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Introduction

As in most countries, 2020 in Norway was dominated by the Covid-19 pandemic. Besides
the pandemic, the most important political event was that the right-wing populist party, the
Progress Party/Fremskrittspartiet (Frp), left government. The party entered government for
the first time in 2013 in a coalition led by the Conservative Party/Hgyre (H) Erna Solberg,
and left government after seven years in 2020 due to a disagreement about bringing home
a so-called Islamic State (IS) woman and her two children.

Election report
There was no election in Norway in 2020
Cabinet report

In January 2020, Norway’s Cabinet consisted of a coalition of four political parties that
together had a majority in Stortinget (Parliament). The coalition was led by Prime Minister
Erna Solberg of the Conservatives, and it included the right-wing populist Progress Party,
as well as two centrist parties: the Liberal Party/Venstre (V) and the Christian Democratic
Party/Kristelig Folkeparti (Krf). On 24 January, the Progress Party decided to withdraw from
the governing coalition (see below), and PM Solberg formed a new government consisting
of the three remaining coalition partners.

Parliament report

There were some minor changes in the composition of Parliament in 2020, mainly due to MPs
from the Progress Party returning to Parliament. The gender balance increased somewhat,
from 41 per cent to 44 per cent, due to the Progress Party returning female ministers to the
Stortinget at the expense of male temporary deputies, but also changes in the three other
governing parties increased the proportion of women in the Stortinget.
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Political party report

Liberal Party leader Trine Skei Grande resigned and was replaced by new leader Guri Melby.
The Green Party/Miljppartiet De Grgnne (MGD) changed its leadership from having two
‘spokespeople’ to having an actual party leader, like the rest of Norway’s major political
parties. Une Bastholm became leader in 2020.

Institutional change report

There were no major institutional changes in 2020.

Issues in national politics

At the beginning of 2020, Norway’s Cabinet consisted of four political parties that together
had a majority in the Stortinget (Parliament). The governing coalition was led by Prime
Minister Erna Solberg of the Conservatives, and it included the right-wing populist Progress
Party, as well as two centrist parties: the Liberals and the Christian Democrats. The centre-
right gained a majority in Parliament in 2013 and retained a slimmer majority in the 2017
election. After two different constellations of minority governments, it was not until January
of 2019 that all four parties were included in a coalition. Tensions in the coalition were
obvious throughout 2019 (Bergh and Karlsen 2020), especially between the two centrist
parties, on the one hand, and the Progress Party, on the other.

Immigration policy is one issue where the strains within the coalition were particularly
stark. It is a defining issue for the Progress Party, which consistently advocates for a stricter
immigration policy, whereas the two centrist parties hold more liberal views. In January
2020, the government faced a decision over whether to bring home a woman who had been
a part of the so-called Islamic State (IS) in Syria. The woman, a Norwegian national of
Pakistani origin, was charged with terrorism offenses by the Norwegian authorities. She had
her children with her in the refugee camp, one of whom was said to be in need of healthcare.
A decision was made to bring the woman and her children to Norway, over the dissent of
the Progress Party. As a result of that decision, and internal deliberations within the party,
the Progress Party decided to withdraw from the governing coalition.

On 24 January, Prime Minister Solberg formed a new government of the three remaining
coalition partners. This was a unique event in Norwegian parliamentary history: that a party
withdrew from a governing coalition, but the remainder of the coalition continued to govern.
This unique circumstance was made possible by the fact that the Progress Party was unwilling
to support a centre-left government. By default, therefore, Solberg’s government had the
backing of a majority in Parliament.! The three-party minority government retained power
throughout 2020, and was soon faced with handling the Covid-19 pandemic.

As the pandemic spread around the world, and cases were also discovered in Norway,
the government implemented unprecedented lockdown measures on 12 March. As in most
countries, the rest of the political year was dominated by the pandemic. The swift lockdown
and the population’s broad adherence to measures, such as social distancing and working
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from home, led to a rapid decline in infections. Support for the sitting government, and Prime
Minister Solberg rose according to public opinion polls at the time.

