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Strategies for Teaching with the
MLA International Bibliography

Get tips in our new video series for using the MLA International Bibliography to
teach research skills, information literacy, and critical engagement with scholarship.

The first three videos cover
« helping students understand how literary theory develops

« teaching literature and composition in a broad range of classes and having
students use the bibliography to research how a topic evolves

« designing exploratory research for first-year students in a composition, media
studies, or communications course

Please visit the landing page to watch the videos and view lesson plans—and
contact us if you’d like to participate!

(=15 =]

r.-.._-l-'.q ) .
Learn More E"% https://utm.io/MLA-2026

https://doi.org/10.1632/50030812925101120 Published online by Cambridge University Press


https://utm.io/MLA-2026
https://doi.org/10.1632/S0030812925101120

March 2026
Volume 141 Number 2

PMLA

Publications of the Modern Language Association of America

Published five times a year by the
Modern Language Association of America
and Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1632/50030812925101120 Published online by Cambridge University Press


https://doi.org/10.1632/S0030812925101120

THE MODERN LANGUAGE
ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA
’ Organized 1883, Incorporated 1 900]

Officers
FOR THE TERM ENDING 10 JANUARY 2027
President
HERMAN BEAVERS
University of Pennsylvania
First Vice President
WAIL S. HAsSAN
University of Illinois,
Urbana-Champaign
Second Vice President
GAURAV G. DEsAI
University of Michigan, Ann Arbor
Executive Director
Paura M. KreBS

Executive Council
FOR THE TERM ENDING 10 JANUARY 2027
Davip DAMROSCH
Harvard University
STACEY LEE DONOHUE
Central Oregon Community College

VIRGINIA RAMOS
University of San Francisco

FOR THE TERM ENDING 9 JANUARY 2028
RiTA BERNICE DANDRIDGE
Virginia State University
MARISA GALVEZ
Stanford University
DEBORA MALDONADO-DEOLIVEIRA
Meredith College
Luana Rers
Princeton University

FOR THE TERM ENDING 7 JANUARY 2029
ALAIN-PHILIPPE DURAND
University of Arizona, Tucson

MAGANA KABUGI
University of North Carolina, Greensboro
MIrIAM WALLACE
University of Illinois, Springfield

FOR THE TERM ENDING 6 JANUARY 2030

RACHEL SAGNER BUURMA
Swarthmore College
Monica E JACOBE

University of Pennsylvania
KATE OsTROM
University of Michigan, Ann Arbor
MIHOKO SUZUKI
University of Miami
Trustees of Invested Funds
HERMAN BEAVERS
MARISA GALVEZ
Domna C. STANTON
New York, New York

CATHARINE R. STIMPSON

New York, New York
JC DE SwAaAN

(Managing Trustee)

New York, New York

144

PMLA

PMLA

PUBLICATIONS OF
THE MODERN LANGUAGE ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA

Published five times a year

Available online at JSTOR and Cambridge Core;
indexed in the MLA International Bibliography.

Editor
BRENT HAYES EDWARDS
Columbia University

Assistant Editor
CATHRYN PIWINSKI

Senior Director of Operational Strategy
ANGELA GIBSON

Associate Director of Periodical Publications
SARA PASTEL

Assistant Publications Coordinator
OL1viA KENNISON

Associate Editors
Joun D. GoLBACH
JOSEPH WALLACE

Editorial Assistant
EmiLy KAUFMAN

PMLA (ISSN 0030-8129) is published five times a year, in January, March, May, September, and
October, by Cambridge University Press, One Liberty Plaza, 20th Floor, New York, NY 10006,
and the Modern Language Association of America. Membership in the association is open to persons
who are professionally interested in the modern languages and literatures. Information about
annual dues, which include subscription to PMLA, is available at www.mla.org/Membership/
About-Membership. Membership applications are available on request and at www.mla.org/
Membership/Join-the-MLA.

For libraries and other institutions, a subscription in 2026 to the print or electronic format of
PMLA can be purchased through a Cambridge University Press library sales representative.
Subscriptions include online access to the 2002-25 volumes. Single copies of issues for the current
year and the previous one are also available for purchase. Claims for undelivered issues will be hon-
ored if they are received within six months of the publication date; thereafter the single-issue price
will be charged. In the Americas, write to subscriptions_newyork@cambridge.org. In all other
parts of the world, write to journals@cambridge.org.

