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242 ROMAN BRITAIN IN 2006
I. Sites Explored

Sites included in this summary are listed according to the new unitary authority boundaries
introduced in 1996.

1. WALES
By BARRY C. BURNHAM

BRIDGEND

(1) Aberkenfig: 44 base radiates down to A.D. 274, representing strays from a hoard found in
the 1870s.! The hoard now numbers c. 594 coins. Found during metal-detecting.?

CARDIFF

(1) Cardiff Castle: 620+ radiate imitations (‘minims’) down to c¢. A.D. 280s, found in
association with ferrous scrap during the excavation of a pit fill.3

(2) Trowbridge, land between Crickhowell Road and Willowbrook Drive (ST 2354 8036):
following evaluation in 2005* an area of 0.48 ha was excavated, immediately adjacent to the
alluvium of the Wentlooge Levels. The earliest Roman activity comprised several second- to
third-century drainage ditches, one of which appears to define the settlement limits. A later ditch
formed two sides of a large compound, within one corner of which a sub-rectangular ditched
enclosure, c. 65 m long by 25 m wide, was subsequently created. This latter contained a rectangular
spread of metalling, a small timber structure associated with iron smithing, and various post-holes,
all dating to the late third or fourth century A.D. The fills of its ditch contained a much higher level
of material than earlier features, including charred and waterlogged plant remains, animal bone,
slag, coal, pottery, and a second-century copper-alloy enamelled umbonate disc brooch. Upcast
from a ditch associated with the final phase of activity sealed the sub-enclosure ditch.?

CARMARTHENSHIRE
(1) Dryslwyn: 13 copper-alloy nummi down to A.D. 367-82, found during metal-detecting.®

(2) Laugharne area: 2,366 base radiates down to c. A.D. 290, found during agricultural
drainage work.”

(3) Llanddowror, Vaynor Farm (SN 2470 1417): the uppermost ditch fills of a prehistoric
henge monument yielded pottery of the first to third centuries A.D. A four-post timber structure
and a cremation burial set into the infilled ditch are probably of late Iron Age or Roman date.?

(4) Llandovery, Lanfair-ar-y-Bryn (SN 77145 35341): following large-scale geophysical
survey in 2004 and 2005,° seven trial trenches were excavated ahead of a proposed road

I See Cardiff Naturalists’ Society Report and Transactions 11 (1879), 44—7; Bull. Board Celtic Studies 4 (1927—
9), 255.

2 Information from Mr E. Besly, National Museum of Wales.

3 Information from Mr E. Besly, National Museum of Wales.

4 For previous work see Britannia 37 (2006), 370.

5 Work supervised for Cotswold Archaeology by M. Brett and M. Alexander. Mr N. Holbrook sent information.

6 Information from Mr E. Besly, National Museum of Wales.

7 Information from Mr E. Besly, National Museum of Wales.

8 Work on behalf of RSK Group plc and Nacap Land and Marine JV for National Grid was undertaken for
Cotswold Archaeology by K. Cullen, A. Barber and C. Bateman. Mr N. Holbrook sent information.

9 For previous work see Britannia 36 (2005), 385-7, fig. 2; 37 (2006), 370-1, fig. 3.
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FIG. 2. Llandovery: layout of the trial trenches in relation to the results of the magnetometer surveys.
(Plan supplied by K. Murphy, Cambria Archaeology)

improvement (FIG. 2). A well-preserved metalled road surface was discovered in all areas,
flanked by several phases of associated vicus structures, which had encroached onto the road
itself. Within Trench 6 the three defensive ditches visible on the geophysical survey were all
encountered, as was the associated rampart material and a series of inter-cutting pits. These are
particularly significant as they indicate the existence of an earlier and larger playing-card-shaped
fort, which had subsequently been replaced by a smaller fort, parts of whose defences are visible
in the fields north-west of the evaluation area; the results are reminiscent of the evidence recently
recorded for the two forts at Llandeilo,!? only a day’s march away.!!

CEREDIGION

(1) Roman forts and vici: as part of an ongoing Cadw-funded project, fluxgate gradiometer
surveys were undertaken at Trawscoed and Erglodd. (a) Trawscoed: two further areas, measuring
80 m by 80 m and 170 m by 115 m, were surveyed to the north and east of the defences (FIG. 3),!2
revealing a large number of anomalies, only a few of which can be shown to be contemporary with
the fort. A linear anomaly, 5 m wide, at the north end of the survey, is best interpreted as the Roman
road by-passing the fort along its eastern side, though it is only visible intermittently in the area to

10 See Britannia 37 (2006), 370, fig. 2.

11 Evaluation for Carmarthenshire County Council was undertaken for Cambria Archaeology by N. Cook. Mr K.
Murphy sent information.

12 For previous work see Britannia 37, 3724, fig. 5.
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Survey by D Hopewell and Pete Crane
November 2005 and 2006

FIG. 3. Trawscoed: results of gradiometer survey.
(Plan supplied by K. Murphy, Cambria Archaeology)

the south. Its junction with the road running east from the fort probably lay beneath the wooded area
in the centre of the survey. Three areas of weak anomalies might represent rectangular buildings,
though none is securely dated and alternative interpretations are possible. Numerous small, roughly
circular, discrete anomalies are also visible. Those close to the road running east from the fort are
reminiscent of the hearths or bonfires seen at other sites, and might represent activity associated
with a vicus. Other such anomalies are likely to be pits, though a Roman origin is unlikely.

(b) Erglodd: the geophysical results correlate well with the evidence of aerial photography and
of trial-trenching undertaken in 1976-77.13 The successive defences are visible as a series of con-
centric square or sub-rectangular anomalies (FIG. 4), the two wider ones representing defensive
ditches while the two narrow outer anomalies are likely to be palisade trenches. The inner enclosure,
which Davies identified as the earliest phase, has dimensions of 40 m by 32 m (0.13 ha), though
only its northern half is clearly defined. The western corner is unclear and there appear to be two
alignments along the north-eastern side, suggesting that the ditch was recut at some point. The

13 See both J.K. St. Joseph, JRS 67 (1977), 152-3 and J.L. Davies, Bull. Board Celtic Studies 31 (1984), 259-92.
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FIG. 4. Erglodd: results of gradiometer survey.
(Plan supplied by K. Murphy, Cambria Archaeology)

outer, Phase II, enclosure has dimensions of 50 m by 46 m (0.23 ha), with what appears to be a
centrally-placed entrance through the associated ditch on the north-eastern side, though there is no
corresponding break here in the line of either the Phase I defences or the outer trench. The ditch on
the east side of the entrance is offset to the south-west by ¢. 5 m, though a faint anomaly suggests
that it may have originally continued in line with the ditch on the other side. There also appears to be
a connection between the inner and outer ditches on the east side of the entrance. All this suggests
a degree of remodelling, perhaps to form a small annexe. The two palisade trenches are very close
together on the north-western side, where they appear as a single anomaly, but elsewhere they are
clearly visible as two separate features. A fairly clear ditch terminus is visible in both the Phase I
and II defences on the south-western side, suggesting that there was an entrance here. Within the
inner enclosure several faint linear anomalies might be the foundations of wooden buildings, perhaps
of several phases, succeeded on the south-eastern side by at least one well-defined stone structure,
¢. 12 m by 6 m with a central division. The overlapping nature of the geophysical anomalies clearly
suggests a multi-phase site of some complexity, occupied for a fairly long period.'4

DENBIGHSHIRE

(1) Ruthin, Record Street (SJ 1242 5818): evaluation in the centre of the medieval town
produced a couple of scraps of pottery, one of them samian, mixed with metal-working debris

14 Geophysical survey by D. Hopewell and P. Crane. Mr K. Murphy sent information.
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— the first time that Roman material has been identified on the more westerly of the two ridges
on which the town grew up.!?

GWYNEDD

(1) Roman road, Tomen-y-Mur—Canovium (Margary 69a), Sarn Helen above Cwm Penamnen
(SH 7362 4761): following the discovery of stone slabs at the bottom of recent drainage ditches,
the line of this road was traced over a distance of 1 km, from SH 7369 4783 on the eastern side of
the head of Cwm Penamnen to SH 7379 4683 on the slopes above Rhiw Bach quarry. Excavation
across its line revealed an accumulation of up to 1.2 m of peat, sealing a well-preserved road, c.
5.5 m wide, flanked by drainage ditches (FIG. 5). This peat was shown to continue beneath the
road for a further 1.2 m. The road foundation comprised a single layer of rough slabs of local
slate, apparently laid directly onto the peat or original ground surface. This was sealed by a
running surface made up of grey clayey silt containing small slate chips and occasional larger
stones. Its upper surface was fairly flat, with a slope to the east ensuring run-off into the downbhill
ditch. There were no obvious ruts or signs of heavy wear, suggesting that the route was little
used in the immediate post-Roman period and was soon lost in the peat bogs. A single wooden
peg or stake was recovered from beneath a slab on the western edge of the road, presumably a
surveying marker used in setting out the road line. The material for the road appears to have been
obtained from quarry pits and outcrops on higher ground to the east. There were no datable finds.
Its construction represents an interesting departure from the norm, in an area where a raised
agger sitting on stable substrate could not be constructed.!6
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FIG. 5. Sarn Helen Roman road assessment: plan of excavation (with foundation layer revealed in the southern half of
the trench) and north-facing section.
(Drawing by David Hopewell, Gwynedd Archaeological Trust)

IS5 Information from Mr R.J. Silvester, Clwyd-Powys Archaeological Trust.

16 Survey and excavation by Gwynedd Archaeological Trust as part of a Cadw grant-aided project. Mr D.
Hopewell sent information.
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(2) Roman forts and vici: further fluxgate gradiometer surveys have been carried out at Caer
Gai and Cefn Caer, Pennal.'’(a) Caer Gai (SH 8775 3150): additional areas were surveyed in
the interior of the fort and on its other three sides (FIG. 6).!8 Within the fort’s interior the only
discernible features are two, or perhaps three, pairs of barracks alongside an internal road. This
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FIG. 6. Caer Gai: results of fluxgate gradiometer survey.
(Courtesy of Gwynedd Archaeological Trust and J. Burman)

17 See D. Hopewell, Britannia 36 (2005), 227-35.
18 For a brief report and plan see Britannia 36 (2006), 377, fig. 7.
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latter can be seen to continue into an annexe on the south-eastern side of the fort, within which
two substantial buildings are visible. The one to the south-west of the road, which measures 48 m
by 45 m, appears to contain a small central courtyard and to be divided into several ranges of small
rooms, and is best interpreted as a mansio. The other building to the north-east of the road, which
is represented by a mass of thermo-remnant responses, is probably a bath-house, though little detail
of its layout is visible. Further activity was detected on the south-western side of the fort. A road
running from the porta principalis dextra is faintly visible, on a slightly different line to the disused
drive from Caer Gai Farm. A branch turns to the south-east and is flanked on its south-western side
by poorly defined buildings. These have a different layout from the structures in the north-eastern
vicus and may represent an area of small-scale industrial activity. Faint traces of the defences of a
second annexe are visible to the north-east of the disused drive. The return of its defences is lost in
the roadside activity. The survey failed to locate any trace of Roman activity on the natural shelf
north-west of the fort, despite the suggestive evidence of aerial photography.!?

(b) Cefn Caer, Pennal (SH 7048 0009): further arecas were added to the existing survey on
the north-west edge, including an area adjacent to the sewage works, and to the south-east in the
field between the fort and the Dovey marshes (FIG. 7). The new area to the north-west provided
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FIG. 7. Cefn Caer: results of fluxgate gradiometer survey.
(Courtesy of Gwynedd Archaeological Trust and J. Burman)

19 See R.B. White, Arch. Cambrensis 135, 137.
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additional information about the road running towards present-day Pennal. The earlier survey
had identified a series of anomalies which were tentatively interpreted as roadside funeral
activity. The extended survey revealed that they actually represent the edge of a further area
of vicus activity comprising several buildings with multiple hearths. These are clearly different
to the buildings in the vicus to the north-east and are best interpreted as industrial workshops
containing small hearths or ovens. A side-road which branches off the main road runs to the
north-east along a low terrace above a stream. It is flanked on its northern side, for ¢. 100 m, by
buildings similar to those in the north-eastern vicus. The northern edge of the survey becomes
progressively more difficult to interpret as it runs onto the slopes below the vicus. High levels of
noise and small thermo-remnant responses, indicating hearths and other activity, extend beyond
the end of the obvious settlement, but are disturbed by relict field boundaries and two large
geological anomalies. The additional south-eastern survey area contains a double linear anomaly
marking what was, until recently, the boundary with the Dovey marshes. There is, however,
nothing to indicate any significant Roman activity in this area.2’

MONMOUTHSHIRE

(1) Undy, Undy Athletic Club (ST 43652 86869): a watching-brief on groundworks for a
new football pitch uncovered a disturbed cremation in a black-burnished pot, set in a shallow
hollow in the bedrock, to the east of a building. The pot, which may have been broken during
ploughing, is datable to the second or third century A.D. No other cremations were found during
the soil-stripping, although it is possible that others, cut into the bedrock, were not detected. The
structural remains comprised the substantial footings of a building, 17.4 m long by 7.4 m wide,
which had been built directly on the bedrock and boulder clay. It was divided into two rooms, one
measuring 4.2 m across, the other 10.3 m across. There was no evidence that the building had ever
been ploughed over, so the top of its footings were undisturbed. The complete absence of stone
debris inside and outside the building shows that it was of cob construction. The foundations were
composed of limestone blocks (often large), arranged to produce an uneven surface for the base of
the superstructure, which presumably precludes the possibility of a large timber sleeper-beam. The
lack of large quantities of pottery and other rubbish, together with the absence of hearths and other
internal features, suggests that this was not a domestic structure. A coin of the usurper Carausius
(A.D. 286-293) was recovered from one of the foundation trenches. Three other coins dating to c.
A.D. 350-370 were recovered. Although there was very little fourth-century pottery, it is likely that
the fourth-century coins were associated with the use of the building. Animal remains were mostly
of sheep, with some cow and bird bones. Metal finds included iron nails and an iron knife.2!

(2) Wonastow, Court Farm (centred on SO 48467 11130): excavations during groundworks
for a barn confirmed the location of one side of the suspected fort, though it did not correspond
with the cropmarks identified earlier in the year.?? Remains of a truncated rampart, two ditches,
and a beam-slot inside the rampart were recorded. Most of the pottery belongs to the first century
A.D. Two asses, one of Vespasian, the other of Domitian, were also recovered.??

NEWPORT
(1) Bulmore, The Celtic Manor Resort (centred on ST 359 914): excavations ahead of the

20 The current surveys were carried out by David Hopewell of Gwynedd Archaeological Trust (with Cadw grant
aid) as a continuation of the original project, in partnership with John Burman of Meirioneth Geophysical Survey
Team who was carrying out private research. Mr D. Hopewell sent information.

21 Watching-brief for Undy Athletic Club was undertaken for Monmouth Archaeology by S. Clarke and J. Bray.
Mr S. Clarke sent information.

22 For previous work see Britannia 36 (2005), 388.

23 Excavations undertaken by Monmouth Archaeology. Mr S. Clarke sent information.
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extension of the Wentwood Hills golf course produced new information on the small town of
Bulmore, 2 km from the legionary fortress at Caerleon, even if extensive trenching within part
of the scheduled area centred on ST 3614 9152 found evidence for occupation in only 5 of the
24 trenches which were dug to examine anomalies noted in the geophysical survey carried out
in 1999.2% (a) (ST 36068 91471): a stone-lined cist burial, similar to examples found in 1984,
contained no surviving human remains due to unfavourable soil conditions, but the distribution of
nails found within the cist suggested that the body was contained in a wooden coffin. (b) (centred
on ST 3615 9154): masonry rubble and a coping stone were found, but no definite structures
could be identified; the rubble may come from a building discovered at ST 3618 9155, which
consisted of a series of small rooms with some evidence for several different building phases.
The rubble within this building included a spread of tufa and broken box-flue tile, a broken
sandstone altar, and a reused fragment of inscribed tombstone. (c) (ST 3623 9157): masonry
remains noted in section comprised four butting dressed-stone blocks overlying a foundation
of smaller stone, associated with a spread of broken roofing. (d) (ST 3625 9156): although no
structural evidence was noted, there were suggestions of disturbed cremation burials.

Outside the scheduled area, seven locations produced a mixture of structural and funerary
remains. (€) (ST 3565 9122): at the western limit of development, on the crest of a low hill to the
east of and below Little Bulmore Farm, separated from the main settlement of Great Bulmore
by a shallow valley, structural evidence, which included walling and paving, was discovered.
() (ST 3599 9130): a pottery kiln, cut into the hillside, and an associated semi-circular ditch,
probably also serving as a levigation channel, were discovered on the hillside to the south of and
directly above the settlement of Great Bulmore. This is the second such kiln to be discovered,
connected with the production of fine wares, but it is of markedly different construction from
the first, located 800 m to the east.2’ (g) (ST 3599 9133): a small rectangular building was sited
on the hillside c¢. 40 m directly downslope from the kiln. A terrace with traces of paving, likely
to be associated with the structure, was discovered ¢. 4 m to the south. (h) (ST 3637 9144): a
sunken, stone-built drying kiln was located toward the eastern extent of the new development.
Immediately to the east were the remains of three almost parallel low stone walls, which may
represent the foundations of a storage building. (i) (ST 3645 9151): near the eastern boundary of
the existing golf course and on the lower slopes of the hillside, a sub-rectangular area, marked by
a scatter of pottery and sandstone, possibly represented a workshop. Little evidence for a structure
was apparent apart from the stone scatter. However, a short length of low-lying stone terracing
associated with a distinct, rectangular, clean, clay-filled area was discovered adjacent. (j) (ST
3631 9158): an area containing cremation burials and paving was discovered ¢. 350 m to the
east of the centre of the settlement of Great Bulmore at the base of the hillslope. The cremations
lay close to the line of the Roman road between Usk and Caerleon. To date, they represent the
easternmost burials associated with the settlement. (k) (ST 3592 9159-3604 9162): a swathe of
occupation debris, mostly pottery but with some iron waste indicating industrial workings, was
discovered on the floodplain to the north of the settlement, stratified under alluvial deposits. A
spread of boulders forming a raised pathway is believed to have been a response to the onset of
alluvial deposition, possibly to give access to an as yet unidentified feature closer to the current
position of the river.26

(2) Caerleon (Isca): (a) Priory Field: geophysical survey provided extensive new information
on the structures within the southern corner of the fortress (FIG. 8). The south-east defences

24 For previous work see Britannia 31 (2000), 376-7.

25 See P.V. Webster, K.F. Hartley, A.G. Marvell and S.H. Sell, Journ. Roman Pottery Studies 11, 89-111.

26 Excavations for The Celtic Manor Resort were supervised for the Glamorgan-Gwent Archaeological Trust
(Contracts Division) by M. Tuck. Dr E.M. Evans sent information.
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FIG. 8. Caerleon, Priory Field: results of magnetic gradiometer survey. North to top, National Grid coordinates in
metres. Greyscale -8nT black to +8nT white.

(Plan supplied by Dr T. Young)

apparently incorporated a building range within the rear of the rampart and similar structures
probably existed within the south-west rampart alongside the adjacent barrack blocks. These
structures were only partially imaged because of the modern metal fences on the ramparts.
Within the fortress, the expected range of barracks stood to the south-east of the site, with eight
individual barrack blocks imaged. The barracks were the same size as the Prysg Field examples,
whereas the previous interpretative plan had shown them being 4 m shorter;?’ as elsewhere, they
contained 12 contubernia. Within Insula III there was a range of three granaries, each 42 m by 15
m. These had particularly massive walls and appeared to be enclosed by an outer wall or colonnade.
Slight evidence for longitudinal floor-support walls was seen. The road between Insulae III and
IV lies 30 m south-west of the predicted position on Boon’s plan, making Insula IV larger than
predicted. The explored part of Insula IV contained what is interpreted as the south-west section
of a large courtyard building. This was particularly strongly imaged magnetically, so the room

27 See G.C. Boon, The Legionary Fortress of Caerleon-Isca: a Brief Account (1987).
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fills were apparently more highly magnetically susceptible than in the other buildings, hinting
that this structure might either be a workshop, or have had heated rooms. The area south-west
of the courtyard building was problematical and showed little evidence for internal division.
Data from the north-west margin of the site were complicated by fences and modern debris, but
confirmed the expected location of some components of the officers’ houses.?8

(b) 35 High Street (ST 33940 90542): evaluation opposite the Museum site, within Insula X
of the postulated fortress plan, failed to reach the Roman demolition layer in one test pit, but
recovered a coin of A.D. 330-348 and pottery from the top of this horizon in a second.?’

(¢) Glen Plas, Usk Road (ST 3395 9103): a watching-brief, prior to construction work near
the north-east corner of the fortress, recovered Roman material from modern levelling horizons,
beneath which it seems unlikely there was any further activity.30

(d) Geophysical survey and limited trial excavations were carried out in the area of the civil
settlement, east of that investigated in the 1980s.3! (i) Millmead (ST 3425 9093): a rather slight
wall foundation at right-angles to the continuation of the via principalis sinistra was noted,
together with other activity of Roman date, but elsewhere the ground to the east of Cambria
Close appears to be of recent alluvial origin. (ii) Uskside (ST 3438 9044): a second building was
noted on air photographs adjacent to the building identified in 1990, but again most of the area
to the east is of alluvial origin and has no trace of Roman occupation. (iii) ST 3505 9109: an
indistinct parch-mark was also noted from the air, showing what appears to be a large rectangular
building or complex of buildings in a marked bend of the river Usk, adjacent to a small inlet.
(iv) Lodge Road (ST 3223 9054 and ST 3281 9107): two features, each consisting of a small
square dark cropmark within a much larger square, were noted on air photographs in the area of
the Lodge Hill cemetery.3?

