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J. Charles Alderson is professor of Linguistics and English Language
Education at Lancaster University. He is well known for his research and publications
in language testing, including 17 books and 86 articles in refereed journals and
chapters in books. He was director of the project that produced the IELTS test, was
director of testing at the University of Michigan and is currently adviser to several
examination boards and agencies in Europe. He is former president of the
International Language Testing Association and was awarded the ILTA Lifetime
Achievement Award in 2008. He was co-editor of the international journal Language
Testing, and co-editor of the Cambridge Language Assessment Series (Cambridge
University Press), in which his book Assessing Reading was published in 2000. A
Leverhulme Research Fellowship resulted in Diagnosing Foreign Language
Proficiency: The Interface between Learning and Assessment (Continuum Press) in
2005. His latest edited book, forthcoming in 2009 with Multilingual Matters, is The
Politics of Language Education: Individuals and Institutions.

Contact information: c.alderson@lancaster.ac.uk

Micheline Chalhoub-Deville is a professor in the Educational Research
Methodology Department at the University of North Carolina at Greensboro. She has
published in journals such as Language Testing, Language Learning, Annual Review
of Applied Linguistics, System, and World Englishes. She has published two edited
volumes: Issues in Computer Adaptive Testing of Reading Proficiency and Inference
and Generalizability in Applied Linguistics. She received the International Language
Testing Association (ILTA) Award for Best Article on Language Testing. She was
awarded the Outstanding Young Scholar Award by the Educational Testing
Service—TOEFL Program. She was invited to write one of two papers to
commemorate the 20th anniversary of Language Testing. She is a member of the
Editorial Boards for Language Testing and Language Assessment Quarterly. She is
the founder and first president of the Mid-West Association of Language Testers
(MwALT). She served on the ILTA Executive Board and the TOEFL Board. She was
also chair of the TOEFL Committee of Examiners.

Contact information: chalhoub.deville@gmail.com

Alister Cumming is professor and head of the Modern Language Centre at
the Ontario Institute for Studies in Education, University of Toronto. His research and
teaching focus on writing in second languages, literacy and assessment in classroom
and formal testing contexts, and curriculum evaluation, particularly of programs for
English as a second or foreign language. He has published extensively on these topics
as well as conducting various research and evaluation projects in Canada and
internationally. He currently serves as executive director for the journal Language
Learning and as chair of the TOEFL Committee of Examiners at Educational Testing
Service. His most recent books are Goals for Academic Writing (2006, John
Benjamins) and A Synthesis of Research on Second Language Writing in English
(with Ilona Leki and Tony Silva, 2008, Routledge).

Contact information: acumming@oise.utoronto.ca
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Alan Davies has been a member of staff in the University of Edinburgh since
1965 and is now emeritus professor of Applied Linguistics there. After a degree in
English at the University of Oxford and 7 years as an English teacher in the United
Kingdom and Kenya, he developed the English Proficiency Test Battery for the
British Council at the University of Birmingham. He has taught at universities in
Nepal and Hong Kong and was for 5 years director of the Language Testing Research
Centre at the University of Melbourne. He has served as editor of the journals Applied
Linguistics and Language Testing. His publications include the Dictionary of
Language Testing (co-author, Cambridge University Press 1999), The Native Speaker:
Myth and Reality (Multilingual Matters, 2003), The Handbook of Applied Linguistics
(co-editor, Blackwell, 2004), A Glossary of Applied Linguistics (Edinburgh
University Press, 2005), An Introduction to Applied Linguistics (Edinburgh University
Press, 2nd edition 2007), and Assessing Academic English (Cambridge University
Press and UCLES 2008). He currently holds a Leverhulme Emeritus Fellowship for
research into “Native Speakers and Native Users.”