The MLA publication and editorial offices are located at 85 Broad Street, New York, NY 10004
(646 576-5000; pmlasubmissions@mla.org).

All communications concerning membership should be sent to Member and Administrative
Services, MLA, 85 Broad Street, New York, NY 10004 (646 576-5151; membership@mla.org).

Periodicals postage paid at New York, NY, and at additional mailing offices.

© 2026 Published by Cambridge University Press on behalf of Modern Language Association
of America. All rights reserved. Printed in the United States of America. MLA and the MODERN
LANGUAGE ASSOCIATION are trademarks owned by the Modern Language Association of America.

Library of Congress Catalog Card Number 12-32040.

United States Postal Service Number 449-660.

POSTMASTER: Send address changes to PMLA, Member and Administrative Services, MLA,
85 Broad Street, New York, NY 10004.

https://doi.org/10.1632/50030812925101120 Published online by Cambridge University Press


mailto:membership@mla.org
mailto:pmlasubmissions@mla.org
mailto:journals@cambridge.org
mailto:subscriptions_newyork@cambridge.org
http://www.mla.org/Membership/Join-the-MLA
https://www.mla.org/Membership/About-Membership
http://www.mla.org/Membership/About-Membership
http://www.mla.org/Membership/Join-the-MLA
https://doi.org/10.1632/S0030812925101120

141.2 ]

Contents

MARCH 2026

147
147

148
151

157

172

187

202

210

217

236

251

257

Submitting Manuscripts to PMLA
Forthcoming in PMLA

Features in PMLA
Editor’'s Column—Victorian Studies and Its Others: An Introduction

~— i

Nedawi Learns to Play: Ludic Indigeneity and the
Plum-Stone Game
LLoYD ALIMBOYAO SY

Poetics for the City: Africa, Extraction, and the Worlding
of Literature
CAJETAN IHEKA

Deaf Spectacle: Rupture and Resistance in llya Kaminsky’s
Deaf Republic

RAYE HENDRIX

LiTTLE-KNOWN DOCUMENTS

Andrew Salkey’s A Quality of Violence and the Practice
of “Communal/Impersonal” Criticism

EDWARD KAMAU BRATHWAITE

INTRODUCTION BY RENE JOHANNES KOOIKER

CRITICISM IN TRANSLATION

Poetic Imagination among the Arabs
ABU AL-QASIM AL-SHABBI
INTRODUCTION AND TRANSLATION BY DIMA NASSER

VICTORIAN STUDIES AND ITS OTHERS

Victorian Studies and the American State
EMILY STEINLIGHT

Provincializing Victorian Studies: A. Native’s Marita among
Literary Traditions
JacoB Romanow

THEORIES AND METHODOLOGIES

For These Times: In Defense of (a) Discipline
BARBARA BLack

Dislodged

RONJAUNEE CHATTERJEE, ALICIA MIRELES CHRISTOFF, AND AMY R. WoNG

https://doi.org/10.1632/50030812925101120 Published online by Cambridge University Press

Editorial Board
MicHELLE CLAYTON, 2027
Brown University
Horry CROCKER, 2026
Boston College
VERONIKA FUECHTNER, 2027
Dartmouth College
ANNABEL L. Kim, 2026
Harvard University
WILLIAM J. MAXWELL, 2026
Washington University in St. Louis

