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T
he a rt ic les i n  th is  issue of EPS 

a l l  address a n u m ber  of key 

q u estions  concern ing  the prob-

lems and i ssues that a re ,  o r  a rg u a b ly 

shou ld  be, at the top of the agenda of 

po l i t i cs teach i n g  and resea rch i n  

Eu rope .  O n e  o f  these concerns cu r­

r icu l u m  deve lopment and  what good 

po l i t ica l science curricu la  ought to 

look l i ke .  As h i g her  educat ion has 

i ncreas ing ly  become mass education ,  

so  there has  been  a g row ing  debate i n  

recent yea rs a bout the nature and  

characteri stics o f  po l i t ica l sc ience a n d  

other prog ra m mes.  Readers fa m i l i a r  

with t h e  processes o f  ' q u a l ity assur­

a nce' i n  the U K, for exa mp le ,  w i l l  be 

awa re of the ex istence of 'su bject 

bench m a rk statements' - wh i l e  d i s­

cussion of the content and desi ra b i l i ty 

of s i m i l a r  such statements has taken 

place in a variety of fora at Europea n 

level i n  the wa ke of the Bolog na dec­

l a rat ion (see for exa mp le ,  Go ldsm ith 

and Berndtson in EPS 1 :  3) .  I n  the 

Spri ng 2003 i ssue we pub l ished a 

piece by Gaby U m bach and  Bru no 

Scho l l  on  the not ion  of  a core cu rri cu­

l um i n  EU  stud ies and how such a cur­

ricu l u m  m i g ht be deve loped . I n  th i s  

issue,  Chri s  Ru mfo rd a n d  Ph i lomena 

Mu rray contest the c la i med des i ra b i l i ­

ty o f  a core cu rr icu l um i n  t h i s  fie l d ,  

a rg u i ng that  it  provides 'a  reci pe for 

stu l t i fy i n g  d e bate ,  boredom a n d  

sameness'. 

Pa rt of the d rive towa rds u n iform i ­

ty i nduced b y  t h e  'mass ification '  of 

h igher  educat ion has to do with the 

concom ita nt g rowth i n  pressures for 

q u a l if icat ions to be recog n ised , a nd 

th us  for degree prog ra m mes to be 

'compara b le ', across nat iona l  bound­

a ries.  Pa rt ly - and  re lated ly - it has  

to  do  with the  com mod ification  of 

h i g h e r  educat ion  - w ith  stu d e nts 

i n creas i ng ly  v iewed as  'customers '  

a n d  the prov iders of that ed ucat ion 

under i ncreas ing  pressu re to demon­

strate that  they  a re offer ing 'va l u e  for 

money' through  conformity to exter­

na l l y  i m posed cr iter ia a n d  proced u res .  

I n  a h a rd-h itt ing  crit i q u e  of  the resu lt­

i ng  ma nageri a l i sm in h igher  ed uca­

t ion ,  Pa u l  Tay lor  a rg ues that  not on ly  

is  ma nageri a l i sm m isg u ided a n d  i nef­

fective even i n  its own terms, but that 

it has  ga i ned the u pper hand l a rge ly 

beca use of the com p l ic ity of acade­

m ics themse lves, who have decl i ned 

to cha l lenge the l i n g u ist ic su bterfuges 

used to promote it or  the prem ises on 

wh ich it  i s  based . Pa u l  H i rst, i n  h is  

contri buti on ,  sees these prem ises as 

be ing essent ia l l y  those of econom ics, 

wh ich has promoted an obsess ion 

with 'tra nspa rency' a n d  'acco u nta b i l i ­

ty', at t h e  expense o f  ' so l i da rity, com­

m u n ity, loya lty and  bel i ef'. He  a rg ues 

provocatively that, l i n ked with the 

' new manageri a l ism ', th i s  obsess ion 

' i s  s lowly destroy ing  o u r  pub l ic  i n stitu ­

t ions and  many fi rms too .'  

W h i l e  economics has been the 

hegemonic d i sci p l i ne  i n  the SOC ia l  sc i­

ences for the l ast fifty yea rs, i t  l acks, 

H i rst a rg ues, ' models  of action  that 

a re broad enough  to acco u nt for soc ia l  

l i fe - even for ma rkets .' Conseq uently, 

' [w]ith soc io logy dead,  a n d  econom ics 
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red u ced to dog m a ,  pol i ti ca l  stud ies i s  