Contact information: a.davies@ed.ac.uk

Hossein Farhady was an associate professor of applied linguistics at the Iran
University of Science and Technology (IUST) in Tehran, Iran. He received his MA in
TESL and PhD in Applied Linguistics from UCLA in 1978 and 1980, respectively.
His dissertation was titled Justification, Development, and Validation of a Functional
Language Proficiency Test. The Functional Language Proficiency Test was the first
test of its kind that was designed to measure linguistic and sociolinguistic competence
of the test takers. His major interest is research on various aspects of language
assessment. He has taught courses on language testing, research methods, and English
for specific purposes (ESP) at the master’s and doctoral levels for the last three
decades in Iran, Canada, Armenia, and the United States. He has also presented
papers in professional conferences such as TESOL, SLARF, AAAL, AILA, LTRC,
ECOLT, and SCALAR and has widely published on the issues related to language
testing. He has published more than 30 books and 50 articles on various topics in
applied linguistics in general and in language assessment, in particular. His first book
was with Evelyn Hatch, Research Methods And Statistics for Applied Linguistics, and
his latest publication is “Language Assessment: A Linguametric Perspective”
published in Language Assessment Quarterly. He has directed MA programs in
TEFL, served as a member of national curriculum development, assessment, and ESP
committees in the ministry of higher education, directed two nationwide research
projects on evaluating English as a foreign language (EFL) learning in Iran and
developing English for academic purposes (EAP) books for non-English-major
students in Iranian Universities, and supervised over 60 MA and PhD theses. He has
directed several test development and test validation projects in different places in the
world. Hossein Farhady retired in 2006 and joined Second Language Testing, Inc., in
the United States as a senior project manager. His present position is the associate
dean of the Department of English Programs at the American University of
Armenia.

Contact information: hfarhady@aua.am
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Glenn Fulcher is senior lecturer in Applied Linguistics in the School of
Education, University of Leicester, England. He is currently co-editor of Language
Testing with Catherine Elder (Melbourne). He was president of the International
Language Testing Association (ILTA) in 2006, serving as vice president in 2005. He
has published widely in applied linguistics journals, and his books include Testing
Second Language Speaking (Pearson, 2003) and Language Testing and Assessment:
An Advanced Resource Book (Routledge, 2007) with Fred Davidson. His monograph
Practical Language Testing will be published by Hodder Education in 2010. Before
studying applied linguistics and specializing in language testing, he studied
philosophy and theology at King’s College, London, and educational theory at
Christ’s College, Cambridge.

Contact information: gf39@leicester.ac.uk

Liz Hamp-Lyons is professor of English Language Assessment in the
Centre for Research in English Language Learning and Assessment. Her research and
publications have focused on writing pedagogy, writing assessment, and performance
assessment more broadly, especially school-based assessment of oral skills. She is
honorary professor of Education at the University of Hong Kong, and honorary
professor of English Language Education in the School of English Language
Education at the University of Nottingham.

Contact information: lizhl@hkucc.hku.hk

Hora Hedayati is a PhD candidate in Teaching English as a Foreign
Language at Alzahra University in Tehran. She received her MA from the same
university and her BA in English Translation from Islamic Azad University. She has
taught English as a foreign language at various levels, to all ages, in private institutes
over the past 7 years. She has been an instructor at Karaj Islamic Azad University
since September 2007 and has taught undergraduate courses in academic writing,
academic reading, linguistics, and research methodology. Her main research interest
is language testing with a focus on the application of technology in the assessment of
productive language skills. She has been a research assistant in the validation research
study on VERSANT, an automated test of spoken language, conducted in Iran in
2007.

Contact information: houra.hedayati@gmail.com

Neil Jones is assistant director, Cambridge ESOL Research and Validation.
He joined Cambridge ESOL in the 1990s, with a PhD from the University of
Edinburgh on the application of item response theory, which he put to good use
developing analysis systems and areas of innovation including item banking and
computer-adaptive testing. His current interests focus on the intersection of
assessment and learning, particularly in relation to the construction and use of
language proficiency frameworks. These include Asset Languages, a multilingual
assessment scheme developed as part of the United Kingdom’s national languages
strategy, and the Common European Framework of Reference for Languages. He is
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vice director of SurveyLang, a consortium currently working to deliver the European
Survey on Language Competences.

Contact information: Neil.Jones@surveylang.org

Antony John Kunnan (Ph.D., UCLA) is Professor of English language
education at California State University, Los Angeles, and the University of Hong
Kong. He was recently Fulbright Professor at Tunghai University in Taichung, Taiwan
and has taught previously at the University of Southern California and the University
of California, Los Angeles. He teaches courses and seminars on language assessment
and research methods for applied linguists. He has authored and edited eight books,
three special issues of journals, and over 30 refereed articles in journals (including
ARAL). He was president of the International Language Testing Association in 2004
and is currently the editor of Language Assessment Quarterly. E-mail: akunnan@
calstatela.edu

Contact information: akunnan@hku.hk; akunnan@calstatela.edu

Constant Leung is professor of Educational Linguistics at King’s College
London. He is director of the MA English Language Teaching and Applied
Linguistics Programme in the Department of Education and Professional Studies.
Before taking up teaching positions in higher education, he taught in schools and
worked as advisory teacher and manager in local government. His research interests
include education in ethnically and linguistically diverse societies, second/additional
language curriculum development, language assessment, language policy, and teacher
professional development. He has written and published widely on issues related to
ethnic minority education, additional/second language curriculum, and language
assessment nationally and internationally. Currently he is associate editor of
Language Assessment Quarterly and serves on a number of editorial boards of
international research journals.