JurLia M. WRIGHT, 2027
Dalhousie University

Advisory Committee
REMY ATTIG, 2026
Bowling Green State University
GEOFFREY BAKER, 2027
Yale-NUS College
SARAH BALKIN, 2027
University of Melbourne
KAREN BRITLAND, 2027
University of Wisconsin, Madison
CHRISTOPHER CANNON, 2027
Johns Hopkins University, MD
LoGaN CONNORS, 2026
University of Miami
CAROLYN DEVER, 2027
Dartmouth College
ANDREW ENDA DUFFY, 2028
University of California, Santa Barbara
YASSER ELHARIRY, 2027
Dartmouth College
BRIGITTE FIELDER, 2027
University of Wisconsin, Madison
STEPHANIE FOOTE, 2028
University of Vermont
SEAN B. FRANZEL, 2028
University of Missouri, Columbia
HANNAH FREED-THALL, 2027
New York University
VERONICA GARIBOTTO, 2026
University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill
LEIGH GILMORE, 2026
Ohio State University, Columbus
JENNIFER CAROLINA GOMEZ MENJIVAR, 2026
University of North Texas
MARISSA GREENBERG, 2027
University of New Mexico, Albuquerque
JuLIAN DANIEL GUTIERREZ-ALBILLA, 2026
University of Southern California
STEFAN HELGESSON, 2027
Stockholm University
JANE HIDDLESTON, 2027
University of Oxford
DeBoORrRAH H. HOLDSTEIN, 2026
Columbia College, IL
JAVIER IRIGOYEN-GARCIA, 2026
University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign

YVONNE IVORy, 2028
University of South Carolina, Columbia

(continued)

145


https://doi.org/10.1632/S0030812925101120

Advisory Committee (continued)
PrrTI JOsHI, 2026
University of Puget Sound
MARK KAMRATH, 2028
University of Central Florida
Eric KEENAGHAN, 2027
University at Albany, State University of
New York
RAQUEL KENNON, 2028
University of Wisconsin, Madison
STEPHEN KNADLER, 2027
Spelman College
BeNjaAMIN KOHLMANN, 2027
University of Regensburg
CRySTAL B. LAKE, 2028
Wright State University
PETER LEMAN, 2027
Brigham Young University, UT
LAURA Lomas, 2027
Rutgers University, Newark
KRr1sTIN MAHONEY, 2028
Michigan State University
STEVEN MARSH, 2028
University of Illinois, Chicago
JEssicA MERRILL, 2028
Columbia University
AYMAN MOHAMED, 2026
Michigan State University
MARGARET NOODIN, 2028
University of Wisconsin, Milwaukee
Young Kyun OH, 2027
Arizona State University, Tempe
SERPIL OPPERMANN, 2027
Cappadocia University
LEAH ORR, 2027
University of Louisiana, Lafayette
ANDREW C. PARKER, 2026
Rutgers University, New Brunswick
Lip1ia Rapr, 2028
University of Richmond
CHRISTOPHER ROVEE, 2028
Louisiana State University,
Baton Rouge
MICHAEL SAWYER, 2026
University of Pittsburgh
AKSHYA SAXENA, 2026
Vanderbilt University
YASMIN SOLOMONESCU, 2027
University of Notre Dame
ANNA R. Z1AJKA STANTON, 2027
Penn State University, University Park
RICHARD A. STRIER, 2026
University of Chicago
M. REMI YERGEAU, 2026
Carleton University

146

[ PMLA

MARCH 2026

265

271

277

284

291

298

305

312

315

322

Disciplining and Punishing Victorian Studies
NASSER MUFTI

Other Victorian Studies
JosEPHINE McDONAGH

Notes toward the Unintelligible to Victorian Studies; or,
What Can’t Victorian Studies Read?

PRITI JOSHI

The Limits of Self-Critique

Orivia LiNngy1r Xu

Field and Formation
ZACHARY SAMALIN

The Otherwise Victorian
SIMON GIKANDI

Notes on a (Victorian) River
ANjJULI FATIMA RAZA KOLB

On Residual Forms
JacoB RomaNOW

On the Clock; or, Stuart Hall and Us

EMILY STEINLIGHT
In Memoriam

Index of Advertisers

https://doi.org/10.1632/50030812925101120 Published online by Cambridge University Press


https://doi.org/10.1632/S0030812925101120

141.2 ]

Submitting Manuscripts to PMLA

Editorial Policy for Essays

PMLA welcomes essays of interest to those concerned with the study of
language and literature. As the publication of a large and heterogeneous
association, the journal is receptive to a variety of topics, whether general or
specific, and to all scholarly methods and theoretical perspectives. The ideal
PMLA essay exemplifies the best of its kind, whatever the kind; addresses a
significant problem; draws out clearly the implications of its findings; and
engages the attention of its audience through a concise, readable presentation.

