Preface

In separating me from others, the pandemic taught me the importance of
entanglement. Enticed to read more broadly in solitude, I learned about
nature as an “entangled bank” of webs of affinities.’ For entomologist
Rick Karban, research about plant awareness and experience has not
presented radically different facts. New is “the change in worldview”
through which the facts are interpreted.? “Biological life,” writes science
writer Zoé Schlanger, “is a spiraling diffusion of possibilities.”> Quantum
physicists have come to a similar conclusion. While it is nice to simplify,
the physical world is not simple. At the subatomic level, particles and
waves point to a relational world filled with potentialities. The cosmos is
a set of entangled processes that does not know its own future. Interested
in the relation between risk and uncertainty, I am following the lead
twentieth-century sciences provide.

Reading broadly has made me a firm believer in a bon mor attributed to
Max Weber: “I do not have a field — I am not a donkey.” But with risk and
uncertainty as my chosen subject I have learned to accept another bon mot
attributed to art collector and writer Leo Stein: “It’s hard to be so smart
that the next minute can’t fool you.”* The entangling of chance with fate
poses the conundrum I discuss in this book.” After many years of trying,
I continue to struggle with the deep truth the Athenians expressed in the
Melian Dialogue when they called “hope danger’s comforter.”® With this
book I want to tell my reader not what to think but what to think about.
A serious reading is for me the highest compliment any author can
hope for.

Not predisposed to any tribe’s uniting call, I resist the pull of any one
worldview, paradigm, theoretical approach, modeling tradition, or
method. I admire, sometimes, the courage of the convictions of those
who rally around their chosen flag while I flap around aimlessly.

! Charles Darwin quoted in Schlanger 2024: 148. 2 Schlanger 2024: 73.
3 Schlanger 2024: 21. % Leo Stein quoted in Christian 2020: 137.  ° Rorty 1989: 22.
6 Strauss 2008: 353 (5.103).
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xii Preface

And I envy, sometimes, the companionship the like-minded so evi-
dently enjoy as I bushwhack my way through the jungle alone. Born in
Germany at the end of World War II, it is a quirk of my biography that
I abhor collectives celebrating companionship. I prefer practices and
conversations that open up new terrain to those that fence it in and
close it down. I am deeply skeptical of political engineering, big leaps,
and final solutions.

I like to celebrate and thank the many people who taught and tutored
me in different ways and at different stages, as I was writing this book.
Their help made me acutely aware, once again, of the collegiality and
camaraderie that define communities of scholars and that include the
invisible college of those who came before and those who will come after.
Learning is collective and shared, writing is individual and lonely.

Steve Nelson was a collaborator on a set of papers that dealt with the
financial crisis of 2008. That event shocked me more than any of my
colleagues. Much of what I learned from and with him is part of Chapter 4
in this book. Rudra Sil helped me understand eclecticism and pragma-
tism, which we explored in Beyond Paradigms: Analytic Eclecticism in World
Politics (2010) and several articles. Our collaborative writing informs the
spirit of this book and appears explicitly in its concluding chapter. Living
the last stages of her life with enormous courage and grace as illness
drained her strength, the late Lucia Seybert taught me a deep truth
about the power of hope. The gist of our collaboration in Protean Power
(2018) and the important empirical work of our collaborators who put
flesh on the bones of our theoretical arguments — Rawi Abdelal, Peter
Andreas, Philip Ayoub, Noelle Brigden, Jennifer Erickson, Jessica Green,
Erin Lockwood, Barak Mendelsohn, Stephen Nelson, and Christian
Reus-Smit — are reported in Chapter 7. Jacques Hymans organized and
introduced a special issue of International Theory (2020). I learned a great
deal from the insightful papers of Emanuel Adler, George DeMartino and
Ilene Grabel, Stefano Guzzini, Benoit Pelopidas, and Michael Ziirn.
Much of what I learned about worldviews came from Uncertainty and Its
Discontent (2022), a project made possible by the full intellectual engage-
ment of Bentley Allan, Michael Barnett, Timothy Byrnes, Prasenjit
Duara, Jairus Grove, Mark Haas, Milja Kurki, and Henry Nau. Some
snippets are reported in portions of Chapters 1 and 2. Where relevant,
I have referred in various parts of this book to some of my prior
publications.”