The first few months of the pandemic saw limited political debate in Norway. The
government was in charge of both the handling of the pandemic and various economic
stimulus packages. There was some discussion and involvement of Parliament in the passing
of economic stimuli. Due to Norway’s large oil revenues and the ‘oil fund’ (The Government
Pension Fund Global), the government has ample resources to stimulate the economy and
to support businesses that were harmed by lockdown, without any deficit spending.

While Norway was hit with a second wave of infections in the fall, and lockdown
measures were lifted, reinstated and adjusted countless times in 2020, the general consensus
was that the country was successful at weathering the storm. The numbers of infections,
hospitalizations and deaths were lower than in most European countries. Voters generally
gave the government a positive evaluation of the handling of the pandemic, according to
surveys.

Most other political issues received far less attention in 2020 than they would in an
ordinary year. There were anti-racism demonstrations in June as part of the global Black
Lives Matter (BLM) movement. There was some debate in September about bringing
refugees to Norway from the refugee camp on the Greek island of Lesbos. Support for
the Center Party rose substantially in the polls toward the end of the year. The party,
which traditionally represents rural interests, was successful in criticizing the government for
various reforms that were seen as taking power and services away from local communities.
These arguments seemed to have some sway over voters even during the pandemic.

Note
1. There is no explicit parliamentary vote of confidence when a new government is formed.

This is sometimes referred to as ‘negative parliamentarianism’; governments are not
‘voted in’, but they can be voted out by a majority in Parliament.

© 2021 The Authors. European Journal of Political Research Political Data Yearbook published by John Wiley & Sons Ltd on behalf of European
Consortium for Political Research.

https://doi.org/10.1111/2047-8852.12325 Published online by Cambridge University Press


https://doi.org/10.1111/2047-8852.12325

JOHANNES BERGH & RUNE KARLSEN

298

"TZ0T ‘91SQoM S, JUSWUIIA0T UBIFOMION ‘Ou ua3urIaf3ar :001nog

%0°TS 88 %S St 01 %6'66 @ s[eIoL,
%L 8 %EEE 1 %9€l € (331 Bandaxjoq S1oistay fy1eq oneOWLQ UENSLYD)
%Ly 8 %L 99 C %9 €T € (A) a41sU2A Ayred reroqry
%091 Lz %6°Th € %8TE L (dr) topwdsyoysual] fyreq ssoi801g
%99 st %Y vy ¥ %6°0F 6 (H) 2ud0p] Ayreq 2anEAISSUOD)

% N £yred jo o, N % N
JuoWeI[Ieq Ul S}BaS uowoMm £q p[ay s1eas JouIqe)) Ul S)BdS 020¢ Arenuef ¢ uo uonisodwod 10puag/A1red ‘a
QUON

P [BHAISIUIN

020z Sutmp JouIqe)) [I[ S19q[0S
Slicliiifee) I9)SIUIW SUIWOdU] 9yep 3urodInp I9)stur surosinQ Jo uonisodwod ur soguey) D

wod yooqIeakeiepreonijod;:dny 10 £emION 10J ¥00qvaL VIV (VIO Y3 JO SUONHIPS snolaaxd 999

020¢ Arenuer T uo jaurqe)) I S1oqos jo uonisoduro) q
%0°CS 88 %S'SY (1) %6'66 (44 s[eiog,
%LY 8 %€'¢cE 1 %9°¢T € G n4vdaxyjoq 312151y K)1ed dnjRIOOWR(J URHSLIYD)
%Ly 8 %L'99 C %9°€l € (A) 24ISUIA Ky1ed Teroqry
%0°9T LT %6°Ch € %8TE L (dx1) Jouvdsuy S| fy1eg ssordoid
%9'9C ¥ %V vy 14 %607 6 (H) 2140 £11ed ADERAISSUOD
Kyred
% N 30 % N % N
JudWeI[IE] UI S}BdS uowom Aq p[ay s1eas jouIqe)) Ul S1BaS 020¢ Arenuef T uo uonisodwos repuag/Aireq v
uonI[eo)) FUIUUIA\ WNWIUIA jouIqe)) Jo odAy,
020¢ Arenuer 4 mun 020C Arenuef T woIj 9[qe) AQ PAIGA0D POLIS]
020¢ Arenuef 477 uonnjossIq 610¢ Arenuef g uondoouy jouIqe) Jo uonein(

