BRITAIN IN 1859

The year 1859 produced major works by writers including George
Eliot, Charles Darwin, and Charles Dickens. They represent some of
the greatest literary, political, social, and scientific achievements of
the Victorian period, and have come to embody a substantial part of
what we mean by the term “Victorian’. In Britain in 1859: Custom,
History, Modernity, these enduring texts are read alongside key events
of the year; other significant publications from authors such as
Collins, Smiles, Mill, Tennyson, and Beeton; and newspapers and
periodicals. Gail Marshall reveals a year which was innovatory but
also deeply conflicted about how to accommodate and acknowledge
change within contemporary thought and practice. Custom, as the
year’s predominant and most readily available historical form,

enabled the Victorians of 1859 to negotiate with the past as they
faced the future.

GAIL MARSHALL is Professor of Victorian Literature and Culture and
an Associate Pro-Vice Chancellor for Research and Innovation at the
University of Reading. She has previously worked at the Universities
of Leeds, Leicester, and Oxford Brookes. She was recently Chair of
University English. Britain in 1859: Custom, History, Modernity is her
third monograph with Cambridge University Press.
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Nineteenth-century literature and culture have proved a rich field for interdiscip-
linary studies. Since 1994, books in this series have tracked the intersections and
tensions between Victorian literature and the visual arts, politics, gender and
sexuality, race, social organisation, economic life, technical innovations, scientific
thought — in short, culture in its broadest sense. Many of our books are now
classics in a field which since the series’ inception has seen powerful engagements
with Marxism, feminism, visual studies, post-colonialism, critical race studies,
new historicism, new formalism, transnationalism, queer studies, human rights
and liberalism, disability studies and global studies. Theoretical challenges and
historiographical shifts continue to unsettle scholarship on the nineteenth century
in productive ways. New work on the body and the senses, the environment and
climate, race and the decolonisation of literary studies, biopolitics and materiality,
the animal and the human, the local and the global, politics and form, queerness
and gender identities, and intersectional theory is re-animating the field. This
series aims to accommodate and promote the most interesting work being
undertaken on the frontiers of nineteenth-century literary studies, connecting
the field with the urgent critical questions that are being asked today. We seck to
publish work from a diverse range of authors, and stand for anti-racism, anti-
colonialism and against discrimination in all forms.

A complete list of titles published will be found at the end of the book.

Downloaded from https://www.cambridge.org/core. UNIVERSIDAD AUTONOMA METROPOLITANA, on 16 Nov 2026 at 12:13:33, subject to the
Cambridge Core terms of use, available at https://www.cambridge.org/core/terms. https://doi.org/10.1017/9781009739030


https://www.cambridge.org/core/terms
https://doi.org/10.1017/9781009739030
https://www.cambridge.org/core

BRITAIN IN 1859
Custom, History, Modernity

GAIL MARSHALL
University of Reading

CAMBRIDGE

UNIVERSITY PRESS

Downloaded from https://www.cambridge.org/core. UNIVERSIDAD AUTONOMA METROPOLITANA, on 16 Nov 2026 at 12:13:33, subject to the
Cambridge Core terms of use, available at https://www.cambridge.org/core/terms. https://doi.org/10.1017/9781009739030


https://www.cambridge.org/core/terms
https://doi.org/10.1017/9781009739030
https://www.cambridge.org/core

- CAMBRIDGE

UNIVERSITY PRESS

Shaftesbury Road, Cambridge cB2 8&a, United Kingdom
One Liberty Plaza, 20th Floor, New York, Ny 10006, USA
477 Williamstown Road, Port Melbourne, vic 3207, Australia

314-321, 3rd Floor, Plot 3, Splendor Forum, Jasola District Centre, New Delhi — 110025, India

Cambridge University Press is part of Cambridge University Press & Assessment,
a department of the University of Cambridge.

We share the University’s mission to contribute to society through the pursuit of
education, learning and research at the highest international levels of excellence.

www.cambridge.org
Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9781009739054

DOI: 10.1017/9781009739030
© Gail Marshall 2026

This publication is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception and to the provisions
of relevant collective licensing agreements, with the exception of the Creative Commons version
the link for which is provided below, no reproduction of any part may take
place without the written permission of Cambridge University Press & Assessment.

An online version of this work is published at doi.org/10.1017/9781009739030 under a Creative
Commons Open Access license CC-BY-NC-ND 4.0 which permits re-use, distribution and
reproduction in any medium for non-commercial purposes providing appropriate credit to the original
work is given. You may not distribute derivative works without permission. To view a copy of this
license, visit https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0

When citing this work, please include a reference to the DOI 10.1017/9781009739030
First published 2026

Cover image: F. Lloyds, ‘Drawing of scenery in theatrical production of Henry V, The Shower of
Gold’, London, England, 1859, © Victoria and Albert Museum, London

A catalogue record for this publication is available from the British Library

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data
NAMES: Marshall, Gail, 1965- author
TITLE: Britain in 1859 : custom, history, modernity / Gail Marshall.

DESCRIPTION: Cambridge ; New York, Ny : Cambridge University Press, 2026. | series: Cambridge
studies in nineteenth-century literature and culture | Includes bibliographical references and index.
IDENTIFIERS: LCCN 2026011906 (print) | LCCN 2026011907 (ebook) | 1sBN 9781009739054
hardback | 1sBN 9781009739016 paperback | 1sBN 9781009739030 epub
SUBJECTS: LcsH: English literature~19th century—History and criticism | Literature and society—Great
Britain—History—19th century | Great Britain-History—Victoria, 1837-1901 | Eighteen fifty-nine, A.D.
| LcgFT: Literary criticism
CLASSIFICATION: LCC PR46I .M333 2026(print) | LcC PR461(ebook) | DDC
820.9/008—dc23/eng/20260414
LC record available at https://lccn.loc.gov/2026011906
LC ebook record available at https://lcen.loc.gov/2026011907

ISBN 978-1-009-73905-4 Hardback
ISBN 978-1-009-73901-6 Paperback

Cambridge University Press & Assessment has no responsibility for the persistence
or accuracy of URLs for external or third-party internet websites referred to in this
publication and does not guarantee that any content on such websites is, or will
remain, accurate or appropriate.

For EU product safety concerns, contact us at Calle de José Abascal, 56, 1°,
28003 Madrid, Spain, or email eugpsr@cambridge.org

Downloaded from https://www.cambridge.org/core. UNIVERSIDAD AUTONOMA METROPOLITANA, on 16 Nov 2026 at 12:13:33, subject to the
Cambridge Core terms of use, available at https://www.cambridge.org/core/terms. https://doi.org/10.1017/9781009739030


http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org/9781009739054
http://www.cambridge.org/9781009739054
http://www.cambridge.org/9781009739054
http://dx.doi.org/10.1017/9781009739030
http://dx.doi.org/10.1017/9781009739030
https://doi.org/10.1017/9781009739030
https://doi.org/10.1017/9781009739030
https://doi.org/10.1017/9781009739030
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0
http://dx.doi.org/10.1017/9781009739030
http://dx.doi.org/10.1017/9781009739030
https://lccn.loc.gov/2026011906
https://lccn.loc.gov/2026011906
https://lccn.loc.gov/2026011906
https://lccn.loc.gov/2026011907
https://lccn.loc.gov/2026011907
https://lccn.loc.gov/2026011907
mailto:eugpsr@cambridge.org
https://www.cambridge.org/core/terms
https://doi.org/10.1017/9781009739030
https://www.cambridge.org/core

