
https://doi.org/10.10
Preface
This volume contains a selection of the contributed papers from the 26th
Biennial Meeting of the Philosophy of Science Association, which was held
in Seattle, Washington, from November 1 to 4, 2018. We received 356 sub-
missions, from which the program committee selected 178 (50%) for pre-
sentation at the meeting and 43 (12%) for publication in this volume. A sec-
ond proceedings volume containing selected symposium papers and Sandy
Mitchell’s presidential address will be published next year.

I am extremely thankful for the many people who helped make this issue
possible. Most importantly, the members of the PSA 2018 program com-
mittee put an enormous amount of time into reading and evaluating papers:
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They did a wonderful job, and I am indebted to them not only for the time
they put into their reviewing tasks but also for the advice they provided
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throughout the process. Despite their intenseworkload, they stayed on sched-
ule and maintained a great attitude.

I am also very grateful to PSA Executive Director Jessica Pfeifer, who
worked tirelessly to make our 2018 conference happen. Seeing all her efforts
behind the scenes (including all the time she put into guiding me through the
various stages of my work) has given me new appreciation for what an amaz-
ing executive director we have. Jessica’s assistant, Tyler Karlsen, also gra-
ciously aided me in working with our new online system for generating the
PSA 2018 program.

Wendy Parker, the PSA 2016 program chair, was a constant source of ad-
vice and encouragement. She went far above and beyond the call of duty by
creating written notes to guide me and future program chairs through our
tasks. I also benefited frombeing able to follow the example of Chris Smeenk,
the PSA 2014 program chair who gaveme the opportunity to serve on his pro-
gram committee.

In addition, I would like to thank the Philosophy of Science editorial team,
particularly Editor in Chief Andrea Woody and Managing Editor Michelle
Pham. It was a pleasure to work with them throughout the production process.
Michelle was particularly generous in her efforts to make my job as easy as
possible; she answered my questions, taught me what I needed to know, man-
aged theflowof papers, and expertly adjusted the software system forme. Our
society is fortunate to have such a well-run journal.

Finally, I am grateful to Sandy Mitchell and the PSA Governing Board for
givingme the opportunity to serve as PSA2018 program chair and for provid-
ing financial support that allowed me to have a reduced teaching load while
doing so. One of the most rewarding aspects of serving in this position has
been the opportunity to learn about the wide range of scholarship produced
by our PSA members. I am thankful to everyone who contributed to the
PSA 2018 meeting and to the authors who wrote the papers that make up this
volume.

Kevin C. Elliott
PSA 2018 Program Committee Chair
Michigan State University
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