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ANADELI BENCOMO, professor in and chair of the Department 

of Hispanic Studies at the University of Houston, has written 

two books on Mexican narrative journalism and coedited a 

volume on transnational studies. Her current book projects 

include an exploration of contemporary Mexican authors 

called “[S]election of Reading[s]” and a study of journalistic 

accounts of narcoviolence by the writers of Generación ¡Bang!

WENDY B. FARIS is distinguished research professor in (and 

former chair of) the English department at the University 

of Texas, Arlington. Her publications include Carlos Fuentes 

(1983), Labyrinths of Language: Symbolic Landscape and Nar-

rative Design in Modern Fiction (1988), and Ordinary Enchant-

ments: Magical Realism and the Remystification of Narrative 

(2004). With Lois Parkinson Zamora she coedited Magical 

Realism: Theory, History, Community (1995). She is working on 

Carlos Fuentes, Ben Okri, and the relations between modern-

ist painting and literature.

GEORGINA GARCÍA GUTIÉRREZ VÉLEZ is a professor in the 

graduate literature division at the Universidad Nacional Au-

tó noma de México (UNAM), a researcher at UNAM’s Centro de 

Estu dios Literarios del Instituto de Investigaciones Filológi-

cas, and a former member of the MLA Delegate Assembly. She 

is the author of Los disfraces: La obra mestiza de Carlos Fuentes 

(1981), as well as of dozens of articles on Mexican authors, 

and has edited anthologies including Carlos Fuentes: Re lec tura 

de su obra: Los días enmascarados y Cantar de ciegos (1995), 

Carlos Fuentes desde la crítica (2001), Heriberto Frías: La escri-

tura enjuiciada (2008), and La región más transparente en el 

siglo XXI: Homenaje a Carlos Fuentes (2012). Her current book 

project explores Carlos Fuentes’s poetics.

JOHN OCHOA, associate professor in the Spanish and compara-

tive literature departments at Penn State University, University 

Park, teaches Latin American intellectual and cultural history 

and United States Latino literature. His current book project, 

“Fellow Travelers,” pairs works of travel literature from the 

United States and Latin America that share an interest in mas-

culinity, empire, and the formation of official culture.

FLORENCE OLIVIER, professor of comparative literature at 

the Université de Paris III Sorbonne Nouvelle, is a specialist 

in Latin American literature, a translator, and a coeditor of 

the journal América. Besides many articles and her contri-

butions to the critical editions of Los días ter re na les, by José 

Revueltas, and Toda la obra, by Juan Rulfo (ALLCA XX, 1996), 

she is the author of Carlos Fuentes ou l’i ma gi na tion de l’autre 

(Aden, 2009). She organized the international conference Les 

Lettres de Relation de Carlos Fuentes in 2011, attended by 

the author, and, for the Instituto Cervantes, created a walking 

tour of Paris organized around Fuentes’s life and works and 

available online (paris .rutascervantes .es/ ruta/ carlosfuentes).

ELENA PONIATOWSKA, an honorary fellow of the MLA, is a 

journalist and fiction writer living in Mexico City. Often focus-

ing on social justice, her more than forty books include testi-

monial narratives about modern Mexico as seen through the 

eyes of a poor woman (Hasta no verte Jesús mío [1969]), about 

the massacre of student protesters in 1968 (La noche de Tlate-

lolco [1971]), and about the earthquake that struck Mexico City 

in 1985 (Nada, nadie: Las voces del temblor [1988]). Many of her 

writings chronicle the lives of assertive women—such as Las 

sol da de ras (1999), about female participants in the Mexican 

Revolution, and biographical novels about the artists Angelina 

Beloff and Leonora Carrington. Among other awards, she re-

ceived the Premio Alfaguara de Novela for the novel La piel del 

cielo (2001) and the Premio Internacional de Novela Rómulo 

Gallegos for El tren pasa primero (2005), another novel. De no-

che vienes (1979) and Tlapalería (2003) are volumes of stories. 

Her newspaper interviews with intellectuals, politicians, and 

others are collected in Todo México (8 vols.; 1991–2003).

LUZ RODRÍGUEZ CARRANZA is professor and chair of Latin 

American languages and literatures at Leiden University, in 

the Netherlands. She coordinates the research project Re-

framing Reality, which studies the current uses of mimesis 

and text performance in Latin American poetry, narrative, 

and theater. In this role, she analyzes the work of the Argen-

tinean director and playwright Rafael Spregelburd.

JOSÉ RAMÓN RUISÁNCHEZ, assistant professor of Spanish at 

the University of Houston, is writing a book on the represen-

tation of friendship in Latin American narrative.

MAARTEN VAN DELDEN, professor of Latin American litera-

ture at the University of California, Los Angeles, is the author 

of Carlos Fuentes, Mexico, and Modernity (1998) and a co-

author (with Yvon Grenier) of Gunshots at the Fiesta: Literature 

and Politics in Latin America (2009). He is writing a book on 

literary and cultural relations between Mexico and the United 

States in the second half of the twentieth century.
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