Readers’ attention is also drawn to the revised note on
transliteration inside the back cover. We have sought to make
a clearer distinction between anc. names, where British Library
conventions are more appropriate (although exceptions are
made for common usage), and mod. Greek, where current
conventions for the transliteration of demotic produce results of
greater use to the reader in cross-referencing maps and primary
literature. Throughout, we have made exceptions for personal
names where an author has expressed a strong preference. The
result is perhaps less consistent, but certainly more natural and
of greater practical use in research.

This year, AR has been written by 3 officers of the BSA, the
Director, the Knossos Curator, Don Evely, and the Assistant
Director, Robert Pitt. We are, as ever, grateful to Heinrich Hall
for German translation and the exercise of a sharp editorial eye,
to John Hayes, for final proof-reading, and to Jessica Piccinini
for emergency translation of an Italian contribution. All
remaining translations are our own. The staff of the BSA
offered invaluable support: the librarian, Penny Wilson
Zarganis, compiled lists of publications, Tania Gerousi collated
press cuttings, George Bruseker (IT Officer) prepared illustra-
tions, Vicki Tzavara liaised with contributors and Helen Clark,
the School Secretary, provided administrative support to the
compilers and proof-read the entire text with a critical eye. This
has been a true team effort, and we are very grateful to all for
their hard work. Last but not least, the authors warmly thank the
production editor, Gina Coulthard, for her tolerance and
humour.

Catherine Morgan
The British School at Athens

MUSEUMS

National Museum, Athens
The temporary exhibition on Praxiteles, transferred from the
Louvre, was shown from 25% July-31* October, with a new
catalogue edited by N. Kaltsas and G. Despinis (Athens,
Ministry of Culture/National Archaeological Museum, 2007).
Two new permanent exhibitions, of the Egyptian and
Stathatos collections, were opened on 14™ May 2008. The
Egyptian collection was one of the first to be held by the
National Museum, and is the only one of its scope and quality
in Greece. It was substantially enhanced by large gifts from
lIoannis Dimitriou (1880) and Alexandros Rostovi¢ (1904), and
is now regarded as one of the finest in the world. Around one
fifth of the 6,000 artefacts in the collection are now on display
in 2 rooms. The Stathatos Collection, which spans the PH to
post-Byz periods, but consists primarily of jewellery and metal
objects (especially Hel jewellery from Karpenissi and
Thessaly), is now more fully displayed in entirely refurbished
galleries.

New Acropolis Museum

With the new building complete, the transfer of antiquities from
the old museum on the Acropolis began in October 2007,
amidst huge public interest. The spectacle of a chain of 3
cranes moving some 246 large items (113 tons) and 4,200
smaller marble items alone (124 tons) and the gradual opening
of museum space to the public has engaged wide interest in the
process of creating a new museum. The building itself
continues to cause controversy both for its design and its
location (see e.g. Ergon [2007], 113-24), and was strongly
defended by its architect, Bernard Tschumi, in a lecture given
at the Megaron Mousikis in October 2007 (7a Nea [09/10/07]).
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The Foundation of the Greek Parliament in collaboration
with the Epigraphical Museum staged an exhibition "ESo§ev
] Boudl kai 16 &nuco (Athenian Democracy Voiced
Through its Inscriptions), with complementary collections of
material displayed in the new gallery of the Foundation
(Mitseon 1) and in the museum. The catalogue (M.
Lagogianni-Georgakarakos® and K. Bouraselis [eds], "ESo&ev
T Bouldp «kai T& Orjuco [Athens, Epigraphical
Museum/Athens University, 2007]) includes a complete set of
photographs and transcriptions.

Archaeological Museum of Thessaloniki

The designs of the new thematic exhibitions reported in AR 53
([2006—-2007], 61-62) are discussed in detail by a number of
contributors to AEMTh 20 (2006).

ATHENS
by Robert K. Pitt

CENTRAL ATHENS
(1" EPCA: 1¥ EBA)

Acropolis. A translation of the 1962 Gr edition has been
published of S.E. lakovidis, The Mycenaean Acropolis of
Athens (Athens, ASA, 2006).

