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diverse kinds of institutions we serve, especially small liberal arts 
institutions, community colleges, regional universities, as well as 
major research institutions.

DANIEL TICHENOR
Daniel Tichenor is the Philip H. Knight Chair of Political Science 
and Director of the Wayne Morse Center for Law and Politics 
at the University of Oregon. His research and teaching focus 
on international migration, citizenship, social movements, ex-
ecutive power, and politics and history. 

Statement of Views: I am grateful to be nom-
inated to serve on the APSA Council, and I 
am eager to give back to an association that 
has provided a vibrant intellectual communi-
ty, mentorship, and opportunities for profes-
sional growth. With constitutional democra-
cy, higher education, and evidence-based 

research all under attack, it is hard to imagine a more conse-
quential time for our discipline, association, and profession. 
Amid these challenges, I hope to support APSA staff in navigat-
ing a variety of challenges to maintain its financial well-being 
and the strength of its programs, meetings, and initiatives. In turn, 
I am interested in the role APSA can play in defending academ-
ic freedom, inclusion, and shared governance at universities 
and colleges, in protecting brave teaching and problem-driven 
scholarship, and in championing international and immigrant 
students, as well as political science colleagues across borders. 
Finally, having served on a variety of APSA committees and in 
leadership roles for several organized sections, I believe that 
our association and discipline flourish through diversity in the 
profession and through methodological and theoretical plural-
ism. ■

ADVOCACY UPDATE
BEN GOODRICH | ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR, GOVERNMENT RELATIONS AND PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT

On May 29, the White House Office of Management 
and Budget (OMB) issued a proposed rule that would 
make massive changes to the federal guidance im-

pacting all forms of federal financial assistance, which includes 
research grants. The rule, which alters the Uniform Guidance 
governing all federal financial assistance, significantly ex-
pands the authority of OMB and other political appointees to 
approve, cancel, block, or otherwise interfere with the federal 
grantmaking process.
Some of the changes included in the proposed rule include:
•	 Requiring new grant programs to align with Administra-

tion priorities rather than stated need, statutory mandate, 
or community feedback

•	 Requiring political appointees to sign off on grants before 
they are awarded

•	 Allowing for grants to be terminated at any time if they are 
found to be “inconsistent with program goals or agency 
priorities”

•	 Blocking federal funds from being used to “fund, promote, 
encourage, subsidize, or facilitate DEI or DEIA policies or 
practices”

•	 Limiting international research collaborations without ex-
plicit permission

•	 Giving OMB the authority to limit eligibility for grant pro-
grams based on an applicant’s membership in profession-
al or advocacy groups
Numerous scientific societies, including APSA, have been 

closely monitoring this proposed rule due its significant impli-
cations on federal research grants. APSA along with 322 other 
organizations across sectors signed onto a public comment 
calling for an extension to the comment period. The comment 
period is now closed. APSA submitted a comment opposing 
the proposed OMB on July 10th, which can be found on AP-
SA's website. 

ADVOCACY ROUNDUP
NSF Update–APSA’s government relations staff have been 
working to educate Members of Congress and the public 
about the importance of NSF and recent issues impacting the 
SBE Directorate through meetings with congressional offices. 
APSA Staff will continue to push for legislation protecting SBE 
throughout the appropriations process through meetings with 
Congressional offices, partner coalitions, and stakeholder en-
gagement. ■
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