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Berating the difficulty in obtaining reports which
have disappeared into the limbo where grey literature
rests has become common-place; even when tracked
down, these reports tend to be, well. .., grey. So it
is a pleasure to see the Department of Antiquities
of Cyprus going against the current and continuing
to produce their annual report in full colour in over
400 hardbound pages. The Report of the Department
of Antiquities, Cyprus — not to be confused with
the more modest Annual Report of the Department
of Antiquities which charts the activities of its
members and provides full financial accounts —
is no grey literature, but a peer-reviewed journal
‘devoted primarily to the publication of preliminary
reports of foreign expeditions excavating in Cyprus as
well as excavations by members of the Department
of Antiquities of Cyprus. It also welcomes papers
from all scholars in the fields of Cypriot archaeology,
history, culture and art’. The 2006 edition, dedicated
to the memory of Arthur Herbert Stanley (Peter)
Megaw, who was Director of the Department of
Antiquities until 1960, contains reports on sites
of the aceramic Neolithic, Chalcolithic and Bronze
Age periods (at the last of these sites fieldwork
was curtailed by an outbreak of typhus); a copper
smelting furnace of the first millennium BC; a
public building of the Cypro-Archaic period at
ancient Marion/Arsinoe; and Hellenistic and Roman
structures such as temple, chambered tomb and
smelting workshop. The material culture is also
well served, with numerous articles on ceramics and
seals, marine resources, or Cypriot specialities such
as miniature ram thrones. Wider-ranging articles
include a survey of pre-Neolithic Cyprus, before
the aceramic Neolithic, in the tenth-ninth millennia
BC, and a new reading of documents relating to
relationships between Egypt and Cyprus in the Iron
Age. The Report is beautifully produced with high
quality photographs, graphics, paper and printing.
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