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The British Institute at Ankara (BIAA) supports, enables and 
encourages research in Türkiye and the Black Sea region in a wide 
range of fields including archaeology, ancient and modern history, 
heritage management, social sciences and contemporary issues in 
public policy and political sciences. Founded in 1948, the BIAA was 
incorporated in the 1956 cultural agreement between the Republic 
of Türkiye and the United Kingdom. The BIAA is one of the British 
International Research Institutes (BIRI). It has offices in Ankara 
and London, and a dedicated staff of experts from a wide variety of 
academic and cultural backgrounds. 

The Institute’s premises in Ankara also provide a Centre for Research 
Excellence for use by scholars and students, including a library of 
ca 65,000 volumes and laboratories for studying faunal and botanical 
material. Its extensive research collections include pottery, botanical, 
faunal and epigraphic material, all of which can be accessed online, as 
well as photographic and fieldwork archives, and maps. 

The Institute uses its financial, practical and administrative resources 
to conduct high-quality research. The overall focus of the research 
sponsored by the BIAA is on history, society and culture from 
prehistory to the present day, with particular attention to the ideas of 
Türkiye as a crossroads, Türkiye’s interactions with the Black Sea 
region and its other neighbours, and Türkiye as a distinctive creative 
and cultural hub in global and neighbourhood perspectives. The BIAA 
supports a number of projects grouped within its Strategic Research 
Initiatives, which reflect current research concerns in the international 
and UK academic communities. These are: Cultural Heritage, Society 
and Economy in Türkiye; Migration, Minorities and Regional 
identities; Interconnections of Peace and Conflict: Culture, Politics 
and Institutions in National, Regional and International Perspectives; 
Anglo-Turkish Relations in the 20th Century; Climate Change and 
the Environment; Habitat and Settlement in Prehistoric, Historical 
and Contemporary Perspectives; Legacy Data: Using the Past for the 
Future. The Institute also offers a range of grants, scholarships and 
fellowships to support undergraduate to post-doctoral research.

The BIAA is an organisation that welcomes new members. As its 
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monographs distributed by Casemate and a 30% discount on books 
relating to Türkiye published by I.B. Tauris; use of the Institute’s 
facilities in Ankara, including the accommodation, library, laboratories 
and extensive research and archival collections; attend all BIAA 
lectures, events and receptions held in London or elsewhere in the 
UK; nominate candidates for and stand for election to the Institute’s 
Council; and discounts on Turkish holidays organised by travel firms 
closely associated with the BIAA.

Membership including subscription to Anatolian Studies costs £50 
per year (or £25 for students and unwaged). Rates are valid through 
calendar year 2026. 
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