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INTRODUCTION

This paper is an attempt to apply the methods of the theory of algebras to the
more general problem of the structure of semi-groups, i.e. systems with one
composition, satisfying the associative law.

In the first part, the ideas of "ideal" and "difference semi-group" (analogous
to difference, or quotient, ring) are borrowed from the theory of algebras, and an
analogous theory is developed. This part closes with the linking of this theory
with the earlier theory of finite semi-groups, due to Suschkewitsch.f

The second part deals with the theory of the simple semi-group (the analogue
of the simple algebra). Certain restrictions are placed on the simple semi-groups
considered, and the structure of the simple semi-groups satisfying these restric-
tions (termed completely simple semi-groups) is completely determined.

1. A set S is said to form a semi-group if it satisfies the following pair of
axioms:

I. If a, b are elements of 8, they define a third element of S which we
denote by ab and term the product of a and 6.

II. This product satisfies the associative law, i.e. if a, b, c are elements of

S.then a(bc)=iab)c.

In what follows we use the letters S, T to denote semi-groups and the letters
a,b, ...,x,y,zto denote elements of a semi-group.

1-1. The following definitions are elementary:
(a) The symbol an, where n is a positive integer, denotes an element defined

inductively as follows: a1 = a an+1 = ana.

Then it is easily proved that, as a consequence of II above, an satisfies the index

laws aman = am+n, (am)n = amn.
We term an a power of o.

t A. Suschkewitsch, "tlber die endlichen Gruppen ohne das Gesetz der eindeutigen
Umkehrbarkeit," Math. Ann. 99 (1928), 30-50.
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388 D. REES

(6) An element e is termed an idempotent if it satisfies the equation

e2 = e.

(c) An element 0 is termed the zero of a semi-group 8 if
(i) 0 is an element of 8,

(ii) Ox = x 0 = 0 for all elements x of S.
Then it is easily seen that the zero of S, if it exists, is uniquely defined. It is

also immediately clear that it is an idempotent.
(d) An element 1 is termed the identity of a semi-group 8 if

(i) 1 is an element of 8,
(ii) 1 x = x 1 = x for all elements x of 8.

Then the identity of S, if it exists, is uniquely defined and is an idempotent.

1-2. We now consider the properties of a semi-group 8 with the property that
every element of S is a power of a certain element a of S. We shall term a the
generator of S.

There are two possible cases. First, a may satisfy no equation of the form
am _ an (TO _£ ny j n {jjjs c a s e tbe elements an of 8 are in 1-1 correspondence with
the positive integers n. In this correspondence, the product of two elements x, y
of S corresponds to the sum of the integers corresponding to x, y. This gives a
representation of 8, as the set of positive integers, in which the product in the
sense of § 1 corresponds to the sum of the integers in the ordinary sense.

Secondly, a may satisfy a relation of the form a™ = an (n> m). If a satisfies
such a relation, choose one for which n is a minimum. Then clearly a, a2,...,an~1

are distinct elements of S. Write n =m + r. Then, by a simple induction, if q is
any positive integer, we have am = am+9r. Now, if N is any integer not less than m,
we may write it in the form N = m + qr + s (O^s<r). Then, by the above,

aN=am+s (1-201)

Then it follows that the semi-group consists of the n— 1 elements a, a2, ...,an~l.
Further, the r elements am, am+1,..., an~x form a cyclic group. For let u be the least
integer of the form qr + 1 greater than m. Write y = a". Then, by (1-201) above,
the set C consisting of the elements am,...,an~1 contains all powers of y. But,
since u is prime to r, the numbers u, 2u,..., ru, taken in some order, are equivalent
(mod r) to the numbers m,m+l, ...,n—l. Hence the elements y,y%,...,yr are
distinct from one another and coincide with the elements am, am+1,..., a™"1. Again,
applying (1-201) yTys = yByr = yr+s = ^

yTSyS = ySyT-B = yT ^ ^ j.)

Then the above shows that c is a cyclic group, generated by y, with identity yT.
Poole has termed m the order, and r the period of 8.
The powers of an element a form a semi-group of the type considered above.

If this semi-group is of the* second type, we say that a is of finite order. Then one
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immediate consequence of the above is that any semi-group containing elements
of finite order contains an idempotent.

