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Introduction

Austrian politics in 2019 was dominated by a series of dramatic events. The publication of a
scandalous video of the Freedom Party of Austria/Freiheitliche Partei Osterreichs (FPO)
— Die Freiheitlichen (FPO) party leader and deputy government leader Heinz-Christian
Strache in May led to the break-up of the right-wing OVP-FPO coalition headed by Federal
Chancellor and Austrian People’s Party/Osterreichische Volkspartei (OVP) party leader
Sebastian Kurz. The resulting OVP minority Cabinet was toppled a week later by the
first ever successful parliamentary no-confidence vote. President Alexander van der Bellen
played a central role in forming the next government. A caretaker government, led by
former President of the Constitutional Court, Brigitte Bierlein, the first female government
head ever of the first non-partisan government (in the Second Republic), cautiously ruled
for the remainder of the year. Snap elections at the end of September brought a huge
success for Kurz and the OVP. The Greens — the Green Alternative/Die Griinen — Die
Griine Alternative (GRUNE) made an impressive comeback two years after dropping out
of the lower house in the previous election. At year’s end a coalition government between
the OVP and the Greens was finalized, the first between the two parties at the national
level.

Election report
European Parliamentary elections, 26 May 2019

An unexciting European elections campaign was jolted by the publication of the Ibiza affair
video (see below) just nine days before election day. A quickly unfolding government break-
up with almost all FPO ministers resigning in solidarity with Minister of the Interior Kickl
whom the OVP wanted dismissed (see Cabinet report below) and a looming non-confidence
vote against the remaining OVP minority Cabinet made the European elections a poll on
the parties’ responsibility for these dramatic events.

Turnout rose strongly from 45.4 percentage points in 2014 to 59.8 percent in 2019 (+14.4
percentage points) Table 1. The OVP was the only party with major gains, increasing its vote
share to 34.6 percent (476 percentage points) and the number of seats to seven (+2). The
Social Democratic Party of Austria/Sozialdemokratische Partei Osterreichs (SPO) obtained
23.9 percent (—0.2) and remained at five seats. The FPO obtained 172 percent (—2.5)
and three seats (—1). The Greens, who ran with their party leader Werner Kogler as top
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Table 1. Elections to the European Parliament in Austria in 2019

Date of election 26 May 2019 Previous election 25 May 2014
Electorate 6,416,177 Total seats 18
Total votes cast 3,834,662 Turnout 59.8%
Valid votes cast 3,779,764 Share of valid vote 98.6%
Votes Seats
Party EP group N % A% N % AN A%
Austrian People’s Party ~ Osterreichische (OVP) EVP 1,305,956  34.6% 7.6% 7 412% 2 111%
Volkspartei®
Social Democratic Sozialdemokratische (SPO) S&D 903,151 239% —-02% 5 294% 0 0.0%
Party of Austria Partei Osterreichs
Freedom Party of Freiheitliche Partei (FPO) Identity & 650,114 172% -25% 3 17.6% -1 —5.6%
Austria Osterreichs (FPO) — Democracy (ID)
Die Freiheitlichen
The Greens — the Die Griinen — Die Griine (GRUNE)  Greens-European 532,193 141% —04% 2 11.1% -1 —=5.6%
Green Alternative Alternative Free Alliance
(Greens-EFA)
NEOS NEOS - Das Neue (NEOS) Renew Europe 319,024 8.4% 03% 1 5.9% 0 0.0%
Europa (Renew)
Europe Now! EUROPA JETZT! - (EUROPA) - 30,087 1.0% 1.0% -  00% - -
Initiative Johannes
Voggenhuber
Communist Party plus ~ KPO Plus — European (KPO) - 39239 08% -13% - 00% - -
othersP Left, offene Liste

Notes: *Party names on the ballot paper.

°In the 2014 EP elections, the Communist Party was a member of the electoral alliance ‘Different Europe’

(ANDERS) consisting of the KPO, Pirate Party, Change and the former MEP Martin Ehrenhauser. Change

in votes compares the different electoral alliances.

Source: Federal Ministry of the Interior 2020b, https://www.bmi.gv.at/412/Europawahlen/Europawahl
2019/.

candidate, won 14.1 percent (—0.4) and two seats (—1). NEOS/NEOS — Das Neue Europa
(NEOS) obtained 8.4 percent (+0.3) and remained at one seat. Other parties together had
only 1.8 percent of the votes. In previous European elections, four other parties collectively
had 6.6 percent of the valid votes.

