SCALE, CRISIS, AND THE MODERN NOVEL

At the turn of the twentieth century, novelists faced an unprecedented
crisis of scale. While exponential increases in industrial production,
resource extraction, and technological complexity accelerated daily
life, growing concerns about deep time, evolution, globalization, and
extinction destabilized scale’s value as a measure of reality. Here,
Aaron Rosenberg examines how four novelists moved radically
beyond novelistic realism, repurposing the genres — romance, melo-
drama, gothic, and epic — it had ostensibly superseded. He demon-
strates how H. G. Wells, Thomas Hardy, Joseph Conrad, and
Virginia Woolf engaged with climatic and ecological crises that persist
today, requiring us to navigate multiple temporal and spatial scales
simultaneously. The volume shows that problems of scale constrain
our responses to crisis by shaping the linguistic, aesthetic, and narra-
tive structures through which we imagine it. This title is part of the
Flip it Open Programme and may also be available Open Access.
Check our website Cambridge Core for details.

AARON ROSENBERG is Lecturer in Literary Studies, 1870-1930 at
King’s College London. His research focuses on nineteenth- and
twentieth-century literature, ecocriticism, and the environmental
humanities.
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Nineteenth-century literature and culture have proved a rich field for
interdisciplinary studies. Since 1994, books in this series have tracked the
intersections and tensions between Victorian literature and the visual arts, politics,
gender and sexuality, race, social organisation, economic life, technical innovations,
scientific thought — in short, culture in its broadest sense. Many of our books are
now classics in a field which since the series’ inception has seen powerful
engagements with Marxism, feminism, visual studies, post-colonialism, critical
race studies, new historicism, new formalism, transnationalism, queer studies,
human rights and liberalism, disability studies and global studies. Theoretical
challenges and historiographical shifts continue to unsettle scholarship on the
nineteenth century in productive ways. New work on the body and the senses, the
environment and climate, race and the decolonisation of literary studies, biopolitics
and materiality, the animal and the human, the local and the global, politics and
form, queerness and gender identities, and intersectional theory is re-animating the
field. This series aims to accommodate and promote the most interesting work being
undertaken on the frontiers of nineteenth-century literary studies, connecting the
field with the urgent critical questions that are being asked today. We seek to publish
work from a diverse range of authors, and stand for anti-racism, anti-colonialism
and against discrimination in all forms.

A complete list of titles published will be found at the end of the book.
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