1*21. It is convenient to give the following definitions here:
(a) An element a of a semi-group 8 is termed nilpotent relative to 8 if, for

some integer n, an = 0, where 0 is the zero of S. As it will usually be clear which
semi-group is meant the words "relative to S" will usually be omitted.

(6) A semi-group 8 is termed nilpotent if, for some n, 8n = O, i.e. if all pro-
ducts of n elements of S equal the zero element of S.

1-31. Let T be a set of elements of a semi-group 8 such that ST s T(TS^T).
Then we term T a left (right) ideal of S. If T is both a left and a right ideal
of S, we say that T is an ideal of S. If T contains at least one non-zero element
of 8, and also does not contain every element of 8, we term 8 a proper (left,
right) ideal of S. Unless otherwise stated, all ideals considered in this paper
are assumed to be proper ideals.

Let 8 be a semi-group and T an ideal of S. Let there exist another semi-group
8* and a correspondence between the elements of 8 and S* in which each element
of S determines an element of 8*, and each element of S* is determined by at least
one element of S. Further, let this correspondence have the following properties:

(i) Every element of T determines the same element of S*.
(ii) If two elements of 8 determine the same element of 8*, then both belong

toT.
(iii) If a determines a*, and b determines b*, then ab determines a*b*, i.e.

the correspondence between S and S* is a homomorphism.
It is clear that, given S and T, we can always find a semi-group 8* related to

8 as above. For take 8* as a set for which a correspondence with 8. can be defined
by (i), (ii) above. Define multiplication in 8* by (iii). Then it can readily be veri-
fied that this multiplication is associative. Further, it is clear that the element of
S* determined by T is the zero of 8*. It is also obvious that 8* is uniquely
determined, in the sense of isomorphism, by S and T. We term 8* the difference
semi-group of 8 modulo T, and write it as 8 — T.

1-32. LEMMA 1-321. / / Tlt T2 are two ideals of 8 such that TX~=>T2, then
(i) Tx - T2 is an ideal ofS- T2,
(ii) (S-TJ-M-TJzS-Ti.

Conversely, if S — T2 contains an ideal X, then the set Tx of the elements of 8 which
determine the elements of X is an ideal containing T2 and such that

S-T^iS-TJ-X.
(i) By the definition, we may consider Tx — T2 as a subset of 8 — T2, formed of

those elements of S- T2 which are determined by the elements of Tx. Let x* be
an element of Tx — T2, x an element of Tx determining it, a* an element of S - Tx,

25-2
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a an element determining it. Then ax and xa belong to Tx, since Tx is an ideal.
Hence a*x*, x*a* belong to Tx — T2, which is therefore an ideal of 8 — T2.

(ii) The product of the correspondences between 8 and 8 — T2, S — T2 and
(S - T2) - (Tx - T2) is a homomorphism between 8 and (£ - T2) - (Tt - T2) in which
(i), (ii) of § 1-31 are satisfied with T = Tx. Hence by definition

(S-TJ-^-TJ^S-T,.
Conversely, if x* is any element of X, a* is any element of $ — T2, and x, a are
elements of S determining x*, a*, respectively, it follows, since x*a*, a*x* belong
to X, that xa, ax belong to the set of elements of S determining the elements of X,
i.e. Tv Hence Tx is an ideal of 8. It is clear that X may be taken as Tx — T2.
Then, by (ii), (8-T^-Xs8-Tv

LEMMA 1-322. Let T be an ideal of a semi-group, and let R be a sub-semi-group
of the same semi-group. Denote by S the set-theory union RvT of R and T, and by
D the intersection RAT. Then Sis a semi-group of which T is an ideal, D is an ideal
of R and 8 — T^R — D.
Using the alternative notation (T, R) for the set-theory union, we have

S* = {T, Rf = (T2, TR, RT, R2) £ (T, R) = .8,
since T is an ideal of the enveloping semi-group. Hence S is a semi-group.

Since R is a semi-group, DR^R, RD^R. Since D^T, DR&T, RD^T.
Hence DR £ D, RDz D, i.e. D is an ideal of R.

