Peasants to Paupers

On the northern periphery of Nairobi, in southern Kiambu County, the
city’s expansion into a landscape of poor smallholders is bringing new
opportunities, dilemmas, and conflicts. Drawing on extensive ethno-
graphic fieldwork, Peter Lockwood examines how Kiambu’s ‘workers
with patches of land’ struggle to sustain their households as the sky-
rocketing price of land ratchets up gendered and generational tensions
within families. The sale of ancestral land by senior men turns their
would-be inheritors, their young adult sons, into landless and land-poor
paupers, heightening their exposure to economic precarity. Peasants to
Paupers illuminates how these dynamics are lived at the site of kinship,
and how moral principles of patrilineal obligation and land retention fail
in the face of market opportunity. Caught between joblessness, land
poverty, and the breakdown of kinship, the book shows how Kiambu’s
young men struggle to sustain hopes for middle-class lifestyles as the
economic ground shifts beneath their feet. This title is available as open
access on Cambridge Core.

Peter Lockwood is a Hallsworth research fellow in political economy at
the University of Manchester. His current research studies land specu-
lation, finance, and fraud on Nairobi’s urban frontier. He is the co-
curator of Nairobi Becoming (2024), a multi-authored ethnographic
portrait of the city. He has been published in Current Anthropology,
Fournal of the Royal Anthropological Institute, and Africa.

Downloaded from https://www.cambridge.org/core. UNIVERSIDAD AUTONOMA METROPOLITANA, on 16 Nov 2026 at 21:38:14, subject to the
Cambridge Core terms of use, available at https://www.cambridge.org/core/terms. https://doi.org/10.1017/9781009643467


https://www.cambridge.org/core/terms
https://doi.org/10.1017/9781009643467
https://www.cambridge.org/core

THE INTERNATIONAL AFRICAN LIBRARY

General Editors

LESLIE BANK, Human Sciences Research Council, South Africa
HARRI ENGLUND, University of Cambridge

DEBORAH JAMES, London School of Economics and Political Science
ADELINE MASQUELIER, Tulane University, Louisiana

HELENE NEVEU-KRINGELBACH, University College London
DAVID PRATTEN, University of Oxford

Managing Editor
STEPHANIE KITCHEN, International African Institute, London

The International African Library is a major monograph series from the
International African Institute. Theoretically informed ethnographies,
and studies of social relations ‘on the ground’ which are sensitive to
local cultural forms, have long been central to the Institute’s publica-
tions programme. The IAL maintains this strength and extends it into
new areas of contemporary concern, both practical and intellectual.
It includes works focused on the linkages between local, national and
global levels of society; writings on political economy and power; stud-
ies at the interface of the socio-cultural and the environmental; analyses
of the roles of religion, cosmology and ritual in social organisation; and
historical studies, especially those of a social, cultural or interdisciplinary
character.

For a list of titles published in the series, please see the end of the book.

Downloaded from https://www.cambridge.org/core. UNIVERSIDAD AUTONOMA METROPOLITANA, on 16 Nov 2026 at 21:38:14, subject to the
Cambridge Core terms of use, available at https://www.cambridge.org/core/terms. https://doi.org/10.1017/9781009643467


https://www.cambridge.org/core/terms
https://doi.org/10.1017/9781009643467
https://www.cambridge.org/core

Peasants to Paupers
Land, Class, and Kinship in Central Kenya

Peter Lockwood

University of Manchester

International African Institute, London
and

UNIVERSITY PRESS

Downloaded from https://www.cambridge.org/core. UNIVERSIDAD AUTONOMA METROPOLITANA, on 16 Nov 2026 at 21:38:14, subject to the
Cambridge Core terms of use, available at https://www.cambridge.org/core/terms. https://doi.org/10.1017/9781009643467


https://www.cambridge.org/core/terms
https://doi.org/10.1017/9781009643467
https://www.cambridge.org/core

" CAMBRIDGE

@Y UNIVERSITY PRESS

Shaftesbury Road, Cambridge CB2 8EA, United Kingdom
One Liberty Plaza, 20th Floor, New York, NY 10006, USA
477 Williamstown Road, Port Melbourne, VIC 3207, Australia

314-321, 3rd Floor, Plot 3, Splendor Forum, Jasola District Centre,
New Delhi — 110025, India

103 Penang Road, #05-06/07, Visioncrest Commercial, Singapore 238467

Cambridge University Press is part of Cambridge University Press & Assessment,
a department of the University of Cambridge.

We share the University’s mission to contribute to society through the pursuit of
education, learning and research at the highest international levels of excellence.

www.cambridge.org
Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9781009643474

DOI: 10.1017/9781009643467
© Peter Lockwood 2026

This publication is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception and to the provisions
of relevant collective licensing agreements, with the exception of the Creative Commons
version the link for which is provided below, no reproduction of any part may take
place without the written permission of Cambridge University Press & Assessment.

An online version of this work is published at doi.org/10.1017/9781009643467 under
a Creative Commons Open Access license CC-BY-NC 4.0 which permits re-use,
distribution and reproduction in any medium for non-commercial purposes providing
appropriate credit to the original work is given and any changes made are indicated.
To view a copy of this license visit https:/creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0

‘When citing this work, please include a reference to the DOI 10.1017/9781009643467
First published 2026

Cover image: Land use in Kiambu County, Kenya. Photograph by Peter Lockwood.
A catalogue record for this publication is available from the British Library

A Cataloging-in-Publication data record for this book is available from the Library
of Congress

ISBN 978-1-009-64347-4 Hardback

Cambridge University Press & Assessment has no responsibility for the persistence
or accuracy of URLs for external or third-party internet websites referred to in this
publication and does not guarantee that any content on such websites is, or will
remain, accurate or appropriate.

For EU product safety concerns, contact us at Calle de José Abascal,
56, 1°, 28003 Madrid, Spain, or email eugpsr@cambridge.org

Downloaded from https://www.cambridge.org/core. UNIVERSIDAD AUTONOMA METROPOLITANA, on 16 Nov 2026 at 21:38:14, subject to the
Cambridge Core terms of use, available at https://www.cambridge.org/core/terms. https://doi.org/10.1017/9781009643467


http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org/9781009643474
http://www.cambridge.org/9781009643474
http://www.cambridge.org/9781009643474
http://dx.doi.org/10.1017/9781009643467
http://dx.doi.org/10.1017/9781009643467
http://dx.doi.org/10.1017/9781009643467
http://dx.doi.org/10.1017/9781009643467
http://dx.doi.org/10.1017/9781009643467
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0
10.1017/9781009643467
10.1017/9781009643467
https://www.cambridge.org/core/terms
https://doi.org/10.1017/9781009643467
https://www.cambridge.org/core