Eligibility

To be eligible for review, manuscripts must meet the following requirements:
MLA membership. Authors must be members of the MLA. (For a collaboratively
written essay to be eligible for review, all coauthors must be members of the
MLA.) Following the guidelines established by the journal’s publishing partner,
Cambridge University Press, Al tools cannot be considered authors of works
submitted to the journal.

Author anonymity. Authors should not refer to themselves in the first person in
the submitted text or notes if such references would identify them; any necessary
references to the author’s previous work, for example, should be in the third person.

Word length. Articles must be between 6,000 and 9,000 words. The word count
includes discursive notes but excludes works-cited lists and translations.

Originality. Articles cannot have been previously published in any language.
(Uploading the submitted version of the article to an institutional repository does
not count as previous publication.) Authors must fully cite in the manuscript, at
submission, their use of all content (whether text, images, data, or other) created
by an Al tool.

Simultaneous submission. Articles cannot be under consideration by other
journals or publishers. An article found to have been simultaneously submitted
elsewhere will not be published in PMLA even if it has already been accepted for
publication by the editorial board. The MLA reserves the right not to consider
submissions from authors who already have a submission under review with the
journal, as well as the right to desk-reject submissions sent by the same author
within a year of a previous submission to the journal.

Language. Manuscripts in languages other than English must be accompanied
by a detailed summary in English (generally of 1,000 to 1,500 words) and must
be translated into English if they are recommended to the editorial board.
Translations should accompany all quotations in languages other than English.

Scope. PMLA does not publish book reviews or new works of fiction. Submissions
should be broadly of interest to those concerned with the study of language and
literature.

Quality. PMLA publishes the best of its kind. Works that demonstrate egregious
signs of poor quality (e.g., lack of scholarly apparatus when relevant, evidence of
extreme carelessness in preparation) cannot be sent for review.
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IN THE MAY IssuE

BEN Davigs. “Critical Reading and the
Fantasy of Method”

CoREY BYRNEs. “Of Beasts and Ani-
mals; or, The ‘Chinese’ Ends of the
Posthuman”

BeENjAMIN HULETT. “Portage Episte-
mologies: Wabanaki Perceptual
Grammar in Thoreau’s Late Natural
Histories”

ELIZABETH BLAKE. “Gourmet,
Sodomite, Woman: Djuna Barnes’s
Multihyphenate Doctor”

MARIANNA HAGLER. “Reading in Rev-
erie: Identifying Anne Carson’s
Gertrude Stein”

Little-Known Documents

“Manifesto to the Oppressed Peoples of
America!!” Introduction and transla-
tion by Carlos Alonso Nugent

RENE RICARD. “BASQUIAT: The Poems.”
Introduction by Paul Benzon

Presidential Addresses

Dana A. WiLLiams. “The Price of the
Ticket’: The Future of the Humani-
ties and the Art of Global Learning”

FriepA ExorTo. “The Propitiatory
Poem: Léopold Sédar Senghor and
the Theology of Forgiveness”

BarBARrA Fuchs. “Multilingual US”

JuprTH BUTLER. “Stumbling, Errancy,
Persistence: The Struggle for the
Humanities”
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IN OTHER ISSUES

Douc BATTERSBY. “Free Indirect Style
in the English Novel: Literary His-
tory and Critical Pleasure”

REBECCA BRADBURN. “Listening In:
Elizabeth Bishop’s Prosthetic Per-
sonal”

Patrick EicHHOLZ. “The Latent Baroque
in English Literary History”

HannaH FryDMAN. “Claude Cahun
and Marcel Moore’s Views and
Visions: Intermedial Indeterminacy,
Anti-identitarianism, and the Prac-
tice of History”

MEeNGLU Gao. “Forest-Like Plantations:
Victorian Ecological Limbo and Its
Aftermath in the Malay Archipelago”

SARAH HOPKINSON. “Geology and the
Geologized: Lithified Modernism
in Eric Walrond’s Tropic Death”

STEPHEN HOwARD. “Gwendolyn
Brooks and the Fantasy of the
Ballad”

MiICHELLE RADNIA. “Cultivating
Nationhood: Toru Dutt and the
Garden Sonnet in Nineteenth-
Century India”

DEeENA RymHus. “Kin Objects: Repur-
posing as Relational Practice in
Leanne Simpson’s Noopiming”

