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I am deeply indebted to Francis Hare, Earl of Listowel, for giving
me permission to edit his father’s memoirs for publication. Francis
very generously responded to my query regarding the existence of
the memoirs and immediately gave me a copy and expressed sincere
happiness that the work would finally be published and reach a wider
audience. Professor Emma Griffin and her successor Professor
Richard Toye have both been wonderful Literary Directors at the
Royal Historical Society and I am so pleased they have allowed
me to include this work within the Society’s invaluable Camden
Series. They have also generously been very understanding with
my tardiness and consistently supportive both in their official role
and as British historians themselves. I am very grateful to Dr
Emile Chabal and Dr Donal Lowry for advising me generously on
some factual queries. My deepest debt is to Lady Diana Voss who
has been a great source of help and kindness in giving every assis-
tance to me in getting her father’s fascinating story published without
seeking to direct or control my role as editor. I thank her most sin-
cerely for not only getting family papers ready for me and answering
queries, but also for facilitating the permission to reproduce letters
between Lord Listowel and Lord Mountbatten concerning the final
months of British rule in India. Lord Listowel himself made his
own acknowledgments in his preface to the memoirs which follows
my introduction. I was a schoolboy in New Zealand when Lord
Listowel died in March 1997 and never knew him. I first came across
his name working as a university student in the New Zealand
National Archives in Wellington, where there were official papers
describing his visit to the country in early 1949 to try and convince
the sceptical Labour Prime Minister, Peter Fraser, and members of
the New Zealand Civil Service that a republican India should be wel-
comed into the Commonwealth despite not keeping George VI as
head of state like all the other members. I was intrigued by this
young Fabian aristocrat and struck by his quiet courtesy and this
curiosity duly increased as I looked further at the variety of missions
and roles he held. It is my hope that historians and interested readers
will share the opinion of the Listowel family and my own that these
memoirs and the related material are of immense historical value and
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add a crucial and previously unpublished witness account to many of
the great events and episodes in twentieth-century British history, all
told with a lightness of touch and a gentle elegance that cloaked a
steadfast determination to serve, and to make the world more decent
and just.
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