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Tables of the Slaves, 
Temple of the Inscriptions, , , 
Temple XIX platform, –

Parthian Empire, 
Piedras Negras, –, –

Panel , 
Panel , –
Stela , 

pilgrimage, , –, 
Plato, 
Pomona, 
Popol Nah, 
Popol Vuh, , , , 
population, of Late Classic Maya, 
Postclassic, , , 
Postgate, Nicholas, 
pottery, , , –
power. See also kingship

as hierarchical, 
ritual and, 
time and, –

Preclassic, 
printout motif, , , , , , 
pronunciation, –

Qin dynasty, 
Quirigua, , , –, 

Monument , 
Stela H, , –
Stela I, 
Stela U, 

reading, 
religion

defining, , –
etymology of, 
as evolutionary adaptation, 
kingship and, 
ritual and, –
as symbolic system, 
writing and, , , –, 

religious community, 
Río Azul, , 
ritual

as active vs. passive, 
authority and, 
calendar and, , –
citing, –
defining, –
diplomacy and, –, , , –, 
elites and, 
ideology and, 
kingship and, , , , 
as legitimation strategy, 
monuments and, , , –
power and, 
practice of, –
religion and, –
scribes and, –, –
woven mat motif and, 
writing and, , –, 

ritual community, 
Ritual of the Bacabs, , 
ritualization, –
Robicsek, Francis, 

sacrifice, , , , , , , , , 
Sak Baak Naah Chapaht, –
Sak Bats’, 
Sak Ne’, 
Sak Tz’i’, 
Sak Ux Ook, –
San Bartolo, , –

Str.  murals, –
Santa Elena Balancán, 
scribes

bat, 
bird, 
in China, 
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Classic Maya, –
deer, –
deities associated with, 
diplomacy and, 
divine, 
in Egypt, 
excavation of workshops of, –
fish, 
fox, –
historical, –
hybrid anthropomorphic, 
identifying, –
in Mesopotamia, , 
monkey, , , , , 
mosquito, 
nagualism and, 
opossum, 
other-than-human, , –, –
portrayals of, –
practice of, –
rabbit, 
ritual and, –
sculptors vs., 
signatures of, 
tapir, 
terminology for, –
vulture, , –
way and, 
women as, –
zoomorphic representations of, –

script community, 
scripts. See writing
sculptors, as term, 
Sesakkar, 
Shang dynasty, 
Shield Jaguar IV, 
signatures, of scribes, 
Sitz’ Winik, , 
skeuomorphy, 
Sololá, 
state formation, writing and, 
stelae, –, See also monuments
Stiver, Laura, 
Stuart, David, , , , 
Sumer, 
Sun god, , 
syllabic signs, 

Tahn Bihil Kimi, , 
Tahnal K’ew, , 
Tajom Uk’ab Tuun, –
Tak’alik Ab’aj, 
technocracy, 
Teeple, John, 
temple complexes, Mesopotamian, 
Tenam Puente, 
Teotihuacan, , , , –, , , ,

–

Terminal Classic, , , , 
textiles, , , 
Thoth, 
Tikal, , , , , , –, , See Mutul

dynasty
Tilal Hix, , , 
time

power and, –
writing and, –

timekeeping, –, –
Tiwol Chan Mat, 
Toltec, , 
Tonina, , 

Frieze of the Dream Lords, 
Monument , 

transmission, , –, , , –, –, ,
, , –, –, –, , ,
–, –, , –, , –, ,


religion and, 
Tylor, Edward B., 
Tz’itz’il Mayik K’an Biyaan, 
Tzeltal, 
Tzotzil, , –
Tzuk Amal, –

Uaxactun, , 
Ucanal, 
Ukuul Chij Kamiiy, –,

–

Umayyad Caliphate, 
Unen Bahlam, 
Upakal K’inich, , 
Ur III period, 
urbanization, 
Uruk, –
Ux Yop Hu’n, 
Uxmal, 
Uxul, 

Wak Chan K’awiil, 
Warring States period, –
Waxaklajuun Ubaah K’awiil, , , , ,

, –
way, –, See also nagualism
weaving, 
Wengrow, David, 
woj, 
women, –
woven mat motifs, on monuments, , –,

–

writing, 
bureaucracy and, 
calendar and, –
in Classic Maya lowlands, –
control and, 
cosmology and, 
defined, –
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writing (cont.)
development of ancient, –
as divine creation, –,
–

evolution from imagery to, 
glottographic, –
invention of, 
kingship and, –
as legitimation, 
numbers, 
Preclassic period, 
religion and, , , –, 
ritual and, , –, 
ritualization and, 
scribal practice and, –
semasiographic, 
sociopolitical complexity of, –
state formation and, 
time and, –
way, –
in woven mat motifs, –

Xb’alanke’, 
Xultun, , 

Yat Ahk II, 
Yax, 
Yaxchilan, , , –, , –, , 

Lintel , 
Stela , , 
Stela , 

Yinxu II period, 
Yucatec, , , , , , 
Yuch’ Maax, 
Yuchanyan, 
Yuknoom Ch’een II, , 
Yuknoom Took’ K’awiil, 
Yunen, 

Zacpeten, , , 
Altar, , –, , 

Zapotec, , 
Zinacantán, 

 INDEX
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