GERONIMO SARMIENTO CRUZ.
“Borderlands Tropologies:
(Re)Production in Jimmy Santiago
Baca and Tommy Pico”

DAvID SHACKLETON. “Failing
Economies and Tortured
Ecologies: Octavia E. Butler’s
Climate-Changed Worlds”

JORDAN STEIN. “Overreading Little
Women”

WENDY W. WALTERS. “Chester Himes
and Visual Culture: Photographic
Feeling in Yesterday Will Make
You Cry”

ZHAOZHE WANG. “Dancing with the
Trouble: Resisting AI-Powered
LLMs in Writing and Rhetoric
Instruction”

Ovrvia LiNGyr Xu. “I. A. Richards and
the Global Anglophone: A Prequel”

JoHN YARGoO. “Experiencing the
Plantationocene in Aphra Behn’s
Oroonoko”

YASEMIN YILDIZ. “Writing for Transla-
tion: Aras Oren and the Boundaries
of German Literature”

(continued)
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Submission Procedures

MLA style. Manuscripts should follow MLA style as set out in the most recent edition
of the MLA Handbook. The MLA urges its contributors to be sensitive to the social
implications of language and to seek wording free of discriminatory overtones.

Cover sheet. Authors’ names should not appear on manuscripts; instead, a cover
sheet, with the author’s name and address and the title of the article, should
accompany each manuscript.

Permissions. If the contribution includes any materials (e.g., quotations that
exceed fair use, illustrations, charts, other graphics) that have been taken from
another source, the author must obtain written permission to reproduce them in
print and electronic formats.

Please submit manuscripts (as Word files) through PMLA’s ScholarOne site
(mc.manuscriptcentral.com/pmla).

Review Process

Each article submitted and eligible for peer review is sent to at least two
reviewers. Articles recommended by these readers are then sent to the
members of the editorial board, who meet periodically with the editor to make
final decisions. Until a final decision is reached, the author’s name is not made
known to readers, to members of the editorial board, or to the editor. For detailed
information on the review process for submitted essays, please send an inquiry to
pmlasubmissions@mla.org.

Features in PMLA

Criticism in Translation
MLA members are invited to submit to the PMLA Editorial Board proposals for
translations. Articles, as well as chapters or sections of books that can function
as independent units, will be considered. The originals may be in any language.
Two types of proposals are welcome: (1) significant scholarship from earlier periods
that has not lost its forcefulness and whose retrieval in English in PMLA would
be a noteworthy event for a broad body of readers and (2) contemporary work of
sufficient weight and potential influence to merit the attention of the field as a whole.
A member who wishes to make a proposal should first ascertain that no
previous English translation exists. The proposer should then submit the
following materials through PMLA’s ScholarOne site (mc.manuscriptcentral
.com/pmla): (1) a photocopy of the original essay, (2) an extended summary of
the entire essay in English, (3) an introductory statement of approximately 2,500
words, prepared in accordance with MLA style and submitted as a Word file, that
will be published with the essay if the essay is accepted, (4) information on the
copyright status of the original (if the translation is accepted for publication, the
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Forthcoming in PMLA
(continued)

Little-Known Documents

RarpH ELLISON. “Remarks on the

proposer will be responsible for obtaining permission to print it). In addition, a American Novel” Introduction by
1,000-word sample of the translation should be submitted (as a Word file). The Tanya Clement
. . LyNNE ANNE MUNsON. “Memorandum
proposer may either serve as translator of the essay or designate a translator (who to Lynne V. Cheney on the 1991
must also be an MLA member). MLA Annual Convention.” Intro-
The translated essays should normally not exceed PMLA’s 9,000-word limit. duction by Mark Hlavacik
The editorial board will approve or decline the proposals and evaluate the quality | ADELE MARIE SHAw. “Katharine and
of the translations. the Sanatorium.” Introduction by
Yair Solan
HARRIET BEECHER STOWE. “The Sta-
Little-Known Documents tistical Romance: A New Species
of American Literature” Introduc-
MLA members are invited to submit to the PMLA Editorial Board proposals tion by Zachary McLeod Hutchins,
regarding little-known documentary material that merits the attention of a broad Christopher N. Phillips, and Edward
range of readers. Consideration will be given to archival data from any period Whitley

and in any language that do not exceed PMLA’s 9,000-word limit.
A member who wishes to make a proposal should send submit the following Criticism in Translation
material through PMLA’s ScholarOne site (mc.manuscriptcentral.com/pmla): AHMET HAMDI TANPINAR. “Our

