
editorial comment 

T
he ECPR i s  p lay ing  an i m por­

tant role  i n  ' E u ropean is i ng '  the 

profession ,  and th is  i s  a d ifficu l t  

task, al be it  one that i s  carried out  with 

enthusiasm and ded ication by those 

i nvolved - witness the d i scuss ion by 

Fabio Armao et al. in th i s  issue on 

organ is ing the 2002 Jo int Sess ions i n  

Turi n .  Pan-European research proj ­

ects, stand ing  grou ps, workshops and 

pub l ish ing have become the norm -

and at that l evel one can say that the 

profession has tru ly  E u ropean i sed: But 

the dead wei g ht of a profession  trad i ­

tional ly d iv ided b y  nation i s  a heavy 

one, and one is frequently aston ished 

at how border-bound and paroch ia l  

the un ivers ity system rema ins .  

We are a l l  aware, especia l ly  those 

of us who try to cross those borders or 

who work in supranat iona l  i n stitutions  

such as  the EUI  i n  F lorence ,  what the 

consequences of  that paroch ial i sm can 

be, especial l y  when it  comes to fi nd ing  

jobs i n  a cou ntry that i s  not  one's own ,  

o r  i n  return i ng  t o  a system once one 

has left i t  (there rema ins  very l ittl e  

mobi l ity i n  t h e  p rofession i n  Europe,  

except for i nward m i g ration  to the 

Dutch and Brit ish labo u r  markets ) . 

But it is sti l l  su rpr is ing to l earn , as 

we do from the U m bach and Sch o l l  

article on  'A Core Cu rricu l u m  i n  E U  

Stud ies', of t h e  shortag e  of u pdated 

texts on EU po l it ics in languages other  

than Eng l i sh ; o r  that many po l i t ica l  

science (as  o pposed to  law) depa rt­

ments in a n u m ber of cou ntries tend  

not to  teach the subject (th o u g h  th i s  

i s  chang i n g ) . Th i s  i s  reflected i n  the 

fact that we freq uently search in  vai n  

for E u ro pean experts from certa i n  

cou ntries a b l e  a n d  w i l l i n g  t o  part ic i ­

pate in  pan - E u ropean research p roj­

ects o n  EU po l it iCS,  as o pposed to 

comparative po l i t ics,  where they are 

stro n g e r  (aga i n ,  t h i s  i s  chang i n g  

amongst a you n g e r  generatio n  of 

scholars) . U n l i ke in law, it has often 

been s i m p ler  - and the E u ropean pro­

fession  shou ld  be ashamed of th i s  - to 

i mport h i g h  q ua l ity expert ise from the 

U n ited States (where many of u s  a lso 

flock - th i s  year, rather  odd ly, except 

perhaps for Do l l y  Parton fans ,  to 

Nashv i l l e  - to engage in d iscuss ion 

and debate o n  E u rope i n  the frame­

work of the E u ropean U n io n  Stu d ies  

Association 's b i enn ia l  conference) . 

We have a who le  sym p os i u m  i n  

th is  i ssue about g l oba l i sation ; the 

authors asse m bled by John Cal laghan 

set out to te l l  u s  how we can better 

understand th i s  com plex phenomenon 

and how they th i n k  it shou ld  be stud ­

ied . B u t  i n  E U  stud ies i t  seems a s  i f  

the  E u ro pean p rofeSSion  more eas i l y  

'g loba l i ses' by  g o i n g  off-shore ,  than i t  

' E u ropean ises' at  home.  

One step i n  the rig ht d i rect ion  

m ust be the deve lopment of a core 

curricu l u m  and the creat ion n ot j ust of 

a professional  esprit de corps i n  th i s  

cri t ica l  area of study across E u rope,  

but  a l so  of a n  e d u cated , w e l l ­

i nformed , p u b l i c .  Pol it i ca l  sci e nt ists 

who worry about a Euro pean 'demos '  

shou ld  not be su rprised by i ts  absence 

i f  even s i g n i fi cant  parts of  t h e  

European academy are i n capab le  o f  
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embracin g ,  study ing  and com m u n i ­

cat ing  t h e  rea l i ty of an  E U  sphere o f  

po l it ics . U m bach a n d  Sch o l l  a n d  thei r  

col l eagues make a val uab le  contri b u ­

tio n  i n  suggesti n g  h o w  th i s  cou l d  a n d  

s h o u l d  be d o n e  b y  start in g  with a 

core curricu l u m  i n  E U  stud ies ( i f  the 

subject i s  taught  so poor ly in  u n iver­

sit ies, one can on ly  wonder at how it 

is approached in the school sys­

tems) . Co l l eagues read i n g  th i s  issue 

m i g ht n ote the gap in  the market i n  

the i r cou n tr ies for an  EU po l i t ics text­

book and g et to work; i f  they are 

q u ick  they cou l d  make a k i l l i n g .  

The N ice refere n d u m  i n  I re land 

p rovides an  exce l l ent  examp le  of the 

need for the creat ion  of an  educated 

pub l i c  that is fu l l y  aware of what 

E u ropean i satio n  is and means .  John  

O'Brennan ,  i n  h i s  analysis of the 

event,  arg ues that one  of the rea­

sons for the fai l u re of the fi rst refer­

e n d u m  and the success of the secon d  

was t h e  p o o r  level  of understand i n g  

a m o n g  I ri s h  voters as to w hat 

e n largement meant,  both for them­

se lves and for the new access ion 

cou ntries .  The bombard ment of the 

popu latio n  with i n fo rmat ion via the 

med ia and pro - E u ropean o rgan isa­

t ions d u ri n g  the second cam pa ign  had 

the des i red effect . One wonders ,  how­

ever, what a s i m i lar  survey to that 

conducted before the I ri sh  po l l  - i n d i ­

cat ing  that on ly  e i g h t  p e r  cent u nder­

stood the N i ce Treaty - wou ld  have 

revealed e l sewhere ,  whether  among 

the genera l  popu lat ion ... o r  in  certa i n  

u n ivers ity po l it ics depa rtments .  

Jim Newell and Martin Rhodes 

' . . .  the European profession 

more easily 'globalises' by 

going off-shore, than it 

'Europeanises' at home. ' 
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