her Yogyakarta home. She and the

6Social Welfare Development Team, ‘The Role of Women in Local Government and Community Development’, RG 3/5/
124, Public Records and Archives Administration Department, Accra.

7Adwoa K. Opong, ‘“All That Is Meant by Citizenship”: Women, Social Work and Development in Ghana, 1945–1970s’
(PhD diss., Washington University, St Louis, 2020).

8Katarzyna Nowak, ‘Archives and Historical Perspectives in Researching Humanitarianism’, in Handbook on
Humanitarianism and Inequality, ed. Silke Roth, Bandana Purkayastha, and Tobias Denskus (Edward Elgar Publishing, 2024);
Georgina Brewis, ‘Using Archives and Objects in Voluntary Action Research’, in Researching Voluntary Action: Innovations
and Challenges, ed. Jon Dean and Eddy Hogg (Bristol University Press, 2022).
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volunteers who run this rich archive of books, magazines, and digital materials, however, are
concerned that they may not be able to continue their work in Indonesia’s shifting political
context.

Beyond the archive
Published media represents the most accessible source base for women’s role in development,
especially in the (still relatively rare) cases where publications have been digitised. Media sources
can provide important insights into development aspirations, and reveal the discursive framing of
development. Kirsten Kamphuis has used women’s magazines to understand how Indonesian
women from diverse social and religious backgrounds engaged with ideas of progress and
development in the colonial and post-colonial context.9 Raden Adjeng Kartini’s injunction for
wider education was eagerly adopted by nationalist-minded Javanese women in late-colonial
Indonesia. The editors of Pahésan (1937–41), a girls’ magazine published by a group of educated,
elite women in Solo, posited Kartini as a role model and called on (equally elite) readers to go out
and educate women in villages and poor urban areas.10 Muslim women’s organisations did not
look to Kartini in the same way; she was never mentioned in Soeara Aisjijah and Asjraqh,
published by Muslim women’s organisations in West Sumatra. However, the women writing in
these magazines also emphasised the importance of education.11 This was likewise the case in the
publications of the Protestant women’s organisation PIKAT.12 Magazines and print sources,
therefore, reveal that education was central to Indonesian thinking about women’s development
across the ideological spectrum in the colonial period.

Women’s magazines in the post-colonial period became more overtly political. Indonesian
women gained the right to vote after Independence, and many more became active in inter-
national women’s organisations.13 Suara Perwari, which supported the Sukarno government,
connected women’s roles more directly to nation building, political rights, and development
initiatives. By contrast, the Communist-affiliated Gerwani group’s publication Api Kartini
encouraged women to become active in communist mass organisations and the PKI (Partai
Komunis Indonesia, Indonesian Communist Party).14 The name of this magazine, which
translates to Kartini’s Fire, is an indication of the extent to which Kartini remained an icon of
women’s emancipation even as the meanings of development changed. Reading Indonesian
women’s press, therefore, is useful in pointing out significant continuities between colonial and
post-colonial development, as well as slippage between terms (as outlined in the Introduction to
this Arena).

Elite and bourgeois women were significant actors in post-colonial nations’ development
pathways. Like their counterparts the world over, educated women in India, Indonesia, Ghana,

9Kirsten Kamphuis, ‘Discourses of Development and Women’s Roles in Indonesian Women’s Magazines, 1920s–1960s’
(paper presented at the workshop ‘Voluntariness, Women and Development in Late Colonial and Postcolonial Societies’,
University of Erfurt, 4–5 July 2024).

10Markeni, ‘Dessa lief en led’, Pahésan 4, no. 4 (1940): 17–20. For more on Pahésan, see Kirsten Kamphuis, ‘AMirror for the
Modern Girl: Work and Marriage in an Indonesian Magazine for Young Women, c.1937–1941’, Journal of the History of
Childhood and Youth 15, no. 1 (2022): 93–111.

11‘Patoetkah perempoean itoe diberi ilmoe pengethoean’, Asjraq 1, no. 7 (1925): 137–9; Ramoeinas, ‘Kewadjiban iboe dan
bapa’, Asjraq 1, no. 8–9 (1925): 153–5.

12The same argument can be found in the earlier writings of Maria Walanda Maramis, the founder of the PIKAT
organisation: M.J.C. Walanda Maramis, ‘Kehormatan roemah tangga dan kehormatan isteri’, Tjahaja-Siang 49, no. 21
(1918): 1.