(e) Hanbury Garage (ST 3406 9031): evaluation revealed levelling deposits on the natural
slope between the south-western corner of the fortress and the river Usk. A track or hardstanding
with an integral drain, a robbed-out wall footing, pits and post-holes were located.?3

(3) Kemeys Inferior, Abernant (ST 3713 9175): ongoing excavation located three of the
likely four sides of the known cemetery and a further six inhumation burials.3* The layout of
the cemetery, delimited by ditches, appears to be rectangular, at least 43 m by 34 m. The ditch,
where undamaged, was roughly V-shaped, c. 1.3 m wide at the top and 0.2 m at the flat base,
with a depth of up to 0.8 m. The quantity of cobbles and larger sandstone fragments in the fill,
together with few silt lines, might suggest deliberate infilling. Finds included a shoe with 43
hobnails and fragments of a brooch. Only the lower parts of the grave-cuts had survived. Five
had evidence for wooden coffins in the form of iron nails, while the sixth was probably a shroud
burial.®

(4) Llanvaches: 599 silver denarii down to A.D. 156—157, found in a local greyware pot during
metal-detecting.3¢

28 Work undertaken as part of Cardiff University’s contribution to the work of the Caerleon Research Committee.
Dr T. Young sent information.

29 Test pitting supervised for Cardiff Archaeological Consultants by M. Ponsford, J.-Y. Robic and J. Bond.

30 Watching-brief supervised for Glamorgan-Gwent Archaeological Trust (Contracts Division) by S. Sell.

31 See E. Evans, The Caerleon Canabae: Excavations in the Civil Settlement 1984-90, Britannia Monograph 16
(2000).

32 Work as part of the Cadw-funded Roman roads and vici project was undertaken for the Glamorgan-Gwent
Archaeological Trust by Dr E.M. Evans, who sent information.

33 Work for Cotswold Archaeology was supervised by A. Barber. Mr N. Holbrook sent information.

34 For previous work see Britannia 35 (2004), 260-1.

35 Excavations supervised by M. Tuck, A. Leaver, J. Sorrell and S. Williams.

36 Information from Mr E. Besly, National Museum of Wales.

https://doi.org/10.3815/000000007784016412 Published online by Cambridge University Press


https://doi.org/10.3815/000000007784016412

BARRY C. BURNHAM 253

PEMBROKESHIRE

(1) Herbrandston, Upper Neeston Farm (SM 8795 0745): excavation revealed a series of
Romano-British ditched enclosures.3’

POWYS

(1) Caersws: (a) St John Ambulance Station (SO 0260 9186): small-scale evaluation prior to the
extension of an existing building, on a site immediately outside the Caersws II fort, encountered
a metalled surface which, by comparison with previous excavations in the area, is likely to be
associated with the Roman perimeter road.?® (b) Station Road (SO 03013 91903): excavation
and a watching-brief during the digging of foundations for an extension to the Spar Supermarket,
within the core of the vicus, identified a general spread of Roman material and deposits across
the site, together with a moderate amount of pottery. A large pit was identified in the south-east
corner of the development area. It would seem to have been relatively deep, judging by the angle
of its sloping sides. The differing layers of fill suggest that it was not filled quickly, as one event,
but rather in smaller more sporadic episodes. It is likely to have functioned as a large refuse
pit. Those contexts which produced the majority of the pottery can be interpreted as occupation
layers from an area within the vicus. The spreads of gravel over much of the area indicate that
this part of the vicus was perhaps not occupied by buildings, but may instead have been occupied
by an open yard.>®

(2) Roman forts and vici: as part of an on-going Cadw-funded project, further geophysical
surveys were undertaken in the vicinity of three known forts or fortlets. (a) At Caersws I (SO
0420 9253), considered to be an early campaign base, the areas outside the north-west and
north-east gates, with the greatest potential for the siting of extramural settlement, were tested
but found to be negative. The fort’s three ditches were identified, together with the entrances
on the north-east and north-west sides, the latter protected by a titulus. (b) At Dolau Bridge,
near Nantmel (SO 0190 6652), few internal and no external features were revealed, but the
survey was able to locate the south corner of the defences, providing for the first time maximum
dimensions for the enclosure. (c) At Clyro (SO 2286 4347) the survey focused on three sides
of the fort and on the north-east extended over part of the defences and into the interior. At this
point there were anomalies perhaps generated by ovens or hearths, and also an internal road or
drain. None of the areas outside the fort provided any signs of an associated vicus.*

(3) Talgarth, Relief Road (SN 3766 5580): archaeological works prior to and during
construction of the Talgarth Relief Road and Bronllys Bypass revealed a previously unknown
Roman site, comprising a stone spread, which appeared to be a former surface, a stone platform
or structure base, and several shallow gullies. Pottery dating to the second to fourth century A.D.
was recovered from several features, together with fragments of brick and tile, iron objects and
lead waste.4!

SWANSEA

(1) Gower: survey and excavation has been focused on elucidating aspects of the Roman
landscape and settlement. (a) Llandewi, New Henllys Farm (SS 450 893): geophysical survey

37 Work on behalf of RSK Group plc and Nacap Land and Marine JV for National Grid was undertaken for
Cotswold Archaeology by S. Thorogood, A. Barber and C. Bateman. Mr N. Holbrook sent information.

38 Work for the Clwyd-Powys Archaeological Trust was supervised by F. Grant.

39 Excavation and watching-brief by Cambrian Archaeological Projects. Mr K. Blockley sent information.

40 Information from Mr R.J. Silvester, Clwyd-Powys Archaeological Trust.

41 Work supervised for Cambria Archaeology by N. Page.
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in Bettland identified three complete circular features, another three partially complete ones, and
three small rectilinear buildings, suggestive of a late prehistoric and Romano-British farmstead.
The rectilinear examples are all ¢. 11 m to 12 m long and ¢. 6 m to 9 m wide. One overlies
another, probably indicating two phases of construction. A parallel survey of the adjacent part
of Black Field identified a further three circular structures and two rectangular ones. Excavation
of selected features showed that the archaeological layers were of limited depth and had been
badly damaged by ploughing. The largest trench sought to examine the relationship between
one of the circular structures and one of the rectangular ones. In the event the former could not
be traced. The latter proved to be ¢. 16 m and at least 5 m wide, with two main chambers set at
right angles to each other. Any floor surfaces had been ploughed away. Two smaller trenches
suggested the existence of a further structure. (b) Llangennith, Lower Harding’s Down Farm
(SS 448 905): magnetometer survey of Blacklands produced traces of six circular and four
rectangular structures, some of them incomplete, as well as a possible small banjo enclosure.
(c) Scurlage, The Bank Farm (SS 466 881): fieldwalking in Black Marles Field produced the
larger part of a quernstone of late prehistoric or early Roman date and a fragment of Roman roof-
tile. Geophysical survey over an area of 4,800 sq m identified six circular features, four in the
extreme north-east corner of the field, with two more to the west. Excavation revealed clay floor
levels at a depth of 0.3—0.35 m, together with two post-holes and two stake-holes. A hearth had
been built upon one of the floors. Associated charcoal produced a calibrated radiocarbon date
0of 3960-3770 B.C. at the 95 per cent probability level (OxA 14961), somewhat at odds with the
presumed late prehistoric or Romano-British date of the site; this might be the result of using
peat as a fuel. Later geophysical survey extended the coverage to 12,400 sq m and identified four
more circular features in the western, central part of the field. Two rectangular structures were
also discovered.*?

2. SCOTLAND
By F. HUNTER

NORTH OF THE ANTONINE WALL

ABERDEENSHIRE

(1) Normandykes (NO 830 993): excavation*? of a long transect across the western part of
the temporary camp uncovered four bread ovens, some used more than once. Other features are
probably unrelated, and there were no datable finds. The camp’s western ditch was not located,
perhaps indicating an entrance, although the intermittent nature of the cropmark suggests erosion
is a factor.

(2) Kair House (NO 769 765): a further* watching-brief in the north-east quadrant of the
temporary camp found no trace of internal features.*

42 Geophysical survey at The Bank Farm was undertaken by M. Hamilton, UWCN; that at the other sites was done
by M. Belcher, SiteScan (Archaeological) Ltd. Dr J. Kissock sent information.

43 Following damage during tree-felling, a 500 m long east—west strip for an access road was excavated for James
Jones and Sons by John Lewis of Scotia Archaeology, who sent a report and photos. For the site, see O.G.S. Crawford,
Topography of Roman Scotland North of the Antonine Wall (1949), 110-12; W.D. Simpson, The Province of Mar
(1944), 57-8, pl. 33.

44 See Britannia 35 (2004), 266; 36 (2005), 393.

45 Work for Mr and Mrs Fletcher was conducted by Murray Archaeological Services; Mr C. Murray sent a report.
A very small watching-brief conducted by them within the camp at Balmakewan (NO 6676 6658) was also negative.
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PERTH AND KINROSS

(1) East Camno (NO 279 429): stray finds*® of late first-century auxiliary cavalry harness
fittings (a junction-loop fragment and two strap terminals) may suggest a military post in the
vicinity, as military equipment rarely reached indigenous sites.*”

(2) Woodhead (NO 143 346): geophysical survey*® over a double-ditched enclosure known
from cropmarks* clarified its plan, with a near-circular outer ditch ¢. 25 m in diameter, a sub-
square inner one c¢. 16 m across, and an entrance gap to the north (FIG. 9). It closely resembles
the double-ditched towers of the Gask system.
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FIG. 9. Resistivity survey of a possible tower site at Woodhead, Perth and Kinross.
(By courtesy of Dr D.J. Woolliscroft)

46 Found by Mr J. Anderson while metal-detecting; they were acquired by Perth Museum through Treasure Trove.

47 Other significant stray finds reported in 2006 comprised a trumpet brooch fragment from Urquhart, Dunfermline, Fife
(NT 09 87), and three brooches (trumpet, headstud and plate-on-bow) from the Charlestown/Clarkly Hill area, Burghead,
Moray (NJ 129 676); see F. Hunter, Beyond the Edge of the Empire — Caledonians, Picts and Romans (2007), 61, 69.

48 Conducted by the Roman Gask Project; Dr D.J. Woolliscroft sent details.

49 D.J. Woolliscroft and B. Hoffmann, Rome s First Frontier (2006), 149-50, col. pl. 22.
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(3) Dalginross, Campfield Plot 6 (NN 7738 2115): evaluation’® confirmed that river erosion
had truncated the north-eastern ditch of the outer fort;>! where it survived, the shallow, V-shaped
ditch was 4.4 m wide and c. 1.1 m deep.52

STIRLING

(1) Bochastle (NN 614 079): geophysical survey>? of the fort and its environs greatly clarified
its plan (F1G. 10), which had been rather oddly reconstructed from previous excavations.>* The
fort is significantly better preserved than previously realised, with only the north-east corner
lost to erosion, and clear traces of central range buildings. It is enclosed by a double ditch with
‘parrot beak’ terminals marking deep re-entrants at the gates. Upcast from the ditches appears to
obscure the adjacent marching camp, suggesting this is earlier. Trenching on the west side of the
camp confirmed that all three lines seen from the air were V-profile ditches, two with evidence
of recutting; no evidence to confirm their Roman date was recovered, but it hints at a complex
occupation sequence. A possible annexe ditch identified from the air near the camp’s south-east
corner proved to be natural.

ANTONINE WALL

FALKIRK

(1) Bridgeness, Kinningars Park (NT 014 813): a magnetometer transect’® to test for any
extension of the Wall eastwards from Bridgeness to Carriden found no trace of the Ditch.

(2) Falkirk: (a) Callendar Park (NS 892 795): the likely line of the Military Way was located
in a watching-brief on a pipe trench.>¢ (b) 12 Rosehall Terrace (NS 8875 7970): excavations®’
immediately east of Falkirk fort, within a probable annexe, revealed a metalled north—south
road, 2.6 m wide, with traces of buildings on either side, associated with Roman pottery. An
undated curving gully cut these remains.

(3) Tamfourhill, Tayavalla (NS 8589 7985): monitoring®® of three small pits on the line of
the Wall confirmed the rampart line, which was well preserved, and located a defensive pit on
the berm.

(4) Bonnybridge, Antonine Primary School (NS 8246 7986): evaluation®® located what is
probably the badly-disturbed bailey ditch of the medieval motte constructed on the upcast
mound, with the Ditch securing its southern side.

5) Castlecary (NS 790 783): geophysical survey®® examined areas to the east and south
( y geophy y

50 Work was conducted for Mr and Mrs Hustwayte by M. Dalland of Headland Archaeology; Dr S. Carter sent a report.

51 D.J. Woolliscroft and B. Hoffmann, Rome’s First Frontier (2006), 49-52. For a previous, equally negative
evaluation in the area, see Britannia 33 (2002), 285.

52 Very similar to previous observations: A.S. Robertson, PSAS 97 (1963-4), 196-8, fig. 8.

53 Conducted by the Roman Gask Project; Dr D.J. Woolliscroft sent details.

54 W.A. Anderson, ‘The Roman fort at Bochastle’, Trans. Glasgow Archaeol. Soc. (new series) 14 (1956), 35-63.

55 Survey for Historic Scotland and EU Culture 2000 by Dr R. Jones of Glasgow University; Professor L.J.F.
Keppie sent a report.

56 Conducted for Falkirk Museum by Mr G. Bailey, who sent details.

57 Recording of foundation trenches for a new development was carried out for Falkirk Museum by Mr G. Bailey,
who sent details.

58 Conducted for Falkirk Museum by Mr G. Bailey, who sent details.

59 Conducted for Falkirk Museum by Mr G. Bailey, who sent details.

60 Survey for Historic Scotland and EU Culture 2000 by Dr R. Jones and C. Nelson; Professor L.J.F. Keppie sent
a report.
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of the fort, and some of the western interior. The results did not produce coherent patterns of
extramural settlement; a range of anomalies was recorded, of uncertain character, one probably
a rectangular, multi-room building south-west of the fort. The lack of detail in the fort interior
suggests timber buildings were not being detected.

NORTH LANARKSHIRE

(1) Tollpark, Westway Retail Park, Cumbernauld (NS 776 773): extensive excavations®! in
the western part of the camp® emptied some 230 m of the partly-waterlogged ditch; this was
V-profile, up to c. 2.8 m wide and 1.4 m deep, generally with an ‘ankle-breaker’. It had infilled
naturally, with some later features (including a hearth) cut into the fill. Two entrances through
the western side were found, some 7.8 m wide, with no trace of fifuli. Waterlogging preserved
a range of wood with toolmarks, but the only artefact was a wooden object with a mortice-hole.
More limited investigation of the rather disturbed interior failed to reveal any features.

(2) Westerwood (NS 760 773): magnetometer survey® of parts of the fort and its surroundings
detected little trace of extramural activity, despite field-systems and structures being known in
the immediate vicinity from excavation.®* Within the fort, some north-south buildings were
noted in the western part.

(3) Dullatur (NS 7465 7676): evaluation® of the interior of the temporary camps, to the north
of previous work,% found no related remains.

EAST DUNBARTONSHIRE

(1) Bar Hill (NS 707 759): geophysical survey®’ to the south and west of the fort found a few
anomalies, but little trace of extramural settlement.

(2) Auchendavy (NS 677 749): further geophysical survey®® around the exterior of the fort
found no trace of any extensive extramural settlement, although possible structures were noted
immediately east of the defences.

(3) Kirkintilloch: (a) Alloway Grove (NS 6695 7472): an extensive evaluation® some 40 m
behind the known Wall line found no trace of associated remains. (b) Peel Park (NS 651 740):
geophysical survey’® of the park confirmed extensive disturbance to this likely location for a
Wall fort.”! The extent of the medieval castle overlying the site was clarified; other anomalies
may relate to the fort, including possible buildings, but interpretation is uncertain.

61 Excavations for Cumbernauld Retail Park Partnership were directed by R. White of CFA Archaeology; Ms S.
Anderson sent a report.

62 For which see R.W. Feachem, PSAS 89 (1955-6), 329-30. Previous work indicated the eastern part had been
destroyed: Britannia 30 (1999), 329.

63 Conducted for Historic Scotland and EU Culture 2000 by Dr R. Jones and C. Nelson; Professor L.J.F. Keppie
sent a report.

64 L.J.F. Keppie, Glasgow Archaeol. Journ. 19 (1994-5), 83-99.

65  Evaluation for Mr A. Mitchell was conducted for AOC Archaeology by J. Gooder and M. Roy; Mr M. Cook
sent a report.

66 C.E. Lowe and R. Moloney, Britannia 31 (2000), 239-53.

67 Conducted for Historic Scotland and EU Culture 2000 by Dr R. Jones and C. Nelson; Professor L.J.F. Keppie
sent a report.

68 Conducted for Historic Scotland and EU Culture 2000 by Dr R. Jones and C. Nelson; Professor L.J.F. Keppie
sent a report. For previous work, see Britannia 33 (2002), 287-8; R. Jones, A. Leslie and P. Johnson in R.E. Jones and
L. Sharpe, Going over Old Ground (2006), 12—15.

69 Directed for Cruden Estates Ltd by J. Gooder of AOC Archaeology; Mr M. Cook sent a report.

70 Conducted for GUARD for Historic Scotland and EU Culture 2000 by Dr A. Leslie and C. Rennie; Dr Leslie
sent a report.

71 See A.S. Robertson and L. Keppie, The Antonine Wall (5th edn, 2001), 96-8.
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SOUTH OF THE ANTONINE WALL

FALKIRK

(1) Carriden: (a) bath-house (NT 0232 8077): part of a bath-house was located’? outside the
south-west corner of the annexe, by the valley of a small stream. The stone walls survived three
courses high, with extensive debris of flue-tiles and opus signinum. Some time in the second century
it was reused for iron-working; subsequently a large, undated defensive ditch was dug through it.
(b) (NT 025 807): relatively limited geophysical survey’® immediately south-east and west of the
fort revealed little additional information. The fort and annexe defences showed clearly, but other
anomalies did not form any obvious patterns, with little trace of the known civil settlement.”

CITY OF EDINBURGH

(1) Cramond: (a) fort and bath-house (NT 190 769): three test trenches in previously-excavated
areas within the fort’> confirmed the remains were in good condition and identified unexcavated
deposits. Test-pits within the bath-house’® confirmed it also survived in good condition.”” (b)
42-44 Cramond Road North (NT 191 765): a sizeable watching-brief’® recorded no Roman
remains in an area close to the likely line of the annexe, suggesting this lies slightly to the
north.”

EAST LOTHIAN

(1) Smeaton, A68 Dalkeith Northern Bypass (NT 343 693): complete excavation®® of a 50 m
stretch of the temporary camp’s western ditch showed it had been dug in sections. The dimensions
and profile (V-shaped with ‘ankle-breaker’) confirmed the results of previous work.8! A single
sherd of samian was found in the upper (post-Roman) fill.

SCOTTISH BORDERS

(1) Dun Law, Dere Street (NT 465 568): two evaluation trenches8? in a boggy area where the
line of Dere Street is not visible located the cambered cobble foundations of the road, surviving
7 m wide. There was no evidence of roadside ditches or kerbs, and no in-sifu metalling, although
a gravel and clay layer in one section probably derives from eroded surfacing.8?

(2) Newstead (Trimontium, NT 56 34): an enamelled dragonesque brooch with central circular
motif was found some years ago south-west of the fort.8

72 During excavations by Falkirk Museum on the Carriden estate sawmill, directed by Mr G. Bailey, who sent
details. Antiquarian records had indicated a building in the area; see G. Bailey, PSAS 127 (1997), 5901, illus. 2, P.

73 Conducted for Historic Scotland and EU Culture 2000 by Dr R. Jones; Professor L.J.F. Keppie sent details.

74 See G. Bailey, PSAS 127 (1997), 577-94 for a summary of the site.

75 A.and V. Rae, Britannia 5 (1974), 163-224.

76 Previously excavated and back-filled; see N. Holmes, Excavation of Roman Sites at Cramond, Edinburgh
(2003), 10-27.

77 Conducted for Historic Cramond Management Group and City of Edinburgh Council by AOC Archaeology; Mr
M. Cook sent a report.

78 Conducted for Gemcross Homes by Headland Archaeology; Dr S. Carter sent a report.

79 Its line to the east was located in 2003 and 2005; see Britannia 35 (2004), 269-70; 37 (2006), 387. CFA
Archaeology carried out a small watching-brief on house foundations at 1 Cramond Glebe Gardens (NT 1906 7674);
this should lie within the annexe, but was unproductive.

80 Directed for Historic Scotland by Mr 1. Suddaby of CFA Archaeology; Ms S. Anderson sent a report.

81 For previous work on the site see Britannia 27 (1996), 402.

82 Conducted for Renewable Energy Systems Group by Mr C. O’Connell of CFA Archaeology; Ms S. Anderson
sent a report.

83 Two other sections in this vicinity are reported in Discovery and Excavation in Scotland 1964, 24.

84 Claimed as Treasure Trove; now in the National Museum of Scotland.
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(3) Peebles, Kingsmeadow Road (NT 265 394): evaluation®® of an area south of the river
Tweed® found a Severan denarius. Subsequent metal-detecting, and stripping of a 20 by 20 m
area around the findspot, indicated there were no associated finds or features.

