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editorial comment 

T
h e  new European Political 
Science (EPS) is q u ick ly tak ing  
shape .  Although  l a u nched with 

vol . 1 ,  no .  1 in  a utu m n  2001, th is  issue 
has  a new ed itori a l  team ,  a new boa rd 
a n d  a c lea rer  idea of its m iss io n .  

M a rt i n  Rhodes,  Professor o f  P u b l i c  
Po l i cy at  the  E u ropea n U n ivers i ty 
I n st itute ( E U I )  i n  F lorence ,  has  jo i ned 
J im Newe l l  as  co-ed i tor, and b ri n g s  
w i t h  h i m  the  fu l l  back ing  o f  the E U I  
a n d  its Presi d ent,  Yves M e n y  ( a l so  
cu rrent Cha i r  of the ECPR executive) ,  
a s  we l l a s  t h e  co l l a b o rat i o n  of  
Jacq u e l i n e  Gordon (ed itori a l  ass is­
tant)  and Peter Ken nea ly  (who  w i l l  
e d i t  a n e w  sect ion  o n  ' Informati o n ') .  
The new boa rd h a s  been put  together  
with severa l objecti ves i n  m i n d : to  
g ive a you nger  generati o n  of sch o l a rs 
a n  opport u n i ty to m a ke a m ajor  con ­
tr i but ion  t o  th i s  ventu re ;  t o  encou ra g e  
i n put  from as  w ide  a ra n g e  a s  possi b l e  
o f  E u ropea n cou ntri es ;  a n d  t o  stri ke a 
b a l a nce between d i fferent a reas  of the  
d isci p l i ne ,  and ,  of cou rse ,  between 
gende rs .  We a s  ed i tors a re look i n g  
forwa rd t o  work i ng  with th i s  new 
tea m ,  a s  wel l a s  with our  exist i n g  
g ro u p  o f  correspond i n g  ed i tors, i n  
p ro moti n g  t h e  a m b it ious  a g e n d a  to 
wh i ch  we a re com m itted . 

That agenda has  been spurred on  
a n d  enco u raged by the ideas and  
advice put forward by our  we l l  w ishers 
i n  the fi rst issue of EPS .  I n  l i n e  with the 
recom mendat ions of Jea n B londel ,  we 
asp i re to contribute to the debate on 
the futu re of E u ropea n po l i t ica l  sc ience 
by enco u rag i ng  crit ica l a n a l yses of the 

d isci p l i n e  - in  both its o rg a n isati ona l  
and  i nte l l ectua l  aspects - w ith i n  a n d  
across E u ropean cou ntries .  Concern i n g  
org a n i sat ion a n d  structu re, there a re 
many issues to spotl i g ht, as  a lso i n d i ­
cated b y  V irg i n i a  Sap i ro i n  her  g reet­
i ngs  to the journa l .  These i ncl u d e  the 
contin u ed existence of many ba rriers 
to u pward and  cross-bord er mob i l ity i n  
a p rofess ion wh i ch (a long  with the rest 
of the u n ivers ity sector) is m uch better 
at study ing  E u ropean i nteg ratio n  than  
i mp lement ing some of i ts  fundamenta l 
p ri nc i p l e s ;  d eteri o rat i n g  ca re e r  
prospects for you n g  scho l a rs i n  m a n y  
cou ntries and  p o o r  rewa rds for exce l ­
lence;  a n d  t h e  need for stronger  lead­
ers h i p  i n  creati ng  a v igorous ,  tru ly  
E u ropean research com m u n ity that i s  
a l s o  sensit ive t o  nationa l  d i vers ity a n d  
i nte l l ectua l  trad itions .  

B londe l  a lso menti o n s  the reform 
of u n d e rg ra d u a te c u rr i c u l a ,  t h e  
cha n g i n g  n e e d s  of g ra d uate tra i n i ng 
a n d  the need to avo id  cou ntry-spec if­
i c  ' p a roch i a l i s m '  i n  po l i t ica l rese a rch . 
I n  forthcom i n g  issues we w i l l  not o n ly 
p rov ide  a foru m for com menta ry a n d  
debate on  these matters, but  a l so a 
' l etters' sect ion  i n  w h i c h  o u r  readers 
ca n a rt icu l ate the i r  own o p i n i o n s .  

