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Cover 	 Aldabra Atoll, a UNESCO World Heritage site  
in the Seychelles, is a marine protected area and an important 
breeding site for several seabird species, including the red-footed 
booby Sula sula (pictured). An atoll-wide boat-based survey  
in 2022–2023 recorded a total of 36,720 breeding pairs,  
a considerable increase compared to the count of c. 6,500 pairs  
in 1968–1969. An additional survey in 2023 using an unmanned 
aerial vehicle resulted in a similar count to the boat-based  
survey along the shoreline but located an additional 5,574 pairs 
breeding inland in areas that were not visible from the boats.  
This study highlights the global importance of Aldabra  
as the most significant red-footed booby colony in the Indian 
Ocean. For further details, see pp. 554–564. (Photograph ©  
David Tipling/NaturePL.com)
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