
   Contested Commemorations 

  This innovative study of remembrance in Weimar Germany analyses 
how experiences and memories of the Great War were transformed 
along political lines after 1918. Examining the symbolism, lan-
guage and performative power of public commemoration, Benjamin 
Ziemann reveals how individual recollections fed into the public nar-
rative of the experience of war. Challenging conventional wisdom 
that nationalist narratives dominated commemoration, this book 
demonstrates that Social Democrat war veterans participated in the 
commemoration of the war at all levels: supporting the ‘no more war’ 
movement, mourning the fallen at war memorials and demanding 
a politics of international solidarity. It describes how the moderate 
socialist left related the legitimacy of the Republic to their experiences 
in the Imperial Army, and acknowledged the military defeat of 1918 
as a moment of liberation. This is the fi rst comprehensive analysis of 
war remembrances in post-war Germany and a radical reassessment 
of the democratic potential of the Weimar Republic. 

  B E N J A M I N Z I E M A N N  is Professor of Modern German History at the 
University of Sheffi eld. An expert on the social, political and cultural 
history of modern Germany, his many previous books include  War 
Experiences in Rural Germany, 1914–1923  (2007) and  German Soldiers 
of the Great War: Letters and Eyewitness Accounts  (co-edited with Bernd 
Ulrich, 2010).    
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   In recent years the fi eld of modern history has been enriched by the exploration 
of two parallel histories. These are the social and cultural history of armed 
confl ict, and the impact of military events on social and cultural history. 

  Studies in the Social and Cultural History of Modern Warfare  presents the fruits 
of this growing area of research, refl ecting both the colonisation of military 
history by cultural historians and the reciprocal interest of military historians 
in social and cultural history, to the benefi t of both. The series offers the lat-
est scholarship in European and non-European events from the 1850s to the 
present day. 

  A full list of titles in the series can be found at:  
 www.cambridge.org/modernwarfare   
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