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No invitations having been received, it was left to the Hon. Secretary to fix the
date and place of the 2928 meetings.

A letter was read from Mrs. Simpson conveying thanks for letter of sympathy
received from the Division.

Document B of the proposal, referred to the Divisions by the Council to appoint
annually Chairmen of Divisions who would be Vice-Presidents of the Association,
was considered ; it was explained that the Vice-President would be one of the
Divisional Representative Members of Council. It was recommended that chair
men of Divisions should be members of not less than to years' standing. All
queries in the document were unanimously approved.

Dr. BRUNTONbrought forward a proposal that the date of the Autumn Nursing
Examinations be altered to the last Monday in November and the first Monday

in December. He stated that at present he had to hold a course of lectures in
August, September and October to prepare candidates for the examination, but
thesewere the main holidaymonths forthe teachingstaffand thereforeit was
difficult to train the candidates and to maintain the proper care of the patients.

It was resolved that Dr. Brunton's proposal be forwarded to the Council for
consideration.
Dr. E. MILDRED CREAK reada paper,â€œ¿�ClassicalMentalSymptoms arisingfront

GrossBodilyDisordersâ€•(videp.94).
Dr. T. WISHART DAVIDSON reada paperon â€œ¿�CardiacInfarction.â€•Specimens,

photographsand X-ray filmswere shown (videp.92).
The CHAIRMANcongratulated and thanked both Dr. Creak and Dr. Davidson

fortheirinterestingcommunications.
Afterthemeetingmembers were kindlyentertainedto teaby Mrs.Brunton.

SCOTTISH DIVISION.

THE A UTUMN MEETING of the Scottish Division was held in the Royal College
of Physicians,Queen Street,Edinburgh,on Friday,December 2,2927.
There were presentDr. Hamilton Marr (the Presidentof the Association),

Dr. W. M. Buchanan (DivisionalSecretary),and 27 othermembers. Dr. M. A.
Bliss,St.Louis,U.S.A.,was presentasa visitor.
Dr. R. D. Hotchkis,DivisionalChairman,occupiedtheChair.
Beforetakingup theordinarybusinessof the meeting,theChairman feelingly

referredtothedeathofDr.J.CarlyleJohnstone,theoldestmember oftheDivision,
and for 32 years Medical Superintendentof the Roxburgh DistrictAsylum,
Melrose. Prof. G. M. Robertson and Dr. Donald Ross also paid tribute to Dr.
CarlyleJohnstone'smemory, referringin particularto hischarm of disposition,
hisliteraryand artistictastes,and hiswork at the Roxburgh DistrictAsylum, for
the trainingof nurses,and forthe passagethrough Parliamentof the Asylums
Officers'SuperannuationAct. It was unanimously resolvedto recordin the
MinutesthattheMembers oftheScottishDivisionof the Royal Medico-Psycho
logicalAssociationdesireto expresstheirdeep senseof thelosssustainedby the
death of Dr. CarlyleJohnstone,and theirsympathy with the members of his
familyin theirbereavement. The Secretarywas instructedtosendan excerptof
theMinute totherelatives.
The MinutesoflastDivisionalmeetingwerereadand approved,and theChairman

was authorized to sign them.
Apologiesforabsencewere intimatedfrom Drs. T. C. Mackenzie,H. Carre,

J. H. C. Orr, and R. B. Campbell.
The business committee was appointed, consisting of the nominated member of

Council,thetwo representativemember of Council,theChairman of theDivision,
Dr. W. M. McAlister,and theDivisionalSecretary.
Dr. R. B. Campbell and Dr. NeilT. Kerr were nominated forthe positionof

Representative Members of Council, and Dr. W. M. Buchanan was nominated for
thepositionofDivisionalSecretary.
The meeting then took intoconsiderationthe proposalto establisha Clinical

Committee to organizeClinicalMeetingsin the Division. On the motion of Dr.
Keay, seconded by the President,it was unanimously resolvedto adopt the
proposalsubjectto modificationto meet localconditionsin the Division,and it

LXXIV. 12

https://doi.org/10.1192/bjp.74.304.177 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1192/bjp.74.304.177


178 NOTES AND NEWS. [Jan.,

was remitted to the Business Committee to consider the question and report with
recommendations.