Parliamentary elections, 29 September 2019

After the end of the FPO-OVP coalition, an OVP minority government was widely seen
as a temporary solution only. Most parties wanted snap elections in the autumn. The SPO
in opposition faced a choice between campaigning against the OVP with Kurz leading a
minority Cabinet or, by ousting him with a no-confidence motion, on an equal footing under
a caretaker government. The FPO declared it would support the ousting of Kurz. One day
after the European elections, a no-confidence vote was passed against the complete Cabinet
with the votes of the SPO, FPO and Now (JETZT). The subsequent Bierlein caretaker
government could have proposed to the President the dissolution of the lower house, but
followed the tradition of letting the chamber decide the end of its term. The National Council
voted to prematurely dissolve on a private member’s bill jointly introduced by the OVP,SPO,
FPO and NEOS in June, allowing for some parliamentary sessions in which costly private
members’ bills were passed by various voting coalitions.
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After his ousting as Federal Chancellor, Kurz declined to remain even for a day as
provisional head of government. He also did not return to his seat in the lower house.
The party toyed with an image of Kurz as a ‘political martyr’ who felled by Parliament
would be brought back as government leader by the voters in the upcoming election. Polls
put the OVP clearly ahead of all other parties. The FPO campaigned for a renewal of the
coalition with the OVP and likened the government break-up to a marital crisis. The SPO
was not thrilled about becoming a junior partner in a coalition with the OVP. The OVP
remained non-committal on the issue of future partners. Kurz even brought up the idea of
a minority cabinet ruling after the election through ad hoc parliamentary coalitions. NEOS
was in favour of government participation, though too small for a two-party coalition. The
Greens had very good prospects of returning to the lower house, but evaded the question
of government participation. The Greens’ campaign topics enjoyed a strong international
backwind from the Fridays for Future movement and the party profited from the woes of
Now (JETZT), the renamed green splinter party Now — List Pilz/Jetzt — Liste Pilz that had
spectacularly supplanted it in the previous election (Jenny 2017, 2018). Most Now MPs were
disillusioned with party founder and de facto leader Peter Pilz. Withdrawing from politics
or switching to the Greens they withheld support for another candidacy of Now (JETZT),
which required three signatures of support from sitting MPs or a much larger number of
signatures by citizens. A non-affiliated MP helped put Now (JETZT) on the ballot again.
For more details on the election campaigns, see Eberl et al. (2020a, 2020b).

The result of the parliamentary elections on 29 September was an even greater success for
Sebastian Kurz than in the 2017 elections. The Greens made a comeback to the lower house
with their best result ever, after they had failed the entry threshold two years before. The
OVP came in far ahead of the other parties with 375 percent of the vote (+6.0 percentage
points) and 71 seats (+9) Table 2. While the SPO remained the second largest party, its
21.2 percent of the vote (—5.7) and 50 seats (—12) marked a new low for the party in
national elections. The FPO received the expected pummelling for the Ibiza scandal and
investigations of illegal party financing and expenses and dropped to 16.2 percent of the
vote (—9.8) and 31 seats (—20). The Greens rose to 13.9 percent (410.1) of the vote and
from zero to 26 seats. NEOS also increased its vote share to 8.1 percent (+2.8) and received
15 seats (+5). JETZT failed the entry threshold of 4 percent by a wide margin with only
1.9 percent of the vote (—2.5). Other parties collected negligible numbers of votes.

While party system concentration remained stable — with an effective number of parties
of 4.2 in 2019 and 4.1 in 2017 — numerically the OVP could now form a majority coalition
with either the SPO, FPO or the Greens. In light of their losses neither the SPO nor the
FPO wanted to join, though, and public expectations focused on the Greens as the second
winner of the elections. Tasked by the President with forming a new government. Kurz held
exploratory talks with the parliamentary parties. Then OVP and Greens negotiated from
mid-November to the end of the year. On New Year’s Day, party leaders Kurz and Kogler
announced their agreement on the first government coalition between a moderate right and
a green-left party at the national level.

