
Advance Praise

Brilliantly inaugurates an era of transnational media theory retooled for an era 
of global mayhem.

Matthew Fuller, Professor of Cultural Studies,  
Goldsmiths, University of London; author of  

How to Be a Geek: Essays on the Culture of Software

Drawing together scholars from cinema, anthropology, law, contemporary 
art, and media theory across Asia, Europe, and North America, Twenty-
First-Century Media Aesthetics and the Political has its finger right on the 
pulse of a crucial development in contemporary digital networks—that is, the 
changing relationships between aesthetics, technology, and politics. A genuinely 
transnational and transdisciplinary account of how media infrastructures are 
reshaping political life in the twenty-first century, it challenges the idea that 
global technocultures are predominantly Western, dismantling older notions 
of a digital divide between North and South, West and East. Instead, it shows 
that subaltern populations are at the core of the new ecologies of massification 
and their sensory infrastructures. An essential reading!

Tiziana Terranova, Professor in Cultural Studies and Digital  
Media Theory, Università di Napoli ‘L’Orientale’; author of  

After the Internet: Digital Networks between Capital and the Common
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TWENTY-FIRST-CENTURY MEDIA 
AESTHETICS AND THE POLITICAL

This collection audaciously frames a theory of twenty-first-century media in a 
world where the vast majority of internet users reside in Asia, Africa, and Latin 
America. The COVID-19 pandemic dramatized a complex set of technological 
infrastructures that now shape life in pragmatic and exceptional ways. Cognition, 
public affect, memory, and the experience of the political have been radically 
transformed with twenty-first-century media networks. Acts of violence become 
media spectacles in network spaces. Questions of media aesthetics and political 
affect have taken centre stage in a radically expanded digital sensorium. 
Consequently, this volume revisits and pushes beyond older questions of social 
and cultural theory and the metamorphoses of the political in the twenty-
first century. Moving beyond the West-centred references of classical critical 
theory, this book brings together international scholars from media studies, 
anthropology, cinema, and contemporary art. The book offers a window into the 
turbulent futures of twenty-first-century media aesthetics.

Ravi Sundaram is Professor at the Centre for the Study of Developing Societies 
(CSDS) in Delhi and is a convenor of the Sarai media programme. His scholarly 
work has emerged from the intersections of media, architecture, urbanism, 
and contemporary art in the post-digital era. In addition to editing the Sarai 
Reader series, Sundaram has authored Pirate Modernity: Media Urbanism in 
Delhi (New York and London, 2009) and edited No Limits: Media Studies from 
India (Delhi, 2015). He is also a co-author of Technopharmacology (Minneapolis, 
2022). His essays have been translated into numerous languages across India, 
Asia, and Europe.
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METAMORPHOSES OF THE POLITICAL: MULTIDISCIPLINARY 
APPROACHES

The Series is a publishing collaboration of Cambridge University Press with 
The M. S. Merian–R. Tagore International Centre of Advanced Studies 
‘Metamorphoses of the Political’ (ICAS:MP). It publishes new books that 
both expand and de-centre current perspectives on politics and the ‘political’ 
in the contemporary world. It examines, from a wide array of disciplinary 
and methodological approaches, how the ‘political’ has been conceptualized, 
articulated and transformed in specific arenas of contestation during the ‘long 
twentieth century’. Though primarily located in India and the Global South, 
the Series seeks to interrogate and contribute to wider debates about global 
processes and politics. It is in this sense that the Series is imagined as one that is 
regionally focused but globally engaged, providing a context for interrogations 
of universalized theories of self, society and politics.

