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In recognition of their outstanding academic and personal achievements, APSA is pleased to announce the APSA Minority Fellows 
for the 2011–12 academic year. The Minority Fellows Program (MFP) was established in 1969 as an effort to increase the number of 
minority scholars in the discipline and has designated more than 600 fellows and contributed to the successful completion of doc-
toral political science programs for over 100 individuals. APSA has refocused and increased its efforts to assist minority students in 
completing their doctorates by concentrating not only on the recruitment of minorities, but also on the retention of these groups 

within the profession. The MFP designates up to 12 stipend minority fellows each year. Fellows with stipends receive a $4,000 fellowship 
that is disbursed in two $2,000 payments—one at the end of their first graduate year and one at the end of their second—provided that 
they remain in good academic standing. Awards are based on students’ undergraduate course work, GPA, extracurricular activities, GRE 
scores, and recommendations from faculty. Members of the selection committee for this year’s fellows included Leonardo Arriola, Com-
mittee on the Status of Latinos y Latinas in the Profession; Valeria Sinclair-Chapman, Committee on the Status of Blacks in the Profes-
sion; and Cara Wong, Committee on the Status of Asian Pacific Americans in the Profession. Learn more about the program by visiting 
http://www.apsanet.org/mfp. This year’s Minority Fellows are:

APSA Names 2011–2012 Minority Fellows

Tamara Andrade is a 
senior at the Universi-
ty of Michigan major-
ing in both political 
science and women’s 
studies. She has writ-
ten for the Michigan 
Journal of Interna-
tional Affairs since 
her freshman year. During the summer of 
2009, she conducted research through the 
Summer Research Opportunity Program at 
the University of California, Berkeley, on 
the influence of the Catholic Church on the 
legislation of divorce in Chile. In graduate 
school, she hopes to study Latin American 
politics with a specific focus on how demo-
cratic transitions affect the ability of civil 
society groups and institutions to pressure 
the state to encode their preferred policies 
into law.

Soledad Artiz is a 
senior at Texas A&M 
University major-
ing in political sci-
ence and economics 
with a minor in busi-
ness. She has worked 
as an undergradu-
ate research assis-

tant for both the political science and eco-
nomics departments, assisting others with 
their research and expanding on her own 
research. In April, Soledad will present a 
paper on economic development and state 
tax policies at the MPSA Annual Confer-
ence. Next year, Soledad will pursue a grad-
uate degree in political science, specifical-
ly studying political economy. Her main 
research interests involve methodology, 

economic development, welfare policy, and 
microfinance.

Matthew Brinkmoeller graduated from 
Arizona State University in May 2010 with 
a BA in political science and history. He is 
currently finishing his MA in international 
relations at ASU as part of a five-year BA/
MA program before moving on to doctor-

al studies. Elected to 
Phi Beta Kappa his 
junior year, Matthew 
has continued his 
academic progress 
with research in Latin 
American politics at 
ASU as a Junior Fel-
low, and at Columbia 

University as a Leadership Alliance Mellon 
Initiative Fellow. He highly encourages any 
political science undergraduate hoping to 
pursue a Ph.D. to look into the Leadership 
Alliance program and the Institute for the 
Recruitment of Teachers, in addition to 
research programs at their home institu-
tions. These programs were invaluable to 
Matthew’s success. 

David Cortez is a senior at the University 
of Texas–Pan American, double-majoring 
in political science 
and history. He is a 
member of Pi Sigma 
Alpha, as well as a 
2010 Ralph Bunche 
Summer Institute 
Scholar. In Septem-
ber 2010, David was 
selected to represent 
the Ralph Bunche Summer Institute at 
APSA in Washington, DC, presenting his 

most recent research, “Latino American-
ism: Military Presence in the Barrio and in 
the Home,” in a poster session. In addition 
to presenting at APSA, he was a panelist at 
MPSA 2010 and will present on the Race, 
Ethnicity and Politics panel at SWPSA 
2011. In graduate school, David hopes to 
study American politics, with an emphasis 
on political behavior and Latino politics.