Two regional elections took place after the national elections, in Vorarlberg on 13
October and in Styria on 24 November. The FPO suffered big losses in both elections. In
Vorarlberg it dropped to 13.9 percent (—9.5) of the votes and five (—4) seats. All other
parties in the regional Parliament registered small vote and seat gains. The OVP obtained
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Table 2. Elections to the lower house (Nationalrat) in Austria in 2019

Date of election 29 September 2019 Previous election 15 October 2017

Electorate 6,396,812 Total seats 183

Total votes cast 4,835,469 Turnout 75.6%

Valid votes cast 4,777246 Share of valid vote 98.8%

Votes Seats

Party N % A% N % AN A%

Austrian People’s Osterreichische (OVP) 1,789,417 375%  6.0% 71 388% 9 4.9%
Party Volkspartei

Social Democratic Sozialdemokratische (SPO) 1,011,868 212% —57% 40 219% -12 —6.6%
Party of Austria Partei Osterreichs

Freedom Party of Freiheitliche Partei (FPO) 772,666 162% —9.8% 31 169% -20 -109%
Austria Osterreichs

The Greens - the Die Griinen — Die Griine  (GRUNE) 664,055 139% 10.1% 26 142% 26 14.2%
Green Alternative Alternative

NEOS - The New NEOS - Das Neue (NEOS) 387124 81% 28% 15 82% 5 2.7%
Austria Osterreich

Now - List Pilz Jetzt — Liste Pilz (JETZT) 89,169 19% -25% 0 00% -8 —44%

Alternative Lists, Alternative Listen, KPO (KPO) 32736 0.7% —-01% 0 0.0% 0 0.0%
KPO Plus, Left and Plus, Linke und
Independents® Unabhiingige (KPO)

The Change” Der Wandel (WANDEL) 22,168 05% 05% 0 0.0% 0 0.0%

The Beer Party Die Bierpartei (BIER) 4946  0.1% 01% 0 0.0% 0 0.0%

Every Vote Counts®  Jede Stimme GILT (GILT) 1767 0.0% 0.0% 0 0.0% 0 0.0%

Alliance for the Allianz fiir die Zukunft (BZO) 760  0.0% 0.0% 0 0.0% 0 0.0%
Future of Austria Osterreichs

Socialist Left Party Sozialistische LinksPartei  (SLP) 310 0.0% 0.0% 0 0.0% 0 0.0%

Christian Party of Christliche Partei (CPO) 260 00% 00% 0 0.0% 0 0.0%

Austria

Osterreichs

Notes: *An electoral alliance of small left-wing lists.

Party name on the ballot paper was ‘Wandel — Aufbruch in ein gemeinwohlorientiertes Morgen mit guter
Arbeit, leistbarem Wohnen und radikaler Klimapolitik. Es gibt viel zu gewinnen’.

‘Party name and acronym as listed on the ballot paper. The party uses G!LT as its acronym.

Source: Federal Ministry of the Interior 2019b, https://bmi.gv.at/412/Nationalratswahlen/Nationalratswahl
2019/

43.5 percent (41.7) and 17 seats (+1); Greens 18.9 percent (+1.7) and seven seats (41);
the SPO 9.5 percent (+0.7) and four seats (+1); and NEOS 8.5 percent (+1.6) and two (+1)
seats. The dominant OVP,led by Land Governor Markus Wallner, resumed the government
coalition with the Greens, which replaced the FPO as second largest party in the regional
Parliament. Due to the election result, the FPO lost a seat in the upper house of the national
Parliament to the Greens.

In Styria, where a coalition between the OVP and SPO ruled, the regional elections were
held a year ahead of schedule. In August, the OVP Land Governor Hermann Schiitzenhofer
announced he wanted premature elections. The Greens were in favour, too. Both parties
expected to profit from a backwind from national politics. The motion was introduced by
the FPO, however, which apparently wanted to limit damage from negative events at the
national level through early elections. The party lost one-third of its voters, nonetheless. The
SPO suffered heavy losses as well. The OVP obtained 36.1 percent (+7.6) and 18 (44) seats
Table 3; the SPO 23 percent (—6.3) and 12 (—3) seats; the FPO 175 percent (—9.3) and eight
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Table 3. Results of regional elections (Landtagswahlen) in Vorarlberg and Styria in 2019

