
This book would not have been possible without the contributions of many 
extraordinary people, and it is a privilege to reflect on the individuals and 
institutions that made it possible.

Our journey began on a grey February day in 2022, in a hallway of Friedrich 
Alexander Universität Erlangen-Nürnberg (FAU Erlangen-Nürnberg), where 
discussions among PhD researchers culminated in the question: What does 
climate justice actually mean? Recognizing that the term was widely used but 
often vague, we sought to bring it to life with meaning and depth. This thirst for 
knowledge set in motion a learning journey that none of us could have foreseen. 
In hindsight, we are grateful for the naivety with which we approached the 
project – it might not have been possible otherwise.

Looking back now, we cherish the steep learning curve, the richness of 
conversations, and the inspiring encounters that far outweighed any challenges 
we had to face. We wish to thank our group of co-organizers – Marie Sophie 
Keller, Eklavya Vasudev, and Siddarth Peter de Souza – for bringing this project 
to life with their dedication and vision.

Fast forward to May 2023, when 24 brilliant people gathered in Nuremberg to 
reflect together on the meaning of ‘climate justice in a globalized world’. Scholars 
and practitioners from around the globe dedicated their time and effort to 
engage in three days of critical discussion and collaboration. To all participants – 
thank you for your contributions to the discussions, your critical engagement, 
and your camaraderie, which form the groundwork of this project. Your work 
demonstrates the richness of thinking and activism surrounding climate justice, 
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and your commitment to addressing these urgent issues has been a constant 
source of inspiration.

A special thanks goes to our colleague Sandra Ehard, whose tireless effort 
behind the scenes made this convening possible. Sandra, we could not have done 
it without you!

We are also grateful for the financial contributions from the Dr. German 
Schweiger Foundation, the Luise Prell Foundation, the Dr. Alfred Vinzl 
Foundation, the Elitenetzwerk Bayern, the German Research Foundation, 
Tilburg University, the Chair for Public Law and Public International Law of 
Prof. Dr. Markus Krajewski, and the Office of Equality and Diversity at FAU 
Erlangen-Nürnberg. Their generosity enabled this network of brilliant minds to 
convene and made this book a reality.

At the heart of this book are the post-convening reflections of ten authors 
(across seven chapters) to whom we are deeply grateful. Your insights and 
expertise have brought this book to life, and your commitment to the urgent 
challenges of climate justice has been truly inspiring. We thank you for your 
patience, your openness to countless emails, and your unwavering commitment 
to justice. Your ability to critically engage with feedback, your willingness to 
collaborate, and the depth of your insights have been invaluable to this project. 
Each chapter reflects not only your expertise, but also your passion for a more 
just and sustainable world.

The collaborative process of creating this volume was not without its 
challenges. Along the way, the project evolved, and from it emerged two distinct 
books, each addressing complementary aspects of climate justice. We are grateful 
to everyone involved for their continued dedication to advancing these critical 
conversations, and we celebrate the richness of perspectives that the two books 
offer together.

Special thanks also go to Prof. Dr Markus Krajewski, who patiently guided us 
through the editing and publishing process – a path that was uncharted territory 
for most of us. We are equally grateful to Cambridge University Press, especially 
Anwesha Rana and Koyena Roy, for their trust, guidance, and encouragement 
throughout the publication process.

On a personal note, we want to extend our heartfelt thanks to our families, 
friends, and colleagues for their encouragement and patience during the many 
hours of work this project required.

Funding from FAU Research Center for Human Rights Erlangen-Nürnberg 
(FAU CHREN) made it possible for this book to be published open access, 
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making the digital version freely available for anyone to read and reuse under a 
Creative Commons licence.

Lastly, this book is dedicated to all those who are fighting for a more just 
and sustainable world. Your tireless fight against systemic injustices and your 
unwavering belief in a better future have inspired us to edit this book. We 
hope these pages contribute meaningfully to the ongoing struggles for climate 
justice.

Mirka Fries
Jakob Nehls
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