0202 Ut AeMION] UI [T 810q[0S Jo uonisodwo jouiqe)) ‘7 JquL

© 2021 The Authors. European Journal of Political Research Political Data Yearbook published by John Wiley & Sons Ltd on behalf of European

Consortium for Political Research.

https://doi.org/10.1111/2047-8852.12325 Published online by Cambridge University Press


http://politicaldatayearbook.com
https://doi.org/10.1111/2047-8852.12325

SIeY

=N
A H AleIN 861 uosyes| gy uiglqioy, jo1U2uU12140d2P]DISOS SO -SP12qLYy [B100S puUE INOQeT JO I9ISTUTIA
H AN S96T UOS)IOATS J3ur-1190) 1o1uwa1vdopLiaysyf 8o -sSutimN POOJEIS pue SILISYSL] JO I9ISIUTIIA
A Srewo 1861 B9AN ur[os| 121U doP1123S1f SO -SSULIDN Ansnpuj pue apei], JO I9)SIUIA
Jorudwaravdopsdpyspaiaq £unoog
H orewa,J 8967 pUeTRIN BOTUOIN 8o -susnp o1[qQng pue 0NSN[ JO IISTUTA]
H oreuwra,f 9/61 opr1aIBS UOSYLIF U 121U UdIIDAIPSHY1IUI) ) SITeJJV USI0I0, JO IOISTUII
SOOIAIOS
H SN TL6T AIPH juog 121UV dIPSS10SUWIO 30 -aS]I] Q1)) pUE I[EIH JO IISIUTA
Jo1uUa140 doPSSULIISTUIIPOUL UOT}ESIUIOPOIA pUE
H AN 8L61 dnnsy TRJOYIN 8o -punuiwoyy JUSUWIUIOAOL) [BI0T JO IQISTUTIA
I orewa,J 1961 peissfjog 3ne[o Jo1uaun v dapiput So -syniqpuoy POO, pue 2IM)MOLIFY JO ISISTUIIA
uoneIdou|
A orewa g 6961 apuein 19[S QUL Jo1u12140dopsdpysuunyy pue uonesnpy Jo I9ISIUIA
A S[eIN SL6T eley PIQV Joruawarwdapangnyy Arenbyg pue a1y Jo I9ISTUIA
H SleN G961 Iouueg 2I10], uef Jo1udtaLIDdapsuvuL] 90UBUL] JO IO)SIUIA
.. H orewa,q 196T S10qJ0S euIg A0JUOY SUIAISTUIUUSIDIS IQISTUTA] QWILIJ
<
W TOISIUIN O[ILL [BLIISIUIA
Q
“ 020¢ Arenuer 7 9yep uondoour jourqe)) uo jauiqe) AJ S1eqjos jo uonsoduwo)) q
%009¢ 19 %0001 8 %0001 0¢ S[eloL,
%LV 8 %0'ST I %0°0C 4 (€25°0) navdayjoq 812151 K1red oneIOWR( URHSLIYD
%Ly 8 %008 4 %0°0C ¥ (A) 2438Ua £y1ed reroqry
%9°9C Sy %L1y S %009 4 (H) adoyg A)red aaneAIasUO)
% N Kred jo o N % N
juowellIeq Ul S)BOS uowom Aq p[ay s1eas jouIqe)) Ul s}eds 020¢ Arenuef ¢ uo uonisodwod 1opudgd/A1red v
uonieo)) AJIOUIN jouIqe)) jo odAy,
0202 12quIadd(J 1€ mun 0202 Arenuef 47 wor] 9[qe) AQ PIISA0D POLId]
1e9A 1) JO pud
91} 1B 901JO Ul [[NS uonnjossI 020¢ Arenuef ¢ uondoouy jouIqe)) jo uonein(

020C ut AemIoN ur AT 81990 Jo uonisodwon jouIqe)) g 2/qu[

© 2021 The Authors. European Journal of Political Research Political Data Yearbook published by John Wiley & Sons Ltd on behalf of European

Consortium for Political Research.