Safia Farole graduat-
ed from the University 
of Washington in the 
spring of 2010 with a 
BA in psychology and 
a minor in political 
science. In her senior 
year, Safia participat-
ed in the University of 
Washington’s Ronald E. McNair Post-Bac-
calaureate Achievement Program, in which 
she completed a thesis on the model minor-
ity stereotype and its consequences for race 
relations and social justice in the United 
States. In the fall of 2009, Safia’s research 
in the McNair program earned her the 
University of Washington’s Early Identifi-
cation Program Presidential Scholarship. 
Safia has presented her research at several 
regional conferences. After graduation, at 
the University of Washington Institute for 
the Study of Ethnicity, Race and Sexuali-
ty (WISER), Safia conducted research on 
national Tea Party political campaigns, the 
rise of anti-Islamic rhetoric in U.S. political 
discourse, and Muslim American political 
engagement. Safia plans to pursue gradu-
ate studies in the American politics and 
comparative politics subfields, focusing 
on Muslim political incorporation, group 
identity, and integration trends in Western 
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democracies. 

Muhammed Idris is a senior at the Univer-
sity of Washington majoring in economics. 
He attended the 2010 
Ralph Bunche Sum-
mer Institute and pre-
sented his research 
paper, “The Bigger 
They Are the Harder 
They Fall: The Link 
between Economic 
Sanctions and Inte-
gration,” at the 2010 APSA Annual Meet-
ing. Muhammed is interested in research-
ing the intersection between institutions 
and economic development or historical 
institutionalism in the Middle East and 
North Africa (MENA). His research focus-
es on the influence of Islam on the develop-
ment of political and economic institutions 
in the MENA over time. Muhammed’s 
motivation for pursuing a doctoral degree 
in political science and a career in academia 
is to understand the complexities of how 
religion, political economy, and institu-
tions interplay. The research that he hopes 
to produce will contribute to the critical 
debates on Islam and Islamic institutions, 
how they relate to economic development 
in the MENA, and their broader glob-
al implications. Muhammed is eternally 
grateful to the Ronald E. McNair Scholars 
Program and Mary Gates Research Endow-
ment for not only introducing him to the 
wonders of research, but for also providing 
him with the opportunities to succeed in all 
facets of his collegiate career. 

Danielle Lemi is a senior at San Jose State 
University majoring in political science. 

She is primarily con-
cerned with under-
ground youth move-
ments in the Middle 
East and Central 
Asia. Specifically, 
she is interested in 
the impact of under-
ground youth culture 

on political opinion and political participa-
tion. She is currently producing a project 
about the underground Arab-Western hip-
hop movement that discusses the social 
roles this movement plays in the develop-
ment of Western-Arab-Muslim identity. 
Danielle is currently a part of the Strate-
gic Language Initiative for Arabic and will 
be studying abroad in Amman, Jordan, in 
2011. She looks forward to teaching in a 

university setting and exposing students 
to little-known youth movements in the 
Islamic world.

Jessica Ross is a senior at Suffolk Univer-
sity majoring in American politics and poli-
cy. Her primary research interests are Black 
political thought, Black political behav-
ior, and education policy. She is currently 
conducting a senior honors thesis on the 
concept of deracialization as it applies to 
the Boston City Council. She is a McNair 
Scholar at Suffolk University. As a 2010 
Ralph Bunche Sum-
mer Institute schol-
ar, Jessica conduct-
ed a research project 
entitled “Robots 
in the Classroom: 
Accountability, Cur-
riculum, and Instruc-
tion in High-Pover-
ty Schools.” She presented this research 
project in a poster presentation at the 2010 
APSA Annual Meeting and in an oral pre-
sentation at the 2010 McNair Scholars 
Symposium at the University of California, 
Berkeley. Jessica is excited about pursuing a 
Ph.D. in political science. 