13Katharine E. McGregor, ‘The Cold War and Transnational Links: Indonesian Women and the Global Anti-Imperialist
Movement 1949–1966’, in De-Centering Cold War History: Local and Global Change, ed. Jadwiga E. Pieper Mooney and Fabio
Lanza (Routledge, 2013).

14Saskia Wieringa, Sexual Politics in Indonesia (Palgrave Macmillan, 2002).
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and elsewhere were eager correspondents and their correspondence provides crucial insights into
not only the work but also the mentalities of women working in development. Accessing this
material can, however, present significant challenges. While many families have carefully pre-
served historical documents, negotiating access to private sources held by families requires a great
deal of thought, sensitivity, and time—assuming it is possible to locate those family members in
the first place. Private correspondence is mostly fragmentary and often only from one side (those
who wrote on carbon paper bequeathed an all too rare gift to posterity). But it can provide a more
intimate, unmediated voice than published sources or official records.

The voices and experiences of non-elite actors can be accessed more directly through oral
history. Many of those affected by international development projects in the twentieth century are
still alive today. Historians including Kara Moskowitz, Sarah Foss, and Muey Saeturn have used
oral histories to document the perspectives of non-elite groups targeted for national and inter-
national development projects.15 The subjects of Moskowitz, Foss, and Saeturn’s books
acknowledged that, as non-elites on the lower rungs of their nation’s socio-economic and racial
hierarchies, their power and influence were strictly limited. But this did not mean that they
lacked any agency, and historians using their testimonies have demonstrated the complex ways
in which grassroots actors renegotiated historical development projects at the point of
implementation. Large oral history projects with peoples displaced by international develop-
ment projects, particularly hydroelectric dams, has further highlighted both the striking power
imbalance between states and international development agencies and the people they sought to
‘develop’, and the creativity and resilience of people confronting the adverse impacts of top-
down development.16

Darshi Thoradeniya has overtly pursued the question of gender in development through
carefully conducted oral history interviews that provide invaluable insights into emic inter-
pretations of public health in Sri Lanka.17 Her method reveals the importance of building rela-
tionships of trust and sensitive interviewing, as well as the value of intersubjective approaches.18

Thoradeniya’s work also underlines the tensions presented by the interviewers’ place within extant
social, cultural, class, and gender dynamics. The positionality of interviewers is a powerful factor,
and the reach and impact of historians who are ‘outsiders’ or ‘insiders’ can vary significantly.19 Yet,
oral history can also be a significant resource for political groups and social movements, rendering
oral history into an unusually powerful form of historical work.20

Historians seeking the voices of non-elite women in development contexts no longer available
for interview have had to think creatively. Literary works are not the most obvious choice for
historians. However, Anna Adima has used creative writing to better understand how non-elites

15Kara Moskowitz, Seeing Like a Citizen: Decolonization, Development, and the Making of Kenya, 1945–1980 (Ohio
University Press, 2019); Muey C. Saeturn, Cultivating Their Own: Agriculture in Western Kenya during the ‘Development’ Era
(University of Rochester Press, 2020); Sarah Foss, On Our Own Terms: Development and Indigeneity in Cold War Guatemala
(University of North Carolina Press, 2022).

16Olivia Bennett and Christopher McDowell, Displaced: The Human Cost of Development and Resettlement (Palgrave
Macmillan, 2012); Nandini Oza, The Struggle for Narmada: An Oral history of the Narmada Bachao Andolan (Orient
BlackSwan, 2022).

17DarshiThoradeniya, ‘“MedicalDoctorsDoNotAccept anyRefreshment fromUs”:OralHistory Interviews inaMedical Setting
in Sri Lanka’, Oral History Review 45, no. 2 (2018): 265–87. See also Darshi Thoradeniya, ‘Birth Control Pill Trials in Sri Lanka:
The History and Politics of Women’s Reproductive Health (1950–1980)’, Social History of Medicine 33, no. 1 (2020): 268–87.

18Marcia Westkott cited in Sondra Hale, ‘Feminist Method, Process, and Self-Criticism: Interviewing Sudanese Women’, in
Women’s Words: The Feminist Practice of Oral History, ed. Sherna Berger Gluck and Daphne Patai (Routledge, 1991), 125.

19Belinda Bozzoli, ‘Interviewing the Women of Phokeng: Consciousness and Gender, Insider and Outsider’, in The Oral
History Reader, ed. Robert Perks and Alistair Thomson (Routledge, 2015). See also Kristina Minister, ‘A Feminist Frame for
the Oral History Interview’, in Women’s Words: The Feminist Practice of Oral History, ed. Sherna Berger Gluck and Daphne
Patai (Routledge, 1991).

