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does it attempt to give an overall picture of American foreign relations law, since it focuses
only on constitutional aspects. As a consequence, there are no detailed accounts of, for
example, the experience with the Sovereign Immunity Act of 1976 or with the Alien Tort
Act

Readers who intend to undertake a straight-through read will, unfortunately, not have an
easy time of it because of the way that the book is organised. Some footnotes appear at the
bottom of the page. But the overwhelming bulk are in the form of endnotes following the
main text. This is not an uncommon practice. But when, as here, the endnote section extends
to no fewer than 230 pages, and often contains lengthy discussions of substantive issues, it
becomes almost a separate treatise in its own right A reader who tries to follow both the text
and the endnotes at the same time will find his patience sorely tried by the need for incessant
flipping back and forth. Many will find the endnote section to be the more interesting, since
the textual material is often rather general and somewhat bland in character. The endnotes,
in contrast, contain a treasure-house of fascinating issues which vividly illustrate the points
raised in the main text

Those who seek to use the book as a reference work are much better catered for, since it
provides tables of cases and treaties, together with an extremely through index. Not to men-
tion lots of endnotes.
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