
Supplement to LANGUAGE, Journal of the Linguistic Society 
of America 

LANGUAGE DISSERTATIONS 
POBLISBBD BY TBE 

LINGUISTIC SOCIETY OF AMERICA 
EDITED BY 

GEORGE MELVILLE BOLLING 
Ol&io State Uni11er1it11 

OLIN H. MOORE 
Ohio State Uniffl'rit11 

NUMBER ~1 

EDWARD SAPIR 
Yale Uni",rrit11 

W. F. TWADDELL 
Uni"ersity of Wi8eonain 

APRIL-JUNE, 1986 

TENSE SIGNIFICANCE AS THE TIME OF THE ACTION 

BY 

OSCAR EMANUEL JOHNSON 

UNIVERSITY OF IOWA DISSERTATION 

LINGUISTIC SOCIBTY OF AMERICA 
UNIVEBSITT OJ' PENNSYLVANIA, PBILA.DELPIIIA. 

19S6 

Reprinted with the permission of the original publishers 

KRAUS REPRINT CORPORATION 
New York 

1966 
https://doi.org/10.1017/S0097850736090761 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0097850736090761


https://doi.org/10.1017/S0097850736090761 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0097850736090761


Supplement to LANGUAGE, Journal of the Linguistic Society 
of America 

LANGUAGE DISSERTATIONS 
PUBLISHED BY THE 

LINGUISTIC SOCIETY OF AMERICA 
EDITED BY 

GEORGE MELVILLE BOLLING 
Ohio State University 

OLIN H. MOORE 
Ohio State University 

NUMBER 21 

EDWARD SAPIR 
Yale University 

W. F. TWADDELL 
University of Wiaconsin 

APRIL-JUNE, 1986 

TENSE SIGNIFICANCE AS THE TIME OF THE ACTION 

BY 

OSCAR EMANUEL JOHNSON 

UNIVERSITY OF IOWA DISSERTATION 

LINGUISTIC SOCIBTY OF AMERICA 
UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA, PHILADELPHIA 

1986 

Reprinted witb the permission of tbe original publishers 

KRAUS REPRINT CORPORATION 
New York 

1966 
https://doi.org/10.1017/S0097850736090761 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0097850736090761


DEDICATED 

TO 

GEORGE OLIVER CURME 

COPYRIGHT 1936 
BY THE 

LINGUISTIC SOCIETY OF AMERICA 

Printed in U.S.A. 

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0097850736090761 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0097850736090761


CONTENTS 
Preface 

I Tense significance: preliminary definition ............... . 
II Time: a working definition ........................... . 

III The time of the action in terms of position ............. . 
IV Past, present, and future in terms of position ........... . 
V Past, present, and future in terms of movement ......... . 

VI The analogy of the moving spatial object ............... . 
VII Perceptual past, present, and future ................... . 

VIII Conceptual past, present, and future: general charactei: ... . 
IX Conceptual past, present, and future: distinctive char-

acter .............................................. . 
X The time of the action: final definition ................. . 

Bibliography ........................................ . 

5 
7 

10 
16 
24 
30 
39 
46 
56 

69 
77 
96 

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0097850736090761 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0097850736090761