DUMEFRIES AND GALLOWAY

(1) Carzield (NX 969 821): pottery, coins (from Trajan to Antoninus Pius), and a biconical
lead weight were recovered some 150 m north of Carzield fort;37 they presumably relate to
extramural activity or rubbish dispersal around the fort. The weight (127.4 g) has a punched-dot
‘S’ for semis (see p. 364).

ENGLAND

3. HADRIAN’S WALL
By BARRY C. BURNHAM

SOUTH TYNESIDE

(1) South Shields fort (4drbeia, NZ 365 679): excavation continued in the area immediately
south of Granaries C15—16, where work in 200588 had reached the levels of the mid-Antonine
(Period 4) fort-wall and intervallum area. Beneath the timber building, found last year to occupy
the rampart area, lay the remnant of the primary rampart, of clean yellow clay and extending
just over 5 m from the inner face of the south-cast wall. This sat directly upon pre-fort deposits
of wind-blown sand, in which were recorded traces of turf blocks, presumably belonging to
structures pre-dating the first stone fort. The primary (Period 4) intervallum street was found
to have been between 2.5 m and 3 m wide, with a stone-lined drain running along its south-
eastern edge. After the rampart of the fort had been cleared away the drain went out of use and
was partially removed leaving only its north-western side as a line of stones incorporated in
metalling which now extended south-westwards and which was overlain by the timber building,
¢. 3 m in width, set up against the fort wall. The clay-bonded stone rear wall of Period 4 Barrack
B9 was revealed along the north-western edge of the intervallum road. The lowest course of this
wall, 0.65 m wide, had survived, incorporated into the make-up of the Period 5B streets between
the granaries, and the construction of the granaries had followed on directly from its demolition.
Removal of the construction backfill surrounding the unnumbered Granary C00 exposed a re-
used building inscription built upside-down into the south-easternmost buttress on the south-
west side of that building (see p. 345).%°

NEWCASTLE UPON TYNE

(1) Byker, Shields Road (NZ 2665 6471): Hadrian’s Wall was exposed over a length of 31
m, on the site of the two evaluation trenches reported last year.?® A strip of the berm north of

85 Conducted for Taylor Woodrow Developments by L. Dunbar of AOC Archaeology; Mr M. Cook sent a report.

86 A stray find of a statuette of Jupiter is also known from the area: Britannia 31 (2000), 384, pl. XXIA.

87 Found by metal-detecting; claimed as Treasure Trove and allocated to Dumfries Museum.

88 For previous work see Britannia 37 (2006), 389-90.

89 Excavations directed for Tyne & Wear Museums by N. Hodgson, P. Bidwell, and G.C. Stobbs with the support
of Earthwatch Institute. Dr N. Hodgson sent information.

90 For previous work see Britannia 37 (2006), 390. The 2.53 m width given last year refers to the Wall foundation
rather than the robbed Wall above, which would have been of typical Narrow Gauge at 2.30-2.35 m.
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the Wall, 3.45 m wide (just over half its full width), was exposed, as was a strip 1-1.75 m wide
immediately behind the Wall. The Wall foundation survived in the eastern half of the site, but
only a robber-trench to the west. The foundation of sandstone-rubble and clay was 2.53 m wide
and 0.42 m deep, with large edging stones which retained traces of hard, pinkish mortar on which
the facing stones had been set. The core was of rubble, sandy soil and clay. No facing stones
survived. Along the berm 68 pits were recorded in a band beginning 1.45 m from the Wall face.
These were clearly recognisable as the emplacements for defensive obstacles now known at
several places between Wallsend and Heddon. More than one phase was represented, with more
regular planning towards the western end, but there was much disturbance from an overlying
rubble layer. Due to the excavation brief the features could only be revealed in plan, so it was
not possible to clarify their developmental sequence. The pits ran through both of the previous
evaluation trenches, contrary to what was stated last year. Patches of hardstanding composed of
worn sandstone fragments survived, overlying a soil accumulation to the south of the Wall. Over
this the southern face of the Wall had collapsed, and at one point four articulated courses of wall
tumble remained intact.”!

NORTHUMBERLAND

(1) Whittington, Halton East Farm (NZ 019 684): a watching-brief during the development
of farm buildings revealed two sections of wall on the same alignment as previous sightings of
the foundations of Hadrian’s Wall.?? One section of wall, 1 m long, was detected in Area D, with
three pieces of stone making up its north face. A second piece of wall, 2.5 m long, was uncovered
in Area E, consisting of undressed sandstone with a wall face on the north side. Both pieces of
wall lay at a depth of between 0.35 m and 0.05 m below ground level. No datable finds were
recovered.”

(2) Chesterholm (Vindolanda, NY 768 663): the excavation of the south-western fort wall and
rampart mound of the last stone fort at Vindolanda was completed.** This proved beyond doubt
that the wall had fallen and been repaired many times since its original construction in the early
third century A.D. The excavation of the latrine drain off the south-western corner uncovered an
important new inscription (p. 346). Traces of post-Roman occupation were encountered on the
rampart to the south of the west gate in the form of a well-constructed stone building which, once
out of use, had been the site of a human burial. During the excavation of the ramparts it became
clear that a significant proportion of the fort wall had earlier Antonine origins, its distinctive
soft sandstone blocks being re-used by both Severan and Gaulish garrisons. The site of Ian
Richmond’s 1934 excavation of the early west gate was re-visited and found to be the gateway
of a hitherto unknown timber Antonine phase, which pre-dated the conversion into stone. The
construction of the stone fort wall saw the west gateway moved to the position later occupied by
the second stone fort’s gate.

Excavation continued in the western part of the site, south-west of the wells and water tanks,
and more fragments of statuary associated with the two temples or tombs were recovered (FIG.
11).% A major road running east-west was found to flank the south-west sides of the third-

91 Excavation for Rokeby Developments by Tyne and Wear Museums was supervised by T. Frain. Dr N. Hodgson
sent information.

92 For previous work see Britannia 32 (2001), 328.

93 Watching-brief for Alston Murphy Associates was undertaken by North Pennines Archaeology Ltd. Information
sent by Miss S. MacLean, Northumberland HER.

94 Under the direction of A. Birley. For previous work see Britannia 37 (2006), 391-2. The 2005-06 excavations
are now published: A. Birley and J. Blake, Vindolanda Excavations 2005-2006 (2007).

95 Under the direction of J. Blake. For previous work see Britannia 36 (2005), 406, fig. 12; 37 (2006), 391.
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FIG. 11. Vindolanda: fragments of statuary associated with the two temples or tombs in the western part
of the site. (A) head; (B) face; (C) leaves; (D) arm with cloth; (E) lower legs; (F) feet.
(Photographs supplied by R. Birley, Vindolanda Trust)
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century A.D. industrial workshops examined in 2003-04, along with a series of later Roman
water-channels, which led water from an as yet unknown source somewhere to the north-west.
The absence of any stone structures further west than those examined in 2005 was perhaps
indicative that the western limits of the third-century A.D. extramural settlement had been
reached, 180 m west of the associated fort’s western wall. Beneath the industrial workshops lay
the severely truncated remains of what appear to have been workshops of Hadrianic to Antonine
date, represented by several small hearths and substantial quantities of industrial waste. The very
large timber building first located in 2005 was further examined and dendrochronology on the
newly uncovered posts provided a refined felling date for its timbers of between A.D. 101 and
112.%6

4. NORTHERN COUNTIES
By BARRY C. BURNHAM

CUMBRIA

(1) Beckfoot: 1 BI radiate and 18 BI barbarous radiates down to c. A.D. 274 or later (2 other
stray Roman coins), found during metal-detecting east of the fort in 2005.%7

(2) Lake District National Park, Kentmere Horseshoe (centred on NY 4325 0911): survey
and evaluation of the High Street Roman road, prior to an extensive programme of repairs,
identified two principal areas of earthworks in the form of banks and an associated terrace
thought to show the route of the road, with an area of possible quarrying present to the north.
Three small evaluation trenches located the heavily eroded remains of the road, flanked in one
trench by a large ditch and in the other two by a bank of gravel and clay constructed parallel to
the road; all these features were presumably to prevent peat from covering the road surface. No
dating evidence was recovered.’

DURHAM
(1) Catcote: 21 base metal nummi down to A.D. 348, found during excavations.”’

(2) Chester le Street (Conganis): (a) Newcastle Road (west) (NZ 4274 5519): excavation
was undertaken in advance of redevelopment on the line of the Roman road heading north from
the fort, c. 600 m from the defences. The road lay immediately west of its modern counterpart.
Several ditches were found to extend to the east, probably defining property plots within the
vicus, to judge from neighbouring cobble surfaces and traces of timber buildings. Occupation
appears to have begun c. A.D. 150.100

(b) Newcastle Road (east) (NZ 4274 5517): excavation was undertaken in advance of
redevelopment east of the modern road and its Roman predecessor, ¢. 500 m north of the fort.
A series of ditches defining property plots was revealed, exhibiting several phases of re-cutting.
The primary ditches had been backfilled c. A.D. 160. At some point in the third century the area

96 Information from Dr L. Tyers, Dendrochronological Consultancy Ltd. Mr R. Birley sent information.

97 Information from Mr R. Abdy, British Museum.

98 Survey and excavation for the Lake District National Park Authority was undertaken for Greenlane Archaeology
Ltd by D. Elsworth. Ms J. Dawson sent information.

99 Information from Mr R. Abdy, British Museum.

100 Excavation carried out by Archaeological Services Durham University.
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ceased to be used for residential purposes and became a site of quarrying and refuse disposal.
There was no evidence for activity in the fourth century A.D.!10!

(¢) Park View Community School (NZ 2768 5129): excavation prior to the construction of
an extension to the school examined the middle of the three defensive ditches on the east side
of the fort. Pottery from the lowest silting indicated that it dated to the later second century
A.D. It was finally filled in with rubble at the end of the fourth century. Well-preserved organic
material contained the remains of a variety of plant species, including common nettle and black
nightshade, as well as aquatic insects such as water boatmen along with grain pests.!02

(3) Ebchester, Primary School (NZ 4104 5553): evaluation in the school grounds found slight
traces of timber buildings in the assumed area of the vicus south of the fort.103

(4) Piercebridge (NZ 4211 5158): a grant from the Aggregates Levy Sustainability Fund has
enabled the completion of a publishable report on the late Peter Scott’s 1972—81 excavations at
Piercebridge and on those of (now Professor) Dennis Harding at Holme House villa.!04

(5) Sedgefield, East Park (NZ 4353 5290): two seasons of work have now been carried out at
this settlement, discovered in 2002,195 which lies astride the Roman road known locally as Cade’s
Road. Geophysical survey has revealed a system of fenced and ditched enclosures extending
over at least 24 ha, the largest measuring 50 m by 50 m (FIG. 12). While there is a single line to
the west of Cade’s Road, the pattern is far more complex to the east, with blocks of enclosures
separated by a series of lanes and side-roads, many of them connected with an open area in what
may have been the centre of the settlement.

Excavation of c¢. 40 per cent of the largest known enclosure west of Cade’s Road in 2005
produced evidence of small rectangular wooden buildings towards the centre and rear of the
space. The front portion apparently remained open ground, sub-divided into areas used for
different purposes, including pottery manufacture and stock compounds. The latest fill of the
enclosing ditches produced two objects which had been deliberately buried as votive offerings:
one was a small pottery beaker in a local fabric, the other a bronze jug or ewer, which was 180
mm tall and made of metal less than 2 mm thick (FIG. 13). By contrast, the handle was heavy and
richly decorated. Two bird or animal heads grasp the rim at one end, while the other terminates
in what may be the head of a Medusa. The high tin content would have given the vessel a highly
reflective surface. A gash in the side of the jug had probably been made when it was deposited in
the ditch, as the pieces were still inside.

In 2006 a small enclosure at the western edge of the central open area was excavated. On the
side away from the open space it was defined by a single ditch. On the other three sides, however,
there were two ditches and an intervening palisade emphasising the distinction between the
enclosure and the open space. The only entrance lay in the centre of the east side. It was extremely
narrow at c¢. 0.6 m, with the settings for three large posts on the inside. Though not necessarily all
in use at the same time, they confirm the impression that access to and use of this enclosure were
restricted. The interior was almost entirely occupied by an aisled timber building measuring c.
12 m by 9 m. This conceivably served a public or religious function.106

101 Excavation carried out by Pre-Construct Archaeology (North) Ltd.

102 Excavation carried out by Pre-Construct Archaeology (North) Ltd. Dr D. Mason sent information on all three
sites.

103 Evaluation carried out by North Pennines Archaeology Ltd. Dr D. Mason sent information.

104 Edited by Dr D. Mason, Durham County Council and Dr H. Cool, Barbican Associates.

105 For previous work see Britannia 34 (2003), 312.

106 Survey and excavation undertaken as a collaborative venture between Archaeological Services, Durham
University and the Archaeology Section of Durham County Council. Dr D. Mason sent information.
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FIG. 12. Sedgefield: layout of the trial trenches in relation to the results of the geophysical surveys.
(Plan supplied by Dr D. Mason)
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FIG. 13. Sedgefield: detail of bronze jug.
(Photograph supplied by Dr D. Mason)

NORTH YORKSHIRE

(1) Brotherton, Byram Park Quarry (SE 495 267): excavations in advance of quarrying during
2005 and 2006 revealed part of a Romano-British field-system and enclosure complex. The
field-system was only partially represented in the cropmarks, so the site was investigated by a
strip and record strategy, followed by detailed excavation. A rectilinear sub-divided field-system
formed the main part of the site. Several human burials were located, parallel and adjacent to the
field boundaries. Investigation of the small enclosures did not reveal firm evidence for domestic
occupation, though the finds, which included small amounts of samian, coins and metalwork,
would suggest settlement close by.!07

(2) Hensall (SE 588 225): following a magnetometer survey in 2005, which identified a
single linear anomaly, a strip and record exercise has been undertaken across an area of known
cropmarks. Pottery recovered from the initial strip indicates Roman activity.!%8

107 Excavation undertaken by Archaeological Services (WYAS). Ms J. Richardson sent information.
108 Excavation undertaken by Archaeological Services (WYAS). Ms J. Richardson sent information.
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(3) Langstrothdale, Yockenthwaite Moor (NGR withheld): survey of a supposed late pre-
historic/Romano-British settlement with sub-circular drystone-walled structures, some surviving
up to 1.6 m high, has raised the possibility that some may be of medieval/post-medieval date.!%

(4) Pickering, Newbridge Quarry (SE 795 857): further excavations investigated the north-
ward continuation of the late Iron Age and Romano-British settlement enclosures in advance
of quarrying.'!% As before the enclosures were appended to the eastern side of a north-south
double-ditched trackway. At least three phases of activity were represented, including two phases
of roundhouses succeeded by a rectangular ditched enclosure. Four unenclosed gully-defined
structures lay to the west of the trackway, though these remain undated. Further cremation
burials were found inserted into the fill of the trackway ditch; these are presently thought to be
of late Roman date.!!!

(5) Reighton By-pass (TA 130 755-120 767): archacological work prior to the construction
of the A165 by-pass confirmed the presence of human activity, ranging in date from the late Iron
Age, or earlier, to the Romano-British period. Remains consisted of two large parallel ditches
(the ‘Argham Dike’), a group of large pits, some post-holes, and a series of linear ditches forming
a possible enclosure within which were the remains of two ring gullies. Several other ditches
apparently forming a field-system were also recorded. An undated but apparently crouched
inhumation, together with a concentration of pits, was located within a putative late Iron Age or
Romano-British enclosure; most of the pits are likely to have been chalk quarries.!!2

(6) Richmond, Black Plantation (NZ 157 041): survey during partial felling identified eleven
circular stone-walled houses in association with two discrete areas of fields and trackways
defined by stony banks and earthen scarps; other structures, including possible yards, were also
identified. No independent dating evidence was recovered, but the reported discovery of several

beehive querns and analogy with sites elsewhere would support an Iron Age or Romano-British
date.!3

YORK

(1) York (Eboracum): (a) 18 Bootham Terrace (SE 5975 5260): a watching-brief during
extension and conversion work revealed two Romano-British inhumations within the terraced
rear garden. Both were of adults, without associated grave-goods. A small quantity of Romano-
British pottery was recovered from the grave fills, indicating a date in or after the late second
century A.D.''* (b) Land at the junction of Dixon Lane and George Street (SE 6072 5147):
Roman settlement was located on this site, c. 600 m south-east of the fortress. Features included
the terracing of a naturally occurring slope to provide a flat area for building-work, a number
of post-hole alignments, and several rubbish pits. Due to heavy truncation by later features the
precise nature of this settlement is unclear. There were hints that burials may have been present
as a number of possible funerary objects were recovered, including a gold finger-ring set with a
carnelian, a jet pendant in the shape of a bear, a shale bracelet, and fragments of a head-pot and
third-century A.D. greyware jars which have frequently been used as cremation pots.!!3

109 Survey by M. Jecock, English Heritage, and M. Johnson, Yorkshire Dales National Park Authority. M. Jecock
sent information.

110 For previous work see Britannia 36 (2005), 411.

11 Excavation undertaken by Archaeological Services (WYAS). Ms J. Richardson sent information.

112 Excavation undertaken by Archaeological Services (WYAS). Ms J. Richardson sent information.

113 Survey by M. Pollington and M. Jecock, English Heritage. M. Jecock sent information.

114 Watching-brief details compiled for On Site Archaeology by G. Bruce. Mr N. Pearson sent information.

115 Excavation for Evans Property Group was undertaken for York Archaeological Trust by J. McComish. Dr R.
Hall sent information.
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(c) St Anthony's Hall, Peasholme Green (SE 6074 5200): a watching-brief on underpinning
work and small-scale excavation located a gulley or drain lined with imbrex tiles to form a
channel. This had been capped with tiles which had subsequently broken and collapsed into
the drain. Overlying the drain was a relict ground level that contained Ebor ware of the second
century A.D., comparable with the material found in the gardens of the Hall in 1970. On the
north-east side of the Hall excavation within the building identified a sequence of dump deposits,
the earliest of which contained a concentration of pottery and tile dating to the second and third
centuries A.D., together with a samian sherd with graffiti. This evidence suggests that in the
Roman period the ground level dropped sharply to the south-west and north-east, presumably
towards the channel of the river Foss, which may account for the episodes of dumping to level
the ground surface.!'® (d) 187 Tadcaster Road (SE 5836 4875): a watching-brief during the
excavation of trial pits and groundworks revealed several possible ditches associated with the
Roman road known to lie under the present Tadcaster Road.!'” (¢) 129 The Mount (SE 5933
5092): a watching-brief revealed a decapitated skeleton similar to those found at 1-3 and 6
Driffield Terrace.!!® The site lies within the known Roman cemetery centred on The Mount.!1?

(2) Haxby: addenda of 4 BI nummi: the total now stands at 370 coins (down to A.D. 355).120

EAST RIDING OF YORKSHIRE

(1) Driffield, Auchinleck Close (TA 0095 5595): monitoring of further stripping in advance
of housing development,'?! east and north-east of previous work, revealed only a few isolated
additional features.!??

(2) Kilnsea (TA 4175 1569): magnetometer survey in advance of possible coastal defence work
identified several linear and rectilinear anomalies, subsequently shown to be Roman features by
excavation.!??

(3) Pocklington area: 15 silver denarii down to A.D. 161, found during metal-detecting.'?*

(4) Stamford Bridge, High Catton Road (SE 7130 5473): following geophysical survey east of
the Roman small town, close to the crossing of the river Derwent, nine trial trenches were excavated,
revealing a series of ditches in all but one, cut into the natural sands. One ditch, noted in four
trenches, was aligned west-south-west/east-north-east, c. 40 m north of the predicted line of the
Roman road, which ought to lie just outside the survey area. This may have defined the rear of
any settlement plots extending back from the road, though the small areas examined made it
difficult to reconstruct their layout; virtually all other features lay to the south. Several north—
south ditches probably represent plot boundaries or internal sub-divisions, while three successive
ditches, which turn north-west/south-east, might mark the repeated redefinition of the corner of
one such plot or sub-division. Several small pits and other structural features were recorded,

116 Excavation for York Conservation Trust was undertaken for York Archaeological Trust by G. Dean. Dr R. Hall
sent information.

17 Excavation for Nixon Homes Ltd was undertaken for York Archaeological Trust by K. Hunter-Man. Dr R. Hall
sent information.

18 For previous work see Britannia 36 (2005), 412—13; 37 (2006), 394.

119 Excavation for Mr and Mrs Robertson was undertaken for York Archaeological Trust by D. Evans. Dr R. Hall
sent information.

120 Information sent by Mr R. Abdy, British Museum.

121 For previous work see Britannia 35 (2004), 278.

122 'Work by Archaeological Services (WYAS) in association with Ed Dennison Archaeological Services. Ms J.
Richardson sent information.

123 'Work by Archaeological Services (WYAS). Ms J. Richardson sent information.

124 Information sent by Mr R. Abdy, British Museum.
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some sealed by a layer which was in turn overlain by part of a stone surface; a small uninscribed
altar was found nearby, lying on its back, perhaps re-used as a post-pad in conjunction with the
surface. Most of the associated pottery dates to the late third to fourth century A.D.!25

(5) Thwing (TA 699 058): work continued on this area of ladder settlement and the associated
stone building.2® The magnetometer survey was extended to cover all the cropmarks in the field
under excavation as well as almost all of those in the field to the east, an area of ¢. 7 ha. The complex
seems to have developed on either side of an irregular central ditch, with three sets of enclosure
types recognisable by their morphology. At least two areas are associated with settlement, one
comprising a series of roundhouses, presumed to be Iron Age in date, the other, which includes
the excavated structure, has evidence for extensive Roman activity as well as a possible Iron Age
precursor. A further series of enclosures show lower intensity activity, perhaps associated with
farming, while a final group may have been used as animal pens or for vegetable cultivation.