Region Vorarlberg Styria

Date of election 13 October 2019 24 November 2019

Total number of seats 36 48

Electorate 270,521 955,795

Total votes cast 166,130 606,528

Turnout 61.4% 63.5%

Total valid vote 165,211 602,059

Share of valid vote 99.5% 99.3%

Seat Seat
Party Vote % N % Vote % N %
People’s Party? Osterreichische (OVP) 435% 17 472% 361% 18 37.5%
Volkspartei

The Greens — Green Die Griinen (GRUNE) 189% 7 194% 121% 6 125%
Alternative

Freedom Party of Freiheitliche Partei (FPO) 139% 5 139% 175% 8 16.7%
Austria Osterreichs

Social Democratic  Sozialdemokratische ~ (SPO) 95% 4 111% 23.0% 12 250%
Party of Austria Partei Osterreichs

NEOS - The New NEOS - Das neue (NEOS) 85% 3 83% 54% 2 42%
Austria Osterreich

Communist Party of Kommunistische (KPO) - - - 60% 2 42%
Austria Partei Osterreichs

Other parties 57% 0 0.0%

Note: *Party names frequently include the name of the region.
Sources: Amt der Vorarlberger Landesregierung (2019); Amt der Steiermérkischen Landesregierung
(2019).

(—6) seats; the Greens 12.1 (+5.4) and six (+3) seats; the Communist Party plus others/KPO
Plus — European Left, offene Liste (KPO) 6.0 percent (4-1.8) and two (0) seats; and NEOS
5.4 percent (42.7) and also two (+2) seats. SPO Land party leader Michael Schickhofer
stepped down and was followed by Anton Lang, who quickly accepted Schiitzenhofer’s offer
to renew the government coalition between OVP and SPO. Due to the election result, the
OVP and Greens gained one seat each, and the SPO and FPO lost one seat each in the upper
house of the national Parliament Table 8.

Cabinet report

The publication of extracts from a secretly recorded video of Vice-Chancellor and FPO
party leader Heinz-Christian Strache and parliamentary party leader Johann Gudenus
on 17 May, a Friday just a week ahead of the European elections, by the German news
websites Der Spiegel and Siiddeutsche Zeitung set off a fast-paced cascade of wide-reaching
political decisions involving actors from all major parties and turned the President into a
central figure. The video recorded a meeting with a supposed niece of a Russian oligarch
searching for investment opportunities in Austria that took place in Ibiza (Spain) in July
2017, a few months before the parliamentary elections that led to the formation of an
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OVP-FPO coalition government (Jenny 2018). Politically explosive excerpts showed
Strache and Gudenus talking about potential ways of cooperating once the FPO was in
government, such as the steering of public tenders to selected firms, party financing via
associations and acquiring control of the largest Austrian mass daily Kronen Zeitung to raise
its party-friendly coverage.

The following day Vice-Chancellor Strache announced his resignation and named deputy
party leader and Minister for Infrastructure Norbert Hofer as his successor in government
and party office. Parliamentary party leader Gudenus resigned and left the party. The FPO’s
intention to continue the coalition hit a wall, when Federal Chancellor Kurz also demanded
the resignation of controversial Minister of Interior Herbert Kickl, a demand the FPO was
unwilling to meet. However, Kurz could simply propose the Minister of Interior’s dismissal
to President Van der Bellen, who would likely accept it. The FPO threatened to withdraw all
ministers and support a motion of no confidence against Kurz. On Monday evening Federal
Chancellor Kurz announced he would go through with Kickl’s dismissal and respond to
resignations by replacing them with experts. The government coalition ended on 22 May
with almost all remaining FPO ministers resigning, except for Foreign Minister Karin Kneissl
who was not a party member Table 4. Kurz replaced them with candidates from in- and
outside the ministerial administration. The government had effectively become a single-
party minority government.

SPO party leader Rendi-Wagner declared Austria was in a national crisis and demanded
the complete Cabinet replaced. On Monday, 27 May, the SPO introduced a no-confidence
motion against the government, the party JETZT introduced another one against Federal
Chancellor Kurz only. The broader motion was voted on first and passed with the support
of the SPO, FPO and JETZT. President Van der Bellen announced dismissed ministers with
Minister of Finance Loger as new Federal Chancellor, as Kurz wanted to leave immediately,
would stay provisionally until he had appointed a caretaker government. The provisional
Loger government lasted six days in office, replacing the just toppled Kurz government as
the shortest-lived post-war government Table 5.

