
A. Leroy Bennett

A. Leroy Bennett, age 90, professor
emeritus of political science and interna-
tional relations at the University of
Delaware, died from complications of
pneumonia November 9, 2004. Lee
taught at the University of Delaware
from 1962 until his retirement in 1991
and continued his research and publica-
tion activity to the very end of his life,
publishing the seventh edition of his
widely used International Organizations:
Principles and Issues in 2002.

Lee was born in Golden, Illinois,
July 4, 1914. He earned his bachelor’s
degree at Western Illinois State Uni-
versity and his master’s and doctoral
degrees from the University of Illinois.
He was in the United States Navy dur-
ing World War II serving on the staff
of the Officers’ Training School and
Midshipmen’s School at Ft. Schuyler,
New York. After the war, he began his
academic career at Michigan State
University where he was an assistant
professor from 1946–1948. In
1951–1952 he was the recipient of a
Ford Foundation Fellowship and spent
the academic year as an observer at
the United Nations. He served as pro-
fessor and department head at Drake
University from 1954–1962. 

Lee came to the University of
Delaware in 1962 as chairperson of the
political science department and served
in that capacity until the late 1960s.
Serving as chair during the difficult
early Vietnam years, Lee successfully
laid the foundation for the rapid growth
and transformation of the department in
the 1970s and 1980s. During these latter
years, Lee served as coordinator of the
University’s interdepartmental interna-
tional relations program. 

Throughout his years at the University,
Lee stood as the epitome of the senior
teaching scholar whose calm patience
and forbearance, gentle humanity, and
commitment to the classroom drew both
students and his younger colleagues to
him for mentoring. His class and seminar
rooms were not marked by the flash of a
“hot” professor, but his undergraduate
and graduate offerings in international or-
ganization, U.S. foreign policy, and
world politics never lacked for students,
for his pedagogy was marked by a fair-
ness and seriousness of discourse that
was understood as true excellence-in-
teaching and for which he was formally
recognized by the University.

United Nations in 1995, but throughout
his last years, work on the successive
editions of International Organizations
remained the centerpiece of a sustained
and rich intellectual and professional
life from which he never really retired.

Until the very end of his life, Lee
was a supportive presence in the life of
the department, regularly attending fac-
ulty seminars, public presentations, and
other departmental functions, especially
the springtime naming of the “Bennett
Scholars,” the department’s outstanding
international relations majors. He re-
mained to the very end that colleague
whom one sought to emulate: a wise
and good man, a gentle man. We shall
miss him.

James K. Oliver
University of Delaware

Valerie A. Earle
Valerie A. Earle, professor emeritus at

Georgetown University, died at the age
of 85 on August 20, 2004. Her death
came unexpectedly because of heart
problems.

Valerie was a bona fide native Texan.
Born in Houston, she grew up in Eagle
Pass, and earned her B.A. (1940), M.A.
(1944), and Ph.D. (1950) degrees from
the University of Texas at Austin. Her
early teaching included assistant profes-
sorships at San Francisco State College
(1949–1950) and the University of
Alabama (1950–1953). In 1955 she
began a life-long career at Georgetown
University. The first woman member of
the liberal arts faculty at Georgetown
College, she quickly established herself
as an outstanding teacher. Although she
retired from full-time teaching in 1986,
she continued part-time teaching in the
Liberal Studies Program of her beloved
university, despite the handicap of con-
finement to a wheelchair, until the end
of the 2003–2004 academic year. In
fact, she was busily planning her course
for the fall semester of 2004 when she
suddenly fell fatally ill.

Valerie’s initial teaching and research
interests were in the field of public
administration. It was in this field that
she taught at San Francisco State
College and the University of Alabama.
She, individually, and then in collabora-
tion with her husband, Chester B. Earle,
published a number of studies in the
Inter-University Case Program as well

PSOnline www.apsanet.org 325

IN MEMORIAM

These same qualities led the commu-
nity outside the University of Delaware
to also seek his advice and leadership.
Here Lee responded by assuming a
position on the Board of the Delaware
Division of the United Nations Associa-
tion. He also served as one of the
founding members of the World Affairs
Council in Wilmington, Delaware,
where he served on the Board of 
Directors throughout his years at the
University and afterward. Under his
leadership and direction, the Council
and the department co-sponsored an an-
nual lecture series at the University that
brought major academic figures and 
policy makers to campus. The series
continues and remains the major forum
for the discussion of world affairs in the
state. Indeed, the series constitutes a
monument to Lee and his conviction
that democracy and democratic citizen-
ship in our time must be predicated on
a sustained conversation between 
scholars, officials in government,
international and nongovernmental 
organizations, and the people.

Within the profession, Lee was an
active member of the American Political
Science and International Studies Asso-
ciations and seldom missed an annual
convention of either. Younger colleagues
could count on his guidance as they
prepared for and his supportive presence
in the audience of their panel presenta-
tions. He was especially committed to
the development of ISA and was
extremely active in the early years of
the Northeast regional group within
ISA. Fittingly, one of the Northeast
Associations’ graduate prizes is named
for Lee.