All elements of S are either in T or R. Hence if we define a correspondence
between S—T, R — Dhj making elements correspond which are determined by
the same element (considered as an element of S in the first case and as an element
of R in the second case), with the addition, if necessary, that the element of S—T
determined by T is to correspond to the element of R — D determined by D, this
correspondence is easily seen to be an isomorphism between S—T and R — D.

The next lemma, both in statement and proof, is a complete analogue of
Zassenhaus's lemma in the theory of groups.

LEMMA 1-323. Let R, S be two svb-semi-groups of a semi-group, and letr,sbe
ideals of R, S respectively. Write

T = rv(R*S), t = rv(J?As),
U = SV(RAS), u = 3v(rA8).

Then t, u are ideals of T, U respetfivdy, and

T-t^U-u.
Since T s R, it follows that r is an ideal of T. Further, since s is an ideal of 8,

R A s is an ideal of R A S, as in Lemma 1-322. Hence
Tt=

Similarly
Hence t is an ideal of T.
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Now tv(RAS) = (rv(i?As))v(^A/Sf) = rv(R*S) = T.
Hence, by Lemma 1-322,

T-t^ RA8-{{RAS)AI).

But (i?A<S)A< = (R A S) A(r\/ (R AS)) = {(R A 8) Ar}v {(R A S) A(R As)}
= (TAS)V(RAS).

Hence T-t ^ RA8-{r AS)V(RAS).

U, u are obtained from T, £ by interchanging R, r with 8, s. Hence as above
we may prove that u is an ideal of U and that

U - u~RAS-(r AS) v(RAS).

Thus T-t^U-u.

1*33. Let 8 be a semi-group. Then, by analogy with the theory of groups, we
define a series of 8 to be a finite descending sequence of sub-semi-groups of 8,

S = S0^S^...^Sr,
where the last term of the series is taken to be the semi-group containing no
elements and 8i+1 is an ideal of St. We define the factors of the series to be the
difference semi-groups, Si — 8i+1 (i = 0,..., r — 1). The length of the series is the
number of factors. A refinement of the series is any series containing every term
8t of the original series. Two series are termed isomorphic if we can put their
factors in 1-1 correspondence so that corresponding factors are isomorphic. Then
we have

THEOREM 1-33. Any two series of a semi-group 8,

8 = 80=>S1=> ... =>8r

and S^T^T^ ...=>Ta

have isomorphic refinements.

The required refinements are, respectively,

S = S o o ^ o i ^ ... = > ^ = S10^ ... =>Sra,

8 = T a p T a P ... ̂  = T01=> ... ^Tra,

where 8iJc = Si+1 v (S, A Tk), Tiik = Tk+1 v (Tk A St).

For, by Lemma 1-323, Si>k - Siik+1 S Ti>k - Ti+hk.

Then, if we define a composition series to be a series without refinements, we
obtain as a corollary from the above that all composition series of S are
isomorphic.

As in the theory of groups, it may be shown that a necessary and sufficient
condition for 8 to have a composition series is that the maximal and minimal
chain conditions should hold for the ideals of 8.
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1 -4. A semi-group 8 in which the product of any two elements of S is the zero
of S, we term a zero semi-group.

It is clear that the zero semi-group of order 2 (the order is equal to the number
of elements) has no proper ideals. It is not easy to classify this semi-group with
the other semi-groups having this property. Accordingly, following Albert's
usage in the theory of algebras, we define a simple semi-group to be a semi-group
having no proper ideals, and which is not the zero semi-group of order 2.

1-5. In this paragraph we limit ourselves to semi-groups of finite order.
Suschkewitsch has defined the "Kerngruppe" of a semi-group as follows. Let

y run through all the elements of S. Consider the sets yS. There exist elements
yi,---,yt for which the number of elements in yS is a minimum, say r. Suschke-
witsch terms the set-theory union K oiy^S, ...,ytS, the "Kerngruppe" of S.

It is clear that KS £ K. Let a Be any element of S. Then aytS cannot contain
more than r, and hence contains exactly r elements. Hence ayt is one of the
elements yv ...,yl and so ayi8<^K. If we let a run through the elements of 8,
and let i vary from 1 to t we obtain the result SKcK. Hence K is an ideal,
although not necessarily a proper ideal, of 8.

