
IRISH POLITICAL THOUGHT AND THE UNION

Moving beyond binary nationalist and unionist narratives of
nineteenth-century Irish history, this study instead explores political
thought through ideological battles over government. Drawing on
neglected pamphlets, political tracts, and polemical newspapers,
Colin W. Reid reveals how Irish protagonists – unionists and anti-
unionists, Catholic Emancipationists, Repealers, Tories, Fenians, and
federalists – clashed over the meaning of representation, sovereignty,
and the British connection. Reid traces how competing constitu-
tional visions, rather than national allegiances, drove Ireland’s polit-
ical evolution. From the bitter Union debates to the birth of Home
Rule, it recovers forgotten arguments about parliamentary reform,
the ‘Irish question’ in imperial context, and the fraught experience of
a small nation within a multinational polity. With fresh insights into
figures such as Daniel O’Connell, Isaac Butt, and lesser-known
polemicists, this study redefines Irish political thought as a dynamic
struggle for representative government. This title is also available as
open access on Cambridge Core.
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the University of Sheffield. He is the author of The Lost Ireland of
Stephen Gwynn: Irish Constitutional Nationalism and Cultural Politics,
– () and a number of articles and chapters on Irish
political thought.
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IDEAS IN CONTEXT

Edited by DAVID ARMITAGE, RICHARD BOURKE, ADOM GETACHEW
and JENNIFER PITTS

The books in this series will discuss the emergence of intellectual traditions and of
related new disciplines. The procedures, aims and vocabularies that were gener-
ated will be set in the context of the alternatives available within the contemporary
frameworks of ideas and institutions. Through detailed studies of the evolution of
such traditions, and their modification by different audiences, it is hoped that a
new picture will form of the development of ideas in their concrete contexts.
By this means, artificial distinctions between the history of philosophy, of the
various sciences, of society and politics, and of literature may be seen to dissolve.

A full list of titles in the series can be found at: www.cambridge.org/IdeasContext
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