Contested Commemorations

This innovative study of remembrance in Weimar Germany analyses
how experiences and memories of the Great War were transformed
along political lines after 1918. Examining the symbolism, lan-
guage and performative power of public commemoration, Benjamin
Ziemann reveals how individual recollections fed into the public nar-
rative of the experience of war. Challenging conventional wisdom
that nationalist narratives dominated commemoration, this book
demonstrates that Social Democrat war veterans participated in the
commemoration of the war at all levels: supporting the ‘no more war’
movement, mourning the fallen at war memorials and demanding
a politics of international solidarity. It describes how the moderate
socialist left related the legitimacy of the Republic to their experiences
in the Imperial Army, and acknowledged the military defeat of 1918
as a moment of liberation. This is the first comprehensive analysis of
war remembrances in post-war Germany and a radical reassessment
of the democratic potential of the Weimar Republic.

BENJAMIN ZIEMANN is Professor of Modern German History at the
University of Sheffield. An expert on the social, political and cultural
history of modern Germany, his many previous books include War
Experiences in Rural Germany, 1914—1923 (2007) and German Soldiers
of the Great War: Letters and Eyewitness Accounts (co-edited with Bernd
Ulrich, 2010).
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In recent years the field of modern history has been enriched by the exploration
of two parallel histories. These are the social and cultural history of armed
conflict, and the impact of military events on social and cultural history.

Studies in the Social and Cultural History of Modern Warfare presents the fruits
of this growing area of research, reflecting both the colonisation of military
history by cultural historians and the reciprocal interest of military historians
in social and cultural history, to the benefit of both. The series offers the lat-
est scholarship in European and non-European events from the 1850s to the
present day.

A full list of titles in the series can be found at:
www.cambridge.org/modernwarfare

Downloaded from https://www.cambridge.org/core. UNIVERSIDAD AUTONOMA METROPOLITANA, on 14 Nov 2026 at 03:49:18, subject to the
Cambridge Core terms of use, available at https://www.cambridge.org/core/terms. https://doi.org/10.1017/CBO9781139237062


http://www.cambridge.org/modernwarfare
https://www.cambridge.org/core/terms
https://doi.org/10.1017/CBO9781139237062
https://www.cambridge.org/core

Contested Commemorations

Republican War Veterans and Weimar
Political Culture

Benjamin Ziemann
University of Sheffield

3 CAMBRIDGE

UNIVERSITY PRESS

Downloaded from https://www.cambridge.org/core. UNIVERSIDAD AUTONOMA METROPOLITANA, on 14 Nov 2026 at 03:49:18, subject to the
Cambridge Core terms of use, available at https://www.cambridge.org/core/terms. https://doi.org/10.1017/CB0O9781139237062


https://www.cambridge.org/core/terms
https://doi.org/10.1017/CBO9781139237062
https://www.cambridge.org/core

CAMBRIDGE

¥ UNIVERSITY PRESS

University Printing House, Cambridge cB2 88s, United Kingdom

Cambridge University Press is part of the University of Cambridge.

It furthers the University’s mission by disseminating knowledge in the pursuit of
education, learning and research at the highest international levels of excellence.

www.cambridge.org
Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9781107028890

© Benjamin Ziemann 2013

This work is in copyright. It is subject to statutory exceptions and to the provisions

of relevant licensing agreements; with the exception of the Creative Commons version
the link for which is provided below, no reproduction of any part of this work may
take place without the written permission of Cambridge University Press.

An online version of this work is published at doi.org/10.1017/9781139237062

under a Creative Commons Open Access licence cC-BY-NC-ND 4.0 which permits
re-use, distribution and reproduction in any medium for non-commercial purposes
providing appropriate credit to the original work is given. You may not distribute
derivative works without permission. To view a copy of this licence, visit
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0

All versions of this work may contain content reproduced under license from third
parties. Permission to reproduce this third-party content must be obtained from these
third-parties directly.

When citing this work, please include a reference to the por 10.1017/9781139237062

First published 2013
First paperback edition 2016

A catalogue record for this publication is available from the British Library

Library of Congress Cataloguing in Publication data

Ziemann, Benjamin.
Contested commemorations : republican war veterans and Weimar
political culture / by Benjamin Ziemann.

p. cm. - (Studies in the social and cultural history of modern warfare)

Includes bibliographical references and index.
ISBN 978-1-107-02889-0 (hardback)
1. World War, 1914-1918-Veterans—Germany. 2. World War,
1914-1918-Influence. 3. World War, 1914-1918-Personal
narratives, German. 4. World War, 1914-1918-Social aspects—
Germany. 5. Veterans—-Germany-History—2oth century. 6. Political
culture-Germany-History—2oth century. 7. War memorials—
Germany-History-2oth century. 8. Memory-Political aspects—
Germany-History—2oth century. 9. Germany-Politics and
government-1918-1933. 10. Germany-Social
conditions-1918-1933. I. Title.
DD238.254 2013
940.46094309042-dc23
2012024506

ISBN 978-1-107-02889-0 Hardback
ISBN 978-1-107-63183-0 Paperback

Cambridge University Press has no responsibility for the persistence or accuracy
of URLSs for external or third-party internet websites referred to in this publication,
and does not guarantee that any content on such websites is, or will remain,
accurate or appropriate.

Downloaded from https://www.cambridge.org/core. UNIVERSIDAD AUTONOMA METROPOLITANA, on 14 Nov 2026 at 03:49:18, subject to the
Cambridge Core terms of use, available at https://www.cambridge.org/core/terms. https://doi.org/10.1017/CB0O9781139237062


http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org/9781107028890
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0
http://dx.soi.org/doi.org/10.1017/9781139237062
http://dx.soi.org/doi.org/10.1017/9781139237062
https://www.cambridge.org/core/terms
https://doi.org/10.1017/CBO9781139237062
https://www.cambridge.org/core