Let x = ytz be an element of K. Then xyjS — ytzyjS^ytS. Hence, by the
definition of yt, xy}8 = yt8, and hence, summing over j , we have xK = ytS.
Repeating the same argument, if u = ykv, uxK = yk8, and, summing over k, we
have KxK = K for every x<= K.

Suppose that K* is an ideal (not necessarily proper) of K and that x is an
element of K*. Then K = KxK s KK*K £ K*. Whence K = K*. Hence it follows
immediately that K can have no ideal other than itself, and as a consequence can
contain no other ideal of S than itself. Hence K is a minimal ideal of 8. This defines
K uniquely. For if Klt K2 were two minimal ideals of 8, then K±K2 would be an
ideal of S contained in both, which is impossible unless Kx = K2. It is clear from
this new characterization of the "Kerngruppe" that the set K' defined similarly
in terms of the sets Sy is equal to K.

If S has a zero 0, it is clear from the above that K consists of the element 0
alone. If 8 has no zero, it is clear that K cannot have a zero (for this would be an
ideal of K not equal to K). Hence K must be a simple semi-group without a zero.
Further, if S is a simple semi-group without a zero, it contains no ideal other than
itself (we are not here assuming ideals to be proper ideals) and hence K must equal
8. Hence the class of "Kerngruppen" is identical with the class of finite simple
semi-groups without a zero, together with the zero semi-group of order 1.

2-1. We now prove two simple lemmas, both essentially due to Wedderburn,
about semi-groups in general.

LEMMA 2-11. A necessary and sufficient condition for a semi-group 8 to be simple
is that SxS = Sfor all non-zero x of 8.

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0305004100017436 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0305004100017436


On semi-groups 393

Suppose that the condition is not satisfied. Then there exists an element z
of S such that, for some non-zero x of S, SxS £ z. Let T be the set of all x such
that SxS$z.

Then clearly TS^T, STQ T. Hence, since T contains some non-zero x and
since S is simple, S = T.

Hence S3 = STS^z. Therefore 83¥=S. Whence 8**8 (since, if S2 = 8,
S3 = SS2 = 8). Hence 82 is an ideal of S. Since S is simple, S2 is not a proper
ideal. Nor is it the zero ideal (that consisting of the zero element alone). Hence we
have a contradiction. Hence S = SxS for all non-zero x of S.

The condition is sufficient since, if T is a proper ideal of S and if a; is a non-
zero element of T, we have SxS £ T, which contradicts SxS = S.

LEMMA 2-12. / / S is simple, and e is a non-zero idempotent of S, then eSe
is simple also.

For let T be a proper ideal of eSe. Then ST8 c S, since

eSTSe = eSeTeSe^T^eSe,

and so STS is a proper or zero ideal of S. But, since 8TS ^> eTe = T, it cannot be
the zero ideal of S. Hence, if eSe is not simple, neither is S, i.e. the simplicity of
S implies that of eSe.

2-2. We say that a non-zero idempotent c of S is under an idempotent / , if
eSe ̂ fSf, or (what is the same thing) ef = fe = e.

We say that an idempotent e is primitive in S if there is no non-zero idem-
potent of S under e.

We say that a semi-group S is completely simple if it satisfies the following
three conditions:

(i) I t is simple.
(ii) If a; is any element of S, there exist idempotents e, / such that xe = x,

fx = x. Or, what is equivalent, every element x of 8 belongs to at least one set
fSe, where e,f are idempotents.

(iii) There is a primitive idempotent/under every non-primitive idempotent
cof S.

The next part of this paper is concerned with the structure of completely
simple semi-groups.

2-3. Every idempotent of a completely simple semi-group is primitive.
Combining Lemma 2-12 with 2-2 (iii), we see that, if e is a non-zero idempotent

of S, then eSe is a simple semi-group with an identity e and containing a primitive
idempotent/. Then it is clearly sufficient to show that e = / .

Since eSe is simple, there exist .a;, x such that xfx = c, and we can choose x, x
so that xf = x,fx =• x. Then xx = e. Further xfx = / . For if xfx = g, then g2 = g,
and g¥=0, since otherwise / = (fxx)2 = O. Further fg = gf = g. Therefore, since /
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is primitive, /' = g. Then f — efe = x.xfx.x = xfx = e. Hence we may replace
2-2 (iii) by the simpler but equivalent condition:

(iii)' Every idempotent of 8 is primitive.