Amber Spry is a 
political science and 
media and communi-
cations studies dou-
ble major at the Uni-
versity of Maryland, 
Baltimore County 
(UMBC). She has 
received several hon-
ors and distinctions, including the Mary-
land Distinguished Scholar Award, the 
Samuel I. Rosenburg Citizenship Award, 
the Congressional Black Caucus Founda-
tion Strive for Excellence Award, and the 
Maryland Governor’s Citation for Out-
standing Commitment to Public Service. In 
2010, Amber conducted research as a Lead-
ership Alliance Mellon Fellow at Columbia 
University. Additionally, she has worked as 
a research assistant at the Urban Institute 
in Washington, DC, and currently serves as 
a representative on the Maryland Depart-
ment of Juvenile Services State Adviso-
ry Board. Amber’s research examines the 
intersection of identity, education, and 
political participation in America. She will 
pursue a Ph.D. in political science and plans 
to become a university professor. 

Joe Tafoya is a senior majoring in political 

science and history at the California State 
University, East Bay. His family’s humble 
existence made him privy to the fears, con-
cerns, and aspirations 
of the underserved 
Latino community. 
The deprivation and 
marginalization that 
his family experi-
enced were the impe-
tus to his political 
socialization, which 
developed around an urgency to address 
inequality. To this end, he is interested 
in researching avenues instrumental to 
the flourishing of political efficacy, ethnic 
solidarity, and the politics of inclusion for 
Latinos. Joe will pursue a doctoral degree 
in political science—broadly in American 
politics, with foci on race and ethnic pol-
itics, political behavior, public opinion, 
voter mobilization, and survey research 
methods. His research will allow him to 
help the community address institutional 
disparity and disproportionate represen-
tation. Joe led a schoolwide walk out from 
James A. Garfield High School in the 11th 
grade against HR4437 in 2006. Since then, 
Joe has focused on research geared toward 
harnessing that power into meaningful 
political participation. With the admira-
ble mentorship of Dr. Melissa Michelson, 
he has successfully written two published 
papers on the Latino electorate and immi-
gration policy, attended the Ralph Bunche 
Summer Institute at Duke University, and 
presented results from original research at 
UC Berkeley and CSU East Bay, and now 
he is honored to be a 2010 APSA Minor-
ity Fellow.

Jacqueline Lindsay 
Tello is a senior at 
Binghamton Univer-
sity majoring in polit-
ical science and his-
tory with a minor in 
Spanish. During the 
summer of 2010, Jac-
queline was selected 

to participate in the Ralph Bunche Sum-
mer Institute Program at Duke University. 
Her research project examined the effects 
of U.S. foreign aid on governments’ respect 
for human rights in Latin America. Follow-
ing RBSI, she participated in the Ronald 
E. McNair Summer Research Program at 
Binghamton University under the super-
vision of Dr. David Cingranelli. While in 
Binghamton, she has conducted investiga-
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tions on the factors that drive the human 
trafficking market. Jacqueline has present-
ed her research at numerous conferences, 
including that of the APSA. She plans on 
pursuing a Ph.D. in political science, focus-
ing on international relations and compar-
ative politics with a regional concentration 
on Latin America.

Christopher Wall is a senior at the Univer-
sity of North Texas. He is a political science 
and economics double major with a minor 
in Russian. Chris is a member of numerous 
honors societies, including Golden Key and 
Pi Sigma Alpha. This year, he will serve as 
the president of the Mortar and Board 
Senior Honor’s Society for UNT. Chris-

topher Wall joined 
UNT’s Honors Col-
lege in the fall of 2008 
and participated in 
the Ronald E. McNair 
McNair Program the 
following year. In the 
summer of 2009, he 
traveled to the Neth-
erlands with students chosen by UNT’s 
political science department to conduct 
research at the International Criminal Tri-
bunal for the former Yugoslavia on issues 
dealing with international law. That same 
year, he did research on the social, econom-
ic, and security impacts of current immigra-
tion policy for the Dallas Council on For-