A single area (c. 24 m by 12 m) was opened, overlapping with the western end of Trench 2
excavated in 2005. This revealed a dense spread of chalk rubble, with occasional ceramic tiles
and sandstone roofing slabs. Towards its western end this overlay stratified deposits containing
rich organic material, pottery and bone. Cleaning identified the remains of in-sifu walling and
various robber-trenches, representing the remains of a rectangular structure ¢. 20 m long by 6
m wide, with what appears to have been wings (or pavilions) and a possible veranda or corridor
on the eastern side. The surviving walling was of high-quality, clean white chalk, cut into well-
dressed blocks and set in even horizontal courses. Fragments of diamond-shaped sandstone slab
tiles suggest that these were used for the roofing. An internal wall divided the building into
one-third and two-thirds portions. Wear in the corridor flooring suggests that the entrance was
half-way along this side. Partial removal of the rubble from the interior revealed a solid floor
of rammed chalk, together with substantial amounts of painted wall-plaster. Excavation of the
interior of the south wing involved the removal of various midden deposits containing animal
bone, pottery, and sea-food residues. Limited flotation produced well-preserved seeds and some
fish bones. Most of the pottery dates to the third and fourth centuries A.D.!27

LEEDS

(1) Adel (SE 277 411): geophysical survey covering c. 12 ha sought to investigate the site of
a presumed fort. Numerous anomalies indicate extensive settlement activity either side of a road
aligned east—west. At the east end of the site, bisected by the road, a square feature could represent
the fort. Activity continues for at least 200 m to the west, however, suggesting that the site is more
complex than initially thought and that its function may have changed over time.!28

(2) Castleford, land adjacent to Goodenough's Bakery, off Beancroft Road (SE 42589 25424):
a watching-brief during the digging of foundation trenches for a new dwelling located a sequence
of Roman deposits in the north-east corner of the site, containing a number of large pottery
fragments, dated to the early second to early third centuries A.D. This is likely to represent
dumping of domestic refuse associated with the vicus lying south of the fort.!??

(3) Castleford and Pontefract: 2 silver denarii down to A.D. 211 found during metal-detecting.
Both were struck by Caracalla as junior emperor, A.D. 198-211.130

125 Excavation by Humberside Field Archaeology. Mr T. Brigham sent information.

126 For previous work see Britannia 37 (2006), 397-8.

127 Work supervised by P. Johnson and R. Ferraby. Professor M. Millett sent an interim report.

128 Survey for the West Yorkshire HER was undertaken by Archaeological Services (WYAS). Ms J. Richardson
sent information.

129 Watching-brief details compiled for On Site Archaeology by G. Bruce. Mr N. Pearson sent information.

130 Information sent by Mr R. Abdy, British Museum.
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WAKEFIELD

(1) Normanton, Normanton Industrial Estate (SE 410 235): prior to the construction of an
extension, a number of enclosures and an associated field-system were excavated. The ditches
are likely to date to the late Iron Age or Romano-British periods. The field-system may be part
of a more extensive co-axial system covering many square miles.!3!

DONCASTER

(1) Armthorpe, West Moor Park (SE 6370 0500): investigations in advance of development
revealed a series of enclosure ditches and gullies, pits, post-holes, hearths and ovens/kilns, west
of a known area of ‘brickwork’ field-systems.!32 They probably indicate low-density industrial
activity, in association with the neighbouring agricultural activities. Many of the features seem
to have been short-lived, perhaps indicating that the site was in use for a relatively short period
before being abandoned. The large quantity of Yorkshire greyware found in the feature fills
suggests a Romano-British date.!33

(2) Bawtry (NGR withheld): a watching-brief identified the site of a potential temple. Finds
from topsoil stripping include 71 coins, 653 sherds of pottery, and four column bases, three
of which may be in situ. The coins date from the mid-third to late fourth century A.D. Their
composition is not consistent with a single hoard and they may represent votive offerings. The
pottery is of a similar date range and contains forms previously associated with burial and ritual
sites, including ‘tazze’ vessels (incense-burners). Magnetometer survey over an area of 0.5 ha
revealed potential archaeological anomalies, though without further investigation it is not clear
if they are associated with the finds.!3*

(3) Bentley Rise (SE 570 050): a watching-brief in advance of sewage pipeline works, in an
area of cropmarks known since 1979, failed to locate any trace of an associated trackway and
enclosure, suggesting that the archaeology here has been lost due to repeated deep ploughing
over the intervening 27 years.!35

(4) Long Sandall (NGR withheld): a possible new fort has been identified on the east bank of
the river Don during the systematic analysis of Meridian and RAF vertical air photographs. The
remains seem to represent the north-east corner of a double-ditched enclosure, ¢. 165 m long and
over 100 m wide.!36

(5) Mexborough, Pastures Road (SE 493 005): following magnetometer survey, 25 trial
trenches confirmed the presence of several ditches, probably forming two or three enclosures,
and a double-ditched trackway. Further excavation confirmed the presence of two enclosures,
one of which contained evidence of occupation including the truncated remains of a roundhouse
with pits and post-holes. Ditches defining several field enclosures were also identified and two
phases of activity were indicated. Quernstones and pottery suggest both Iron Age and Romano-
British activity.!37

(6) Norton, Barnsdale Bar Quarry, eastern extension (SE 515 415): further extension to the

131 Excavation undertaken by Archaeological Services (WYAS). Ms J. Richardson sent information.

132 For previous work see Britannia 35 (2004), 279-80.

133 Excavation undertaken by Archaeological Services (WYAS). Ms J. Richardson sent information.

134 ‘Watching-brief and survey undertaken by Archaeological Services (WYAS). Ms J. Richardson sent
information.

135 Watching-brief undertaken by Archaeological Services (WYAS). Ms J. Richardson sent information.

136 Work undertaken by Archaeological Services (WYAS) as part of an ongoing ALSF project. Ms J. Richardson
sent information.

137 Survey and excavation undertaken by Archaeological Services (WYAS). Ms J. Richardson sent information.
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quarry has revealed more of the enclosed and sub-divided landscape that was initially investigated
in 2003 and 2004.'38 Two small adjacent ditched enclosures have now been revealed, along with
a series of ditches forming an associated rectangular field pattern. Despite heavy truncation by
ploughing, the ditches contained a small quantity of Roman pottery and a crouched inhumation
burial.!3?

(7) Rossington, Rossington All Saints School (SK 620 972): evaluation of an extensive
‘brickwork’ field-system, recorded as cropmarks in the 1970s, failed to locate any surviving
remains, suggesting that the associated ditches had been destroyed by a combination of
repeated deep ploughing and subsequent landscaping during the creation of the school’s playing
fields. 140

LANCASHIRE

(1) Ribchester, 13 Church Street (SD 65011 35171): a watching-brief during the construction
of a kitchen extension recorded deposits dating to the late first/early second century and the mid-
third/mid-fourth century A.D. These lay on top of a metalled surface thought to represent the
remains of a road running north-east from the fort, perhaps that which connected it to the fort at
Burrow-in-Lonsdale.!*!

CHESHIRE

(1) Nantwich: (a) The Burgess Site, St Anne’s Lane (SJ 6480 5237): extensive excavation
revealed an area of Roman activity on higher ground, immediately to the rear of the properties
fronting the south side of Welsh Row. These overlooked a low-lying area to the south and east,
on the flood plain of the river Weaver, and contained deep accumulations of waterlogged organic
material, within which were a number of Roman features. The most notable was a thick clay
surface, measuring c¢. 3 m by 4 m, which extended beyond the northern limits of the excavation.
It was set into the natural sand to a depth of ¢. 0.4 m and contained a number of pronounced
linear discolourations on its surface. These were not the result of burning, but may indicate a
demolished superstructure. Its precise function is unknown, but is likely to be connected with the
industrial activity now known to extend over a large area either side of the Weaver. Other Roman
features included pits, gullies, and a section of road.!42

(b) Nantwich Town Football Club, Kingsley Fields (SJ 6460 5300): monitoring of topsoil
stripping and supervised metal-detecting was carried out during the construction of new facilities,
on a site immediately north of the area of settlement, salt production, and other industrial activity
excavated in 2002.143 No further features were identified, confirming that the previous work had
defined the northern limits of Roman activity. Metal-detecting, however, recovered nearly 400
pieces of metal from the topsoil. These dated to all periods, but included a significant amount of
lead waste, much of which may derive from lead tanks known to have been used for the boiling
of brine in the Roman period. A complete example of a tank of this type was recovered from the
nearby Kingsley Fields Farm in the 1980s.144

138 For previous work see Britannia 36 (2005), 417.

139 Work undertaken by Archaeological Services (WYAS). Ms J. Richardson sent information.

140 Evaluation undertaken by Archaeological Services (WYAS). Ms J. Richardson sent information.

141" Watching-brief by Chris Fern (Fern Archaeology), working for Greenlane Archaeology Ltd, on behalf of Miss
P. Dunn. Ms J. Dawson sent information.

142 Excavation for Muller Property was supervised for Gifford by L. Hayes. Mr M. Leah sent information.

143 For previous work see Britannia 34 (2003), 318-19.

144 Excavation for Bossons Ltd was supervised for L-P Archaeology by B. Poole and C. Statter. Supervised
metal-detecting was carried out by members of the Crewe and Nantwich Metal Detecting Club. Mr M. Leah sent
information.
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LINCOLNSHIRE

(1) Boston, St Thomas Drive (TF 3242 4237): excavation in advance of housing development
identified enclosure ditches and pits relating to activity in the second and third centuries A.D.
The pottery assemblage shows an unusual combination of north Lincolnshire and Dales Ware
vessels, alongside copies of BB2 vessels more common in the Nene Valley area. A few sherds
of Central Gaulish samian were noted, but the proportion of fine wares was very low. A large,
rectangular, steep-sided pit, carefully aligned to the corner of the enclosure, with fine charcoal-
rich fills, appears to have served some small-scale industrial purpose. After a brief occupation,
the site apparently reverted to salt marsh.!43

(2) Burgh-le-marsh, High Street (TF 4998 6492): two small trial trenches identified remains
of third- to fourth-century A.D. occupation, including possible wall foundations and quantities
of structural daub. Pottery and faunal assemblages also suggest domestic occupation in the
immediate vicinity.!4

(3) Caistor, North Kelsey Road (TA 0967 0106): trial-trenching on land c. 2 km west of the
Roman town identified elements of a ditched field-system of later Iron Age to Roman date. The
small pottery assemblage is entirely in the native tradition, but includes fabrics which continued
in use into the early Roman period.!'4’

(4) Hale: 881 copper-alloy nummi down to A.D. 337, found apparently in two distinct groups
during metal-detecting.!48

(5) Lincoln, Swanpool (SK 9485 7080): magnetometer survey and fieldwalking in advance of
a proposed development clarified the full extent of archaeological activity associated with the
major Roman pottery manufacturing industry of the late third and fourth centuries A.D.!4?

(6) Stamford, Gwash Valley (TF 0426 0803): evaluation revealed a series of ditched boundaries
yielding material of the later second to fourth century A.D. The sparse artefact assemblage
suggests that the features represent agricultural land divisions.!'3?

5. THE MIDLANDS
By PAUL BOOTH

SHROPSHIRE

(1) Chetwynd Aston and Woodcote: 13 radiate coins additional to material discovered in
2005. The hoard total now stands at 56 radiates to A.D. 274.15!

145 Excavation for HPC Homes was supervised for Archaeological Project Services by M. Peachey. Mr S. Malone
sent information.

146 Trial-trenching for P. Kadchha was supervised for Archaeological Project Services by T. Bradley-Lovekin. Mr
S. Malone sent information.

147 Trial-trenching for C+G Concrete was supervised for Archaeological Project Services by K. Murphy. Mr S.
Malone sent information.

148 Information from Mr R. Abdy, British Museum.

149 Survey and fieldwalking undertaken by Archaeological Services (WYAS). Ms J. Richardson sent information.

150 Evaluation for F.H. Gilham and Co. was supervised for Archaeological Project Services by K. Murphy. Mr S.
Malone sent information.

151 Found by Messrs 1. and D. Wild while searching with metal-detector. BM ref. 2006 T559 (original find 2005
T70). R. Abdy sent information.
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(2) Pattingham: a hoard of 7 denarii up to A.D. 173. The earliest coin, unusually, is a Republican
issue of 46 B.C.15?

STAFFORDSHIRE

(1) Alrewas and Fradley: a hoard of 38 sestertii up to A.D. 169 was associated with sherds of
a colour-coated beaker.!33

HEREFORDSHIRE

(1) Credenhill, barn at Magna Castra Farm (SO 4430 4280): an evaluation trench very close
to the walled town of Kenchester produced thirteen very small and abraded Roman pot-sherds,
probably all Severn Valley ware, and five small pieces of Roman brick or tile.!5

(2) Pixley, Court-y-Park (SO 6470 3970): the 140 ha site of a proposed golf course and leisure
facility was evaluated. The most significant archaeological features were found in the north of
the site. In Trench 21 a shallow feature containing a charcoal-rich deposit, including smithing
slag, and an apparently random arrangement of large boulders was dated to the late third to
fourth centuries A.D. A ditch in Trench 27 adjacent was dated by pottery to the late second/early
third century. It too contained iron-working slags, as well as partly-worked iron bars with hearth-
slag coatings.!33

WORCESTERSHIRE

(1) Bredon A and B: a hoard of 16 base silver radiates to A.D. 260 and a hoard of 2 silver
siliquae to A.D. 367.156

WARWICKSHIRE

(1) Alcester: (a) 10 Meeting Lane (SP 0924 5748): observation on the eastern side of the
defended area of the Roman town revealed a clay layer that may have been part of the defensive
rampart.137 (b) Swan Court, Swan Street (SP 0887 5732): evaluation of a site immediately south
of the fourth-century town defences exposed a series of probable Roman deposits, including
a layer of waterlogged timber and other organic remains. Subsequent observation recorded a
pebble surface of probable Roman date.'33 (¢) 66 Bleachfield Street (SP 0889 5706): observation
in the extramural area of the town revealed undated, but presumably Romano-British pits.!5?

(2) Barford, Barford Bypass (SP 267 605): observation recorded Romano-British field
boundary gullies at four places along the bypass route, some relating to a contemporary cropmark
complex to the east.!%0

(3) Coleshill, Ennersdale Road (SP 1985 9019): excavation at the south-east end of the

152 Found by Mr F. Taylor while searching with a metal-detector. BM ref. 2006 T452. R. Abdy sent information.

153 Found with the aid of a metal-detector by Mr P. Phillips. BM ref. 2006 T141. R. Abdy sent information.

154 Work by Archaeological Investigations Ltd. L. Craddock-Bennett sent information.

155 Work by L. Craddock-Bennett, Archaeological Investigations Ltd, for Court-y-Park Golf and Leisure. L.
Craddock-Bennett sent information.

156 Found by Messrs R. Hart, C. Thompson and S. Burgess with the aid of a metal-detector. BM ref. 2006 T474.
R. Abdy sent information.

157 Work by C. Rann, Warwickshire Museum, for Mr N. Barker. N. Palmer sent information.

158 Work by P. Thompson and S. Palmer, Warwickshire Museum, for Nu-Craft Builders Ltd. N. Palmer sent
information.

159 Work by S. Palmer, Warwickshire Museum, for Mr A. Page. N. Palmer sent information.

160 Work by S. Palmer, Warwickshire Museum, for Warwickshire County Council Highways Design. N. Palmer
sent information.
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Grimstock Hill settlement revealed enclosure ditches and two sections of a metalled east—west
road. To the south of the road there were post-holes belonging to several substantial timber
buildings, while to the north there were possible beam-slots of another building and an oven
constructed of reused roof-tiles.1!

(4) Hampton Lucy, The Barns, Grove Field Farm (SP 263 595): observation of service
trenches across a cropmark complex revealed Iron Age pits and ditches and a Romano-British
enclosure ditch.162

(5) Stratford-upon-Avon, /19 Tiddington Road (SP 2173 5572): excavation on a site evaluated
in 2005 towards the northern edge of the Roman settlement revealed more of the late first- and
second-century enclosure gullies and the Anglo-Saxon enclosure ditch previously recorded on
adjacent properties. North of the enclosures there was a single pit, while to the south there were
three more late Roman inhumation burials, to add to two found in the evaluation. Two of the
burials were decapitated.!6

LEICESTERSHIRE

(1) Leicester (Ratae), Vine Street: a hoard of 445 copper-alloy nummi (A.D. 317-346) was
found during controlled archaeological investigation. Some were tightly packed into what may
have been a wooden chest, the rest were scattered in a small area.!64

(2) Rothley, The Grange (SK 586 127): evaluation in 2005-06 uncovered an inhumation
cemetery, possibly of late Roman or early medieval date. Fragments of late Roman pottery and
ceramic building material were also recovered, suggesting the presence of nearby settlement. %

NORTHAMPTONSHIRE
(1) Caldecote: a hoard of 54 nummi to A.D. 378. Only 15 are even partly legible.!%0

(2) Deanshanger, Kingsbrook School (SP 7684 3957): archaeological features to the south-
east of a Roman villa first identified in 1957 were examined.'” Excavations in 1972, 197475,
1996, and 2004 had expanded upon the original evidence for the site. There were late first-century
to early second-century ditched enclosures to the south-east of the villa. Robbed walls dating
to the late second and early third centuries defined the south-east corner of the villa courtyard
and were aligned on the earlier enclosure pattern. Two circular stone structures, probably bread
ovens, were also found.

(3) Irchester Roman Town (SP 94244 67793): evaluation, comprising three test pits, took place
on land to the north-west of Irchester Roman town in advance of the construction of an access
road and car park.!%® The subsoil contained sherds of first- to fourth-century pottery. During a

161 Work by P. Thompson, Warwickshire Museum, for North Warwickshire Borough Council and Waterloo Housing
Association. N. Palmer sent information.

162 Work by S. Palmer, Warwickshire Museum for Mr D.W. Clark. N. Palmer sent information.

163 Work by S. Palmer, Warwickshire Museum for Mrs R. Velarde. N. Palmer sent information.

164 Work by University of Leicester Archaeological Services. BM ref. 2006 T311. R. Abdy sent information.

165 Work by D. McNicol, Oxford Archaeology, on behalf of John Samuels Archaeological Consultants (JSAC). E.
Biddulph sent information.

166 Found by Messrs P. Warren and J. Care with the aid of a metal-detector. BM ref. 2006 T215. R. Abdy sent
information.

167 Work by J. Brown and E. Taylor for Northamptonshire Archaeology on behalf of Northamptonshire County
Council. P. Chapman sent information.

168 Work by P. Mason for Northamptonshire Archaeology on behalf of Northamptonshire County Council. P.
Chapman sent information.
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watching-brief whilst the ground was prepared for the construction, ten human skeletons, dated
to the early to mid-fourth century by pottery within the grave fills, were exposed and excavated.
Anomalous bone growth inside the skull of one of the skeletons may be the result of meningitis.

(4) Northampton, Upton, Pineham North, Site 1 (SP 712 582): excavation in advance of the
first two stages of a major residential and business/industrial development was carried out on
sites identified from fieldwalking, geophysical investigation, and trial-trenching.'®® An area of
late Iron Age settlement was succeeded in the first century A.D. by a small farming settlement
that continued in occupation throughout the Roman period until the late fourth century, although
there may have been a brief hiatus in occupation in the third century (FIG. 14). Associated with
the early Roman settlement were three cremation burials. Two were accompanied by a number
of luxury items, including a small range of Roman fine wares and conical glass jugs, dating to
the late first to early second century A.D. Also dating to the late first/early second century were
a circular stone and timber building and a T-shaped malting oven. The settlement underwent
significant changes during its history, with much recutting and realignment of the ditch systems,
and at least four main phases have been identified through to the late fourth century.
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FIG. 14. The Iron Age to late Roman settlement at Northampton, Pinecham North, Site 1.
(Drawing courtesy of Northamptonshire Archaeology)

169 Work by S. Carlyle for Northamptonshire Archaeology commissioned by ProLogis Developments Ltd via
Under Construction Archaeology. P. Chapman sent information.
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(5) Towcester, 147 Watling Street (SP 693 487): an evaluation was carried out on land proposed
for development.!70 Parts of three stone walls with an associated floor indicated the presence of
a Roman building, while later post-holes suggest that it was replaced by a timber structure.
A considerable quantity of pottery was recovered, ranging in date from the late first to third
centuries A.D., along with two Roman coins and a quantity of metal objects, including a lead
weight, a spoon and iron nails.

(6) West Haddon Bypass, Village Farm (SP 6284 7243): an open-area excavation and series
of watching-briefs took place after field survey and trail-trenching had demonstrated the survival
of Romano-British settlement.!”! The earliest evidence for occupation was an undated, circular
ditched enclosure and a larger irregular enclosure defined by a sinuous gully. The Romano-
British settlement comprised a series of sub-rectangular enclosures set out either side of a ditched
trackway. Parts of three such enclosures together with associated features and a section of the
trackway were examined. The evidence indicates a rural settlement of modest status whose
economy was based upon crop cultivation. The settlement appears to have been established in
the mid-first century A.D. and reached its zenith in the second to third centuries before being
abandoned by the late third century.