President Van der Bellen tasked the President of the Constitutional Court, Brigitte
Bierlein, with forming a caretaker government, and on 3 June appointed six male and
six female government ministers Table 6. After becoming the first female head of the
Constitutional Court, Bierlein became the first female Federal Chancellor. Her Cabinet
was also the first civil servants’ government in the Second Republic. It had no support
commitments from parliamentary parties, but its ministers represented a wide range of
political tendencies.

Federal Chancellor Bierlein stressed her government would be lean. It was a smaller
Cabinet with no Vice-Chancellor, no state secretaries and no politically appointed general
secretaries in the ministries. It would refrain from major policy changes, focus on service
provision and prepare for the elections. Her government mostly held on to these guidelines
and enjoyed good public ratings. Minister of Defense Thomas Starlinger, a General in the
Armed Forces, published a blunt assessment of much bigger budgetary needs compared
with what predecessors from various parties had proposed as politically feasible defence
budgets.
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Table 5. Cabinet composition of Loger in Austria in 2019

Duration of Cabinet Inception 28 May 2019 Dissolution 3 June 2019

Period covered by table From 28 May 2019 Until 3 June 2019

Type of Cabinet Single Party Minority

A. Party/gender composition on 1 January 2019 Seats in Seats held by Seats in
Cabinet women Parliament

N % N % ofparty N %

Austrian People’s Party ~ Ostereichische (OVP) 7  583% 4 57.1% 62 33.9%

Volkspartei

Ministers without party Non-partisan 5 417% 2 40.0%
affiliation

Totals 12 100.0% 6 50.00% 62 33.90%

B. Composition of Cabinet Loger on 28 May 2019

Ministerial Title Minister

Federal Chancellor and Hartwig Loger 1965 Male OvP
Federal Minister for
Finance

Federal Minister for Europe,  Karin Kneissl 1965 Female Non-partisan,
Integration and Foreign FPO-nominated
Affairs

Federal Minister for the Eckart Ratz 1957 Male Non-partisan
Interior

Federal Minister for Mosef Josef 1955  Male OvP

Constitutional Affairs,
Reforms, Deregulation and
Justice
Federal Minister for Labour,  Poltner Walter 1952  Male Non-partisan
Social Affairs, Health and
Consumer Protection
Federal Minister for Kostinger Elisabeth 1978  Female OVP
Sustainability and Tourism
Federal Minister for Defence  Luif Johann 1959 Male Non-partisan
Federal Minister for Hackl Valerie 1982  Female Non-partisan
Transport, Innovation and
Technology
Federal Minister for FafSmann Heinz 1955 Male OvP
Education, Science and
Research
Federal Minister for Digital Margarethe Schrambock 1970  Female OVP
and Economic Affairs
Federal Minister within the Juliane Bogner- 1971  Female OVP
Federal Chancellery for Straufle
Women, Families and
Youth, and acting Minister
for the Civil Service and
Sport
Federal Minister within the Bliimel Gernot 1981 Male OvP
Federal Chancellery for the
EU, Arts, Culture and
Media
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Table 5. Continued

C. Changes in composition of Loger Cabinet during 2019
Outgoing Outgoing Incoming
Ministerial title minister date minister Comments

There were no Cabinet changes in 2019.

D. Party/gender composition on 3 June 2019 Seats in Seats held by Seats in
Cabinet women Parliament
N % N % ofparty N %

Austrian People’s Party ~ Ostereichische (OVP) 7  583% 4 571% 62 33.9%

Volkspartei
Ministers without party Non-partisan 5 41.7% 2 40.0%
affiliation
Totals 12 100.0% 6 50.00% 62 33.90%

Source: Osterreichischer Amtskalender (2019).

Parliament report

The National Council’s XXVI legislative period from November 2017 to September 2019
was the third shortest period since 1945 Tables 7. Until the Ibiza scandal broke in May,
parliamentary activities were mostly structured along the government-opposition divide
with the government parties OVP and FPO facing the three opposition parties SPO, NEOS
and Now. After the coalition break-up and especially after the non-partisan expert Cabinet
came into office, parliamentary voting coalitions became diverse.