eign Relations’ taskforce on immigration 
and conducted research on the World Trade 
Organization and its influence on democ-
racy alongside his mentor, Professor Mari-
jke Breuning. In the summer of 2010, he 
was selected to attend Duke University for 
the Ralph Bunche Summer Institute Pro-
gram and conducted research on the rela-
tionship between democratic legitimacy 
and the political success of Latin American 
presidents. Christopher Wall has presented 
his research at various conferences, includ-
ing those of the MPSA and the APSA. He 
plans on pursuing a Ph.D. in international 
relations after graduation, hoping to spe-
cialize in political economy and security. n

Congressional Fellowship Program 2010–2011 
Office Assignments

Founded in 1953, the APSA Congressional Fellowship Program is the nation’s oldest and most prestigious congressional fellowship. 
More than 50 years later, the program remains devoted to its original objective of expanding knowledge and awareness of Con-
gress. For nine months, select political scientists, journalists, doctors, federal executives, and international scholars gain “hands on” 

understanding of the legislative process by serving on congressional staffs. Through this unique opportunity, the association enhances 
public understanding of policymaking and improves the quality of scholarship, teaching, and reporting on American national politics. 
For more information, please visit http://www.apsanet.org/content_3031.cfm. The 2011 office assignments are:

U.S. Senate
Steven Adams-Smith

Sen. Kirsten Gillibrand (D-NY)
Richard Culatta

Sen. Patty Murray (D-WA)
Mark Oleszek, Ph.D.

Sen. Al Franken (D-MN)
Matthew Levy, MD, MPH

Sen. Kent Conrad (D-ND)
Rhonda Ozanian, Ph.D.

Sen. Orrin Hatch (R-UT)
Janice Phillips, Ph.D.

Sen. John D. Rockefeller (D-WV)
Shana Radford

Sen. Ron Wyden (D-OR)
James Sullivan

Sen. Ron Wyden (D-OR)
Lisa Troy, Ph.D.

Sen. Robert P. Casey, Jr. (D-PA)

U.S. House of Representatives
Ornanong Benbourenane, Ph.D.

Rep. Jim McDermott (D-WA)
Sebastian Bruns, Ph.D.

Rep. Todd Young (R-IN)
Menna Demessie, Ph.D.

Rep. Barbara Lee (D-CA)
Matthew Gillen

Rep. Betty McCollum (D-MN)
Frances Marquez, Ph.D.

Rep. Mike Honda (D-CA)
LaRhonda Nicholas, Ph.D.

Rep. Dan Lipinski (D-IL)
Steve Stanek

Rep. Jim Gerlach (R-PA)
John Tambornino

Rep. Jim McDermott (D-WA)
Rene Wildangel, Ph.D.

Rep. Jim McDermott (D-WA)

Committees
Joseph Bafumi, Ph.D.

Senate Budget Committee (Minority)
Brooke Cissell

House Foreign Affairs Committee
Jonathan Jaffry, MD, MS

Senate Finance Committee
Thomas Karako, Ph.D.

congressional fellowship program

House Armed Services Committee

Executive Branch
Echezona Ezeanolue, MD, MPH

Department of Health and Human Ser-
vices, Office of the Secretary

Angelica Herrera, MPH, DRPH
Health Resources Service Administration, 
Office of Health Information, Technol-
ogy and Quality

Bruce Leff, MD
American Academy of Home Care Phy-
sicians

Paul H. Lipkin, MD
Department of Health and Human Ser-
vices, Office of the Secretary

Eileen M. Sullivan-Marx, Ph.D.
Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Ser-
vices, Office of the Duals

Mary Tinetti, MD
Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services

Irene Yen, Ph.D., MPH
Centers for Disease Control and Preven-
tion n
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