Part 111

Studying Sustainability Transitions

In Parts I and II, we have discussed key frameworks to conceptualize sustainability
transitions, and we dove into the dimensions that shape how transition processes
unfold. This Part III focuses on reflections and suggestions on how to study sus-
tainability transitions. This part is not intended to provide concrete approaches of
what one should do to study transitions, but rather on how to reflect upon the deci-
sions that are being made while approaching questions relevant for sustainability
transitions.

First, we’ll dive more into the ontological and epistemological debates within
sustainability transitions research. After that, we’ll be engaging with questions
about ‘systems’ and the role they play in research. Following, we’ll stay with the
systems, but take a closer look at system dynamics. Finally, this part ends with
an engagement with reflexivity and (non-)neutrality in sustainability transitions
research.
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