
In his conclusion, Sampson speculates on the extraordinary success of linguistic nativ-
ism despite the paucity of evidence to support it+ He suggests that nativism is the more
inherently attractive position, whereas the alternative view leaves “far less for research-
ers to study” ~p+ 192!+ For language acquisition researchers, this is not necessarily the
case+ Once innate constraints are set aside, we are left with the enormous task of explain-
ing how languages, in all of their complexity and diversity, are actually learned+
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COLLOCATIONS IN A LEARNER CORPUS. Nadia Nesselhauf+ Amsterdam: Ben-
jamins, 2004+ Pp+ xii � 331+ $126+00 cloth+

Based on the author’s dissertation, this volume provides a close look at the verb-noun
collocations used by native German speakers writing argumentative or descriptive essays
in English+ A subset of 318 essays from the international corpus of learner English ~ICLE!
provides the 154,191-word corpus used in this study+

After an overview of previous collocation studies, chapter 1 clearly spells out the
scope and goals of the study+ By focusing on a specific type of collocation ~i+e+, verb-
noun! used by writers from the same first language ~L1; in this case, German!, Nessel-
hauf is able to identify which collocations present challenges and to uncover patterns
of errors in the types of collocation used by German learners writing in English+ After
an introduction to collocations, chapter 2 provides a thorough description of the meth-
ods used in this study+ It would be easy for a researcher to duplicate this study or,
more importantly, to carry out a similar study using another L1 group from the ICLE+
The next three chapters focus on various aspects of the analyses of collocations found
in the corpus+

The third chapter can be seen as the heart of the volume, with almost 100 pages
devoted to a discussion of the use of collocations in this learner corpus+ The chapter
begins by categorizing collocations into three types—acceptable, questionable, and not
acceptable—with the goal of identifying patterns that are particularly problematic for
advanced second language ~L2! German writers+ These patterns are then further exam-
ined to tease apart the areas of difficulty+ Deviations inside collocations ~e+g+, adjec-
tives! versus incorrect collocations are explored+
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After identifying the patterns of problematic collocations in chapter 3, chapter 4
tackles the question of the source of the building material for these nonnativelike col-
locations+ The investigation includes looking at how the target language material is used
and the influence of the L1 on nonnativelike constructions+ The discussion and exten-
sive use of examples in this chapter provide fuel for future investigations+ Nesselhauf
points out that this information might shed light on some of the mental processes used
by language learners in forming collocations+ These types of corpus investigations should
be a promising direction for future L2 research+

Chapter 5 builds on the information presented in the previous two chapters and
uses this information as a basis for identifying linguistic factors that relate to difficulty
in collocation construction+ The one-to-one match of words between the L1 and the
English collocation proves to be the strongest factor for the correct production of a
collocation+ This chapter also explores extralinguistic factors, such as the use of dictio-
naries and production circumstances ~e+g+, timed essay production!, that might impact
the formation of collocations+

After summarizing the analyses described in the previous three chapters, the final
chapter explores the pedagogical implications of the results of this study+ It seems that
exposure and classroom teaching had little to no effect on the correct production of
collocations+ Nesselhauf uses this information to advocate for the overt teaching of col-
locations, pointing out that collocations might pass below the radar of many learners,
so that the learners might not be aware that these expressions are relatively fixed+ Pre-
vious research also seems to support that the overt instruction of collocations can have
a positive impact on the correct production of collocations+ Based on the information
in the present study, Nesselhauf is able to make some direct suggestions as to which
collocations should be taught, particularly for advanced learners of English+ This type
of close examination of particular groups of learners producing particular structures is
exactly what is needed to help ground pedagogical decisions+

Overall, this volume will be of interest to a wide range of readers, from those inter-
ested in the methodological aspects of a research study to L2 writing instructors+ In
addition to providing in-depth information about the use ~and misuse! of collocations
by L2 writers, this volume also serves as a useful resource for L2 researchers+
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AUCH AND NOCH IN CHILD AND ADULT GERMAN. Ulrike Nederstigt+ Berlin:
Mouton de Gruyter, 2003+ Pp+ xiii � 406+ $106+00 cloth+

Nederstigt’s volume offers a detailed and comprehensive treatment of the usage and
acquisition of two German focus particles, auch ~roughly “also”! and noch ~roughly “still”!+
In view of the ubiquity of auch and noch in adult language and their early emergence in
first language ~L1! development, Nederstigt’s work is a substantial addition to the as-yet
small body of existing research+ This study is an impressively thorough and rigorous
analysis of auch and noch in both adult and child speech that emphasizes the impor-
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