Political party report

After FPO party chairman Heinz-Christian Strache, deputy party leader Norbert Hofer
was designated new party leader and nominated the party’s top candidate in June for the
parliamentary elections and officially elected as new party chairman by the party executive
on 14 September Table 9. Ending the ex-party leader’s hold on the party, however, turned
into a protracted process. Ridiculed by the Ibiza video and blamed for setting up the meeting,
parliamentary party group leader Johann Gudenus had immediately cut all ties with the
party, while ex-party leader Strache defended himself as a victim of a political ‘hit job’, who
had been lured into a trap set by criminals.

Strache was last placed candidate on the party list for the European elections as a
‘honorary candidate’, a tactic frequently employed to collect party votes. After the Ibiza
scandal and the break-up of the coalition, however, fans of Strache expressed their support
through preferential voting. Strache collected 44,750 preference votes, surpassed only by
the party’s top candidate Harald Vilimsky with 64,520, and far more than his designated
successor Norbert Hofer, who came in third with 7461 preference votes. Because his
preference votes surpassed the threshold of 5 percentage points of party votes, Strache had
a claim to one of the three European Parliament seats won by the FPO (Federal Ministry
of the Interior 2020d). In an apparent deal denied by both sides, Strache declined to take
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Table 6. Cabinet composition of Bierlein in Austria in 2019

Duration of Cabinet Inception 3 June 2019 Dissolution Still in office at the end of the year
Period covered by table From 3 June 2019 Until 31 December 2019
Type of Cabinet Non-partisan
A. Party/gender composition Seats in Seats held by Seats in
on 1 January 2019 Cabinet women Parliament
N % N % of party N %
Non-partisan 12 100.0% 6 50.0% 0 0.0%
Totals 12 100.0% 6 50.00% 0 0.00%

B. Composition of Bierlein Cabinet on Cabinet inception 3 June 2019

Ministerial Title Minister
Federal Chancellor Brigitte Bierlein 1949  Female  Non-partisan
Vice-Chancellor and Clemens Jabloner 1948  Male Non-partisan

Federal Minister for
Constitutional Affairs,
Reforms, Deregulation
and Justice®
Federal Minister within Ines Stilling 1976  Female  Non-partisan
the Federal Chancellery
for Women, Families and

Youth®

Federal Minister for Iris Rauskala 1978  Female  Non-partisan
Education, Science and
Research

Federal Minister for Brigitte Zarfl 1962  Female  Non-partisan

Labour, Social Affairs,
Health and Consumer
Protection

Federal Minister for Andreas Reichhardt 1968 Male Non-partisan
Transport, Innovation
and Technology

Federal Minister for the Wolfgang Peschorn 1965  Male Non-partisan
Interior

Federal Minister for Alexander  Schallenberg 1969  Male Non-partisan
Europe, Integration and
Foreign Affairs®

Federal Minister for Maria Patek 1958  Female  Non-partisan
Sustainability and
Tourism

Federal Minister for Thomas Starlinger 1963  Male Non-partisan
Defense

Federal Minister for Eduard Miiller 1962 Male Non-partisan
Finance and Acting
Minister for Civil
Service and Sport

Federal Minister for Elisabeth Udolf-Strobl 1956  Female  Non-partisan
Digital and Economic
Affairs
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Table 6. Continued

C. Changes in composition of Bierlein Cabinet during 2019
Ministerial title Outgoing minister ~ Outgoing date ~ Incoming minister =~ Comments

There were no Cabinet changes in 2019

D. Party/gender composition Seats in Seats held by Seats in
on 31 December 2019 Cabinet women Parliament
N % N % of party N %
Non-partisan 12 100.0% 6 50.0% 0 0.0%
Totals 12 100.0% 6 50.0% 0 0.0%

Notes: Vice-Chancellor until 3 October. Traditionally there is no post of Vice-Chancellor in the provisional
government in charge after an election, until the next government is sworn in.

> Appointed as Minister without Portfolio on 3 June and put in charge of listed affairs on 5 June.
¢Additionally put in charge of EU, Arts, Culture and Media affairs on 5 June.

Source: Osterreichischer Amtskalender (2019).