2-4. The additional restrictions placed on a simple semi-group in the definition
of a completely simple semi-group may seem rather arbitrary. The following
lemma indicates one important class of simple semi-groups, which are completely
simple.

LEMMA 2-4. If S is a simple semi-group all of whose elements are of finite order,
then 8 is completely simple.

Let x be any non-zero element of 8. Then, since S is simple, there exist b, c,
such that bxc = x. Then, by a simple induction, bnxcn = x for all integers n. Then,
by a remark in § 2, we may choose r, s such that e = br and/ = c8 are idempotents.
Then x = br"xcrs = e"xfr = exf. Hence ex = x = xf, and so 8 satisfies 2-2 (ii).

Let e be any non-zero idempotent of S. Let/ be any non-zero idempotent con-
tained in eSe. Then, since eSe is simple, there exist x, x, in eSe, such that xfx = e,
and xf = x,fx = x. Then xx = xfx = e. Then by induction, since xex = e, we have
af/af = e. Then as above we can choose r such that g = xT and h = W are idem-
potents, and so gfh = e. Then, since e is the identity of eSe, we have-

g = ge=g.gfh = gfh = e.

Similarly h = e. Hence e = efe = /. Thus e is the only non-zero idempotent con-
tained in eSe, and e must be primitive, i.e. 2-3 (iii)' and the equivalent 2-2 (iii)
are satisfied. Hence 8 is completely simple.

2-5. Let S be any semi-group. Adjoin to S an idempotent 0, and define
Ox = xO = 0. Then we term the semi-group S' thus obtained 8 with zero
adjoined, or simply 8 with zero. If 8 is a group, we term 8' a group with zero.
Then we have

LEMMA 2-5. A completely simple semi-group S with an identity 1 is either a
group or group with zero.

Let a; be a non-zero element of S. Then, since S is simple, there exist elements
b, c, such that bxc = 1. Then xcb, cbx are idempotents. But, by the definition of a
completely simple semi-group, 1 is a primitive idempotent and so must be the
only non-zero idempotent of 8. Hence xcb = cbx = 1, and every non-zero element
x has an inverse x~x = cb. Further, the non-zero elements of 8 form a semi-group.
For if xy = 0, where 0 is the zero of 8 and a;^ O, we have x~hcy = x-10 = 0, and
x~*xy = \y = y. Thus the product of two non-zero elements of 8 is not zero.
Hence the non-zero elements of 8 form a semi-group with identity, all of whose
elements have inverses, i.e. 8 is a group or group with zero.
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Corollary. If S is completely simple and e is a non-zero idempotent of S, then
eSe is a group or group with zero. For eSe is then completely simple and has the
identity e.

2-6. The following lemmas are based on analogous lemmas of Wedderburn in
the theory of algebras, and are essentially the same in proof.

LEMMA 2-61. / / e,f, g are non-zero idempotents of a simple semi-group S, then
(i) eSffSg = eSg, and
(ii) eSf contains at least one non-zero element.

(i) This follows immediately, since SfS = S, by Lemma 2-11.
(ii) If eSf contained only the zero of S, the same would be true of

eSe = eSffSe,
and this is clearly false", since eSe contains the non-zero element e.

We now make the following notational conventions. We denote non-zero
idempotents of a completely simple semi-group S by e,f, g, with or without
suffixes, and these symbols are used exclusively for this purpose. This convention
is adopted for the rest of the paper. For the remainder of this section we
denote the set of elements of ef Se^ by Ay. Elements of Atj are denoted by the use
of the suffixes i,j; for example, xiy The set of non-zero elements of Ait is denoted

LEMMA 2-62. (i) If x^O, then A^x^ = Au and x^A^ = A}i

(ii) / / xi} ,6 0 and xik ^ 0, then x^x^ =£ 0.
(iii) / / x i t ^ 0 , then xitAik = Aik and Akixit = Aki.
(*•) Vyipyii'Vikiyki^O, then Vij^ikVki = Au and ynAuyik = Ajk.

