AFTER DERRIDA

This collection of essays explores the main concepts and methods of
reading launched by French philosopher Jacques Derrida, who died
in 2004. Derrida exerted a huge influence on literary critics in the
1980s, but later there was a backlash against his theories. Today, one
witnesses a general return to his way of reading literature, the rationale
of which is detailed and explained in the essays. The authors, both
well-known and younger specialists, give many precise examples of
how Derrida, who always remained at the cusp between literature and
philosophy, posed fundamental questions and thus changed the field
of literary criticism, especially with regard to poetry. The contributors
also highlight the way Derrida made spectacular interventions in
feminism, psychoanalytic studies, animal studies, digital humanities
and postcolonial studies.
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AFTER SERIES

This series focuses on the legacy of several iconic figures, and key themes, in the
origins and development of literary theory. Each book in the series attempts to
isolate the influence, legacy and the impact of thinkers. Each figure addressed not
only bequeathed specific concepts and doctrines to literary study, but they effec-
tively opened up new critical landscapes for research. It is this legacy that this series
tries to capture, with every book being designed specifically for use in literature
departments. Throughout each book the concept of ‘After’ is used in 3 ways: After
in the sense of trying to define what is quintessential about each figure: “What has
each figure introduced into the world of literary studies, criticism and interpreta-
tion?” After in a purely chronological sense: “What comes after each figure?’, “What
has his/her influence and legacy been?” and ‘How have they changed the landscape
of literary studies?” Lastly, After in a practical sense: ‘How have their respective
critical legacies impacted on an understanding of literary texts?” Each book is a
collaborative volume with an international cast of critics and their level is suited for
recommended reading on courses.
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