
editorial comment 

S
evera l  of the a rt ic les i n  th i s  

i ssue  a re both  t ime ly  a n d  re lat­

ed to a com mon theme. As we 

go  to p ress, the U n ited States govern­

ment  i s  t h reate n i n g  to b lock the  

retu rn of weapons  i nspectors to  I ra q  

i n  t h e  a bsence o f  a U N  reso l u ti o n  

spe l l i n g  out  'dec is ive consequ ences' to 

be faced by Saddam H ussa i n  i n  the 

event of a fa i l u re to d i sa rm . And ,  i n  

what  a p pears to b e  a n  u lt imatu m to 

the U N ,  George  Bush  has sa i d ,  'If the 

U n ited Nat ions Security Cou nc i l  won 't 

dea l  with the prob lem,  the U n ited 

States a n d  some of our friends  w i l l .' 

Bel ievi n g  that it has  a ' specia l  re l a ­

t ions h i p '  w i t h  the  U S ,  Brita i n  has  been 

Bush 's m ost s u pport ive E u ropean a l ly 

o n  th i s  i ssue .  Often i n  the  recent past,  

its suppo rt for U S  fore ign  po l i cy has 

led Br ita i n  to a ct in g  as  a l i n ch p i n  i n  

re lations  between the U n ited States 

a n d  E u rope .  And in view of the rather  

l ess g u n g - h o  att i tudes towards the  

p rospect of war p redom i n a n t  i n  other 

key chance l ler ies of E u rope th is ro l e  

has  acq u i red,  a n d  m a y  conti n u e  to 

a cq u i re ,  he ig htened s i gn if ica nce .  O n e  

o f  t h e  ways i n  w h ich EPS seeks to 

serve the po l it ica l sc ience com m u n i ty 

of E u rope i s  by carry i n g  p ieces g i v i n g  

b u sy p o l i t i ca l  sc ient i sts essen t i a l  

backg ro u n d  a n a lys is  re l ated t o  cur­

rent i mportan t  events . We a re there­

fore de l i g hted to pub l i sh  the  a rt ic le  by 

A l a sd a i r  B l a i r  o n  t h e  n a t u re of  

Brita i n 's re lat ions with the U S  a n d  the 

E U .  

T h e  U n i ted States' t h reat t o  b lock 

the  retu rn  of  weapons i n spectors 

wou ld  suggest that I ra q 's recent offer 

to a l low the i n spectors back i nto the 

cou ntry ca n not reso lve the  cri S i S .  

Com b i ned w i t h  Bush 's t h reat t o  go  to 

war p refera b l y  w ith ,  but  if n ecessa ry 

without,  U N  backi n g ,  th i s  suggests 

that an i nvas ion to top p l e  the I ra q i  

reg i m e  i s  n o t  a q u estio n  of ' if '  b u t  of 

'when '. 'We refuse to i g n o re ', Bush  has  

sa i d ,  ' t he  a g g ress ion  a n d  bruta l ity of 

evi l  m e n '. As Alessa n d ro P izzorno 

po i nts out  in  h is  a rt ic le  on  perspec­

t ives o n  democracy, ' Li ke a ny other 

rel i g ious  form,  democra cy ... wages its 

crusades .  These a re meant ,  we a re 

tol d ,  to abo l i sh  the p rese n ce of po l i t i ­

ca l evi l  i n  the  wor ld . Tra d i ti o n a l ly, cru­

sades proposed to  ach ieve the  same 

o bj ective by convert i ng  peop les  to the  

true re l ig i ous  fa ith . Now they h ave i n  

m i n d  a convers ion  t o  the true po l i t ica l  

reg i m e '. 

W hethe r  the I ra q i  reg i m e  rea l ly 

does  pose a m i l i t a ry t h reat ,  o r  

w hether t h e  cr is is  i s  a bout  a des i re to 

control the cou ntry's o i l  supp l ies ,  as a 

' po l i t ica l mob i l i ser' the  d iscou rse s u r­

rou n d i ng 'wea pons of mass d estruc­

t ion '  i s  c lea rly a very powerfu l one -

as  recent sh i fts i n  p u b l i c  a tt itudes 

towards the war testify. For i t  i m p l ic it­

l y  ru les out  a s  i l leg it i mate ,  o r  a t  the 

very l east eccentr ic,  o p posit io n  to the 

conc lus ion  d ra w n  from it ,  namely war  

as  a reason a b l e  response .  Dep loy i n g  

l a n g u age t o  w i e l d  power i s  of cou rse 

at the  h e a rt of p o l i t i cs a n d  h a s  

a rg u a b l y  b e e n  centra l  t o  t h e  l ack  of 

resi sta nce e n co u ntered by the U K  

government  t o  t h e  i ntrodu ct io n  to 
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British universities of auditing and 

'quality assurance' techniques in 

recent years. Here, the rhetoric 

deployed often surrounds the notion 

of globalisation, and the need for 

'quality assured' education systems if 

national economies are to keep pace 

with 'inevitable' forces of change. Yet 

as Charlton and Andras point out in 

their article, auditing as it has been 

conducted hitherto has been unable 

to measure teaching quality in any 

meaningful sense since the methods 

deployed and the assumptions made 

are simply not designed to yield the 

kinds of measurement expected of 

them. 

Despite this, the British Quality 

Assurance Agency (QAA) equated its 

technical definition of teaching quali­

ty with the notion of 'high quality', 

'which has to do with excellent out­

come measures, not system proper­

ties.' In thus seeking to get behind the 

public relations 'spin' of the QAA, 

Charlton and Andras might be said to 

be engaged in an exercise not alto­

gether dissimilar to the concerns of 

discourse analysis, which forms the 

topic of our symposium guest-edited 

by Terrell Carver. Particular issues and 

approaches in pOlitical philosophy and 

political theory will, we antiCipate, 

form the foci of future symposia offer­

ing, as this one does, a useful overview 

of the substance of a specific school of 

political thought. 

It seems to us that this is one 

important way in which the journal 

can fulfil its mission of seeking to con­

tribute to the development of a self­

conscious community of European 

political scientists. Additional ways are 

by putting members of the profession 

in touch with new information 

resources and sources of data, by 

offering a forum for comment and 

debate, and by hosting pieces on the 

'Deploying language to 

wield power is of course at 

the heart of politics and 

has arguably been central 

to the lack of resistance 

encountered by the UK 

government to the 

introduction to British 

universities of auditing and 

'quality assurance' 

techniques in recent years. ' 

nature of the profession itself. T he 

piece by Voerman et al. speaks to the 

first of these concerns; the pieces by 

Forrestier and McRae to the second, 

and the pieces by Manteltasche and 

Oldersma to the third. 

Jim Newell and Martin Rhodes 
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