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t e x t  o r  n o t e s  i f  s u c h  r e f e r e n c e s  w o u l d  i d e n t i f y  t h e m ; a n y  n e c e s s a r y  r e f e r e n c e s  

t o  t h e  a u t h o r ’s  p r e v i o u s  w o r k , f o r  e x a m p l e , s h o u l d  b e  i n  t h e  t h i r d  p e r s o n . 

I f  t h e  c o n t r i b u t i o n  i n c l u d e s  a n y  m a t e r i a l s  ( e . g ., q u o t a t i o n s  t h a t  e x c e e d  f a i r  

u s e , i l l u s t r a t i o n s , c h a r t s , o t h e r  g r a p h i c s )  t h a t  h a v e  b e e n  t a k e n  f r o m  a n o t h e r  

s o u r c e , t h e  a u t h o r  m u s t  o b t a i n  w r i t t e n  p e r m i s s i o n  t o  r e p r o d u c e  t h e m  i n  

p r i n t  a n d  e l e c t r o n i c  f o r m a t s .

Features in PMLA
Ma n u s c r i p t s  a n d  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  f e a t u r e s  d e s c r i b e d  b e  l o w  

s h o u l d  b e  s e n t  t o  t h e  Ma n a g i n g  E d i t o r , PMLA, Mo d e r n  Language As so ci a tion, 

26 Broadway, 3rd floor, New York, NY 10004-1789 (pmlasubmissions@mla.org).

Special Topic
Articles on the general topic are invited; the subtopics listed are provided by 

way of example and suggestion only. Submissions to PMLA must meet the 

requirements given in the statement of editorial policy.

Cultures of Reading

Deadline for submissions: 7 November 2016

Coordinators: Evelyne Ender (Hunter Coll., City Univ. of New York) and Dei-

dre Lynch (Harvard Univ.)

What diverse practices, desires, and norms are concealed by the too famil-

iar gerund in this title? What culturally speciic and historically contingent 

institutions and techniques shape individuals’ encounters with their read-

ing matter? Do those encounters serve ends beyond the decoding of mean-

ings or the closing of a hermeneutic circle? Questions like these energize an 

emergent ield of inquiry that involves, among others, literary critics, book 

historians, anthropologists, and scholars of religion.

he discipline of literary studies has a long-standing commitment to ide-

als of close and critical reading. As the scope of our discipline has broadened, 

however, so has our conception of what reading entails, inviting a new atten-

tiveness to practices involving sociable groups as well as solitary individu-

als and to skimming and skipping as well as word-by-word analyses. hese 

developments raise in turn historical or comparative questions. Consider, 

for example, the diferent assumptions about the relationship between verbal 

structures and mental states that inform the reading of scriptures, a novel, 

postings on Facebook, and an article in PMLA. A new readiness to explore 

the physical, temporal, and spatial modalities of reading has led scholars to 

scrutinize the material conditions of this activity at a time when our reading 

matter appears on a screen as oten as it does in a codex. Our understanding 

of reading has been altered as well by the fact that many researchers in the 

humanities now delegate to their computers the task of culling information 
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