A report on the Propylaia restoration project is now
available: M. loannidou, The Restoration of the Propylaia of
the Athenian Acropolis (Athens, Ergon IV, 2007).

Anc. Agora. J.M. Camp (ASCSA) reports on the 2007 season
of excavation.

In section BZ south (Fig. 1) 2 primary areas were investi-
gated: the N—S road and the areas W of the road. In the road,
we continued to take down the very hard-packed gravel
surfaces, mostly of the 4™ Ct AD. In doing so, we fully exposed
the later water supply lines found in earlier seasons, one of
terracotta and 2 of lead. These will all have been for fresh water
and were probably pressure lines. Lower down, we cleared
more of the deep street drain and, at the extreme N, another
subsidiary channel entering it from the W. All these channels,
both supply and drainage, were in use in the 4™ or 5™ Ct AD.

To the W, we explored deeper fills under the Rom levels. In
one area we exposed a fairly well-preserved pyre, of the type
known from across the anc. street and in other areas of the
Agora. They are usually deliberately buried under the floors of
private houses or commercial buildings and the example found
this year seems to date to the L4™ or E3™ Ct BC. It contained
a lamp, a drinking cup, a pyxis and several of the characteristic
unglazed plates, cooking pots and small saucers.

In section BZ north we excavated mostly Cl and Hel levels in
and behind the Cl commercial building. One of the major gains
of the season was to establish beyond doubt that the commercial
building extended this far N. More of its E back wall was
exposed, along with several cross-walls and we can now speak
with some confidence of at least 6 rooms/shops set side-by-side
along the E side of the street. An intermediate phase of the
building was uncovered in the form of a draw-shaft and part of
the tunnel of a Hel cistern complex found outside the building to
the E. It was of standard form, a vertical shaft waterproofed with
a good hard white mortar. The shaft itself was ca. 0.75-0.9m di.,
preserved to a d. of ca. 2.5m. The tunnel runs off to the NW and
may be heading to a collapsed cistern located within the building
itself. The tunnel showed signs of collapse about 1m from the
draw-shaft and will have to be explored in future seasons. Fill
within the shaft suggests that it went out of use in the 2" half of
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the 3™ Ct BC. A wall of the 1% Ct BC/AD was eventually built
over the mouth of the draw-shaft. Finds from this season in this
area included several lead and terracotta tokens or seal
impressions. In the Agora we have about 900 examples,
carrying a wide range of symbols and depictions. Some of this
year’s finds were of types previously known, such as one
showing a round shield decorated with the letter A (Fig. 2). This
type is part of a series showing shields, breastplates, helmets and
greaves, thought to have been used for issuing armour from the
state arsenal. Other examples found this year are more unusual,
in particular a small lead token with the stamped depiction of a
‘Gallic’ shield, recognizable from its elongated oval shape and
the central spine (Fig. 2). Such shields were used by N invaders
into Greece in the 270s BC, usually referred to as Gauls or Celts.
They were largely turned back by the Greeks (especially the
Aitolians and Athenians) at Thermopylai in 279 BC, though a
small contingent attacked Delphi and was driven off with divine
help (Pausanias 10.19-23).

In section I" we continued to explore the building tradition-
ally identified as the Strategeion, as well as the slight remains
of Cl buildings lying somewhat to the E. In the ‘Strategeion’
we excavated a series of well-preserved levels in the E part of 3. Athens, agora: terracotta token
the building, presumably successive floors covering its period

0 1cm

2. Athens, agora: token showing a round shield 4. Athens, agora: lower part of a rf lebes gamikos
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of use. This included a pit full of marble chips, itself overlying
a pit filled with amphorae. Parts of at least 6 were recovered;
though found in fragments, at least some of the amphorae seem
to have been deposited while still whole. From their shapes,
several seem to have come from the N Aegean — perhaps from
Thasos — while 2 others are recognizable as coming from
Chios. One had an incised inscription on the shoulder: a ATT
ligature followed by 3 vertical strokes (= 53), presumably a
measure of volume or cost. Associated bg pottery found in the
pit (Pheidias mug, stamped bowl, unglazed plate with moulded
rim) suggests that it was filled in the L5"™ Ct BC, though the
amphorae are said by Mark Lawall to be from the 1% quarter of
the 4™ Ct BC. Elsewhere, fill under the floor went down as
much as 3m, producing pottery of the L8" and E7" Cts BC.
The Strategeion’, carved out of bedrock at the W, was set over
a surprisingly deep gully in its E part.