Throughout most of his career at the
University of Delaware and before,
teaching as well departmental, university,
and public service were the hallmarks of
his professional life. There were articles
and book reviews as well, but as Lee
approached the end of his career, it be-
came clear that this gentle man always
so generous with his time and wisdom
had long been crafting a text that would
assume a position of influence and im-
portance in the lives of students in the
United States and elsewhere for the past
15 or more years. In 1988, less than
three years before his retirement, Lee
brought out the first of what would be-
come, by 2002, seven editions of Inter-
national Organizations: Principles and
Issues. Four years after retiring, he pub-
lished his Historical Dictionary of the
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as for the Bureau of Public Administra-
tion of the University of Alabama in the
1950s. In 1965–1966, she served as
managing editor of Public Administration
Review.

Upon her arrival at Georgetown 
University, her teaching interests began
to shift to the field of American consti-
tutional law. An early indication was
her editorship and contribution to 
Federalism: Infinite Variety in Form and
Practice in 1968. By the 1970s, Valerie
had established her courses on American
constitutional law as core elements of
the undergraduate and graduate curricu-
lum for students majoring in American
government. After retirement, she did
not lose her interest in constitutional
law, but concentrated her part-time
teaching on particular aspects of the
subject, with courses titled Equality
under the Law: The American Political
Tradition and Rights and; Rights and
the Law: The Role of Courts in 
Defining Individual Rights.

Compulsively energetic, Valerie was
active in any number of causes: the
affairs of the department of government,
the University, and development of
political science as a discipline. With
respect to her department, she cam-
paigned vigorously and successfully that
the department join Pi Sigma Alpha, the
national political science honorary 
society originally established at her alma
mater. In her unassuming, nevertheless
persistent, way she advocated that the de-
partmental faculty have a greater say in
important decisions affecting them.
Thanks to her initiative and effective mo-
bilization, the department became the first
major University department to introduce
faculty input into the determination of 
annual faculty increases and the choice of
incoming faculty. Elected chairperson in
1972 because of her efforts, she became
the first woman to head a major 
department of the University.

In 1960–1961, Valerie served as pres-
ident of the University chapter of the
American Association of University Pro-
fessors. Early on, she also joined the
cause of establishing a chapter of Phi
Beta Kappa. Whatever the obstacles at
the time, her efforts along with those of

other faculty members paid off. Delta
chapter of the District of Columbia was
formed in 1965. Consistent with her
role in the department, Valerie insisted
that the University faculty have a more
effective voice in the University’s deci-
sion making. In 1964, she was elected
president of an assembly chosen from
all units of the University for the pur-
pose of drawing up a constitution for a
faculty senate. Writing large parts of the
constitutional draft herself, it was for-
mally approved by the assembly and
then the University board of directors in
1965. Not surprisingly, Valerie Earle
was the first president of the newly con-
stituted faculty senate during
1967–1969. In 1981, she was reelected
for a second term. As successive univer-
sity presidents were to discover, Valerie
was a staunch defender of meaningful
faculty participation in University
decisions.

Apart from her involvement in de-
partment and University affairs, Valerie
remained continuously active in the de-
velopment of her discipline in the wider
community. In December, 1961, she was
elected vice president of the D.C. Politi-
cal Science Association. In 1971, she
served on the APSA Education Commit-
tee. In 1972–1974 she was a member of
the APSA Council and in that capacity
served as a member of the Administra-
tive Committee in 1973. In 1974–1975,
she was a member of the APSA Trust
and Development Committee. Moreover,
in the mid-1970s, she began and then
continued to serve until her death as
consulting editor of World Affairs and
associate editor of Perspectives on 
Political Science.

Valerie’s legacy will undoubtedly be
twofold. In first instance, she helped
bring about institutional developments
for the faculty of Georgetown University
at a time when this rather small, essen-
tially teaching institution was in the
process of becoming a major university.
More and more faculty members were
lay people, not religious. Their increasing
numbers helped bring on a sense of cor-
porate identity as faculty with claims to
recognition and participation. Valerie
understood this process of change and

was able to take the lead in articulating
and shaping the growing awareness
among the faculty that they should no
longer be merely at the receiving end of
University administrative decisions. Aca-
demic departments and their schools un-
derwent restructuring and the faculty
senate emerged at the all-University
level. That the University recognized and
appreciated the role Valerie played dur-
ing her more than 30 years of service
was highlighted when she was awarded
a Doctor of Humane Letters, honoris
causa, at the Faculty Convocation of
November 15, 1986.

Valerie’s other lasting legacy is to be
found in the impact she had on count-
less undergraduate and graduate students.
Her role model as a teacher had been
Professor Emmett Redford at her alma
mater. His high standards and expecta-
tion of academic excellence became Va-
lerie’s benchmarks. This did not mean,
however, that students dealt with a disci-
plinarian. Although very much the digni-
fied lady, Valerie had a warm, sympa-
thetic personality that shared confidences
and gave assurance of willingness to
help out. Moreover, Valerie kept in
touch with her students after they left
Georgetown. Nothing pleased her more
than to receive news about their careers
and families. An even better treat was a
personal visit from a former student to
her home with the chance for an ex-
tended conversation. A tribute to her im-
pact as a teacher was provided by a for-
mer student who established the Peter
G. Kelly John Carroll Scholarship “in
honor of Valerie Earle” to be awarded
preferably to students “who have indi-
cated an interest in Political Science as
a major field of study.”

In a very real sense, Valerie was and
will remain Miss Georgetown, the con-
science of the University and its com-
mitment to academic excellence. It is
most fitting that in her will an impor-
tant portion of her estate was set aside
for the establishment of the Valerie and
Chester Earle Lectureship in the depart-
ment of government.

Karl H. Cerny
Georgetown University
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