Contact information: constant.leung@kcl.ac.uk

Jane Lockwood currently heads the Centre for Language in Education at the
Hong Kong Institute of Education. Her research interests relate to workplace
communication pedagogy and assessment practices. She completed her doctorate at
Hong Kong University, titled Language Training and Design in Evaluation Processes
in Hong Kong Workplaces, and has since worked in the Business Processing
Outsourcing (BPO) industry in the Philippines and India.

Contact information: lockwood@ied.edu.hk

Kate Menken is an assistant professor of Linguistics at Queens College of
the City University of New York (CUNY) and a research fellow at the Research
Institute for the Study of Language in an Urban Society at the CUNY Graduate
Center. She is also on the faculty of the Urban Education program of the CUNY
Graduate Center. She received her doctorate from Teachers College, Columbia
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University, specializing in Bilingual/Bicultural Education. Previously, she was a
teacher of English as a second language. Her research interests are in the areas of
language policy, bilingual education, secondary English language learners,
federal education reform, and high-stakes testing. Her recent book, published by
Multilingual Matters, is titled English Learners Left Behind: Standardized Testing as
Language Policy.

Contact information: kmenken@gc.cuny.edu

Nick Saville is director of Research and Validation at Cambridge ESOL,
where he has worked since 1989 after posts at the University of Cagliari in Italy and
in Japan. He has been the representative of Cambridge ESOL in Association of
Language Testers in Europe (ALTE) since it was established in 1990, and he has had
close involvement with the Council of Europe and European initiatives involving the
CEFR, Reference Level Descriptions for English (the English Profile Programme)
and the assessment of languages for migration and social cohesion. His current
research interests include corpus-based research within the English Profile
Programme and impact research related to the examinations of Cambridge ESOL. In
his thesis he has developed a model for investigating the impact of language
assessment within educational contexts by providers of public examination. He is
associate editor of Language Assessment Quarterly.

Contact information: Saville.N@cambridgeesol.org

Catriona Scott is a lecturer in Applied Linguistics and TESOL at Newcastle
University, where she teaches on modules in Language Testing and Assessment,
TESOL for Young Learners, Bilingualism and Bilingual Education, and Research
Methods in Applied Linguistics. Before returning to the United Kingdom to study at
the University of Bristol, she taught English as a foreign language (EFL) in Mongolia,
Romania, and the Czech Republic. Her research interests focus on the testing and
assessment of English as an additional/second language (EAL) learners, particularly
the impact of testing on teaching and learning, and the development of language and
literacy in multilingual contexts. Her publications include a review of international
frameworks for EAL/ESL assessment and papers on the effects of testing on EAL
learners in the UK primary mainstream context.

Contact information: Katie.Scott@newcastle.ac.uk

Since retiring in 2000, Bernard Spolsky, who is a professor emeritus at
Bar-Ilan University, has authored two monographs: Language Policy (2004) and
Language Management (2009) (both Cambridge University Press), co-edited (with
Francis Hult) the Blackwell Handbook of Educational Linguistics (2008) and (with
Yeon Hee Choi) two collections of essays on teaching English in Asia, and published
47 articles in journals and chapters in books, some co-authored. Once this issue of
ARAL is finished, he has agreed to start on a handbook on language policy. He lives
in Jerusalem, which has no golf course.

Contact information: bspolsky@gmail.com
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Lynda Taylor is a freelance language testing specialist and consultant to
University of Cambridge ESOL Examinations (Cambridge ESOL). Following an
early career in commercial translation and English language teaching, she completed
master’s and doctoral dissertations in applied linguistics and language assessment at
the University of Cambridge, United Kingdom. She has worked with Cambridge
ESOL since the mid-1980s both freelance and full-time, most recently as assistant
director of the Research and Validation Group helping to coordinate the research and
validation program for the organization’s language tests and teaching awards. She has
extensive experience of the theoretical and practical issues involved in L2 testing and
assessment, and has provided expert assistance for test development projects
worldwide, including courses in language assessment training for teachers, test
writers, and examination board personnel. She currently edits and manages the
Studies in Language Testing series published by UCLES/CUP.

Contact information: taylor.l@cambridgeesol.org
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