Further E, we began to explore a series of small irregular
buildings, in part to determine if they represent houses, shops
or public buildings. There are at least 2 phases. The earlier
remains, only partly explored, consist of the rubble walls of
buildings in use in the 4™ and 5™ Cts BC, lying W of the main
road, which at that time led into the Agora square from the SW.
These remains were replaced by walls of more substantial
construction, presumably in the LCI or Hel period. In the M2™
Ct BC, when the Middle Stoa was built, the line of the old road
to the E was covered and the road was shifted W, covering
much of this area with a succession of hard-packed gravel
surfaces. Small finds from section I this year included lead
weights, terracotta (Fig. 3) and lead tokens, bone eyelets, the
lower part of a rf lebes gamikos (Fig. 4) and part of the marble
eye from a trireme.

ARCHAEOLOGY IN GREECE 2007-2008 7

In section BH (Fig. 5) we cleared the last of the 10%/11%" Ct
walls and other Byz installations (Fig. 6) and began to go
lower, into LRom fills. Here, further excavation confirmed
what we suspected last year, that we have uncovered a stretch
of the back wall of the Stoa Poikile, the first new section to
become visible since the W end of the building was found over
25 years ago. The new part found this season consists of 2
adjacent blocks from the outer face of the back wall of the
building, made of limestone and originally joined at the ends
with a double-T clamp. They are orthostat blocks, i.e., from
the first standing course of the wall. The back faces are
finished with a drove (flat-faced chisel), while the top surfaces
have been finished with a claw chisel. Each block has a
projecting boss left on its outer face. The difference in the
tooling and the presence of bosses so low down leave open the
possibility that the blocks are reused. Blocks in secondary use,
presumably made available by the Persian destruction of
Athens, were found in the W foundations. The tops of the new
blocks lie ca. 1.3m higher than any part of the building seen to
the W.

To the SE, the top of a limestone unfluted column shaft ca.
0.6m di. appeared below the Byz walls, lying very close to the
projected placement of an interior lonic column of the stoa and
also apparently in situ (Fig. 7). It stands to a level of ca.
53.2masl, much higher than anything seen to the W. If it is in situ,
then we are unlikely to see the E end of the building, which can
lie no closer than 4m NE of the column, beyond the present limits
of the trench. As this column falls 44m from the W end, the
minimum /. of the stoa must be 48m. In any case, at present it
looks as though the E part of the building, where we are presently
excavating, is appreciably better preserved than further W.

6. Athens, agora: Byz installations in section BH
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5

7. Athens, agora: top of a column shaft of the Stoa Poikile

The identification of the stoa remains controversial, with
several scholars preferring to see the remains as those of another
missing stoa, the Stoa of the Herms. The identification as the
Poikile rests first on Pausanias (1.14—15), who described it
during his visit to Athens in ca. 150 AD. After referring to the
Hephaisteion as being on the hill above the Royal Stoa, he
describes in order a sanctuary of Aphrodite Ourania, a gate
carrying a trophy of the Athenian cavalry over the Macedonians
and the Stoa Poikile. He then moves on to describe a series of
monuments which lies to the E, under mod. Plaka. We have the
sequence of monuments noted by Pausanias: sanctuary, gate and
stoa, in the order in which he saw them, moving towards the E.
The archaeological evidence corresponds to what we know
from other anc. sources (Agora 11, nos 47-98) concerning the
history of the stoa. It was built at the time of Kimon’s
ascendancy, that is in the 470s or 460s BC, and it survived until
L antiquity, at least until the time of the Bishop Synesius, who
saw the building (though not the paintings) in the years around
AD 400. Pottery found against the foundations and under the
floor at the W indicates a construction date around 470 BC and
the building certainly stood until the 6™ Ct AD. Finally, the
numerous anc. references (50) indicate that the Poikile was a
well-known and prominent building, used for a variety of public
functions. The present remains of a large stoa (over 44m)
facing S, overlooking the Agora square and the Acropolis,
correspond to such prominence.