CAMBRIDGESHIRE

(1) Bourn, Airfield: ahoard of 15 Constantinian nummi was found in archaeological excavation
of the fill of a boundary ditch enclosing a Romano-British rural settlement.!7

(2) Childerley Gate: a hoard of 4,487 ‘barbarous radiates’ to c¢. A.D. 274 found, during arch-
aeological excavation, buried within a farm enclosure in a pit that was probably dug for this
purpose.'3

(3) Fulborn, The Chantry (TL 5205 5638): excavation uncovered a pit containing a small
quantity of Roman pottery, including a sherd from a flanged bowl in Oxfordshire red colour-
coated ware. The pit probably represents low-level activity in the hinterland of the villa recorded
500 m to the north.!74

(4) Papworth Everard, Summersfield (TL 2850 6250): trial-trenching uncovered a ditched
enclosure, possibly for stock, on higher ground to the west of Ermine Street, and dating to the
later part of the Roman period.'”> The limited quantity of finds from the enclosure, including
very few personal items, suggests that settlement was not particularly intensive and may have
been seasonal in nature. Small quantities of finds were recovered from a scatter of features
across the remainder of the development area.

(5) Steeple Morden, land adjacent to Station Quarry (TL 307 393): a small quantity of Roman
pottery was recovered from fieldwalking.!7¢

(6) Wilburton, Mereham New Community (TL 489 730): an evaluation consisting of trenches

170 Work by A. Foard-Colby, Northamptonshire Archaeology, for John Samuels Archaeological Consultants, on
behalf of Paul Mantle Partnership. P. Chapman sent information.

171 Work by P. Mason and A. Foard-Colby for Northamptonshire Archaeology commissioned by Atkins Heritage,
on behalf of Northamptonshire County Council. P. Chapman sent information.

172 Work by Albion Archaeology. BM ref. 2005 T537. R. Abdy sent information.

173 Work by Albion Archaeology. BM ref. 2005 T253. R. Abdy sent information.

174 Work by M. Germany, Essex County Council Field Archaeology Unit, for H.C. Moss Ltd. D. Maynard sent
information.

175 Work by M. Pocock, Essex County Council Field Archaeology Unit for Barratt Eastern Counties. D. Maynard
sent information.

176 Work by B. Matthews, Oxford Archaeology, for Omya UK Ltd. E. Biddulph sent information.
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targeting anomalies revealed by geophysical survey uncovered the southern extent of a middle
Iron Age farmstead.'”” This appears to have declined during this time, but was re-occupied in
the later Roman period.

(7) Yaxley, The Broadway (TL 7690 3961): open area excavation on 1.9 ha during July to
October 2005 followed the identification by geophysical survey and trial-trenching of Iron
Age and Roman settlement.!”® The earliest features comprised a principal east-west boundary
ditch, with late Iron Age enclosures and roundhouse ring ditches occupied into the first century
A.D. The enclosure pattern was expanded northwards in the early second century, although the
roundhouses may have fallen out of use. The enclosures were extended again in the mid-second
to mid-third centuries, with a new principal boundary ditch to the west. This may have marked
the establishment of a villa of some wealth, as indicated by the recovery of building materials,
including a fragment of polished Alwalton Marble (from near Peterborough) and other decorative
building stone. A small cemetery was established over the course of two or three generations
along the western perimeter. The site was laid out on a new configuration in the late third century,
forming a pattern of smaller enclosures. This is likely to coincide with a major change in the
agricultural economy and marked the final phase of the Roman settlement.

BEDFORDSHIRE

(1) Bedford, Cambridge Road (TL 0756 4807): excavation in 2005 took place on a multi-
period site on the terrace gravels of the river Great Ouse lying on the southern edge of Bedford,
prior to the development of a business/industrial park.'” The northern fringe of the Romano-
British settlement of Eastcotts, predominantly dated to the second and third centuries A.D., which
had been partly excavated in the mid-1990s prior to the construction of the A421 by-pass, was
fully excavated. Finds from large, waterlogged pits include the remains of a leather shoe, leather
scraps, a wooden double-sided comb, and a wooden bobbin. There were a number of smaller
pits, which produced a large assemblage of Roman pottery dating to the late second to early
third century A.D., and kiln bars found within this ‘backyard’ area indicate that there was pottery
production in the immediate vicinity. There was no surviving evidence for any buildings or other
structures. Features beyond the northern boundary of the settlement included a stone-lined well,
a probable watering hole for livestock, various pits, and an extended inhumation burial.

(2) Dunstable, Ashton St Peter’s Lower School, Church Street (TL 0186 2220): a four-trench
evaluation revealed a number of pits and linear features containing Roman pottery of the early
first to late fourth century A.D. and a residual Iron Age sherd. Two fourth-century Roman coins
were also recovered.!80

(3) Kempston-Biddenham, Bedford Western By-pass: (a) Site 3 (TL 0192 4797): open-area
excavation was undertaken!8! on the periphery of a substantial Romano-British farmstead/villa
known from non-intrusive survey at the southern end of the Biddenham Loop.!8? The settlement

177 Work by J. Hiller, Oxford Archaeology, for CgMs Consulting. E. Biddulph sent information.

178 Work by J. Brown, Northamptonshire Archaeology, on behalf of Taylor Woodrow. P. Chapman sent inform-
ation.

179 Work by S. Carlyle, Northamptonshire Archaeology, commissioned by John Samuels Archaeological Consult-
ants on behalf of Gazeley Properties Limited. P. Chapman sent information.

180 Work by N. Lambert, Oxford Archaeology, for Turley Associates Ltd on behalf of Aldi Stores Ltd. E. Biddulph
sent information.

181 Work by M. Luke, B. Barker, I. Beswick, M. Smith and J. Archer, Albion Archaeology. M. Luke sent inform-
ation.

182 See M. Luke forthcoming Life in a Loop: Investigations of a Prehistoric and Romano-British Landscape at the
Biddenham Loop, Bedfordshire, East Anglian Archaeology Monograph.
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was established before the Roman Conquest and remained in use throughout the Romano-British
period. A series of small rectilinear enclosures was excavated, fitting the pattern revealed by
non-intrusive survey. The majority of the enclosures within the excavation area did not contain
evidence for domestic activity. However, inhumation cemeteries in two of the most peripheral
enclosures contained a total of 29 graves. The majority of the skeletons were extended and
the head of one was repositioned between the feet. Sufficient nails were recovered from five
graves to suggest the presence of a coffin. A small proportion of the burials were accompanied
by grave-goods, including hobnailed shoes, glass and ceramic vessels, a glass-bead necklace,
copper bracelets, earrings, and a bronze finger-ring. Away from the cemeteries was a pottery
kiln, provisionally dated to the fourth century on the basis of archacomagnetic analysis. Its
stokehole utilised a partially infilled enclosure ditch.

(b) Site 5 (TL 0163 4768): open area excavation was undertaken!83 on the opposite side of the
river Great Ouse to Site 3 within the extensive Romano-British settlement centred on Kempston
Church End.'®* The settlement was established prior to the Conquest and occupied throughout
the Romano-British period (FIG. 15). A metalled roadway with side ditches constructed in the
late first century was the focus of the settlement; previous work has shown that it continued
northwards for over 450 m. It appears to have remained in use throughout the life of the
settlement and was associated with other trackways positioned perpendicular to it. A series of
ditched enclosures was attached to the roadway ditches. Domestic activity was concentrated in
the enclosures adjacent to the roadway and comprised evidence for timber and stone buildings,
stone-lined wells, isolated pits and post-holes. At least 25 large cess-pits, some intercutting, were
located towards the rear of the domestic enclosures. The layout and position of the enclosures
changed over time but the earlier boundaries were often re-used.

(c) Site § (TL 0147 4739): open area excavation located several severely truncated Roman
features.!®5 A number of parallel gullies containing small quantities of Romano-British pottery
are interpreted as cultivation trenches. Although undated, an unurned cremation burial and a
possible square building may also be of this period. The remains appear to indicate activity on
the periphery of the extensive settlement centred on Kempston Church End.

HERTFORDSHIRE

(1) Ashwell, near Baldock: a fourth and final season of excavation took place in September
2006 on ritual deposits and structures at the find-spot of a hoard of temple treasure which had
been dedicated to the newly-discovered deity, Senuna.'8¢ The 2004-05 excavation area was
re-opened, measuring 16 m square. The area was extended on its north side by 2 m to examine
more of the centre of the enclosure, while a trench measuring 10 m by 3 m was extended to the
west from the north-west corner to reveal a larger area of the later Romano-British gravelled
surface and to seek any relationship with an approximately north—south track-way shown by the
geophysical survey. A 10 m by 7 m extension from the south edge of the area was designed to
define the southern extent of the deposits.

The southern extension revealed that the deposits ceased after a few metres. It confirmed the
previously observed sequence of events; around the second quarter of the first century A.D.,
topsoil on the south side of a large, possibly natural, hollow was stripped to the underlying
natural chalky-clay colluvium and a flint gravel surface laid. Organic soils then formed that were
sealed by chalk pebble surfaces on at least two occasions.

183 'Work by M. Luke, B. Barker, I. Beswick, M. Smith and J. Archer, Albion Archaeology. M. Luke sent information.
184 M. Dawson, Archaeology of the Bedford Region, BAR Brit. Ser. 373 (2004), 152-228.

185 Work by M. Luke, B. Barker, I. Beswick, M. Smith and J. Archer, Albion Archaeology. M. Luke sent information.
186 For previous work see Britannia 36 (2005), 489; Britannia 37 (2006), 411-13.
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Domestic Enclosure: I:I

Road Surface:

50 m Conjectured line:

FIG. 15. Bedford Western Bypass: Site 5 during the second to third century.
(Drawing courtesy of Albion Archaeology)

The trench extended to the west demonstrated that the later Romano-British gravel surface
continued and merged with the surface of the metalled road 10 m beyond. This road was of at
least four phases, the earliest of which was unmetalled and formed a hollow-way dating from
about the early first century A.D.

On the north side of the excavation area, in the centre of the enclosure-hollow, was a sequence
of clay-built hearths, forming an elliptical ring around a clay-built platform. On its surface lay
debris from feasting, including much broken pottery, animal bones and oyster shells, and also

https://doi.org/10.3815/000000007784016412 Published online by Cambridge University Press


https://doi.org/10.3815/000000007784016412

280 ROMAN BRITAIN IN 2006

artefacts that may have been deliberately deposited as part of the rituals. These included the two
halves of a puddingstone quern, fragments of pipe-clay figurines, stone and pottery spindle-
whorls, and metalwork — coins (mostly Iron Age), iron nails and unidentified iron objects
and copper-alloy personal items such as brooches. The westernmost hearth had part of a Late
Bronze Age sword blade in its make-up. The last hearth in the sequence, on the east side of
the arrangement, was possibly as late as the third century A.D. It was cut by a shallow midden
pit containing considerable quantities of ovicaprid bones, oyster shells, and a large variety of
broken pottery, including decorated samian ware and a sherd of possible Arretine ware depicting
a flying bird and a ram’s head.

Inserted into the central clay surface were several small pits, each containing calcined bone
and ash. The largest and deepest pit produced pot sherds, animal bone, part of a copper-alloy
bangle and, at the base, an Iron Age coin. Another pit also had an Iron Age coin at its base.

Apparently as a result of ritual feasting, organic soils formed across the whole hollow and
above the hearths and earliest gravel surface. These soils are rich in artefacts and ecofacts. The
soils were periodically sealed by the laying of chalk pebble or flint gravel surfaces. On the west
side of the central clay platform and hearths, further articulated pig skeletons were recorded.

The site as a whole was used for feasting and other rituals involving the deposition of
votive offerings at funerals, both before and after the cremation of the deceased elsewhere but
presumably nearby. The two chalk rubble-floored structures found in previous years may have
been for the exposure of corpses prior to cremation. Once a body had been cremated and the
bulk of the remains buried in a nearby cemetery (as yet unlocated), it appears that some cremated
remains were brought back onto the site to be either scattered around the hearths or placed in
specially-dug small pits.!37

(2) Harpenden, M1 Junction 9 (TL 0925 1490): excavation was carried out in advance of
motorway improvements.!88 Features of Roman date included two roughly north—south aligned
trackways defined by ditches, and further ditches probably forming part of a rectilinear field-
system between the trackways. At the south end of the site a less regular group of features
included more ditches, waterholes/wells, and a probable lime kiln. These probably related to a
farmstead lying close by, perhaps just to the east. The dating evidence indicates that the majority
of activity was of late Iron Age to early Roman date.

(3) Kings Langley: 4 coins found in a 2 m by 2 m square area supplement 13 others found over
a 30-year period. All the extant coins (16) are of Postumus (A.D. 260-269).!89

(4) St Albans (Verulamium), The Kingsbury Dairy, Branch Road (TL 1386 0757): a watching-
brief was carried out during piling works for the proposed West Terrace.!? Seventeen piles were
monitored. One sherd of Roman pottery dated to A.D. 200-250 was found in the upcast of pile 10.

(5) St Michael, M1 Junction 8 Northbound (TL 0940 0740): excavation was carried out in
advance of motorway improvements.!°! Late Iron Age and Roman activity included a north-

187 Excavation was directed by G.R. Burleigh (who sent information) in collaboration with The British Museum,
The Heritage Network Ltd, North Hertfordshire Archaeological Society and North Hertfordshire Museums. The work
was funded by The Townley Group (Friends of The British Museum).

188 Work directed by V. Diez, Oxford Archaeology, commissioned by Atkins Heritage on behalf of Balfour Beatty/
Skanska. P. Booth sent information.

189 Work by the Hertfordshire FLO, J. Watters, original finds by Mrs Rusted. BM ref. 2006 T370. R. Abdy sent
information.

190 Work by P. Askew, Museum of London Archaeological Services, for Henry Developments Ltd (HE-KDS06).
V. Gardiner sent information.

191 Work directed by V. Diez, Oxford Archaeology, commissioned by Atkins Heritage on behalf of Balfour Beatty/
Skanska. P. Booth sent information.
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east—south-west aligned trackway, part of a field-system, and more complex arrangements of
ditches belonging to a settlement south of the trackway. These defined part of a double-ditched
curvilinear enclosure with the space between the two ditches sub-divided, possibly into pens
for livestock. The centre of the enclosure contained pits and post-holes, probably indicating
occupation, though no buildings can be identified at present. Other Roman features included
two possible lime-kilns lying north of the trackway, and three quarry pits (for chalk and/or flint)
and a corn-drying oven lying south of the settlement. The latter was cut by a rectilinear, double-
ditched enclosure of later Roman date.

BUCKINGHAMSHIRE

(1) Fenny Stratford, Belvedere Nurseries (SP 8874 3395): a watching-brief uncovered
evidence for a Roman field-system.!?? Four ditches, containing Roman pottery and animal bone,
were identified. Previous work had revealed Roman inhumations, though none was seen during
the watching-brief.

MILTON KEYNES

(1) Newport Pagnell, Walnuts Farm (SP 856 431): following evaluation, excavation took
place on Iron Age and Romano-British settlement.!®3 There was a small late Iron Age settlement
in the northern part of the site. A linear boundary ditch ran for 163 m, and continued beyond
the excavation. Its fill contained some early Roman pottery, although the boundary may have
been established in the Iron Age. Transverse ditches suggest the setting out of adjacent field
boundaries, and the linear ditch probably bounded a droveway. By the later first century A.D. a
ditched enclosure had been created immediately north of the boundary while a square enclosure
to the south was added in the second century. These two enclosures were maintained and recut
through the third and fourth centuries (FIG. 16). Both enclosures contained internal sub-divisions
and other gullies, pits and post-holes. These features produced a wide range of domestic artefacts,
including evidence for small-scale bronze casting, but no house plans survived. The animal bone
assemblage was dominated by cattle, indicating that pastoral farming was an important aspect of
the economy, while fragments of rotary querns and millstones, and the remains of drying-ovens
with the presence of charred cereals relate to arable exploitation.

OXFORDSHIRE

(1) Chinnor, Lower Farm (SP 74926 00357): the owner reported the finding of an inhumation
during the excavation for a land drain.!%* The body was lying on its side with its lower legs and
arms to the rear as if bound at the time of burial. Four pits were also partly visible within the
trench. A sherd of Romano-British greyware may have come from the grave fill. It is reported
that the field to the west is popular with metal-detectorists. This suggests a Romano-British
settlement site of some extent.

(2) Chiselhampton, Chiselhampton House (SU 5955 9906): an excavation located extensive
field-systems of two phases.!?> The Phase 1 late Iron Age to early Roman field-system was
aligned roughly north—south and parallel to the river Thames, comprising ditches intersecting

192 Work by A. Norton, Oxford Archaeology, commissioned by Dobbies Garden Centre plc. E. Biddulph sent
information.

193 Work by S. Morris of Northamptonshire Archaeology commissioned by WSP Environmental Ltd on behalf of
GladeDale Homes. P. Chapman sent information.

194 Work by J. Moore, John Moore Heritage Services for Mr N. Potter. J. Moore sent information.

195 Work by G. Williams, John Moore Heritage Services. J. Moore sent information.
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FIG. 16. The Roman enclosure system at Newport Pagnell.

(Drawing courtesy of Northamptonshire Archaeology)

at right angles. The evidence was concentrated in the northern part of the excavation, although
ditches did extend into the southern part of the site. The broad ditches delimited at least four,
and possibly more, putative fields. No domestic or occupation activity was identified, but pottery
suggests the existence of a settlement in the vicinity. The Phase 2 field-system was identified on
the basis of stratigraphic relationships and the similar characteristics of several gullies/ditches.

These are dated by pottery to the early Roman period. An unphased pit containing a human
cremation burial was also associated with these ditches.

(3) Dorchester-on-Thames: (a) Bridge End, The Chequers (SU 5785 9394): evaluation prior to
development suggested that the area lies within a post-medieval gravel quarry. It had previously
been thought that the Roman defences lay within this area, but these are demonstrably to the
north of the site.!1°® (b) 51 Watling Lane (SU 57677 94106): a watching-brief was conducted
during the excavation of foundations for a new studio.!®” Deposits relating to the rampart of the

Roman walled town were encountered. Significantly this clearly shows the defences turning to
the north. The line of the eastern defences is thus confirmed.

(4) Kingston Bagpuize, Pinewoods Road (SU 3850 9850): manuring scatters of Roman
pottery were observed during an evaluation.!%8

196 Work by D. Gilbert, John Moore Heritage Services. J. Moore sent information.
197 ‘Work by J. Moore of John Moore Heritage Services. J. Moore sent information.

198 Work by G. Laws, Oxford Archaeology, for Hanson Aggregates Ltd. E. Biddulph sent information.
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(5) Letcombe Regis, former Dow Agrosciences Site (SU 37952 86302): ten evaluation trenches
were excavated. Several pits and ditches of Roman date were recorded.!?®

(6) Oxford, South Parks Road (SP 5154 0700): a watching-brief revealed a series of linear
features dated to the late Iron Age or early Roman period.?%0

(7) Woodstock, Oxford School of Drama (SP 4501 1898): a watching-brief revealed the
continuation of one of the Roman-period roadside ditches of Akeman Street observed during a
1996 evaluation.20!

6. EAST ANGLIA
By PAUL BOOTH

NORFOLK

(1) Near Dereham: 43 silver denarii ranging in date from Mark Antony to Severus Alexander
were found in the same limited area as the large hoard of 964 coins to A.D. 240 discovered in
2004202

(2) Langley-with-Hardley: a group of 33 base silver radiates found in 2004 are addenda to a
scattered hoard dated to c. A.D. 278 initially discovered in March 1997.203

(3) Swaffham, Brandon Road (TF 8235 0731): a small open area excavation identified a ditch
containing small quantities of Roman pottery and roof-tile.2% The paucity of finds, and their
abraded nature, suggests that the focus of occupation probably lay further east.

SUFFOLK

(1) Barham, Barham Quarry Phase 3 (TM 13 51): further work adjacent to an area previously
reported?%S revealed mainly Iron Age features but included a small pit containing a copper-alloy
skillet handle.20

(2) Bramford, Blood Hill (TM 11 48): during topsoil-stripping in advance of quarrying three
Roman inhumation graves were excavated 297 Two contained single inhumations whilst the third
contained three skeletons, two juveniles laid either side of an adult. One juvenile was wearing
copper-alloy bracelets and a black glass-bead necklace; glass beads and an inverted pot lay
between the other juvenile and the adult.

199 Work by A. Mackinder, Museum of London Archaeological Services, for Letcombe Manor Estate Ltd (OX-
DOWO06). V. Gardiner sent information.

2000 Work by I. Cook, Oxford Archaeology, for Oxford City Council. E. Biddulph sent information.

201 Fieldwork commissioned by BGS Architects and supervised by M. Sims, Oxford Archaeology. E. Biddulph
sent information.

202 Found by Mr and Mrs P. and S. Buckley whilst searching with metal-detectors. BM ref. 2006 T149, additional
to 2004 T463. R. Abdy sent information.

203 Discovered by Mr K. Canham whilst searching with a metal-detector. BM ref. 2006 T87. For other addenda see
Treasure Annual Reports 1998-99, no. 301; 2000, no. 254; 2001, no. 192. R. Abdy sent information.

204 Work by M. Luke, B. Barker and A. Bell, Albion Archaeology. M. Luke sent information.

205 Britannia 36 (2005), 415.

206 Work by R. Atfield, Suffolk County Council Archaeological Service, for Brett Aggregates. J. Plouviez sent
information.