Table 7 Party and gender composition of the lower house of Parliament (Nationalrat) in Austria in 2019

1 January 2019 29 September 2019 31 December 2019
Election
All Women All ‘Women All ‘Women
Party N % N % N %o N % N % N %o
Austrian People’s Party  Osterreichische (OVP) 61  333% 20 328% 71 388% 26 36.6% 71 388% 26 36.6%
Volkspartei
Social Democratic Party ~ Sozialdemokratische ~(SPO) 52 284% 24 462% 40 219% 19 475% 40 219% 19 475%
of Austria Partei Osterreichs
Freedom Party of Freiheitliche Partei (FPO) 51 279% 13 255% 30 164% 5 167% 30 164% 5 167%
Austria Osterreichs
Now Jetzt (JETZT) 10 55% 4 40.0%
The Greens/Green Die Griinen — Die (GRUNE) 26 142% 15 57.7% 26 142% 15 57.7%
Alternative Griine Alternative
The New Austria NEOS - Das Neue ~ (NEOS) 8 44% 4 500% 15 82% 6 40.0% 15 82% 6 40.0%
Osterreich
MPs without Klub Non-affiliated 1 05% 0 00% 1 05% 1 100.0% 1 05% 1 100.0%
membership
Totals 183 100.0% 65 35.5% 183 100.0% 72 393% 183 100.0% 72 39.3%

Source: Austrian Parliament (2019).

the European Parliament seat, while the FPO nominated his wife, Philippa Strache, party
policy speaker on animal protection and employee of the parliamentary party, to a safe
list position in Vienna for the upcoming national parliamentary elections. Heinz-Christian
Strache initially also remained in control of his ‘personal’ Facebook page with about 800,000
followers, until the party managed to take it away. After a judicial probe was launched into
potential misuse of party funds for private expenses by the party’s former ‘first couple’, the
relationship between party and them soured further. Despite the party’s dismal election
result, Mrs Strache had — based on her list position — a claim to a parliamentary seat in the
Vienna Land district. The party pressured her to resign and tried to deny her claim, but
was blocked by a court. Refused membership in the parliamentary party group, Mrs Strache
entered the first session of the lower house as a non-affiliated MP. She was dismissed from
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Table 8. Party and gender composition of the upper house (Bundesrat) in Austria in 2019

1 January 2019 31 December 2019

All Women All Women
Party N % N % N % N %
Austrian People’s  Osterreichische (OVP) 21 344% 6 28.6% 23 37.7% 12 522%

Party Volkspartei

Social Democratic Sozialdemokratische (SPO) 21 344% 9 429% 20 32.8% 10 50.0%
Party of Austria  Partei Osterreichs

Freedom Party of  Freiheitliche Partei  (FPO) 16 262% 2 125% 14 23.0% 3 214%

Austria Osterreichs
The Die Griinen — Die (GRUNE) 2 33% 1 500% 4 6.6% 1 25.0%
Greens/Green Griine Alternative
Alternative
Without Klub Non-affiliated 1 1.6% 0 00% O 00% 0 0.0%
membership
Totals 61 99.9% 18 29.5% 61 100.1% 26 42.6%

Source: Austrian Parliament (2019).

the party shortly afterwards. Mr Strache was first suspended and then dismissed from the
party in December.

Despite much internal criticism SPO party leader Pamela Rendi-Wagner secured her
unanimous nomination by the party executive as top candidate for the national election.
After the party’s worst ever result in the parliamentary elections and party staff reductions
were announced to cope with lower public party funding intra-party criticism increased
again. An anonymous tip revealed that the party leader was more than a year in arrears
in paying her party dues. However, no contender stepped up to challenge Rendi-Wagner’s
position as party leader.

Institutional change report

No major changes were passed in 2019. President Van der Bellen repeatedly lauded the
federal constitution’ precision and clarity on the politically sensitive situations confronted
(Salzburger Nachrichten 2019).

Issues in national politics

Overshadowed by bigger issues, the three people’s initiatives introduced in 2019 were
among the worst faring ever. A people’s initiative on holding a referendum on
the European Union-Canada Free Trade Agreement (CETA) collected 0.45 percent
signatures of support, on having more compulsory referendums 0.43 percent, and on the
introduction of an unconditional basic income 1.1 percent (Federal Ministry of the Interior
2019c).
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