EPS shou l d  be more t h a n  a foru m 
about  issues i nterna l  to the p rofess ion ,  
however, l est se lf- reflect ion  degene r­
ate i nto i ntrospectio n .  We w i l l  there­
fore bear c lose ly i n  mind B londe l 's ca l l  
for g reater p rofess iona l  v is i b i l ity a n d  
the need to forge a stronger  l i n k  
between t h e  academy a n d  t h e  ' rea l  
worl d '  of po l it ics . Th i s  po int  was a l so 
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made by Peter M a i r  i n  h i s  wa rn i ng 
aga i nst the emergence of a ra refied 
and ivory-tower bound pO l it ica l sc i­
ence,  and by Donate l l a  d e l l a  Porta i n  
rem i n d i n g  u s  that  t h e  ch a n g i n g  
nature o f  po l it ics a n d  democrat ic par­
t ic ipat ion req u i res a reth i n k i n g  of 
som e  of our bas ic  too l s  of a n a lys i s .  To 
th is  e n d ,  we w i l l  enco u rage  d i scus­
s ion and debate of the l i n ks between 
the p rofession  and the wider wor ld of 
po l i t ics,  a nd its i nfl u ence on  p u b l i c  
a uthorit ies a n d  other  pr ivate a n d  
p u b l i c  sector a ctors .  T h e  capacity of 
the p rofession  to g rasp  the cha n g i n g  
nature o f  conte m pora ry po l it ics w i l l  
a lso be a d d ressed . 

As Ne l son  Po lsby  a n d  A l b e rta 
Sbra g i a  po i nted out in i ssue n o .  1, 
boosti n g  the externa l  or ientat ion of 
E u ro p e a n  p o l i t i ca l  sc i ence  a l so  
i n c l u d es d i a l o g u e  with the profess ion  
e lsewhere i n  the worl d .  That  d i a l o g u e  
beg i n s  i n  th i s  i s s u e .  I n  w h a t  i s  b o u n d  
t o  be j u st the fi rst stag e  of a d ebate 
a bout  the 'America n isati o n '  of the p ro­
feSS i o n ,  a n  Amer ica n  ( a l be i t  very cos­
mopo l i ta n )  po l i t ica l sc ient ist - P h i l i ppe 
Sch m i tter - d efends  the p a rti cu l a r  
tra d i t ions  o f  E u ropea n po l i t ica l sc ience 
a g a i nst  w h a t  h e  ca l l s  a ' s kewed 
tra n sa t l a n t i c  converg e n ce towa rd 
Ameri ca n concepts, assu m pt ions  a n d  
methods'. But  a defe n ce o f  w h a t  i s  
va l u a b l e  i n  E u ropea n d i ffe re n ce 
shou ld  not,  a s  Arend Lij p h a rt warns ,  
prov ide  a n  excuse for E u rocentri s m ,  
but  rather  a b o l d e r  assert ion of w h a t  
i s  best i n  E u ropea n po l i t ica l  sc ience .  
We welcome fu rther  contr i but ions  to 
th i s  d ebate from po l i t i ca l  sc ient ists in  
both E u rope and the U S .  

W e  a l so we lcome contr i but ions  to 
a d i a l ogue  between po l it ica l sc ie n ce 
a n d  d i fferent d i sc i p l i nes a n d  su b-fie l ds  
(as  reco m m e n d ed by B i rte S i i m ) .  And 
we we lcome too reflect ions  o n  the 
d iv i de  ( po i nted to by both S i i m  a n d  
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Kaa re Strom ) between a n a lys is  rooted 
in d i verse i dent it ies a n d  po l i t ies ,  a n d  
t h a t  w h i c h  seeks ever more p a rs imo­
n i o u s  a n d  a bstract theoreti ca l state­
ments a bout  the worl d . W h i l e  we w i l l  
be SO l i c i t i n g  a rt ic les  o n  a l l  of these 
themes, and seek to p resent ' sy m ­
pos ia '  o n  such  d i sc i p l i n a ry a n d  sub ­
d i sc i p l i n a ry issues,  we a l so we lcome 
s u b m i ss i o n s  that  a d d ress  these 
d ebates w i th i n  - and beyo n d  - the 
po l i t ica l sc ience com m u n ity. 

Fi na l ly, EPS w i l l  respond in a con ­
crete w a y  t o  t h e  ca l l  b y  both B londe l  
and  Max Kaase for further  i nvestment 
i n  comparative resea rch and  g reater 
access to the kind of data that w i l l  p ro­
pel  i t  forward . I n  a new sect ion on  
' Information '  ed ited by Peter Kennea ly  
of  the EUI ,  we wi l l  be provid i n g  both a 
reg u l a r  u pdate on new d ata sou rces 
and  modes of access, as wel l  as  a 
foru m for d i scussion of the q u a l it ies a n d  
p itfa l l s  o f  d ifferent data bases b y  those 
who have used the m .  In  do ing  so we 
hope fu rther  to fac i l itate the compara ­
tive resea rch agenda that t h e  ECPR h a s  
a lways endeavoured t o  promote . 

Jim Newell a n d  Martin Rhodes 
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