20See Robert Perks and Alistair Thomson, eds., The Oral History Reader (Routledge, 2015), Pt V, ‘Advocacy and
Empowerment’.

Journal of Global History 5

https://doi.org/10.1017/S174002282610062X Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1017/S174002282610062X


lived through the turbulent decolonisation period in East Africa.21 At a time when the state was
beginning to clamp down on opposition and public expressions of dissent, literature remained one
of the few avenues within the public sphere for political expression, although the Kenyatta and
Amin regimes would later stifle this as well.22 Women in Kenya and Uganda were active in
political and civil society spheres, voicing criticisms of new regimes and the status quo, including
through formal organisations such as the Uganda Council for Women or the women’s organi-
sationMaendeleo ya Wanawake in Kenya.23 Literature was another means of political protest and
women’s assertion of their rights as citizens, and is an important source in understanding histories
of development in the region.

Elizabeth is a short story by Kenyan author Grace Ogot, initially published in the East Africa
Journal in 1966, before its inclusion in Ogot’s short-story collection Land Without Thunder
(EAPH, 1968). It follows the protagonist, Elizabeth, a young secretary recently returned from the
USA, who is sexually assaulted by her boss, becomes pregnant, and dies by suicide. Ogot—in
addition to being a writer—was also a civil society and women’s rights activist. She considered
women’s rights as an essential component of Kenya’s push for development and, like others, held
that Kenyan independence saw little improvement to the social position of women to which
colonialism had relegated them.24 Beyond Elizabeth, Ogot’s works criticised various forms of
oppression and inequalities faced not only by women but by non-elite society at large, and the
ways in which they hampered Kenya’s post-colonial development.

Ogot had privileges of education and mobility that were rare for East African women at the time.
It is testament to her skill as a writer that she was able to act as a proxy for broader communities.
Nonetheless, the reality of low literacy rates in some Asian and African nations well into the late
twentieth century circumscribed consumption of the written word. Writing fiction, or contributing
to newspapers and magazines, was limited to an even more selective group of elite and bourgeois
women, meaning that published sources most readily provide access to the voices of a small and
select group of women. The perspectives of women from a predominantly oral tradition, or who
otherwise did not have access to publishing houses, are rarely illuminated by published sources.

Non-elite groups were, however, the targets of sustained interest by anthropologists, eth-
nographers, and other social scientists in the twentieth century. In their fieldwork notes and
publications, historians have access to social scientists’ view of the territory. The rediscovery of
post-war social science data has instigated a ‘social scientific turn’ in several historical subfields.25

In the field of development history, historians have examined social scientists’ influence in
constructing development as a field of knowledge and power.26 Sociology and anthropology were
intricately connected to the rise of international development as a distinct field of expertise. Iris
Schröder is turning to that work with a particular sensitivity to gender, showing how social
scientists were not merely interpreters of gendered dynamics in Ghana, but were also agents who
shaped discourses of gender and influenced development priorities.27

21Anna Adima, ‘Women’s Voices and Creative Writing as an Archive’ (paper submitted to the workshop ‘Global Histories
of Women and Development: Scales, Chronologies and Sources’, online, 25 February 2025).

22Ngũgĩ wa Thiong’o, Decolonising the Mind: The Politics of Language in African Literature (Pearson, 1986); Doreen
Strauhs, African Literary NGOs: Power, Politics, and Participation (Palgrave Macmillan, 2013).

23Aili Mari Tripp, ‘Women’s Mobilisation in Uganda: Nonracial Ideologies in European-African-Asian Encounters,
1945–1962’, International Journal of African Historical Studies 34, no. 3 (2001): 543–64; Audrey Wipper, ‘The Maendeleo Ya
Wanawake Organisation: The Co-Optation of Leadership’, African Studies Review 18, no. 3 (1975): 99–120.