The meeting unanimously approved of the proposal to appoint annually five
Vice-Presidents, one by each Division, the Vice-President so elected to be also
Chairman of the Division electing him. With regard to the details of the scheme,
these were also unanimously approved except (i) that the Division considered
that no term of years of membership should be laid down to make a member
eligible for election as Vice-President, and (2) that the duty of a Vice-President
â€œ¿�to make a point of becoming personally acquainted with all new members of

his Division, etc.,â€• should be modified by the insertion of the words â€œ¿�so far as
possible,â€• in front of â€œ¿�make,â€• in view of the scattered nature of the hospitals in
the Scottish Division.

An invitation was extended to the Division to hold its next meeting at the
Crichton Royal Institution, Dumfries. Dr. Easterbrook was thanked for his
invitation, and it was agreed to hold the Spring Meeting at Dumfries in May, 2928.

Prof. G. M. ROBERTSON delivered an address on â€œ¿�TheVoluntary Admission
of ParochialPatientsto theMental Hospitalsin Scotland.â€•Afterreviewingthe
historyof voluntaryboarderlegislationin Scotland,it was pointedout that
6o% ofprivatepatients(excludingservicepatients)arenow admittedvoluntarily
toScottishMentalHospitals,whiletheproportionofrate-aidedpatientsadmitted
voluntarily,though increasing,lastyear was only about 3%. The reasonsfor
thedifferencebetween thenumbers of parochialand privatevoluntaryadmissions
were then analysed. The advantagesof earlyvoluntaryadmissionwere pointed
out,and an eloquentplea was made for the extensionand encouragement of
itin parochialcases. An interestingdiscussionfollowed,taken partin by the
PRESIDENT, Drs. R. MARY BARCLAY, P. STEELE, DONALD Ross, S. R. MACPHAIL,
J. H. SKEEN,C. J. SHAWand M. A. BLIss, all of whom desired to see an exten
sionof the voluntarysystem to allparochialpatients.
A voteofthanksto theChairman terminatedthebusinessofthemeeting.

IRISH DIVISION.

THE AUTUMN MEETING of the Irish Division was held at the Royal College of

Physicians,Dublin,on Thursday,November 24,2927.
Dr. D. L. Kelly,Inspectorof Mental Hospitals,IrishFree State,and i2 other

members were present.
Dr.J.O'C.Donelanhavingbeen calledtotheChair,theminutesoftheprevious

meetingwere readand approvedand signedby theChairman.
A letterofapologyforunavoidableabsencewas readfrom Lieut.-Col.Dawson,

who kindlyforwardeda valuablecommunication rethebusinessofthemeeting.
Correspondencefrom theSecretaryoftheAssociationretheelectionofDivisional

Secretary and Representative Members of Council was read, also a recent communi
cation re the recognition of the Nursing Certificate of the Association by the
General Nursing Council. Prof. Robertson's resolution anent this matter, which
was carriedby a largemajorityat theQuarterlyGeneralMeetingof the Associa
tion,held in London on November 27,was cordiallyapproved,and the Hon.
Secretary was directed to forward a letter to the General Nursing Council, asking
them to recognize the Certificate of the Association for registration, as they had
not setup any examiningbody oftheirown, and toaddressa similarlettertothe
MinisterforLocalGovernment.
The meeting then proceededto ballotforthe electionof two new members.

Dr. Keene and Dr. Millswere appointedscrutineers.On a ballotbeingtaken,it
was declaredby them thatDr.MARION WHITE, AssistantMedicalOfficer,Portrane,
and Dr. JOSEPH KEARNEY, AssistantMedicalOfficer,TirconaillDistrictMental
Hospital,were electedmembers oftheAssociation.
The meetingnextconsidered,clauseby clause,a memorandum retheestablish

ment of Divisional Clinical Meetings, and, as amended, it was directed that the
memorandum be now issued to the medical superintendents of all mental hospitals
in Ireland,with a coveringletterstatingthatitwas desirablethatthey should
bringitprominentlybeforetheircommittees,and urge stronglyupon theircom
mittees the necessity for doing all in their power to establish and assist these
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