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EDITOR’S INTRODUCTION 

Mary McGroarty 

Overview of Volume 24 
 
Has language pedagogy advanced since the topics included here were last 

addressed in the Annual Review of Applied Linguistics in 1998 (Vol. 18)? Yes, in 
many directions, as a survey of these contributions reveals. Even with respect to the 
traditional “four skills,” discussed in the first section, professional understanding of 
best practices is now more differentiated with respect to both purposes and means of 
language instruction, in part because of advances based on recent related research. 
Vandergrift’s review gives some sense of the interrelationships and the differences 
between learning to listen and listening to learn in a second language and explores 
the directions pedagogy may take. Regarding instruction in speaking skills, 
McCarthy and O’Keeffe provide insights into the impact of corpus-based language 
research on materials available and related pedagogical options. Grabe uses current 
research in reading to derive 10 propositions with good potential for instructional 
improvement and further research as a basis for practice. Silva and Brice document 
the explosion of interest in and research attention to second language writing and 
identify many potential areas for future investigation. 

 
Research on the long-established “four skills” is now complemented by 

related research on the systems of language that contribute to fluent and effective 
language use. Chapters in the second section reveal something of the breadth of 
recent applied research into the structural systems of language, whether 
phonological, grammatical, or lexical, that has provided insights of considerable 
potential for language pedagogy. Jenkins’s distinction between core and non-core 
elements of pronunciation and intonation opens an avenue for empirically based 
pedagogy that can move beyond the debates regarding the relevance of native 
speaker models to better illuminate aspects of intelligibility.  Nassaji and Fotos show 
that recent research on grammar teaching, long a staple activity in language classes, 
helps us to better grasp critical and variable roles of exposure to models, types of 
practice, and roles and types of feedback in influencing learner mastery. By 
identifying the directions taken by recent research in vocabulary teaching and 
learning, Read helps us appreciate once more how greatly setting and purpose for 
language study affect the relevance of lexical knowledge, now much more clearly 
illuminated through corpus-based research, and points out that vocabulary research is 
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just beginning to grapple with issues of teaching word combinations as opposed to 
individual lexical items. 

 
Setting of language study and purpose for language instruction determine 

many pedagogical practices, but formal and informal pedagogies invariably also 
reflect aspects of social relations as well as linguistic preoccupations in the larger 
social context. Chapters in the third section show how thoroughly many questions 
related to language pedagogy have also come to incorporate and reflect attention to 
additional educational and social issues, to a greater or lesser degree. Even in the 
design of language instruction developed for specific student groups, Belcher shows 
persuasively that the social and critical turn observed in many other settings has 
informed recent discussions of English for specific purposes. Simmons-McDonald 
illustrates key issues related to the teaching of standard varieties for creole and 
vernacular speakers and shows that there is a role for innovative methodologies that 
draw on traditional local genres (and even incorporate aspects of contrastive 
analysis) in supporting learner growth, particularly mastery of literacy in standard 
varieties. Seidlhofer’s exploration of the question appropriate model(s) for language 
pedagogy draws on the growing awareness that English as a lingua franca brings 
with it consequential decisions about how a language used for communication among 
many groups of people, none of whom are native speakers, should be learned and 
taught. 

 
Chapters in the final section also address matters of pedagogy through a 

variety of lenses, including classroom processes, program design, and the preparation 
of language educators. Kern, Ware, and Warschauer show that the questions related 
to the roles of technology in supporting language instruction are no longer if but how 
and why particular uses of technology may suit a particular instructional context. In 
reviewing the literature on content-based instruction, Stoller provides a sense of the 
breadth of models available and the wealth of research questions ripe for 
investigation. Classroom processes related to collaboration are the focus of Donato’s 
paper, which offers insight into both varying definitions and results of collaborative 
work across several types of language classrooms and illustrates some of the many 
questions deserving further investigation. Many discussions of educational reform 
highlight the relevance of constructivism as a guiding philosophy for both classroom 
instruction and teacher preparation; Kaufman’s discussion shows that this 
perspective, now common in academic considerations of general educational reform 
and of improvements in math and science instruction, also has relevance to language 
instruction that has yet been fully exploited.  Finally, in considering issues related to 
the preparation of teachers for immersion language programs, Erben provides an 
account of the many innovative programs in which several of the trends mentioned 
by other scholars here, among them new uses of technology, optimal combinations of 
language and content teaching, increased attention to the nature and topic of 
collaboration, and questions related to overall instructional goals and philosophy 
converge as they shape programs to prepare immersion educators. Taken as a group, 
all the papers in this volume attest to the genuine advances in language pedagogy 
achieved in recent years, growing awareness of the many important applications of 
technology that can be integrated into language teaching, increased sophistication 
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with respect to interrelationships between language instruction and social setting, and 
the continued centrality of issues of teacher preparation. In addition, each 
contribution outlines some of the many research directions needed to extend the 
relevant knowledge base and refine pedagogical practice. Future discussions of 
language pedagogy in ARAL will, it is hoped, build on some of the foundations set 
out here.  

 
 Procedural Notes 

 
Although no single volume can capture the diversity of  relevant research 

conducted worldwide, one of ARAL’s continuing goals is to attest to the international 
nature of scholarship in applied linguistics. Hence, when inviting prospective 
authors, contributors from many geographic areas are regularly sought. In extending 
invitations to contribute, the Editorial Directors and members of the Editorial 
Advisory Board work with the editor to identify prospective authors, regardless of 
location, whose publication record demonstrates their command of current research 
on topics identified for review. With this volume, I am pleased to welcome Numa 
Markee, a renowned scholar who will serve as a representative of the American 
Association for Applied Linguistics, to the ARAL Editorial Directors. The collective 
wisdom of this group is largely responsible for the breadth of ARAL contributions. 

 
Another purpose of ARAL is to serve as a research tool for specialist readers.  

Readers wishing to locate recent discussions of particular topics should consult the 
Contributor Index for Volumes 14–23, included at the end of this volume, to see 
which authors and topics have appeared in the last 10 years. Comprehensive indexes 
for author citations covering the last five years and for the subjects discussed in the 
last ten years can be consulted through the ARAL section of the Cambridge Journals 
Web site:  http://journals.cambridge.org/jid_APL. These indexes should prove useful 
to ARAL readers in tracing some of the lines of influence in applied linguistics in 
recent years and in locating references related to particular topics. 
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