
BRITAIN IN 

The year  produced major works by writers including George
Eliot, Charles Darwin, and Charles Dickens. They represent some of
the greatest literary, political, social, and scientific achievements of
the Victorian period, and have come to embody a substantial part of
what we mean by the term ‘Victorian’. In Britain in : Custom,
History, Modernity, these enduring texts are read alongside key events
of the year; other significant publications from authors such as
Collins, Smiles, Mill, Tennyson, and Beeton; and newspapers and
periodicals. Gail Marshall reveals a year which was innovatory but
also deeply conflicted about how to accommodate and acknowledge
change within contemporary thought and practice. Custom, as the
year’s predominant and most readily available historical form,
enabled the Victorians of  to negotiate with the past as they
faced the future.

  is Professor of Victorian Literature and Culture and
an Associate Pro-Vice Chancellor for Research and Innovation at the
University of Reading. She has previously worked at the Universities
of Leeds, Leicester, and Oxford Brookes. She was recently Chair of
University English. Britain in : Custom, History, Modernity is her
third monograph with Cambridge University Press.
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Nineteenth-century literature and culture have proved a rich field for interdiscip-
linary studies. Since , books in this series have tracked the intersections and
tensions between Victorian literature and the visual arts, politics, gender and
sexuality, race, social organisation, economic life, technical innovations, scientific
thought – in short, culture in its broadest sense. Many of our books are now
classics in a field which since the series’ inception has seen powerful engagements
with Marxism, feminism, visual studies, post-colonialism, critical race studies,
new historicism, new formalism, transnationalism, queer studies, human rights
and liberalism, disability studies and global studies. Theoretical challenges and
historiographical shifts continue to unsettle scholarship on the nineteenth century
in productive ways. New work on the body and the senses, the environment and
climate, race and the decolonisation of literary studies, biopolitics and materiality,
the animal and the human, the local and the global, politics and form, queerness
and gender identities, and intersectional theory is re-animating the field. This
series aims to accommodate and promote the most interesting work being
undertaken on the frontiers of nineteenth-century literary studies, connecting
the field with the urgent critical questions that are being asked today. We seek to
publish work from a diverse range of authors, and stand for anti-racism, anti-
colonialism and against discrimination in all forms.

A complete list of titles published will be found at the end of the book.
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