The Stoa of the Herms seems also to have been standing in
the 5" Ct BC, at the time of Kimon (Aeschines III, 183—85),
and it is referred to in several Hel inscriptions. Pausanias does
not describe it, however, nor does it appear in any source of the
Rom period, leaving open the possibility that it did not survive
the siege of Sulla in 86 BC, in which case the archaeological
evidence for our stoa would not match the history of the Stoa of
the Herms.

Publication: J.K. Papadopoulos, The Art of Antiquity: Piet de
Jong and the Athenian Agora (Princeton, ASCSA, 2007).
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Kerameikos. A further volume is published: F. Ruppenstein,
Kerameikos 18. Die submykenische Nekropole: Neufunde und
Neubewertung (Munich, Hirmer, 2007).

ATTICA
(2" EPCA: 1% EBA)
by Robert K. Pitt

CENTRAL AND SOUTHWESTERN ATTICA

Voula. Eleftherotypia (18/05/07) reports the excavation on
Vari avenue of an anc. market place in the anc. deme of Halai
Aixonides (4R 53 [2006-2007], 8). The complex (1,500m?)
dates to the 5™ and 4™ Cts BC and comprises a series of rooms
and a small temple around an open square.

To Vima (30/03/08) reports on the excavation of a plot of 1
stremma which has uncovered 28 graves of the anc. cemetery
of Halai Aixonides dating from the 5" and 4" Cts.

Vari. A number of recent excavations around the anc. cemetery
of Vari at Kaminia, between Varkiza and Vari, have brought to
light a series of Myc graves. Two related walls converge
towards an artificial hill which may conceal a tholos tomb.

SOUTHERN ATTICA (LAVREOTIKI)

Thorikos. R. Laffineur (Belgian School/Liége) reports that a
topographic plan of the Myc necropolis on the Velatouri hill
has been completed, giving a complete record of all tombs.

Between the peribolos wall of tomb V and the group of 2
upright stones of prassinite on the SE, a stone (now moved to
the Lavrion Museum) was found which the excavator interprets
as having inscribed Linear B numerals upon it. To the SW of
the Myc necropolis, on the NW slope of the Great Velatouri, 4
squares were opened. In square G56b8, intentionally placed
stones suggest a tomb which remained either unused or was
emptied in a later phase (thus explaining the absence of almost
all material). Alongside the N section of square G56a8, a rich
inhumation of the LGeo period was identified (Fig. 8). A
cylindrical pit was dug deep into the natural bedrock and is
related to a small platform upslope, bordered by a flat stone on
the SE. Reddened earth and charcoal from atop the platform
suggest a ritual funerary installation. A large amphora
decorated with lines and horizontal bands in a washy paint
contained bone and teeth fragments, whitened by incineration.
Between the platform and the shoulder of the amphora, a black-
painted cup and a pyxis were found, decorated with zones of
lines and meanders (Fig. 9). A bronze fibula was found in the
filling of the cylindrical pit and a gold ring shaped as a simple
ribbon was deposited at the bottom.

Cleaning took place at the Thorikos settlement and
industrial quarter under the direction of R. Docter (Ghent)
and P. Jossif (Belgian School). The area to be cleaned was
restricted to the E sector of the settlement. Work on the
‘industrial’ road revealed traces of chariot wheels. A lekythos
was found in SW corner of room E of the oikos, probably
coming from the lower part of the wall. Fieldwork continued
in the W sector of the shrine of Hygeia and to the S of the Street
of the Herms. Particular attention was given to the cleaning of
washery 1, cistern AO, the settling tanks and to the ergasteria
of the surrounding area.
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