207 Work by M. Sommers, Suffolk County Council Archaeological Service, for Woody’s Skip Hire. J. Plouviez
sent information.
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(3) Burgate: 11 late Roman silver siliquae (to A.D. 402) found in 20062%8 are addenda to the
hoard found on three occasions in the early 1990s.29° The total now stands at 1 solidus, 183
siliquae, 1 half-siliqua, and 1 nummus.

(4) Great Barton: a single coin is added to an existing hoard.2!? The total now stands at 14
coins (to A.D. 313).

(5) Hoxne: 4 clipped silver siliquae additional to the main hoard,?!! as follows: A.D. 355-360,
Constantius II and Julian Caesar and A.D. 360-363, Julian Augustus (1, mint uncertain); A.D.
388-95, Theodosius I, Valentinian II, Eugenius and Arcadius (1, Milan); A.D. 395-402, Honorius
and Arcadius (2, both Milan). Deposited A.D. 408.212

(6) Ixworth, former Mulleys Garage (TL 93 70): archaeological evaluation identified Roman
activity consisting of a soil horizon, pits, post-holes and a ditch.?!3

(7) Long Melford, land off New Road (TL 86 45): an archaeological evaluation was carried
out in advance of development of three houses within a large Roman settlement.?!4 Four or five
Roman pits were identified, sealed below a preserved Roman soil layer.

(8) Mildenhall, Washington Street, Beck Row (TL 68 77): evaluation in advance of replacement
military housing identified late Iron Age and Roman ditch systems and occasional pits.2!> The
dense scatter of features indicates an extension of the multi-period site that lies directly to the
north 216

(9) Rendham: a hoard of 22 copper-alloy nummi to A.D. 299.217

(10) Wherstead: (a) a further 149 coins were found, additional to an original discovery of a
hoard of 1,026 coins in 2005.2'® The latest coin amongst the additional material is an issue of
Probus of A.D. 277. (b) 11 radiates up to Victorinus found in 2006.21° These and earlier finds
(1997-2000) from the same area appear to be additional to a hoard of ¢. 2,000 radiates found in
1803.

208 Found by Messrs J. French and I. Charity with the aid of a metal-detector. BM ref. 2006 T66. R. Abdy sent
information.

209 R. Bland and C. Johns, ‘Burgate, Suffolk: 1 solidus, 167 siliquae, 1 half siliqua and silver jewellery to AD
402’ in CHRB X, 463—7. Also further addenda (1 silver fragment, 5 AR siliquae and 1 AE nummus) came to light in
1998-99 (catalogue by J. Williams for CHRB online).

210 BM ref. 2006 T68, addendum to 2004 T395. R. Abdy sent information.

211 P.S.W. Guest, The Late Roman Gold and Silver Coins from the Hoxne Treasure (2005).

212 Additional coins found by Mr A. Smith while searching with a metal-detector. BM Ref. 2006 T516. R. Abdy
sent information.

213 Work by J. Craven, Suffolk County Council Archaeological Service, for Mothersole Builders. J. Plouviez sent
information.

214 Work by J. Craven, Suffolk County Council Archaeological Service, for Mr and Mrs Farthing, Mr and Mrs A.
Palmer and Mr and Mrs N. Palmer. J. Plouviez sent information.

215 Work by J. Craven, Suffolk County Council Archaeological Service, for Ministry of Defence, Defence Estates
(USF); SCCAS report no. 2006/187. J. Plouviez sent information.

216 E. Bales, 4 Roman Maltings at Beck Row, Mildenhall, Suffolk, East Anglian Archaeology Occasional Paper 20
(2004).

217 Discovered by Mr I. Palmer with the aid of a metal-detector. BM ref. 2006 T213. R. Abdy sent information.

218 BM ref. 2006 T 105, additional to BM ref. 2005 T46. Both groups of finds by Messrs C. Roper and R. Talman
with the aid of a metal-detector. R. Abdy sent information.

219 With the aid of a metal-detector by Messrs C. Roper and R. Talman. 1997-2000 discoveries by the same finders
examined by Jude Plouviez: eleven coins were found in a limited area (80—-100 m across) in 1997. Ten of these are
very likely from a hoard because they are full-size (c. 20 mm diameter), mostly silvery radiates, not excessively worn.
A further nine coins (recorded on PAS in Feb 2000, records SF1210-SF1217 and SF1258). For the original discovery
see RBCH 524. R. Abdy sent information.
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ESSEX

(1) Ardleigh, Wick Farm (TM 0283 2939): trial-trenching of the proposed site for a reservoir
extension identified five probable Iron Age/Roman sites over an area of c. 40 ha.??% The sites
were enclosed and unenclosed farmsteads. They differ in age and location and suggest an
expanding and shifting pattern of settlement, beginning in the early Iron Age and carrying on
through until the late first/early second century A.D. The most notable site was late Iron Age in
date and comprised one or more roundhouses and other associated features in a large D-shaped
enclosure. Some of the ditches contained large groups of pottery and other material characteristic
of domestic settlement, including baked clay and charcoal. The latest Roman material came from
a small group of ditches in the north-western corner of the evaluation area, well to the north of
the D-shaped enclosure.

(2) Boreham, Old Hall and Generals Farm (TL 7650 0870): an evaluation covering c. 15
ha was carried out on the site of a proposed agricultural reservoir and associated ecological
compensation area.??! 74 trial trenches were opened, some specifically targeting known cropmark
features. The Roman remains — an urned cremation burial, a ditch and two spreads — were
confined to the north-eastern area above the floodplain. These may represent the edge of wider-
ranging Roman activity that extends northward.

(3) Colchester (Camulodunum), Park Road (TL 9820 2480): two urned cremation burials
were found in the south of a development area approximately 1 km south-west of the Roman
colonia, probably within its western suburbs.??2 One burial, dated to the later second century
A.D., was well-preserved and comprised a large jar covered by an upturned dish. The second
burial was probably contemporary and comprised the lower half of a greyware jar truncated
in antiquity. Two large, east-—west aligned ditches and a smaller north-west—south-east aligned
ditch may also date to the Roman period.

(4) GreatBaddow, /6 High Street (TL7273 0504): apiece of box-flue tile and a fragment of brick
were recovered during a small excavation carried out ahead of a residential development.?23

(5) Great Chesterford, Al/l Saints Church (TL 5058 4276): a small excavation adjacent to the
church uncovered residual mid- to late Roman pottery and tile.?24

(6) South Benfleet, 21 High Street (TQ 7762 8601): ground works for a residential
development on a site opposite the church of St Mary the Virgin were monitored.??> Several pits
were recorded, filled with large quantities of Roman brick and tile; the date of the pits was not
definitely established, and as the church contains reused material in its fabric it is possible that
they are post-Roman.

(7) Vange, Vange Marsh (North) (TQ 7276 8707): monitoring of ground works associated

220 Work by M. Germany, Essex County Council Field Archaeology Unit for D.K. Symes Associates on behalf of
Sewells Reservoir Construction Ltd. D. Maynard sent information.

221 Work by A. Robertson. Essex County Council Field Archaeology Unit for D.K. Symes Associates on behalf of
Sewells Reservoir Construction Ltd. D. Maynard sent information.

222 Work by T. Ennis, Essex County Council Field Archaeology Unit, for Essex C.C. Asset Management. D.
Maynard sent information.

223 Work by T. Ennis, Essex County Council Field Archaeology Unit, for M. & P. Dunn Ltd. D. Maynard sent
information.

224 Work by T. Ennis, Essex County Council Field Archaeology Unit, for Great Chesterford P.C.C. D. Maynard
sent information.

225 Work by A. Letch, Essex County Council Field Archaeology Unit, for Aspect Developments. D. Maynard sent
information.
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with the formation of the new wildlife reserve was undertaken next to Pitsea Creek.226 Part of
a possible Red Hill, a concentration of debris resulting from salt production, was exposed and
preserved in situ. A pit 280 m to the east of this may also have been associated with this activity.
Although neither feature contained dating evidence, it is likely that they are of Roman origin.

(8) Wendons Ambo, Duck Street (TL 5094 3596): trial-trenching was undertaken on the site
of a residential development??? close to the M11 and 150 m south-east of the villa complex
excavated prior to the construction of the motorway.228 The earliest features were a series of
ditches and gullies dated to the first century A.D. and predominantly aligned north-east—south-
west. It is possible that some of the gullies were structural. Also of first-century date was a
metalled surface, perhaps part of a yard or area of hardstanding. A subsoil deposit containing mid-
second- to mid-third-century pottery was also excavated and fourth-century deposits were found
overlying the metalled surface in an area of concentrated activity in the east of the field. Most of
the features probably represent agricultural activities associated with the villa complex.

(9) Witham, Faulkbourne Farm, Cressing Road (TL 8114 1737): trial-trenching on the site
of a proposed gravel processing plant uncovered a ditch containing a small quantity of pottery
dating to the first century A.D. The finds suggest the presence of a rural settlement.?2?

7. GREATER LONDON
By PAUL BOOTH

CITY OF LONDON

(1) Bow Bells House, Bread Street, EC4 (TQ 32330 81140): following work in 2005,230
excavations were undertaken on three crane-base pits, thirty-five pile-location pits and five
geotechnical pits, with an additional watching-brief on the drain runs.23! The results have refined
the findings of the earlier work. The main density of quarry pits, at the bottom of the Roman
sequence, was found in the central zone of the site, mid-way between Cheapside to the north and
Watling Street to the south. Several quarry pits were found to have removed the natural gravel
down to the London Clay at ¢. 7.3 m OD. The quarry pits appear to have been left open until
being levelled en masse by a huge clearance dump, presumably from domestic properties to
the north and south. Evidence for these properties consisted of beaten-earth floors and hearths;
several possible beam-slots and burnt in-situ planking suggest the alignment of these buildings.
Relatively large quantities of glass waste suggest glass-working on the site, although no furnaces
have been positively identified. Other significant finds include a Venus figurine and a glass cameo
depicting Hercules and Iolas, the only one of its type found in Britain.

226 Work by T. Ennis, Essex County Council Field Archaeology Unit, for the RSPB. D. Maynard sent inform-
ation.

227 Work by T. Ennis, Essex County Council Field Archaeology Unit, for Mr R. Joslin. D. Maynard sent inform-
ation.

228 1. Hodder, Wendens Ambo: The Excavations of an Iron Age and Romano-British Settlement, The Archaeology
of the M11 Vol. 2 (1992).

229 Work by M. Germany, Essex County Council Field Archaeology Unit, for D.K. Symes Associates. D. Maynard
sent information.

230 For previous work see Britannia 37 (2006), 418.

231 'Work by I. Howell and S. Davis, Museum of London Archaeological Services, for Bow Bells Partnership
(BBBO05). V. Gardiner sent information.
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Whether the disuse of the properties and the levelling of the quarry pits to their rear is
contemporary is yet to be proved, but the site does appear to have gone out of use by the third
century A.D. However, pockets of later Roman material suggest a different land use rather than
disuse. Further slots through the Roman road to the north of the site indicate it had a metalled
‘side-walk’ between the southern drainage ditch and the properties. Work continues.

(2) 1 Wood Street/120 Cheapside, EC2 (TQ 32329 81240): following work during 2005,23?
excavation of pile caps and a watching-brief on smaller pile caps and ground level reduction
were carried out.233 Natural orange brickearth overlay terrace gravels. The centre of the site
also contained an irregularly-shaped natural feature which had perhaps been utilised for water
retrieval during the early Roman period.

A north—south aligned early Roman clay-and-timber building was recorded along the Wood
Street frontage. Its lower stratigraphy consisted of a beam-slot lined with timbers with a
brickearth wall above. On the internal face of this wall keyed plaster had survived to a maximum
height of 0.45 m. A series of stake-holes lined the beam-slot cut and there was evidence that the
first phase of the building had been destroyed by fire, leaving in-situ burnt timbers, some faced
with decayed plaster. To the south were the remains of a second building, possibly a later phase
of the example seen to the north. Metal-working debris over a compacted gravel surface and
stake-holes surrounding a well in the centre of the site also suggested some small-scale industrial
activity.

To the west, a deep ditch lined with timber planks and running downhill (east-west) probably
related to early drainage of the site. To the south of the site along Cheapside, the main east—
west Roman road, were clay-and-timber buildings and the remains of a north—south oriented
brickearth wall. In the south-east corner of the site the south-eastern corner of a mosaic floor was
uncovered, consisting of a black and red border with white and grey tesserae decoration. This
was set into a cemented opus signinum floor. Although the floor seems to be square, the mosaic
appears to have been circular and extends beyond the limit of excavation.

In the early to mid-second century the buildings were levelled and dumping took place over
them. There was no evidence of later rebuilding in this area. The centre of the site was used for
later Roman pitting and refuse disposal. Overlying these layers was a deep deposit of black silt,
probably deposited in the third to fourth centuries A.D. (as dated from pottery) and possibly used
for agricultural purposes.

(3) 107 Cheapside, EC2 (TQ 32370 81220): following work in 2005, three trial pits and nine
archaeological boreholes were excavated.?3* The latter showed that a basement had removed
all archaeological deposits within and along the north site limit. The trial pits lay within and
along the west site limit in the north-west corner. The first was located south of the existing car
park ramp and contained Roman waste and levelling layers abutting or cut by a possible east—
west aligned Roman wall. A substantial medieval chalk foundation truncated the Roman layers
apparently on the same alignment as the earlier wall. The second pit was located north of the car
park ramp. Only a narrow strip of deposits survived on the western side. Natural brickearth was
overlain by redeposited brickearth cut by a north—south line of post-holes, probably an external
fence-line or property boundary. The post-holes were sealed by ground-raising dump layers and
rubbish pits, below a sequence of Roman floor surfaces and a small fragment of ragstone wall.

232 For previous work see Britannia 37 (2006), 418.

233 Work by S. Watson, Museum of London Archaeological Services, for Bovis Lend Lease/Land Securities
(CDPO04). V. Gardiner sent information.

234 Work by J. Taylor and S. Kennedy, Museum of London Archaeological Services, for Second London Wall
Project Management Ltd.
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The third trial pit was located in the basement of the former Pizza Express restaurant; again
few deposits survived, here in a small triangular area in the north-west corner. A small, shallow
remnant of a possible beam-slot cut a layer of re-worked brickearth, which sealed the natural. The
beam-slot was sealed by a sequence of Roman made-ground or dumped deposits. Some of these
layers were truncated on the south side by a later pit, probably also Roman, although no dating
evidence was recovered. A relatively small pottery assemblage dated the Roman sequences from
the mid-first to the late third century A.D.

(4) City Wall, EC2 (TQ 32440 81620): sections of the City Wall standing in St Alphage Garden
and in the Barbican were orthographically photographed, surveyed, and located on the Ordnance
Survey grid. This recording forms part of an ongoing audit of the remains of the City Wall.?33

(5) 1618 Finsbury Circus, 18-31 Eldon Street, EC2 (TQ 3294 8166): redevelopment and
demolition of the existing buildings has provided the opportunity for major excavations on
the site, previously partially investigated by Frank Lambert in the early twentieth century and
evaluated by P. Thrale (MoLAS) in 2003.23¢ The excavation of new foundations, pile positions,
new basement areas, drainage trenches and lift pits, as well as limited excavation to formation
level across much of the site, which began in 2005, continued this year.237

Palacochannels or pre-Roman streams were recorded across the site cutting natural gravel
deposits. Cutting some of these features were the inhumations and unurned cremations of a
Roman cemetery site. The nature of the inhumations varied considerably, from a crouched burial
to the use of coffins, including a possible hurdle or re-used door; the burials spanned age-groups
from neonate to adult. Some burials included grave-goods, including a glass-bead necklace with
shale pendant, copper bracelets and ceramic vessels. To the north-west of the site a complete
horse skeleton recorded at the base of a channel may represent a burial of ritual significance.
Also of note was the supine burial of a young male which included the remains of possible leg
irons or fetters.

In the south and east of the site there was evidence of possible ground consolidation in the
Roman period, including a possible roadway of east—west orientation with associated drainage
channels. In the south-east area of the site, marsh deposits dating to between the Roman and
medieval periods were recorded with overlying post-medieval dumped deposits sealing the
marsh.

(6) 10-14 Fenchurch Avenue, EC3 (TQ 33260 80995): two geotechnical test pits were
monitored.23® In one, redeposited brickearth was truncated by a small post-hole. This was
overlain by dark grey silt containing charcoal, oyster shell and pottery of probable Roman date,
and sealed by modern rubble and concrete. The other contained sandy silt with inclusions of
oyster shell, animal bone, and some pottery provisionally dated to the Roman period.

(7) Princes and Bartlett House, 6—12 Basinghall Street/93—95 Gresham Street, EC2 (TQ 32570
81310): nine test pits were excavated within the basements of the two properties.z3° Deposits
containing Roman pottery dating to A.D. 50-160 and A.D. 50-400 were recorded in section.

(8) 14—18 Gresham Street, EC2 (TQ 32352 81325): following work in 2005, several phases of

235 Work by MoLAS Photography and Geomatics Sections for the Corporation of London.

236 For previous work see Britannia 37 (2006), 419.

237 Work by C. Harward, P. Thrale and S. Watson, Museum of London Archaeological Services, for Prudential
Portfolio Managers Ltd. (ENS03). V. Gardiner sent information.

238 Work by A. Daykin, Museum of London Archaeological Services, for CBRE (FNU06). V. Gardiner sent
information.

239 Work by S. Gannon, Museum of London Archaeological Services, for Standard Life Investment (GHB06). V.
Gardiner sent information.
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excavation were undertaken during and after the demolition of the buildings bounding the site,
followed by watching-briefs on small diameter piles.2*? The earliest activity was the construction
of a gravel road in the mid-first century A.D. running north-east—south-west across the site.
This appears to have been a back road rather than a major thoroughfare. The metalled gravels
were interspersed with silty deposits, indicating that it had not been regularly maintained. It
divided the site into two distinct zones with occupation on the northern side towards the fort and
amphitheatre, and open areas used for pitting to the south.

Against the northern side of the road was a large Roman building constructed on deep, cut-
stone foundations, although these and the internal surfaces had been robbed and truncated during
the late first century A.D. The northern and southern external walls were excavated, allowing a
reconstruction of the ground-plan. Later Roman activity consisted of clay-and-timber buildings
constructed over the robbed remains of the large stone building. These were also oriented against
the road and had been destroyed in a fire. During the third to fourth centuries the area was used
for pits, from which a large quantity of tesserae and building material from the large building
were recovered.

(9) 54-66 Gresham Street, EC2 (TQ 32550 81270): excavation after demolition of the modern
buildings to the west of the site revealed several large Roman quarry pits dug into the natural
gravels and sands which lay at c. 10.2-10.5 m OD.24! Above this lay a series of severely truncated
Roman occupation layers and features which did not include evidence of buildings, but indicated
settlement in the vicinity. In the later Roman period the site was cleared and partially terraced in
preparation for the construction of a probable temple, the foundations of which remained in situ.
It consisted of a central building approximately 4.5 m square with a smaller concentric wall 1.4
m outside it forming an ambulatory. A hard and thick base of flint cobbles cemented into mortar
occupied the southern half of the interior, to a depth of approximately 1.5 m. A gravel surface
was found in the northern half representing the level from which the building was constructed.
The purpose of the base is not clear but it may have supported a statue or altar dedicated to the
relevant deity. No layers associated with use of the temple survived.

(10) 311-318 High Holborn, WC2 (TQ 31002 81590): ground reduction was monitored during
redevelopment of the site.2*2 Several archaeological features were observed, including a Roman
pit and post-hole, and a possible Roman ploughed-soil horizon.

(11) 9 King Street, EC2 (TQ 32477 81240): excavation of a sewer drop-shaft was monitored,
revealing a first- to second-century A.D. building sequence with make-up layers, internal floors,
and associated occupation deposits, sealed by a layer of Hadrianic fire debris.243

(12) 29-33 King Street, EC2 (TQ 32460 81260): a series of evaluation trenches and geotechnical
test pits was excavated.?** Natural brickearth was overlain by Roman deposits, in the form of
dumps, pits, possible gravel surfaces, and a fragment of third-century masonry wall that was the
corner of a room or building. A tile floor was noted in the north-west corner of the site.

240 Work by S. Watson, Museum of London Archaeological Services, for City Offices/Hermes (GHMOS5). V.
Gardiner sent information.

241 Work by R. Wroe-Brown and S. Pennington, Museum of London Archacological Services, for Gresham
Developments Ltd (GSJ06). V. Gardiner sent information.

242 Work by S. Turner, Museum of London Archaeological Services, for Buro Four Project Services (HHY04). V.
Gardiner sent information.

243 Work by J. Taylor, Museum of London Archaeological Services, for Department of Planning and Transportation
(KIE06). V. Gardiner sent information.

244 Work by A. Mackinder, Museum of London Archaeological Services, for F&C Property Asset Management plc
(KGTO06). V. Gardiner sent information.
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(13) 8—13 Lime Street, EC3 (TQ 33130 81020): a test pit in the northern part of the site
revealed probable Roman deposits, including a tile structure on the same north-west—south-east
alignment as the Roman forum which lay to the west of the site.?4

(14) Mariner House, Crutched Friars, EC3 (TQ 33443 80865): Roman activity was represented
by a single piece of pottery recovered from one test pit, which may reflect disturbance of the local
ground surface associated with the construction of the medieval House of the Crutched Friars.24¢

(15) 8—10 Moorgate, 3—4 Kings Arms Yard, 8—10 Telegraph Street, 16—17 Tokenhouse Yard,
EC2 (TQ 32708 81346): an auger hole at 3 Kings Arms Yard revealed Roman dumping below
medieval layers, while an evaluation pit at 16 Tokenhouse Yard showed the presence of Roman
dump and reclamation layers overlying Walbrook Channel deposits.24’

(16) One New Change, EC4 (TQ 32250 81130): following work in 2005, evaluation and window
sampling was carried out.?*® At the western end of the basement, natural brickearth was cut by
a north—south-aligned pit containing Roman pottery. This infilled pit was sealed by occupation
layers, in turn cut by a large pit containing Roman pottery and one sherd of possible Saxon date.
On the Cheapside frontage of the site, a quarry pit containing a series of fills of probable Roman
date, including fire debris, was cut by two smaller pits containing Roman pottery.

