
ENTANGLED LIFE IN TWENTY-FIRST-CENTURY
FICTION: A MULTI-SCALAR POETICS

Liliane Campos argues that contemporary fiction is shaping a new,
multi-scalar view of life. In the early twenty-first century, humans face
complex relations of dependency with the invisibly small and the
ungraspably huge, from the viral to the planetary. Entangled Life
examines how anglophone fiction imagines this ecological inter-
dependence. It outlines an emergent poetics across a range of genres,
including realist fiction, science fiction, weird fiction, and dystopian
fiction. Arguing that literary form performs epistemic and ethical
work, Campos analyses the rhetorical strategies through which these
stories connect human and nonhuman scales. She shows that fiction
uses three recurrent devices – critical synecdoche, ontological meta-
lepsis, and scalar irony – to shape our awareness of other scales and
forms of life, and our response-ability towards them.

This title is also available as open access on Cambridge Core.

liliane campos is a lecturer in English studies at Sorbonne
Nouvelle University and a Fellow of the Institut Universitaire de
France. She is the author of The Dialogue of Art and Science in Tom
Stoppard’s Arcadia (2011) and Sciences en Scène (2012), and a co-editor
of Life, Re-Scaled: The Biological Imagination in Twenty-First-Century
Literature and Performance (2022).
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As the cultural environment of the twenty-first century comes into clearer focus,
Cambridge Studies in Twenty-First-Century Literature and Culture presents
a series of monographs that undertakes the most penetrating and rigorous
analysis of contemporary culture and thought.

The series is driven by the perception that critical thinking today is in a state of
transition. The global forces that produce cultural forms are entering into
powerful new alignments, which demand new analytical vocabularies in the
wake of later twentieth-century theory. The series will demonstrate that theory
is not simply a failed revolutionary gesture that we need to move beyond, but
rather brings us to the threshold of a new episteme, which will require new
theoretical energy to navigate.

In this spirit, the series will host work that explores the most important
emerging critical contours of the twenty-first century, marrying inventive and
imaginative criticism with theoretical and philosophical rigour. The aim of the
series will be to produce an enduring account of the twenty-first-century
intellectual landscape that will not only stand as a record of the critical nature of
our time, but also forge new critical languages and vocabularies with which to
navigate an unfolding age. In offering a historically rich and philosophically
nuanced account of contemporary literature and culture, the series will stand as
an enduring body of work that helps us to understand the cultural moment in
which we live.
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