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Special Issue: U.S. Semiquincentennial

Articles

A Commemoration in Washington or a Commemoration for Washington?
The Federal Government and the DC Bicentennial Assembly

M. J. Rymsza-Pawlowska

An examination of the contested interests at the heart of Washington, DC’s plans

for the Bicentennial celebration of 1976, with the DC Bicentennial Assembly and its

prioritization of local democratic ideals of citizenship and autonomy clashing with

President Richard Nixon’s Administration quest to channel commemorative activity

into redevelopment efforts targeting tourism and commercialization 153

“The Second American Revolution”: Murray Rothbard and the Libertarians
Imagine the U.S. Founding
Jennifer A. Depew

A study of how, beginning in the early 1970s with focus on the United States

Bicentennial of 1976, libertarians engaged in the intellectual work of undoing

mainstream historical narratives about the American Revolution animating both

the Left and Right and claiming the spirit of 1776 (of freedom and liberty) for

themselves and their movement 171

Making Protest Patriotic Again: The Peoples Bicentennial Commission and
America’s 200th Anniversary in 1976
M. Todd Bennett

Recasting the Peoples Bicentennial Commission, a New Left organization founded

to facilitate an alternative to official celebrations of the 200th anniversary of the

American Revolution, as a highly effective—if also flawed—movement that

reinvigorated the politics of protest and dissent in the guise of a patriotic tradition

stretching back to the Early Republic 192

“Here Come the Beads and Trinkets”: Native Americans and the 1976 Bicentennial
Katherine J. Parkin

Arevealing look at the wide diversity of opinion among Native people about the

1976 United States Bicentennial, ranging from anger to resignation over ongoing

mistreatment of indigenous rights and identities, with emphasis on those activists

who saw (and used) the national celebration in transactional terms, as a way to

advance American Indian interests through public advocacy and education 211
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Thinning the Nation? The 1976 Bicentennial and the Politics of Revolutionary
Memory in a Neoliberal Age
Thomas Cryer

Situating the 1976 United States Bicentennial as a critical juncture in the
transformation of American ideas about economy, society, state, and nationhood,
resulting in a new synthesis of political discourse intertwining New Left values of
personal empowerment and liberation with pro-enterprise ideals of producerism
and economic self-determination

Commemoration, Creation, and Sounding the Nation’s Future at St. Louis’
Bicentennial Horizons of American Music
Billy Coleman

Reexamining the national story of the 1976 United States Bicentennial through the
lens of regional history, with focus on the unique efforts of Elizabeth Gentry Sayad,
organizer of St. Louis’ Bicentennial Horizons of American Music, to create a
multicultural, forward-looking celebration blending conservative values with
internationalist vision

Below the Fold

VISITOR’S CORNER

The Visitor’s Corner with George Pelecanos

Adriane Lentz-Smith

An interview with celebrated crime writer and television producer George
Pelecanos, acclaimed author of twenty novels and story collections set in
greater Washington, DC, and the city’s unofficial “Noir Laureate”

PHOTOARTICLE

Rebranding a Nation: The U.S. Bicentennial Logo and the Politics of
Graphic Design in the Nixon Administration

Teasel Muir-Harmony

Avisual study of the United States Bicentennial logo, the evolution of its
experimental design, and the contested politics of American identity,
patriotism, and corporate power it generated in a fractured nation

INTO THE STACKS

Partisan Origins: Politicizing the Memory of the American Revolution
Zachary Clary

A reconsideration of recent scholarship on national memory and mythologies
in the broader purview of longstanding and intensifying partisan battles over
the true meaning and legacies of the American Revolution
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Bound by the Mockingbird Creed: Anniversaries, Myths and the Enduring

Power of Atticus Finch

Megan Hunt

Revisiting lingering mid-twentieth-century liberal nostalgias and legacies

through the lens of Atticus Finch and Harper Lee, and amid the contested

politics of the 1619 Project, conservative pushback in the realms of public

memory and history, and the meaning of the nation’s Semiquincentennial 341

https://doi.org/10.1017/mah.2026.10118 Published online by Cambridge University Press


https://doi.org/10.1017/mah.2026.10118