https://doi.org/10.1111/2047-8852.12325 Published online by Cambridge University Press


https://doi.org/10.1111/2047-8852.12325

JOHANNES BERGH & RUNE KARLSEN

300

‘1207 911SqQoMm S JUSWUIIA0S UBISOMION ‘OUUaFULIof3a1 :90I1N0g

%00 19 %007 3 %0001 0T s[eIoL,

%LY 8 %0°SC I %0°0C 4 (€55°) 1apdaxyjo.] 8112151y £y1ed oneroowdq uensLIYD)

%L 8 %0°0S 14 %0°0C v (A) 241U\ Kyred rexoqry

%9°9C Sy %LTH S %009 4! (H) audory K11Bd SABAISSUOD
% N Kxed jo o, N % N

JUOWIBI[IE] UI SJBAS

uowom £q p[ay syeos

jouIqe)) UI S1B9S

0207 19quao9(] T¢ uo uonisodurod 19puag/Aired

uoneIdojuy
pue
uoneusdisoy 0202 Jo1uawarwdapsdpysuuny  uoneonpg
A FlrWeg 861 £qroN o [PIBN ¢l A QW] 6961  SpuBl) [9Y§ oull JO I9JSIUIN
020¢
oI
€1 :918p poojeas
Furwoouy pue
"uoneuIISNY 0202 Jo1U12140 2112 S1f SOLIOYSL]
H S[eIN  $96T UesISrIqaduy PPO UWIENZ H S[eJN  G96T UQSIIQAIS oJUL-I100) 8o -sSunivp  Jo I9ISTUI
O3 [ELIS)SIUIA
91ep 020 Sutmp jourqe) Al
sjuQWIwo)) I9)stur Surwoduy  SurosinQ )siutwr guroding  81qqos jo uonisodwod ur sasuey) D
juowdoreae(g
I AN 0861 jueibel a3ur-Seq Jo1UUIa1IDdIPSY 14U ) [EUOT}RUIIU] JO IISTUTIA
uorjeonpg
H leN €861 wraysy JLIUO] Jo1ud12140dopsdpysuunyy IOUSIH pue yoIeasay] JO I9ISIUIA
peisjoq Jo U1V doPSSULIISTUIIPOUL uonesieNSIq pue juowdo[ora
H orewra,f LL6T pUeRRIPH epury 8o -ppunuioyy [euoI3aY] JO I9ISTUIA
JUSUIUOIIAUG
A AN 1861 uIBAd}0Y Sunuroag 1o1uua10dopBlinu So -vuatyyy pue 9)ewI]) JO IQISTUIN
H Jrewo 9861 nnig eUL], 121U dop13.19ua S0 -2[]0) A310Ug pue WNJ[01}9 JO IAISIUIA
3 leIN L61 aprerey PV Inu3] Jo1U2U12110doPS|2SPLAfUIDS j10dsuely, Jo 19ISTUIA
I AN G86T peisdoy Jo8uf 1ol3[ 1o uaLvdaparnunf So -auing SsoT[TuIe,] pue UaIp[Iy)) JO I9ISTUTIA
H SleIN S96T uasuaf-oyyeyg yuely 1OIUIUIDIID AIPSIDASIO] 90USJO(J JO INISTUTIA

© 2021 The Authors. European Journal of Political Research Political Data Yearbook published by John Wiley & Sons Ltd on behalf of European

Consortium for Political Research.

https://doi.org/10.1111/2047-8852.12325 Published online by Cambridge University Press