(17) Shield House, 16 New Street, EC2 (TQ 33340 81550): a small quantity of Roman pottery
dated A.D. 50-170 was recovered from one test pit.24° An earlier evaluation in 2003 revealed
some backfilled Roman quarry pits.

(18) 36—39 Poultry, 1-5 Old Jewry, EC2 (TQ 32580 81160): excavations of new pile positions
followed an evaluation in 2005.250 Natural sand and gravel was cut by a series of shallow quarries
in the south of the site. These were probably early Roman in date and were overlain by clay-
and-timber buildings that appeared to have been destroyed in a fire (probably associated with
the Boudican revolt of A.D. 60—-61). A compacted gravel road aligned roughly north—south was
built over the levelled remains of these buildings and ran the length of the site. Clay-and-timber
buildings were constructed on either side of this road. In the north of the site some of these
buildings had evidence of industrial activity, possibly metal working. In the south of the site
the buildings were cut by substantial rectangular masonry foundations constructed with large
Kentish ragstone nodules. The interpretation of these foundations remains uncertain. As they
appeared to extend under the modern street frontage which respects a medieval road alignment
they are assumed to be late Roman in date.

(19) 62—64 Queen Street, EC4 (TQ 32460 80880): 28 test pits were monitored.2>! One test pit
contained an east—west aligned Roman drain constructed from reused tegulae.

245 Work by A. Telfer and J. Vuolteenaho, Museum of London Archaeological Services, for PPG Metro Lime
Street Ltd (LMZ06). V. Gardiner sent information.

246 Work by C. Menary, Museum of London Archaeological Services, for Ohio Ltd (MCF06). V. Gardiner sent
information.

247 Work by P. Cardiff, Museum of London Archaeological Services, for Hemingway Properties (MGXO06). V.
Gardiner sent information.

248 Work by P. Askew, Museum of London Archaeological Services, for Land Securities plc (NCGO05). V. Gardiner
sent information.

249 Work by S. Turner and A. Daykin, Museum of London Archaeological Services, for Peabody Shield House
Partnership (NSDO06). V. Gardiner sent information.

250 Work by K. Pitt, Museum of London Archaeological Services, for Standard Life Investments (POUOS5). V.
Gardiner sent information.

251 Work by A. Francis, Museum of London Archaeological Services, for Exemplar Properties (QER06). V.
Gardiner sent information.
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(20) Riverbank House, Upper Thames Street, EC4 (TQ 32730 80670): monitoring was carried
out on four window samples, one borehole, and one test pit which were excavated for geotechnical
purposes within the building.252 The modern basement slab overlay medieval reclamation dumps
which sealed a series of Mesolithic and later foreshore deposits, which produced Roman material
dating from A.D. 50—400.

(21) Mondial House, 90 Upper Thames Street, EC4 (TQ 32650 80690): four trial pits and
seven boreholes were monitored.253 Waterfront deposits of probable Roman to medieval date
were observed.

(22) The Walbrook: St Swithin's House, Walbrook House and Granite House, 30-37 Walbrook
and 97-101 Cannon Street, EC4 (TQ 32640 80960): current development incorporates three
adjoining buildings which will be replaced by a single building. The northernmost building is
St Swithin’s House where Ivor Noél Hume undertook a limited watching-brief in 1949 during
which important ‘multi-period’ remains were recorded — although the majority of the deposits in
this area were destroyed by new basements. Evaluation confirmed that all horizontal stratigraphy
had been removed from St Swithin’s House, but archaeological remains survived beneath the
shallower basements of Walbrook House and Granite House to the south.2%

The earliest features in this area were a sequence of four closely aligned north—south ditches
cut into the natural gravel on the east side of the site. The earliest of these ditches both had
‘V-cut’ profiles, with the larger eastern ditch producing an assemblage of late Iron Age pottery
— the first time that finds of this date have been found in a well-defined feature in the City of
London. The unusually large size and profile of this ditch suggest that it represents the west side
of the defences of a large fortified enclosure established immediately after the Roman Conquest
in A.D. 43. The enclosed area could represent the limits of the early Roman city, which was later
to expand outwards in all directions in the rebuilding and expansion that took place after the
Boudican revolt of A.D. 60-61.

In the post-Boudican rebuilding, a north—south-aligned road was laid out across the site over
three of the early ditches; the full width of this road, its ditches, and portions of the buildings
along its edges were defined. The earliest buildings were clay-and-timber but were subsequently
replaced by more robust stone-founded buildings laid out along both sides of the road by the
late first century, with the eastern range possibly incorporating a colonnade or open portico
along its frontage. Although the majority of the internal floor surfaces were of brickearth, in the
north-west corner of the building there was a section of carbonised timber flooring which clearly
represented floorboards and joists in two adjoining rooms. The burnt remains of this floor and
the adjoining masonry walls of the building were sealed beneath layers of destruction debris
assumed to be derived from the Hadrianic fire of A.D. 120-130.

The frontage wall of the west range of buildings was unusually deep due to the presence of a
massive and poorly-consolidated, first-century quarry pit below it. This was filled with a large
assemblage of deliberately fragmented animal bone. The practice of pulverising animal bone in
this way has been noted on other Roman sites; it may have been done in order that the bones
could be boiled-up so that the grease and fats that they contained could be extracted — possibly
for use in the treatment of harnesses or other leather goods.

252 Work by W. Mills, Museum of London Archaeological Services, for Pace Investments (City) Ltd (RKHO06). V.
Gardiner sent information.

253 Work by G. Spurr, Museum of London Archaeological Services, for UBS South East Recovery Partnership
(UPMO5). V. Gardiner sent information.

254 Work by 1. Blair, Museum of London Archaeological Services, for Minerva Property Services Ltd and Deutsche
Postbank AG.
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(23) Wax Chandlers Hall, 6 Gresham Street, EC2 (TQ 32250 81370): monitoring of the
excavation of a new lift-pit revealed natural brickearth at 10.90 m cut by two Roman pits.25

CROYDON

(1) 2—14 Whitgift Street (TQ 32280 65250): Roman pits and the north-east and south-east
extent of a Roman ditch (initially found in 1995) were recorded.23¢ The spread of the features
was sparse with much of the eastern side of the site covered largely by a medieval ploughsoil that
produced six residual late Roman coins.257

DAGENHAM AND BARKING

(1) Beam Washlands Reservoir (TQ 502 836): a ‘strip, map and sample’ excavation was carried
out at Beam Washlands reservoir.2>® The Phase 2 area measured 14,033 sq m and was located
south-east of the Phase 1 area excavated in 2005. Enclosure ditches in the far south-east of the
area may represent field boundaries related to the Roman-period rural settlement identified to the
north-west in the Phase 1 excavations. A Roman cremation cemetery comprised 13 cremation
burials of both urned and unurned type. Several of these contained copper-alloy or iron items,
possibly including brooches. Many pits and post-holes were uncovered, but a lack of finds meant
that most of these remained undated.

ENFIELD

(1) 108 Leighton Road, Bush Hill Park (TQ 3413 9578): excavation immediately adjacent
to 2005 salvage recording?>® provided new evidence for the known Romano-British settlement.
Second-century and later silt deposits overlay a ?natural north—south slope or gully and were cut by
the butt ends of ditches; the latter probably indicate an entrance through a double-ditched boundary
parallel to and less than 30 m west of Ermine Street. Silting over the ditches may imply disuse of the
boundary before a larger (re-cut) ditch, only seen in 2005 and so probably again with an entrance
here, re-established it. A late third- to early fourth-century ritual ‘ditch closure’ deposit found in
2005, and probably dating the re-established boundary, may in fact have been a foundation deposit
below e.g. a monument base next to the entrance (not a path as previously suggested). Modern
cultivation had truncated deposits but there was again possible evidence of Saxon activity.260

ISLINGTON

(1) Therese House, 29-30 Glasshouse Yard, ECI (TQ 32040 82050): following the excavation
of 10 trial pits in 2005, a further 12 pile positions were excavated as well as drainage trenches.2!
Three Roman pits contained pottery dating from A.D. 50-400, 120-250, and 180-250.

NEWHAM
(1) 149-153 High Street North, East Ham, E6 (TQ 42374 84063): a ditch contained small

255 Work by S. Turner, Museum of London Archaeological Services, for The Worshipful Company of Wax
Chandlers (WXG06). V. Gardiner sent information.

256 For previous work see Britannia 26 (1995), 362; Britannia 27 (1996), 430.

257 Work by P. Askew, Museum of London Archaeological Services, for Tower Homes (WHZ06). V. Gardiner sent
information.

258 Work by B. Ford and P. Murray, Oxford Archaeology, on behalf of Halcrow Group Ltd. E. Biddulph sent
information.

259 See Britannia 37 (2006), 420

260 Work by the Enfield Archaeological Society was directed by Dr M.J. Dearne, who sent details.

261 Work by A. Daykin, Museum of London Archaeological Services, for CgMs (GLYO01). V. Gardiner sent inform-
ation.
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quantities of pottery dated c. A.D. 50-270 and a single fragment of tegula. Two pits, containing
small quantities of pottery dated A.D. 50120 and 50—400 were also recorded.262

SOUTHWARK

(1) 161 Grange Road, SEI (TQ 33635 71924): two evaluation trenches were excavated.263 A
ditch and a pit containing the remains of two young pigs were probably Roman in date.

(2) Potters Fields, SE1(TQ 33020 80060): an evaluation revealed deposits which may represent
ancient land surfaces of late Iron Age/early Roman date and may be part of Horsleydown Eyot.
Overlying these were post-Roman alluvial deposits.?0*

(3) 122—144 Southwark Bridge Road, SE1 (TQ 32000 79662): five evaluation trenches were
excavated.2%5 A small number of probable early medieval features contained residual Roman

pottery.

(4) Church of St George the Martyr, Borough High Street, SE1 (TQ 32481 79785): following
work in 2005, a watching-brief continued within the crypt.26¢ The site lay on high ground on the
northern edge of a palacochannel. Late first-century clay-and-timber buildings were constructed
over early Roman ground-raising dumps. One building contained a silver snake’s-head finger-
ring. These buildings probably fronted the west side of Watling/Stane Street; yard surfaces, a
clay oven, and a possible animal pen lay behind them. The latest Roman feature was a rubbish
pit dated A.D. 250—400.

(5) Former Duke of Wellington Public House, 45 Tarn Street, SE1 (TQ 32115 79188): eval-
uation trenching at the site of the former public house revealed peat deposits associated with
the prehistoric/Roman marshy area known as the Rockingham Anomaly. Roman pottery and
building material from these deposits were dated A.D. 120-300.267

TOWER HAMLETS

(1) 55-73, 75 and 99 Leman Street, Goodmans Fields, EI (TQ 3404 8111): a watching-brief
was maintained on pile probing, ground preparation, and removal of obstructions in advance of
housing construction.?%8 The site lies within the eastern cemetery of Roman London but the area
was largely re-worked by an eighteenth-century quarry. In one shallower part of the quarry, a
possible late Roman burial was found. No bone survived in the acidic soil, but a rectangular area
of packed chalk, surrounded by iron nails, is consistent with a late Roman chalk burial, while the
size of the rectangle would be appropriate for a child.

(2) 13-20 Norton Folgate, 1-10 Shoreditch High Street, E1 (TQ 33440 82030): eight evaluation

262 Work by A. Birchenough, Museum of London Archaeological Services, for Mountcharm Ltd (HNZ06). V.
Gardiner sent information.

263 Work by A. Mackinder, Museum of London Archaeological Services, for Circle Developments (GGO06). V.
Gardiner sent information.

264 Work by P. Thrale and C. North, Museum of London Archaeological Services, for Berkeley Homes (East
Thames) Ltd (POEO4). V. Gardiner sent information.

265 Work by S. Kennedy and A. Daykin, Museum of London Archaeological Services, for Belgrave Land
(Southwark) Ltd (SBI06). V. Gardiner sent information.

266 Work by J. Taylor and B. Watson, Museum of London Archaeological Services, for St George’s PCC/English
Heritage (SGYO05). V. Gardiner sent information.

267 Work by A. Westman and C. Menary, Museum of London Archaeological Services, for Hillgate Estates Ltd
(TAZ06). V. Gardiner sent information.

268 Work by D. Sankey, Museum of London Archaeological Services, for Berkeley Homes GMF03. V. Gardiner
sent information.
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trenches were excavated in advance of proposed redevelopment.2%® An east-west aligned ditch
or gulley containing pottery, dated to A.D. 50-160, may represent a field or property boundary.

(3) Eden House, 5—13 Spital Square, E1 (TQ 3450 1940): this site was evaluated in 1991 and
again in 2000. Pile probing within the basement of the building revealed several probable quarry
pits of second- to fourth-century date.?7°

WESTMINSTER

(1) St Martin-in-the-Fields church, WC2 (TQ 30084 80524): excavation and a watching-brief
were carried out during redevelopment.?’! In Area 4 two burials dated to the late Roman period
were located. An eighteenth-century tile-lined tank, to the north of the area, overlay a limestone
sarcophagus, orientated north-east—south-west. The head end of the sarcophagus was to the
south-west; the coffin and lid tapered slightly towards the foot end. The sarcophagus contained
a supine skeleton with the skull missing, possibly taken by a Victorian workman as a curiosity
piece. The skeleton was of a male in his mid-40s about 5 ft 6 ins in height. A radiocarbon date
from the right femur gave a middle date of A.D. 410 for the burial; this is contemporary with the
tile kiln recorded during excavations in the South Terrace of the church in 2005.

8. SOUTH-WESTERN COUNTIES
By PAUL BOOTH

GLOUCESTERSHIRE

(1) Cirencester (Corinium Dobunnorum): (a) Arkenside Hotel, Lewis Lane (SP 0265 0180): an
evaluation?’? revealed deposits within the upper levels of rubble from demolished buildings
that were of Roman character and date, though remained unexcavated. Evidence for a Roman
dark earth was revealed in the central and southern parts of the site, but elsewhere this had
been disturbed by medieval and post-medieval cultivation. (b) Kingshill North (SP 0365 0250):
a small amount of securely datable Roman artefacts was recovered from an evaluation.?”? In
addition to the small assemblage from the upper fills of Iron Age features, a number of possible
quarry pits also produced finds from the first century A.D. The lack of Roman activity so close
to Corinium suggests that the site was on the periphery of the Roman settlement and that the
quarry pits may be associated with the construction of the adjacent Akeman Street and/or Fosse
Way. (¢) New Leisure Centre, Tetbury Road (SP 0195 0175): a watching-brief recorded five
heavily-truncated cremation burials and one extended inhumation, close to where cremations
had previously been found in 1960.274

(2) Dymock: two silver denarii of Hadrian (both A.D. 118).275

269 Work by P. Thrale, Museum of London Archaeological Services, for Corporation of London (NFG06). V.
Gardiner sent information.

270 Work by M. McKenzie, Museum of London Archaeological Services, for Royal London Assurance Management
Ltd (SQRO00). V. Gardiner sent information.

271 Work by A. Telfer and E. Burton, Museum of London Archaeological Services, for St Martin-in-the-Fields
Church (SMDO01). V. Gardiner sent information.

272 Work by A. Norton, Oxford Archaeology, commissioned by P. H. Gillingham Group Ltd. E. Biddulph sent
information.

273 Evaluation by R. Bashford, Oxford Archaeology, on behalf of John Samuels Archaeological Consultancy. E.
Biddulph sent information.

274 Work by D. Evans, Cotswold Archaeology. N. Holbrook sent information.

275 Found by M. Wildern with the aid of a metal-detector. BM ref. 2006 T554. R. Abdy sent information.
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(3) Eastington, Chipman's Platt (SO 779 006): resistivity survey in 2003—04 on the site of
‘Eastington Roman villa’ revealed part of a system of ditched enclosures, presumably of Roman
date. Small-scale test-pitting confirmed the location of structures examined in the 1970s.27

(4) Frocester, Frocester Court Farm (SO 788 029): a small area was excavated in 2005 south-
east of the main villa house.?”7 Lengths of ditches previously identified by geophysical survey
were revealed. Associated with the ditches was a group of kilns. A small T-shaped kiln was
superseded by a double T-shaped malting- or drying-kiln, while two further linear ‘furnaces’ lay
close by. Most of these features were probably broadly contemporary and the majority of the
dating evidence is of the fourth century. The finds included four tile stamps, two TPLF and two
of ARVERI.?"8

(5) Gloucester (Glevum), Brunswick Road (SO 8320 1830): evaluation revealed part of the
rampart of the town defences and the associated ditch.2’® Within the defences a tessellated floor
was found, and ditches and pits lay outside the ditch.

(6) Lechlade, Butler s Court, Downington (SP 2070 0000): a nine-trench evaluation uncovered
four ditches interpreted as the boundaries of fields or agricultural enclosures, dated to the Roman
period on the basis of a sherd of pottery. A single post-hole, a plough-furrow, and a tree throw
hole were also recorded.?80

SOMERSET

(1) Bath, The Southgate Centre, Southgate Street (ST 75105 64475): evaluation was undertaken
near the south wall of the Roman town, but relatively little Roman material was found.28! In one
trench a series of peat layers separated by bands of alluvium were interpreted as being fills of
a former stream channel, and the uppermost layers contained Roman and undated pottery. The
lowest alluvial deposits in two trenches contained small quantities of Roman ceramic building
material but this may have been residual.

DEVON

(1) Exeter (Isca), Princesshay (centred on SX 9223 9275): an area of more than 5,000m? was
excavated within this 4.7 ha site.282 The area lies outside the legionary fortress but mainly within
the north-east quarter of the later Roman walled city, extending across the line of its defences.
A length of the defensive ditches on the north-east side of the legionary fortress was examined,
they showed broadly the same sequence as that encountered on other parts of the circuit, the
upper fills of the later and outer ditch consisting of redeposited rampart material. Outside the
fortress, the area was divided into rectangular plots bounded by ditches with ‘V’-shaped profiles;
two timber buildings were found within one plot, but much of the area appears to have been
unoccupied. Extensive evidence of tile production was indicated by shallow clay pits containing
tile wasters, with areas of burnt clay waste and charcoal, but no kiln structures were found; tile
production continued into the mid-second century.

276 N. Spry and E. Price, ‘Resistivity survey at “Whitminster Roman villa™, Glevensis 39 (2006), 12-19.

277 E. Price, Frocester. A Romano-British Settlement, its Antecedents and Successors (2000).

278 E. Price, ‘Frocester Court excavations 2005°, Glevensis 39 (2006), 5-8

279 Work by M. Brett, Cotswold Archaeology. N. Holbrook sent information.

280 Work by A. Simmonds, Oxford Archaeology, for Savills representing New College, Oxford. E. Biddulph sent
information.

281 'Work by B. Barber, Museum of London Archaeological Services, for Multi Developments and Morley Fund
Management.

282 Work by P. Stead, P. Pearce and J. Best of Exeter Archaeology for Land Securities Properties Ltd. J. Allan sent
information.
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Following the enclosure of the area within the defensive circuit of the later Roman town, a
street was laid across the site. This was overlain by a substantial stone building with a north-east
range over 30 m long, a large central room, and a hypocaust. A second building nearby appeared
to be a single-phase structure two rooms deep. The coin series from the site ceases in the A.D.
360s, when both buildings were apparently abandoned, conforming to the conclusion of Neil
Holbrook that the fringes of the walled town were abandoned at this time. In the Saxo-Norman
period both buildings were heavily robbed.

Three lines of Roman ‘V’-shaped defensive ditches, apparently in contemporary use, were
found 13 m, 28 m, and 39 m outside the town wall; their original depths may be calculated res-
pectively as 6 m, 3 m, and 4.5 m.

(2) Hatherleigh Moor (SS 558 036): following the discovery of Roman tile wasters,
geophysical survey by SW Archaeology has identified the probable site of a kiln, with possible
evidence of ancillary structures.?83 Petrological examination has shown that the tiles made here
have a distinctive fabric. Study of the petrology of tiles from three other Roman sites in mid-
Devon showed that at least five different tileries are represented.

CORNWALL

(1) Padstow: a hoard comprising an as and seventeen denarii ranging in date from Titus (A.D.
79-81) to Elagabalus (A.D. 218-222) found at various times from 1996 to 2005.284

9. SOUTHERN COUNTIES
By PAUL BOOTH

WILTSHIRE

(1) Box, Box Vicarage (ST 823 685): an evaluation comprising two test pits revealed the
existence of a probable Roman-period wall and natural colluvium sealed by a buried soil
horizon on the line of new drainage works.28> The site occupied part of the Scheduled Ancient
Monument of Box Roman Villa (SAM 30299), and fragments of Roman pottery and ceramic
building material were recovered from both test pits.

