
BIOPOLITICS AND ANIMAL SPECIES
IN NINETEENTH-CENTURY LITERATURE

AND SCIENCE

Principles of species taxonomy were contested ground throughout the
nineteenth century, including those governing the classification of
humans. Matthew Rowlinson shows that taxonomy was a literary and
cultural project as much as a scientific one. His investigation explores
animal species in Romantic writers including Gilbert White and John
Keats, taxonomies in Victorian lyrics and the nonsense botanies and
alphabets of Edward Lear, and species, race, and other forms of
aggregated life in Charles Darwin’s writing, showing how the latter
views these as shaped by unconscious agency. Engaging with theoret-
ical debates at the intersection of animal studies and psychoanalysis,
and covering a wide range of science writing, poetry, and prose
fiction, this study shows the political and psychic stakes of questions
about species identity and management. This title is part of the Flip it
Open Programme and may also be available Open Access. Check our
website Cambridge Core for details.

matthew rowlinson is Professor of English at the University of
Western Ontario. He is the author of Real Money and Romanticism
(Cambridge University Press, 2010) and Tennyson’s Fixations:
Psychoanalysis and the Topics of the Early Poetry (1994). His edition
of Tennyson’s In Memoriam was published in 2014.
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Nineteenth-century literature and culture have proved a rich field for
interdisciplinary studies. Since 1994, books in this series have tracked the
intersections and tensions between Victorian literature and the visual arts, politics,
gender and sexuality, race, social organisation, economic life, technical innovations,
scientific thought – in short, culture in its broadest sense. Many of our books are
now classics in a field which since the series’ inception has seen powerful
engagements with Marxism, feminism, visual studies, post-colonialism, critical
race studies, new historicism, new formalism, transnationalism, queer studies,
human rights and liberalism, disability studies and global studies. Theoretical
challenges and historiographical shifts continue to unsettle scholarship on the
nineteenth century in productive ways. New work on the body and the senses, the
environment and climate, race and the decolonisation of literary studies, biopolitics
and materiality, the animal and the human, the local and the global, politics and
form, queerness and gender identities, and intersectional theory is re-animating the
field. This series aims to accommodate and promote themost interesting work being
undertaken on the frontiers of nineteenth-century literary studies, connecting the
field with the urgent critical questions that are being asked today.We seek to publish
work from a diverse range of authors, and stand for anti-racism, anti-colonialism
and against discrimination in all forms.

A complete list of titles published will be found at the end of the book.
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