
The Environmental Knowledge Commons

Our natural environment constitutes a complex and dynamic global ecosystem that pro-
vides essential resources for well-being and survival. Yet the environment is also subject 
to unprecedented threats from human activities, such as climate change, pollution, hab-
itat loss, biodiversity decline, and the overexploitation of natural resources. This volume 
argues that such complex, multidimensional challenges demand equally complex, mul-
tidimensional solutions and calls for coordinated multistakeholder action at all scales, 
including governments, civil society, the private sector, and individuals. To meet the 
moment effectively, such interventions require both scientific knowledge about how the 
environment functions and social and institutional knowledge about the actors involved 
in environmental governance and management. Chapters include case studies of envi-
ronmental knowledge collection, management, and sharing to explore how data and 
knowledge sharing can inform effective multistakeholder action to combat global threats 
to our environment. This title is also available as Open Access on Cambridge Core.
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CAMBRIDGE STUDIES ON GOVERNING KNOWLEDGE COMMONS

The mission of the series is to provide an authoritative space for high quality schol-
arship on the governance of knowledge commons. Following the path pioneered 
by Elinor Ostrom, recipient of the Nobel Prize in Economics for her work on insti-
tutional analysis of commons regimes in the natural environment, and the editors’ 
work in Governing Knowledge Commons, this series uses a similar framework to 
systematically study knowledge commons in various sectors. Readers seeking more 
information on knowledge commons and this series can visit http://knowledge-
commons.net, a repository for scholarship produced by an international, interdisci-
plinary group of knowledge commons researchers.
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