(2) Colerne, Azimghur Barracks, SGS Colerne (ST 809 717): monitoring of geotechnical test-
pitting targeted geophysical anomalies interpreted as voids, possibly associated with a Roman
villa recorded by an antiquarian. No archaeological features or deposits were recorded.?8°

(3) Swindon: (a) Pipers Way (SU 162 825): an evaluation revealed few remains of archaeological
significance, since much of the site had been heavily affected by landscaping which included both
levelling and mounding of the existing topography. However, late Iron Age or early Roman field
boundaries were identified from locally-produced coarse wares recovered from ditch fills.287

283 Publication by J. Wheeler and D. Laing-Trengove in Proc. Devon Archaeol. Soc. 64 (2006), 53—69. J. Allan
sent information.

284 British Museum (BM) ref. 2006 T3. Catalogue by R. Abdy, who sent information, available from BM (online
publication forthcoming).

285 Work by M. Sims, Oxford Archaeology, on behalf of Hookway Partnership LLP. E. Biddulph sent inform-
ation.

286 Work by T. Haines, Oxford Archaeology, for INTEC Management on behalf of EADS Astrium. E. Biddulph
sent information.

287 'Work by M. Pomeroy-Kellinger, Oxford Archaeology, commissioned by Dwyer Plc. E. Biddulph sent information.
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(b) Site 104, South Marston Park (SU 1845 8879): excavation, following evaluation reported
last year, revealed an extensive early Roman field-system.28% A later Roman boundary ditch
contained two human neonatal burials. The quantity of pottery and building material recovered
from the ditches suggests the presence of a building in the vicinity.

DORSET

(1) Woodsford, Woodsford Farm (SY 7650 8990): evaluation revealed late Iron Age and
Roman enclosure ditches and a possible foundation trench for a stone-built structure.?8°

BERKSHIRE

(1) Bracknell, Peacock Farm (SU 845 680): an evaluation was undertaken across a 116-hectare
development site.2%* In the northern part of the site, an area of predominantly late Iron Age,
Roman, and medieval activity was uncovered, consisting of linear features and pits. Residual
finds of Iron Age or Roman date were found elsewhere. A series of enclosure ditches situated
south-west of Jennett’s Hill was exposed in the southern part of the site.

HAMPSHIRE

(1) Abbotts Ann, Dunkirt Barn (SU 314 418): excavation?’! revealed a small hexagonal build-
ing of second-century date, perhaps a shrine, succeeded by two superimposed aisled buildings.
The later of these had a substantial bath complex, itself of two phases, at one end, and a set of
rooms, one with under-floor heating, at the other. Other internal features included a corn-drier.
The aisled building, more than 40 m long, is one of the largest known in Britain.2%2

(2) Cole Henley: a coin of Philip II as Caesar (A.D. 244-247), addendum to an earlier find of
14 base silver radiates to A.D. 251.293

(3) Fareham: two gold solidi found on different occasions are probably a small hoard.?**
Both coins are of Honorius: 1 mint of Milan (A.D. 395-402), 1 mint of Ravenna (A.D. 402403
or 405-406).

(4) Leckford: a hoard of 101 base silver denarii and radiates to A.D. 274.2%5 Ten non-hoard
Roman coins were found at the same time.

(5) Lockerley-Marchwood gas pipeline (SU 4302 1252): Roman pottery was identified during
an archaeological watching-brief and fieldwalking survey.2

(6) Sherfield on Loddon: a hoard of 19 bronze nummi to A.D. 313.297

(7) Winchester (Venta): (a) a group comprising 1 gold aureus and 23 silver denarii to A.D. 37

288 Work by D. Evans, Cotswold Archaeology. N. Holbrook sent information.

289 Work by M. Brett, Cotswold Archaeology. N. Holbrook sent information.

290 Work by M. Pomeroy-Kellinger, Oxford Archaeology, for Redrow Homes (Southern) Ltd. E. Biddulph sent
information.

291 Work by Professor B. Cunliffe and the Danebury Trust.

292 D. Allen, ‘Dunkirt Barn 2006°, Hampshire Field Club and Archaeol. Soc. Newsletter 47 (2007), 8-9.

293 Found by Messrs R. Young, P. Minton and C. Roberts while searching with a metal-detector. BM ref. 2006
T535 (original find 2005 T170). R. Abdy sent information.

294 Second coin found by Mr M. Stevens with the aid of a metal-detector. BM ref. 2006 T321. R. Abdy sent
information.

295 Found by Mr M. Pond with the aid of a metal-detector. BM ref. 2006 T194. R. Abdy sent information.

296 Work by J. Hiller, Oxford Archaeology, commissioned by Entrepose Industrial Services. E. Biddulph sent
information.

297 Found by Mr C. Lacey while searching with a metal-detector. BM ref. 2006 T611. R. Abdy sent information.
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appears to represent addenda to the earlier Winchester hoard, discovered by the same finder.2%8
(b) A group of 7 silver siliquae to A.D. 367 can be considered as a hoard.?%®

ISLE OF WIGHT

(1) Shorwell: a sestertius and 50 dupondii to A.D. 96 found in a 20 mradius in ploughsoil 3% Four
late Roman coins (three certainly Valentinianic nummi) found alongside are probably intrusive
and might even be addenda to the Shorwell I (1932) hoard of 22 fourth-century coins.30!

EAST SUSSEX

(1) Barcombe, Dunstalls Field (TQ 4180 1428): a sixth season of research and training
excavations was undertaken at the southern end of the villa complex, and followed up the results
of preliminary investigations in this area in 2005.392 To the west of the aisled building, work
continued on investigating the southern boundary of the courtyard. This boundary is represented
by chalk wall footings which are abutted by a linear stretch of flint masonry at its western end
where the chalk foundations form a ‘corner’ and continue to the north-west. The flint foundations
proved to be a means of reducing an original wide entrance or space between the south-west corner
of the courtyard and a previously unrecorded building to the west. This new masonry building
also had chalk foundations and comprised a large rectangular room with one much smaller room
added to each side at the southern end. The function of the building, which is located outside the
main villa complex, is uncertain, but could be agricultural, living accommodation, or perhaps a
combination of the two. The two small rooms at the southern end suggest that this building may
have had an impressive fagade to match that of the aisled building to the east, thus providing a
reasonably symmetrical view to visitors approaching the villa complex from the south. Within
the courtyard discoveries included a fenceline with an entrance which may have been an earlier
phase of the villa complex, before it was enlarged and replaced by the courtyard wall. A Saxon
sunken-featured building and a deep Saxon cess-pit were also found. Other investigations in 2006
included some trial-trenching to both the south and north-west of the villa complex. Although
the trench to the south of the villa failed to locate any metalling for an approach road or track,
trenching north-west of the villa revealed several anomalies located by a geophysical survey.
Discoveries here included a Roman ditch and a possible metalled surface. Further away from
the villa buildings, trial-trenching elsewhere on Culver Farm (c. TQ 4260 1495) was undertaken
in order to establish the route of a Roman road which is thought to link the Offham area to the
Greensand Way Roman road. Several areas of possible metalling were discovered, and near
these were areas of Romano-British activity, perhaps industrial.393

(2) Burwash: a hoard of 1,863+ radiates to A.D. 268 found in a greyware pot.3%4

(3) Seaford: a mixed hoard of 18 silver denarii and 3 copper-alloy coins to A.D. 215.305

298 From the collection of metal-detectorist Mr K. Halls (now deceased), reported by his widow to PAS. BM ref.
2006 T163. R. Abdy sent information. Original hoard published in TAR 2001 no. 181.

299 From the collection of metal-detectorist Mr K. Halls (now deceased), reported by his widow to PAS. BM ref.
2005 T199. R. Abdy sent information.

300 Found with the aid of a metal-detector by Mr B. Hawkes, and fifteen other members of the Isle of Wight Metal
Detecting Club. BM ref. 2006 T409.

301 RBCH 1382. R. Abdy sent information.

302 For previous work see Britannia 33 (2002), 351; 34 (2003), 353-5; 35 (2004), 311; 36 (2005), 443; 37 (2006), 425.

303 Work by D. Rudling and R. Wallace of the University of Sussex and C. Butler of the Mid-Sussex Field
Archaeological Team. D. Rudling sent information.

304 British Museum (BM) ref. 2006 T4. Summary catalogue available from BM (online publication forthcoming).
R. Abdy sent information.

305 Found by Mr A. Craze with the aid of a metal-detector. BM ref. 2006 T621. R. Abdy sent information.
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SURREY

(1) Ashtead, Ashtead Common villa and tileworks (centred at TQ 1775 6017): 2006 saw the
first phase of a 4-5-year programme of work planned to gather together and reassess all available
information about this site3% and carry out further fieldwork aimed at answering some of the
remaining questions.3%7

It was possible to locate the site of the villa very accurately and set out a trench to test the
approach road close to its frontage. The road was located and found to consist of large hard-
packed flints at its core, with smaller flints above that and the remnants of a pebble surface. A
layer of tiles laid flat along the eastern edge was presumably a repair. The road was about 3 m
wide and 300 mm deep at its thickest point, with a pronounced camber. The trench was extended
to confirm that there was no other sign of a prepared surface in front of the villa at this point.

The westernmost of two very large spoil-heaps near the villa was partially excavated to deter-
mine the potential for replacing the material on the villa site in due course. A further spoil-heap
was related to the detached bath-house, but the precise location of this remains to be established.
Finds from the excavated spoil-heap were mostly of tile of all types, and included a substantial
piece of a ‘lamp chimney’ and many red tesserae. Finds from the nearby road trench included an
unidentified coin, pottery, and again many tile fragments. Both areas produced many pieces of
relief-patterned box-flue tiles.

The road was also tested further away from the villa, on the line recorded by the Ordnance
Survey. One set of test pits failed to locate any evidence for a road but did produce Roman
pottery and tile in some quantity. At a more distant location the road was found about 7 or 8
m to the east of the published line. Here it was of much poorer quality than in the trench close
to the villa. It was only about 100 mm thick, although deeper where it filled depressions in the
ground surface, onto which it had apparently been laid with little preparation. The metalling
was predominantly small water-washed pebbles but with some small flints, not sorted by size or
layered in any way. A small ditch was present on the downhill side.

(2) Guildford area: three late Roman silver coins to A.D. 388.398

(3) Horley, Cheswick Farm (TQ 275 446): a third phase of evaluation identified late [ron Age to
early Roman settlement evidence, including pits, ditches and post-holes. Sparser concentrations
of features found throughout the surrounding fields at Cheswick Farm date from the Iron Age to
the post-medieval period.3%

(4) Staines, Units 11 and 12, Elmsleigh Centre (TQ 03650 71530): groundworks for the
extension of the retail units were monitored.3!0 The site straddles the gravel island on which a
Roman settlement was built. At the southern end of the site was a possible channel or depression
filled with an organic layer, while all of the southern area was covered by an alluvial deposit
containing residual Roman finds dating from A.D. 50—120. This deposit may relate to the flooding
of the Roman settlement which occurred around A.D. 220.

306 Excavated between 1924 and 1929 by A.W.G. Lowther, see principally Surrey Archaeol. Coll. 37.2 (1927),
144-63; 38.1 (1929), 1-17; 38.2 (1930), 132-438.

307 Work for the Roman Studies Group of the Surrey Archaeological Society directed by D. Bird, who sent
information.

308 Found by Mr R. Mintern while searching with metal-detector. BM Ref. 2006 T318. R. Abdy sent inform-
ation.

309 Work by M. Nichols, Oxford Archaeology, for Landscape Design Associates on behalf of Horley North West
Consortium. E. Biddulph sent information.

310 Work by C. Menary, Museum of London Archaeological Services, for Clerical Medical Investment Group (SY-
ECS06). V. Gardiner sent information.
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KENT

(1) Ashford, Roman road, Aldington (centred on TR 06752 3626): a watching-brief3!!
maintained during the cutting of a service trench across the modern road revealed a sequence of
deposits suggestive of Roman road construction, with an agger of Ragstone chippings laid on a
causeway of redeposited clay.3!2

(2) Canterbury (Durovernum Cantiacorum): (a) St Mildreds Tannery (TR 1445 5765): cont-
inuing watching-brief work3!3 during major residential development concentrated on the western
and south-western areas of the site. The north—south line of the town wall was established and
an external render of crushed-tile mortar exposed at one point. A blocked Roman gateway was
identified. Similar in design to the nearby London Gate, though, at its narrowest, only 1.475 m (5
pM) wide, it was of flint with jambs and string-course in lydion tiles. GPR, resistivity, mechanical
probing and limited excavation failed to locate any internal or external towers, though one anomaly
may be a building pre-dating the wall and rampart. Further evidence was found for various buildings
already identified south of Roman Watling Street but much of the central portion was probably
occupied by one or more courtyards. An apsidal room was probably equipped with, or adjacent
to, a hypocaust: augering suggested that the furnace for this had four or five phases of flooring
and an associated flue at least three. The existence of a putative side road was disproved.3!4

(b) Whitehall Road (TR 14365 57883): a receptor pit cut to tunnel an electricity supply under
the river Stour exposed a pit cut by an east—west ditch (of ¢. A.D. 25-75) and another pit (of c.
A.D. 150-250), containing possible kiln debris. The ditch had been repeatedly cut by deep north-
east—south-west wheel ruts, several packed with gravel and stones, before the first of two gravel
metallings were laid on the same alignment, sealing all three features.3!>

(c) 1 Ryde Street (TR 14223 58237): evaluation prior to residential development revealed
street metallings dated by a large fragment of Central Gaulish samian (Drag. 31) to A.D. 120—
180, making it comparable with other small streets in the extramural area between the roads
from London Gate (Watling Street) and West Gate (modern St Dunstan’s Street). A ditch pre-
dating the road may relate to a postulated field-system contemporary with ‘Belgic’/early Roman
settlement in this area.3!°

(d) 21a—22a Palace Street (TR 1500 5851): evaluation prior to the extension of the property
revealed two metalled surfaces and associated levelling layers sealed by ‘dark earth’.3!7 (¢) New
Dover Road (TR 1560 5750): evidence for burial activity was recorded during a watching-brief
maintained in the northern area of the campus during development at Canterbury College. An
amphora seen in section may have represented a disturbed cremation burial. Other disturbed
inhumation burials were not certainly Roman.3!8

(f) Rhodaus Town, Augustine House (TR 14991 57352): five evaluation trenches cut prior
to redevelopment®!® provided further evidence for extensive brickearth quarrying previously
attributed to extramural industrial activity.320 Pottery from a backfilled quarry pit indicated

311 Work by A. Linklater, Canterbury Archaeological Trust for EDF Energy. J. Elder sent information.

312 1.D. Margary, Roman Roads in Britain (1973), 43-44, Route 131.

313 For previous work see Britannia 37 (2006), 426.

314 Work by S. Pratt, Canterbury Archaeological Trust for Biddle and Biddle on behalf of Bellway Homes.
Information S. Pratt.

315 Work by S. Pratt, Canterbury Archaeological Trust for EDF Energy. Information S. Pratt.

316 'Work by B. Found, Canterbury Archaeological Trust for Mr A. Murray. J. Elder sent information.

317 Work by J. Holman, Canterbury Archaeological Trust for Taylor Roberts Ltd. J. Elder sent information.

318 'Work by R. Newhook, Canterbury Archaeological Trust for Canterbury College. J. Elder sent information.

319 Work by R. Helm, Canterbury Archaeological Trust for Canterbury Christ Church University. J. Elder sent
information.

320 M. Diack, ‘Archaeological investigations at Canterbury Police Station’, Archaeologia Cantiana 125 (2005),
27-42.]. Elder sent information.
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a possible early Roman date (c. A.D. 50-150) while two pits dated to c¢. A.D. 50-100 were
recorded in the only area where brickearth survived. (g) 5—5a Rhodaus Town (TR 14961 57294):
evaluation?! in another area of the same development uncovered an inhumation burial probably
of early third-century date. Similar inhumations have been recorded on the site and nearby.322
(h) Whitefriars: a hoard of 698 Roman bronze coins to A.D. 402 was found during archaeological
excavation.3?3

(3) Cobham, Jeskyn'’s Farm (centred on TQ 6640 6920): during evaluation of an area of
approximately 149 ha destined to become a Community Greenspace, geophysical survey32* and
consequent excavation identified two enclosures with associated ditches and features 250 m
apart on Winstead Hill. The enclosures were rectangular and irregular in plan, one measuring c.
60 by 45 m (at TQ 6636 6948) and the other 40 by 35 m (at TQ 6633 6974). Pottery suggested
a second-century date. North of the enclosures were shallow pits and a pair of ditches possibly
representing another enclosure, and the foundations of a rectangular structure (at TQ 6628 6997)
also of probable second-century date.32’

(4) Dartford: (a) The Bridge, Bob Dunn Way (TQ 5540 7570): a watching-brief was carried
out on groundworks associated with the redevelopment of The Bridge site into a mixed use
scheme.32° No evidence was found that the known Roman cremation cemetery located to the
east extended into the site, although some residual finds were recovered. (b) Leigh Technology
College, Green Street, Green Road (TQ 55337 73215): following two earlier evaluations in
2005, a watching-brief was carried out during ground reduction.3?’ A single Roman burial and a
large Roman boundary ditch were recorded.

(5) Deal, Sholden, Hull Place (TR 3572 5297): investigations continued at the villa site
previously reported.3?® Building B was further examined and found to contain 11 rooms and
corridors. Although only the foundations survived, five phases of development were identified
and in its final form the structure consisted of a rectangular block measuring a maximum of 15 m
(NW-SE) by 23.5 m (NE-SW). There was a large projecting room on the north-west side, with a
hypocausted room at the west corner and a room with an apse at the south-west end. Building B
was apparently earlier than Building A, previously examined, and it would seem that these two
structures represent successive villa houses. Further evidence of late Iron Age to early Roman
occupation on the site prior to the construction of the villa buildings was also identified.3

(6) Sandwich, Archer’s Low Farm (TR 3390 5763): test-pitting across the Sandowns, to the
east of Sandwich, in connection with a search for the site of the original Anglo-Saxon town,
revealed further evidence for the late Iron Age—Roman occupation site near Archer’s Low Farm,

321 Work by D. Boden, Canterbury Archaeological Trust, commissioned by Croften Design for Canterbury Christ
Church University. J. Elder sent information.

322 C. Jarman, ‘Rhodaus Town’, Canterbury’s Archaeology 1996—1997, 8; J. Willson, ‘No. 5 Rhodaus Town’,
Canterbury’s Archaeology 1999-2000, 10—11. J. Elder sent information.

323 Work by M. Houliston, Canterbury Archaeological Trust (CAT Stratigraphic Report CW46). BM ref. 2006
T416. R. Abdy sent information.

324 By GSB Prospection Ltd, Bradford.

325 Work by C. Jarman for Canterbury Archaeological Trust, commissioned by the Forestry Commission for the
Thames Gateway Scheme.

326 Work by E. Eastbury, Museum of London Archaeological Services, for Alfred McAlpine Capital Projects (KT-
BLLO0S5). V. Gardiner sent information.

327 Work by S. Turner, Museum of London Archaeological Services, for Kent County Council Department for
Education and Skills (KT-LGAO0S5). V. Gardiner sent information.

328 For previous work see Britannia 37 (2006), 427, with references.

329 Work by the Dover Archaeological Group, directed by K. Parfitt, in association with the Lydden Valley Research
Group. K. Parfitt sent information.
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as previously reported.?3% The occupation can now be seen to cover an area measuring about 450
m (NW-SE) by 200 m (NE-SW). No evidence for any Anglo-Saxon habitation was located.33!

(7) Sittingbourne, 52-54 East Street (TQ 9114 6552): a watching-brief during service cutting
revealed elements of a linear east—west aligned feature extending beneath East Street. Metalled
surfaces and interleaving levelling layers were probably the remains of Watling Street.332

(8) Teynham, Frognal Lane (TQ 94807 62639): two intercutting features were recorded in
a construction trench during evaluation and watching-brief work on a small building plot. One
ditch was set roughly parallel to the line of Watling Street which runs 30 m to the south of the
site.333 Both were considered to be of early Roman date and of agricultural origin.33*

(9) Westgate-on-Sea, Sea Tower, Sussex Gardens (centred on TR 32672 7033): evaluation in
advance of residential development uncovered a ditch, post- and stake-holes with pottery and tile
suggestive of late Iron Age/early Roman occupation on or close to the site.33’

(10) Wingham, Wingham Well (TR 2355 5624): trial-trenching at the site reported previously33¢
revealed a dark occupation layer containing late Roman coins, pottery, tile fragments, and other
domestic rubbish, resting upon a thin layer of flints, apparently a laid surface.337

330 For previous work see Britannia 19 (1988), 484; Britannia 22 (1991), 292; D. Holman, ‘Iron Age coinage and
settlement in East Kent’, Britannia 36 (2005), 1-54.

331 Work by Canterbury Archaeological Trust and Dover Archaeological Group, directed by K. Parfitt, who sent
information.

332 Work by A. Linklater, Canterbury Archaeological Trust, for Clarity Properties Ltd. J. Elder sent information.

333 1. Margary, Roman Roads in Britain (1973), 37.

334 Work by J. Rady, Canterbury Archaeological Trust, for Mrs Brown. J. Elder sent information.

335 Work supervised by D. Boden, Canterbury Archaeological Trust, commissioned by South East Surveys,
Broadstairs. J. Elder sent information.

336 For previous work see Britannia 36 (2005), 446.

337 Work by J. Handley of Walmer; ‘Test-pits and Trench at 100 Acre Field, Wingham Well’, unpublished archive
report submitted to Dover Archaeological Group, March 2007.
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