CLIMATE POLITICS

By exploring the dynamic relationships between politics, policymaking, and policy over
time, this book aims to explain why climate change mitigation is so political and why
politics is also indispensable in enacting real change. It argues that politics is poorly under-
stood and often sidelined in research and policy circles, which is an omission that must be
rectified because the policies that we rely on to drive down greenhouse gas emissions are
deeply interconnected with political and social contexts. Incorporating insights from politi-
cal economy, sociotechnical transitions, and public policy, this book provides a framework
for understanding the role of specific ideas, interests, and institutions in shaping and driv-
ing sustainable change. The chapters present examples at global, national, and local scales,
spanning from the 1990s to 2020s. This volume will prove valuable for graduate students,
researchers, and policymakers interested in the politics and policy of climate change miti-
gation. This title is also available as Open Access on Cambridge Core.
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‘Caroline Kuzemko marvelously draws on international political economy, sociotechnical
transitions and public policy to show why mitigation politics have remained poorly
understood in the past, and why politicisation is key for designing effective policies going
forward. This book is an indispensable read for scholars of climate politics and anyone who
takes an interest in fighting dangerous climate change.’

Professor Andreas Goldthau, University of Erfurt

‘Accessibly and engagingly written, this book expertly guides the reader through the

complex world of climate politics, combining interdisciplinary theoretical insights and

astute empirical observations to show how and why we have to place politics centrally in
understanding societal responses to the threat of climate change’.

Professor Peter Newell, University of Sussex, author of

Power Shift and States of Transition
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