(i) Let Atixti.= P. Then, since A^P = AiiAiixii = Atixiik (by Lemma
2-61 (i)), which contains e^x^ = Xjt, P must contain an element of A*it say xti.
Then P = AiiAijxji = AiiP'zAiixii = Au, the last step following from the
corollary to Lemma 2-5. Hence Atixit = Au. Similarly xitAti = Aw.

(ii) By (i), there exists a yki such that xjkykj = e}, since xik^0. Hence
xijxjkVkj = Xtf^O. Therefore x^x^^O.

(iii) xijAjk = XyAftA^ = AHAik = Aik; A^x^ = A^A^x^ = AkiAti = Akj.
(iv) Apply (iii) twice.

LEMMA 2-63. The groups A*t are isomorphic to one another.
Choose any two such groups Aft, Afr Let yti be a non-zero element of Atj.

There exists such an element by Lemma 2-61 (ii). Then, by 2-62 (i), there exists,
in Atl. a non zero element y}i such that y^y^ = e{. Then y^y^ is an idempotent
in Ajj and is not zero hy 2-52 (ii). Hence y^y^ = et. Thus the correspondence
xu-*x}j = yjiXuyiit having the inverse xii^-xii = y^x^y^, defines an isomorphism
between A^ and Afi.
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2-7. LEMMA 2-7. The sets etS and e^S either have no non-zero elements in
common or are identical. Similarly for .the sets 8et and Se^.

For suppose e^, eft have the non-zero element x in common. Then it follows
from 2-2 (ii) and Lemma 2-62 (i) that there exists a non-zero element y such that
xy = 6j. Hence., since x = e±x, eiS'SxS^xyS = et8. Similarly ejSsetS, and
so etS = ejS.

As a consequence of this lemma it follows that the idempotents fall into classes,
two idempotents eit ê  belonging to the same class if ei 8 = e^ 8, and to different
classes if ef$, ey# have no non-zero elements in common. We denote the sets
et S,... by the symbol R with a suffix, for example R{, and we adopt the conven-
tion that if the suffixes are distinct the sets are distinct. Similarly the sets Sei

u i e denoted by L with a suffix. The symbol Ay is now used to denote Rt A LJ.

2-8. Let S be a semi-group with a zero. (If 8 has no zero, we may consider the
semi-group consisting of 8 with zero adjoined.) Let L, M be two sets, whose ele-
ments are to be used as suffixes. Let A be a set of elements aik of 8, i varying
over L, k over M. We term A an (L, M) matrix with elements in 8. We also denote
the matrix whose general element is xik by (xik); and the matrix for which xik = 0
(the zero of 8) for all pairs (i, k) except one, say (a, b), for which x^ = x, is denoted
by (z)ab-

Let A = (oM) be an (L, M) matrix and B = (bik) an (M, N) matrix, both
matrices having elements in S. Suppose that, for any i, k, at most one of the
products aii bik is not zero. Define cik to be equal to the non-zero product ait bjk if it
exists and 0 (the zero of S) if no such product exists. Then we term the (L, N)
matrix G = (cik) the product of A, B and write G = AB.

Now suppose that 8 is a semi-group with an identity 1. Let A be an (L, M)
matrix subject to the following restrictions:

(i) For any suffixj of L, exactly one aik does not vanish; and, for any suffix I
of M, exactly one aa does not vanish.

(ii) If aik does not vanish, then it possesses an inverse. Then we term A a re-
versible matrix. If (ii) is replaced by the stronger condition that every non-zero
aik = 1, we term A a permutation matrix. It is clear that a necessary and
sufficient condition for there to be reversible {L, M) matrices is that L and M
should have the same cardinal.

We have the almost trivial
LEMMA 2-8. / / A = (alk) is a reversible (L,M) matrix, then there exists a re-

versible (M, L) matrix A* = (a£f) such that AA*, A*A are both permutation
matrices.

Define a%\ = a^,1, if aik ^ O,

= 0, if a i f c=0.
Then A* = (ajff) is the required matrix, and is termed the inverse of A.
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It is also clear that the product of an (L, M) reversible matrix and an (M, N)
reversible matrix exists and is an (L, N) reversible matrix.

