WALTER PATER AND THE BEGINNINGS
OF ENGLISH STUDIES

Walter Pater’s significance for the institutionalisation of English
studies at British universities in the nineteenth century is often
overlooked. Addressing the importance of his volume Appreciations
(1889) in placing English literature in both a national and an inter-
national context, this book demonstrates the indebtedness of the
English essay to the French tradition and brings together the classic,
the Romantic, the English, and the European. With essays on drama,
prose, and poetry, from Shakespeare and Browne to Lamb,
Coleridge, Wordsworth, and Pater’s contemporaries Rossetti and
Morris, Appreciations exemplifies ideals of aesthetic criticism formu-
lated in Pater’s first book, Studies in the History of the Renaissance
(1873). Subjectivity pervades Pater’s essays on the English authors,
while bringing out their exceptional qualities in a manner reaching
far into twentieth-century criticism. This title is part of the Flip it
Open Programme and may also be available Open Access. Check our
website Cambridge Core for details.
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LENE @STERMARK-JOHANSEN is Professor of English at the
University of Copenhagen. She is the author of Walter Pater and
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Nineteenth-century literature and culture have proved a rich field for interdisci-
plinary studies. Since 1994, books in this series have tracked the intersections and
tensions between Victorian literature and the visual arts, politics, gender and
sexuality, race, social organisation, economic life, technical innovations, scientific
thought — in short, culture in its broadest sense. Many of our books are now
classics in a field which since the series’ inception has seen powerful engagements
with Marxism, feminism, visual studies, post-colonialism, critical race studies,
new historicism, new formalism, transnationalism, queer studies, human rights
and liberalism, disability studies and global studies. Theoretical challenges and
historiographical shifts continue to unsettle scholarship on the nineteenth century
in productive ways. New work on the body and the senses, the environment and
climate, race and the decolonisation of literary studies, biopolitics and materiality,
the animal and the human, the local and the global, politics and form, queerness
and gender identities, and intersectional theory is re-animating the field. This
series aims to accommodate and promote the most interesting work being
undertaken on the frontiers of nineteenth-century literary studies, connecting
the field with the urgent critical questions that are being asked today. We seek to
publish work from a diverse range of authors, and stand for anti-racism, anti-
colonialism and against discrimination in all forms.

A complete list of titles published will be found at the end of the book.
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