7 Katzenstein 2006. Nelson and Katzenstein 2014. Katzenstein 2018. Katzenstein and
Seybert 2018a, 2018b, 2018c. Seybert and Katzenstein 2018. Katzenstein 2020, 2022a,
2022b, 2022¢, 2022d, 2024.
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Preface xiii

This is only the beginning of a long list of colleagues who helped me
with this book. I have received invaluable comments on chapter seg-
ments, chapters, and different versions of the whole manuscript from
Rawi Abdelal, Uriel Abulof, Emanuel Adler, Mathias Albert, Bentley
Allan, Amelia Arsenault, Phil Ayoub, Michael Barnett, Kaushik Basu,
David Bateman, Alexandra Blackman, Brett de Bary, Steven Bernstein,
Noelle Brigden, Timothy Byrnes, Alexandra Cirone, James Davis, Tim
Devoogd, Donna Dickenson, Prasenjit Duara, Peter Enns, Jennifer
Erickson, Matthew Evangelista, Anna-Katharina Ferl, Rainer Forst, Jill
Frank, Peter Gourevitch, Ilene Grabel, Jessica Green, Jairus Grove,
Stefano Guzzini, Mark Haas, Peter Haas, Gunther Hellmann, Douglas
Holmes, Aida Hozic, Steffen Huck, Macartan Humphreys, Patrick
Jackson, Bruce Jentleson, Stephen Kalberg, Sabrina Karim, Mary
Katzenstein, Robert Keohane, Jonathan Kirshner, Sarah Kreps,
Douglas Kriner, Milja Kurki, David Lake, David Laitin, Adam Lerner,
Adam Levine, Phil Lewis, Erin Lockwood, Patchen Markell, Michael
Marks, Sally McConnell-Ginet, Barak Mendelsohn, Cheryl Misak,
Franziska Miiller, Henry Nau, Joseph Nye, Lou Pauly, Reid Pauly,
Benoit Pelopidas, Kai Quek, Christian Rauh, Judith Reppy, Bryn
Rosenfeld, Christian Reus-Smit, Scott Sagan, Wayne Sandholtz, Fritz
Scharpf, Rebecca Slayton, Hendrik Schopmans, Rudra Sil, Janice Stein,
Wolfgang Streeck, Sidney Tarrow, Geoffrey Wallace, Jeremy Wallace,
Christopher Way, Zellman Warhaft, David Welch, and Anna Wojciuk.
I thank them for their helpful conversations, insightful comments, sharp
criticisms, and extensive reviews. I apologize to those whose names
I failed to record properly and list here.

I also thank the participants of workshops convened by Cornell’s
Government Department, Duke University, the European University
Institute, the Hertie School of Berlin, the Universities of Frankfurt and
Toronto, the Max-Planck Institute for the Study of Societies at Cologne,
and the WZB Berlin Social Science Center for their engaged participation
and critical comments on different chapters of this book. Two anonym-
ous readers for Cambridge University Press gave the manuscript an
engaged reading that proved very helpful in the final revisions of the
manuscript.

In the writing of this book I have gratefully relied on Wikipedia for
initial orientations or verifications. I have refrained from seeking assist-
ance from any version of Al or Chatbot.

Naomi Egel, Jordan Ecker, and Musckaan Chauhaan served as
extremely resourceful and helpful research assistants at different stages
of the project. Junyang Hu and Jake Swanson became indispensable
colleagues. For several years Junyang Hu helped me with unfailing
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Xiv Preface

efficiency to master all kinds of tasks, small and large, that reminded me of
the advertisement I once saw in a small shop: “the impossible we do right
away; miracles take a little longer.” Jake covered an enormously wide field
of topics which, falling woefully short of full mastery, I needed to get to
know. Over several years we talked as he tutored me how language should
and could be integrated as a crucial part of the book’s argument. Both
Junyang and Jake commanded a preternatural reservoir of empathy that
made them strike the proper balance of criticism and encouragement as
I was struggling with the material and putting pen to paper. Patrick
Jackson taught me that it takes repetition to fully internalize rather than
merely hear the simple, big point. Although our destinations differed, we
have traveled on adjacent roads. At a crucial point toward the end of the
project, with my spirit flagging, Janice Stein appeared like a Saint, sound-
ing the trumpet and pointing out some of my discordant notes. Her
support went far beyond assent and criticism and helped propel me across
the finish line. After more than forty years of collaborative work with one
of the best social science editors of the past generation, I have admired,
once again, what Roger Haydon can do with the English language. He
was entirely correct when he wrote at the end “I have read every word of
this,” which was his way of saying “this book is too long,” while also
understanding fully why it could not be shorter.

I have once again been the beneficiary of the superb editorial staff at
Cambridge University Press. John Haslam was totally supportive of this
conclusion to a trilogy comprising also Protean Power (2018) and
Uncertainty and Its Discontents (2022). Carrie Parkinson and Claire
Sissen made sure that the train was always on the right track and running
on time. And the incomparable Julene Knox demonstrated time and
again that computer-assisted copy-editing remains both craft and art.
I thank them all for making the production of this book such an unprob-
lematic venture.

I thank Mary for our life that is deeply entangled with this book.

Finally, I dedicate this book to Almut, beloved sister, and to the
cherished memory of Bernd, top of my alphabet.

Ithaca, July 2025
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