24Tabitha Kanogo, African Womanhood in Colonial Kenya, 1900–50 (James Currey, 2005).
25Lise Butler, ‘The Social Scientific Turn in Modern British History’, Twentieth Century British History 33, no. 3 (2022):

445–50; Sarah Igo, The Averaged American: Surveys, Citizens, and the Making of a Mass Public (Harvard University Press, 2008).
26The most influential work in this genre is Frederick Cooper and Randall Packard, eds., International Development and the

Social Sciences (University of California Press, 1997).
27Iris Schröder, ‘Gender, Voluntariness and Social Scientists’ Expertise in Postcolonial Ghana’ (paper presented at the

workshop ‘Voluntariness, Women and Development in Late Colonial and Postcolonial Societies’, University of Erfurt,
4–5 July 2024).
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Others are engaging with social scientists’ raw data and original research materials as a
historical source base to understand development as a lived experience. Anthropologists have left
reams of fieldnotes, annotated photographs and films, and publications describing both the
contexts in which development projects were implemented, and the process of change among
targeted populations as they progressed. Some of this material provides rare insights into the lived
experience of groups and individuals who did not leave written accounts, and are unavailable for
interview. Agnieszka Sobocinska has used the fieldnotes and published work of anthropologists
working in 1970s Indonesia to better understand the social and cultural structures of communities
targeted by development agencies.28 But fieldnotes and publications are far from objective.
Historians of social science caution that these are heavily mediated sources that reveal as much
about the professional ideologies and personal subjectivities of the social scientists as they do of
the lives of people they observed.29 Can development anthropology reveal something of the
communities targeted for development, and the development process itself? Or are these sources
so compromised as to render them useful only for tracing the history of social science, and the vast
inequalities inherent to the development enterprise?

Working collaboratively
Finding and accessing sources documenting women’s contribution to development is resource
intensive, which underscores existing inequalities. In-country work requires language capacity and
interpersonal skills. But some source bases relating to Asia and Africa are better preserved in well-
funded Western institutions than in national repositories. The records of Ghana’s Department of
Social Welfare held at the British Library and the Institute of Development Studies at the
University of Sussex are more comprehensive than those in Accra; some historical Indonesian
newspapers, magazines, and other cultural sources can be found only in libraries in the
Netherlands. Passport power is important, with some scholars from the Global South facing
substantial barriers to research in Europe and North America. Conversely, research in nations
including India and Indonesia is becoming increasingly difficult for foreigners as governments
withhold research visas for those working on subjects that might be deemed politically or socially
sensitive, especially if research encompasses ‘protected’ or ‘restricted’ areas or peoples (many of
whom were targets for development projects). The gendered politics of both academic hierarchy
and family responsibilities also come to bear when research demands travel. This is to say nothing
of the environmental impacts of fieldwork-based research, typically requiring flights and therefore
emitting substantial amounts of carbon dioxide.30

Although the importance of recovering Asian and African women’s roles in development is
evident, this work must be accompanied by an acknowledgement of researchers’ positionality.
What are the ethical risks—the risks of misunderstanding or misrepresentation—that arise when
scholars in positions of relative privilege write about subaltern women, many of whom have since
passed away? How are these risks multiplied by differences in race, class, and culture? And how do
these risks balance with the urgent need to correct a historiography that is fast maturing, but lacks
a recognition of women’s experience and impact on development both as a nation-building and an
international enterprise?

These factors, among others, underscore the potential benefits of collaboration and co-
authoring. A carefully assembled team working together to uncover the history of a particular

28Agnieszka Sobocinska, ‘The Politics Machine: International Development Projects in Early New Order Indonesia’,
forthcoming.

29See, for example, Charlotte Greenhalgh, ‘Social Surveys’, in Reading Primary Sources: The Interpretation of Texts from
Nineteenth and Twentieth Century History, ed. Miriam Dobson and Benjamin Ziemann (Routledge, 2020).

30Carla Pascoe Leahy et al., ‘Sustainable Academia: The Responsibilities of Academic Historians in a Climate-Impacted
World’, Environment and History 28, no. 4 (2022): 545–50.
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region, group, or development project, can pool linguistic and conceptual capacities. If dispersed
geographically, they can spend more time in locally accessible archives or conducting fieldwork
while burning less cash and producing less carbon dioxide. And discussion and comparison can
help clarify and potentially mitigate risks of misunderstanding and misrepresentation. This co-
written piece has clarified the fact that conceptual leaps can come from collective discussion and
comparison of projects originally pursued by individuals. But research designed to be collaborative
from the outset, pursued by teams assembled across geographies and bringing together varied
linguistic capacities and viewpoints, could bring even greater contributions.

This section has illustrated the benefits and challenges involved in retrieving the role of women
in Asian and African development. Historians must be prepared to look beyond the archive, to
think creatively, and work collaboratively in order to unearth sources illuminating women’s
voices, experiences, and agency in the history of development. Doing so, however, is essential if we
are to revise the marginalisation of women in histories of development and unearth a more
complex story that accounts for women’s full range of participation and agency, and that revises
our understanding of development, its chronologies, and scales.
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