https://doi.org/10.1111/2047-8852.12325

—
o
IS}
1207 911SqQoMm S, JUSWRI[IBJ URISOMION ‘OU'JOFUIII0)S MMM :90INOS
'soAnRIU9sa1da1 97 Jo Auo S)SISu0d 210Ja19y) dnoid Arejuowrerpred
s A1req sso13oid oy, Juopuadopur ue se s}Is mou pue IOz ul A1red oY) woij pauFIsal ‘UIISIOT JIN ‘Seaneiudsaidar oewr s A1red $s01301d 9y} JOo dUuQ
‘Al 819q]0S Jo uonisoduwod 2y} ur sAFUBYD Sk [[om SB AT SI9q[OS JO UOTIIASUT 9} JO J[NSAI B SB ()7 JO PUL 1) 18 IoYSIY A[IYSI[S sem doue[eq Iopuas 9], :S9J0N
% VY SL %0001 691 %V1v 0L %0001 691 s[e10],
%0'00T T %90 I %0001 1 %9°0 T (Oaw)  ouudin aq 1ouwdsln fireq uaa1n
%6°ST L %091 LT %S'81 S %091 LT (dr1) 12140 dSI1Y S U] Kyreg ssorsord
%€ ¥ %9°9C Sy % 1TSS € %99¢ Sy (H) audoh £y1eq oaneArasuo)
- %0°SC C %Ly 8 %SCL 1 %LV 8 (A) 2438U2/ Kyred Tereqry
AWn %SLE € %Ly 8 %0°ST C %Ly 8 (dr31) 14pdoyj0.] 8121513 £y1ed onjeIoowd UENSLIYD
m %9°CS ()¢ %CT1 61 %9°CS 0t %CTTL 61 (ds) 114 d1211128 fyred onuo)
“ %0"67 (4 %0'6C 67 %06Y e %062 6 (dv) 1o1pdiap1aq Ly Kreq moqey
%19 %4 %S9 IT %9 4 %S9 I (AS) BApdo.SUIA ASUSIVISOS Kired poy 1s1[E100S
%00 0 %90 1 %00 0 %90 1 (a) oy Kyred pay oYL
% N % N % N % N Kyreg
USWOM v USWOM v
020¢ 1oquads( 1€ 00T Arenuer |

020C ut AemION Ul 723u11101s Jo uonisodwod 1opuagd pue A1red € 2jqu]

© 2021 The Authors. European Journal of Political Research Political Data Yearbook published by John Wiley & Sons Ltd on behalf of European

Consortium for Political Research.

https://doi.org/10.1111/2047-8852.12325 Published online by Cambridge University Press


http://www.stortinget.no
https://doi.org/10.1111/2047-8852.12325

JOHANNES BERGH & RUNE KARLSEN

302

020 'S1sqam s,£11ed [BI2q] 9} Puk S A11ed UQIIL) ) PUR ‘DIIUI)) I9)SITIY punsAguugig oy, :s90In0S

“19peo[ A11ed pajogro

sem ‘wjoyjseq du() ‘suosradsoyods IoUWIO} 0M] 9} JO U U0 1oped] A11ed o) Jo owr) sures oY) je [opow dIysIopea] s)1 PaydIMS A1Ied USDILD) AT, 910N

020¢

uno Aq roquaydog

A QTRURJ 86T AqreN paderder 9
Iope9]

Kyred Lindop

Po303]o sem

PEISWIOH PIUV

uostadsoyods

IourIoy

JMIYM ‘IopeI[

Kyred pajogfo sem

wpoyjseq ouN)

uosradsayods

IouLIO)

‘1opeo] A)1ed ouo

0} suosiadsayods

0OM] WOI}

aun 4q [epou drysiopeo|
pooerdax

020C

DA orewdy 9861 wijoyiseqg 1dv ¢z

orewoj
poudisoy

$I1 JUIYOIIMS 19)) 9[eW Q9G] PRISULIOY Py uosradsoyods O

Areq
[ereqry

19YS

6961 opueln) ouly,  I9ped A)Ied A

Kred
uo9In)

020z ut sodueys diysiopes] A1red q

£11ed Mmoqe|

AU} JO JOARIA QITA O[SQ IQWIOJ

e ‘peysoddr 1oo) se [[om se

‘sueroniod oneIooWa(J UBTISLIY)
Ioulo} AQ pajrels sem Ayred oy, peisaddry

S[eIN 7961

19q0300 #1 uo Ayred
[eonijod pa1olsigor
AJ[e1oyjo ue owresoq

Jo diysiopeo|
o) 1opun

wnLuag

1190 191140

020g ut soueyo [euonminsur Ajred v

0Z0z ur AemIiopN ur sonted reonijod ur soSuey) ¢ ajquy

© 2021 The Authors. European Journal of Political Research Political Data Yearbook published by John Wiley & Sons Ltd on behalf of European

Consortium for Political Research.

https://doi.org/10.1111/2047-8852.12325 Published online by Cambridge University Press


https://doi.org/10.1111/2047-8852.12325