left with t h e  broader  j o b  o f  re-bu i l d i n g  

o u r  accou nt  o f  soc i a l  sol i d ar ity, soc i a l  

a ct ion a n d  the i n st itut ion a l  fou nd a ­

t ions for comm u n i ty.' If po l i t ica l  stud ­

i e s  i s  t o  r ise t o  t h i s  cha l l enge ,  then , 

accord i ng to Hi rst, it needs to pay 

attent ion to at least f ive theoretica l 

a n d  methodo log ica l  issues a s  part of 

its core agenda : the danger  of re- ide­

o l o g i sati o n ; t h e  hegemony of 

'American -sty le '  po l i t ica l sc ience ;  the 

deve lopment of a cred ib le  theory of 

soc ia l  acti o n ;  the re- integ rat ion of its 

sub-d isci p l i nes ;  the re- i nteg rat ion of 

h i story. A com b i nat ion of reflectio n ,  

a n a lys is  a n d  po lem i c, h i s  a d d ress to 

the d i sci p l i n e  w i l l ,  we hope, p rovoke a 

debate o n  these matters i n  the pages 

of futu re issues of th i s  journ a l . 

Sad ly, Pau l  Hi rst subm i tted h i s  

p iece j u st a few weeks before h i s  

u nt ime ly  death o n  1 6  J u n e  at  t h e  a g e  

o f  fifty-seven .  I n  her  tribute t o  h i m  

a n d  t o  h i s  work, Sa m a ntha Ashenden 

poi nts out  that ,  a g a in st both  ideo log i ­

c a l  and  apo l i t ica l  understa n d i ng s  of 

work in po l i t ica l  stud ies, ' Pa u l  too k  

serious ly  the t a s k  of th i n k i n g  both 

rea l i st ica l l y  and i m a g i nat ive ly  a bout  

contempora ry p rob lems . '  In  sett i ng  

out  h i s  agenda  for ' the  future of po l i t­

ica l stud i es ', Pau l  Hi rst l eaves us  w i th 

a p iece that exe m p l i fies  th i s  approach 

a d m i rab ly. 

Of course, p rovid i ng a forum for 

debate a n d  d iscuss ion a bout  research 

agendas b road a n d  n arrow is one of 

the centra l p urposes that a j o u rn a l  of 

th i s  k i nd  ought to fu l fi l .  We a re there­

fore de l i g hted to p u b l is h ,  i n  add i t ion  

to Pa u l  Hi rst's w ide- ra n g i n g  contrib u ­

t i o n ,  t h e  more specifi ca l l y  focu sed 

contri but ion  of M a a rten Vi n k  w h o  

d escribes the new research a g e n d a  of 

E u ropean isat ion - expla i n i n g  what  i t  

i s ,  w h a t  i t  i s  not, what  i t s  sou rces a n d  

i m p l i cati o n s  a re .  In re l a t i n g  

E u ropea n i sa ti o n  t o  t h e  t ra d it i o n a l  

i nteg rat ion l i te rature a n d  i t s  i m p l ica­

t ions for two- l evel  theor ies (,where 

nati o n a l  executives a re s i m u l ta neous­

ly i nvolved in  i nternati ona l  negot ia ­

t ions  a n d  barg a i n i n g  with domestic 

i n te rest g rou ps') , Vin k  touches o n  one  

of the themes taken u p  i n  o u r  sympo­

s ium which,  in  th i s  i ssue,  i s  d evoted 

to the Iraq cri s i s .  For, bes ides p re­

senti n g  a ran g e  of  perspectives o n  the  

or ig i n s  a n d  deve lopment of the cris i s ,  

the sym pos i u m ,  guest-ed i ted by Raj 

S. Char i ,  a l so shows how a lternat ive 

fra meworks for u n d e rsta n d i n g  t h e  

i nternat ion a l  system can s h e d  l i g h t  o n  

t h e  stances taken b y  i n d iv i dua l  states 

in relat ion to the cri s i s .  In offer ing  th i s  

sym p os i u m  we seek  to fu l fi l  a n other 

of the journ a l 's centra l rem its, n a me­

ly, to offer theoretica l l y  i nformed d is­

cuss ion of i mportant cu rrent  events .  

In so do ing we seek to a d he re to that  

i dea l  advocated by Pau l  Hi rst - the 

attem pt to ho ld  togethe r  both o bj ec­

t iv ity and engagement - m indfu l  of 

his stricture : ' Po l it ica l stud ies shou ld  

offer sol ut ions to rea l  po l i t ica l  q ues­

t ions based o n  its knowledge, a n d  

p u s h  t h e  n e w  q uestio n s  that i t  i dent i ­

f ies  o nto the po l i t ica l agenda - q ues­

t ions  of wh ich  pub l i cs and po l i ti c i an s  

a l i ke a re e ither i g n orant  or  fea rfu l ,  

a n d  thus  eager to avo id .' 

Jim Newell a n d  Martin Rhodes 
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