Series Editors:
•	 Prathama Banerjee, Centre for the Study of Developing Societies, Delhi
•	 Antje Linkenbach, University of Erfurt, Germany
•	 Samita Sen, University of Cambridge, Cambridge
•	 Indra Sengupta, German Historical Institute London, London
•	 Sanjay Srivastava, SOAS, University of London, London

Coordinating Editor:
•	 Debjani Mazumder, M. S. Merian–R. Tagore International Centre of Advanced 

Studies ‘Metamorphoses of the Political ’, Delhi

Advisory Board:
•	 Martin Fuchs, University of Erfurt, Germany
•	 Jörg Gengnagel, University of Würzburg, Germany
•	 Christina von Hodenberg, German Historical Institute London, London
•	 Shail Mayaram, formerly at Centre for the Study of Developing Societies, Delhi
•	 Awadhendra Sharan, Centre for the Study of Developing Societies, Delhi
•	 Ravi Vasudevan, formerly at Centre for the Study of Developing Societies, Delhi

ICAS:MP is an Indo-German research collaboration of six Indian and 
German institutions funded by the German Federal Ministry of Education 
and Research (BMBF). It combines the benefits of an open, interdisciplinary 
forum for intellectual exchange with the advantages of a cutting-edge research 
centre. Located in New Delhi, ICAS:MP critically intervenes in global debates 
in the social sciences and humanities.

The research on which this work is based was funded by the German 
Federal Ministry of Education and Research (BMBF) through the M. S. 
Merian–R. Tagore International Centre of Advanced Studies and its initiative 
‘Metamorphoses of the Political: Comparative Perspectives on the Long 
Twentieth Century’ (ICAS:MP).
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Books in the Series:
•	 Twenty-First-Century Media Aesthetics and the Political*
	 Edited by Ravi Sundaram
•	 Sober State: Origins of Alcohol Prohibition in India
	 Darinee Alagirisamy
•	 Shifting Landscapes: Education and Urban Transformations in India*
	 Geetha B. Nambissan, Nandini Manjrekar, Shivali Tukdeo and Indra Sengupta
•	 Elusive Democracy: Dalit Politics, Elections, and the Dilemmas of Representation
	 Michael A. Collins
•	 Women and Colonial Law: A Feminist Social History, 2nd Edition*
	 Janaki Nair
•	 Through the India–China Border: Kalimpong in the Himalayas
	 Prem Poddar and Lisa Lindkvist Zhang
•	 Claiming the People’s Past: Populist Politics of History in the Twenty-First Century
	 Edited by Berber Bevernage, Eline Mestdagh, Walderez Ramalho, and 

Marie Gabrielle Verbergt
•	 Evacuee Cinema: Bombay and Lahore in Partition Transit, 1940–1960
	 Salma Siddique
•	 Women, Gender and Religious Nationalism
	 Edited by Amrita Basu and Tanika Sarkar
•	 Streets in Motion: The Making of Infrastructure, Property, and Political Culture 

in Twentieth-century Calcutta
	 Ritajyoti Bandyopadhyay
•	 Rule of the Commoner: DMK and Formations of the Political in Tamil Nadu, 

1949–1967
	 Rajan Kurai Krishnan, Ravindran Sriramachandran, and V. M. S. 

Subagunarajan
•	 Saffron Republic: Hindu Nationalism and State Power in India
	 Edited by Thomas Blom Hansen and Srirupa Roy
•	 Properties of Rent: Community, Capital and Politics in Globalising Delhi
	 Sushmita Pati
•	 The Secret Life of AnOther Indian Nationalism: Transitions from the Pax 

Britannica to the Pax Americana
	 Shail Mayaram
•	 Debt, Trust and Reputation: Extra-legal Finance in Northern India
	 Sebastian Schwecke

*	Funding from the German Federal Ministry of Research, Technology and Space 
(BMFTR – Bundesministerium für Forschung, Technologie und Raumfahrt) through the 
M.S. Merian – R. Tagore International Centre of Advanced Studies ‘Metamorphoses 
of the Political’ (ICAS:MP) made it possible for this book to be published open access, 
making the digital version freely available for anyone to read and reuse under a Creative 
Commons licence. The findings/views/opinions expressed in this book are solely those 
of the respective authors/contributors/editors and do not necessarily reflect those of 
the Max Weber Stiftung or ICAS:MP.
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TWENTY-FIRST-CENTURY MEDIA 
AESTHETICS AND THE POLITICAL
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