(1) a photocopy of the document, (2) an extended summary of the document in Novel” and “Our Novel II” Intro-
duction and translation by Shaj

English, (3) an introductory statement of approximately 2,500 words, prepared in Mathew and Selin Unliiénen

accordance with MLA style and submitted as a Word file, that will be published
with the document if it is accepted, (4) information on the copyright status of
the original (if the document is accepted for publication, the proposer will be
responsible for obtaining permission to print it). In addition, if the document is
not in English, the proposal should include a 1,000-word sample of the translation.
The proposer may either serve as translator of the document or designate a
translator (who must also be an MLA member). The editorial board will approve
or decline the proposals and evaluate the quality of the translations, if applicable.

Special Issue
Mapping Indigenous Literatures
Deadline for submissions: 10 November 2026

Coordinators: Mishuana Goeman (Univ. at Buffalo, State Univ. of New York)
and Cristina Stanciu (Virginia Commonwealth Univ.)

The study of Indigenous literatures has seen exponential growth through
institutional commitments to programs and departments of Indigenous,
First Nations, and Aboriginal studies, majors and minors, as well as scholarly
and pedagogical contributions to the field by a cohort of scholars centering
Indigenous perspectives, histories, and voices. At the same time, much remains
to be done to expand the study of Indigenous literatures across the globe and to
integrate the study of Indigenous literatures and cultures into both the broader
framework of the humanities and the specific framework of Indigenous
humanities.
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This special issue of PMLA proposes to center Indigenous authors and
communities, and it asks how the field of Indigenous humanities criticism has
influenced the broader field of Indigenous studies, and literary studies more
specifically. This issue will serve as a touchstone survey of the state of the field,
outlining future directions and new areas in Indigenous literary criticism.
Questions it might address include but are not limited to the following: What
are the most pressing questions in the field of Indigenous literature? How do
Indigenous literatures engage with other literary theoretical interventions
such as postcolonial or poststructuralist arguments? What is the current state
of the field and how might scholars and teachers imagine new approaches to
Indigenous humanities by reflecting on how it has developed over time? What is
the relationship between critical ethnic studies and Indigenous literatures? In an
expanded literary canon, how do Indigenous texts, objects, and artifacts teach the
next generation of students about tribal sovereignty, representation, resilience,
and reciprocity? As data sovereignty and rhetorical sovereignty continue to
guide the study of Indigenous literature cultures, how can teachers formulate
responsible pedagogies attending to tribal specificity and knowledge as we
expand our students’ understandings of Indigenous polities? How do Indigenous
humanities and trans-Indigenous networks operationalize new fields of inquiry?

A mapping of Indigenous literatures acknowledges that settlement is not done,
but rather, as Bayley J. Marquez defines it in Plantation Pedagogy, is “a process
of dispossession, genocide and the replacement of peoples and transformations
of land that exists across geographic locations and governmental configurations
... a process in addition to a structure” This special issue welcomes essays
that address the literature of Indigenous authors and communities globally,
focusing on any literary period or genre, in both Indigenous and colonial
languages, including the dynamics of translation, with the prerequisite that
they center Indigenous humanities. The issue seeks essays from a wide range of
vantage points and methodologies that articulate understandings of Indigenous
literatures that are accessible and of interest to the broad PMLA readership.
Submissions are welcome from a variety of fields and disciplinary foci, from
environmental humanities, geography, digital humanities, disability studies,
Indigenous feminisms, gender and sexuality studies, speculative fiction, horror,
political literatures, and others. This list is suggestive rather than prescriptive.

Special Features

Each fall, the PMLA Editorial Board welcomes proposals for clusters of essays
on a topic of wide interest, to appear in the following special features: Theories
and Methodologies, which addresses a timely issue or recent work of scholarship,
and The Changing Profession, which takes up new and emerging fields in the
humanities. Please visit the MLA website for more details about proposing
special features for the journal (www.mla.org/PMLA-Submissions).
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