Let A be an (L, M) matrix and A* an (2/*, M*) matrix. Then we term A, A*
equivalent matrices if there exist a reversible (L*, L) matrix P and a reversible
(M, M*) matrix Q such that A* = PAQ. The justification of the use of the term
equivalent is almost immediate.

We also require the following definition. Let <j> be an automorphism of S and
denote the element corresponding to x in (j> by x<j>. Then, if A = (aik) is a matrix
with elements in 8, we write A<j> for the matrix {aik<f>) and term A.<j> an automorph
of A.

2-9. Let 8 be a semi-group, whose elements are the set of all the (L, M)
matrices (x)^, x varying over the non-zero elements of a group with zero G, to-
gether with the (L, M) matrix O, all of whose elements equal the zero of G, and
in which multiplication is defined in the following manner:

P = (pki) being an (M, L) matrix with elements in G, and the multiplication on
the right being the matrix multiplication of 2-8. Then it is easily verified that this
definition of multiplication satisfies the associative law. We term 8 a matrix semi-
group over G, with defining matrix P. If P satisfies the conditions that for every
suffix I of M, at least one pH ̂  0 (the zero of G), and that for every suffix j of L at
least one pki # 0, we term S a regular matrix semi-group, over G.

With the element (a;)^ of S are associated the suffixes a, bo£L,M respectively.
We term these the first and second suffixes of (x)^. Then, from the definition of
multiplication, it follows that the first suffix of a product is the first suffix of its
first term and the second suffix of a product is the second suffix of its last term.
Hence the set of all elements with a given first suffix a together with the zero
matrix (which may be considered to have arbitrary suffixes) form a right ideal
Ra, and those with a given second suffix b a left ideal 1%. If S is regular, then there
exists apka =(= 0, and accordingly pj£ exists for some k. Then (pka)ak *B anon-zero
idempotent; and since (x)^ = ( ^ ^ ( a O ^ . w e h a v e J2O = (Pk^)ak8. Similarly there
is a j such t h a t ^ 1 exists and Lj, = S(p^)jb. Further A^ = Ra <=• 1% is a sub-semi-
group of S. If pba = 0, then (x)ab (y)ab = (0)^ = O, i.e. A^ is a zero semi-group,
since O is clearly the zero of S, and a fortiori of A^. If pba^ 0, then the corre-
spondence (xp^)^—>% is an isomorphism between G and A^.

By direct calculation it follows that all non-zero idempotents of S are of the
form (p^jic- Hence, by the above, it follows that the set eS, where e is an idem-
potent of 8, is the set of all elements having a certain first suffix, and Se is the set
of elements with a certain second suffix. Also eSe is isomorphic with G.

THEOREM 2-91. / / two regular matrix semi-groups S and 8* over G, with defining
matrices P, P*, are isomorphic, then P* is equivalent to an automorph of P. Con-
versely, if P* is equivalent to an automorph of P, 8* is isomorphic with S.
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Let P = (pki) be an (L, M) matrix and let P* = (,p*v) be an (27, M') matrix.
Let a be an isomorphic mapping of S on S* and denote the image of an element
(x)ab of # in this mapping by (x)aba.

The set Bit of elements of S with the given first suffix i, is*the set eS, e being a
non-zero idempotent of S. Then Rta = (ea) S*, and so, since ea is a non-zero
idempotent of S*, Bta = i2J, -B* being the set of elements of S* with a given first
suffix i'. This fact shows that a defines a mapping of L in L', and since a is an iso-
morphism, this mapping is a 1-1 correspondence between L and L'. Write this
correspondence i<—>• i', (i<=L,i'<= L'). Similarly a 1-1 correspondence k<—>k'
may be defined between M and M'.

Then, by the definition of these correspondences, Aik a = A^j... But Aik (or A*k>)
is isomorphic with G, if pki (or p^.t) is not zero; and is a zero semi-group if pki

(or p*-i>) is zero. Hence pki = 0 implies p%v = 0 and vice versa.
Choose a, 6 from L, M so that pba # 0. (This is possible by the assumption of

regularity.) Then, by the above, p*a'¥=O.
Denote the isomorphic mappings of G on A^A*,,,,, given by %->(%Pba)ab>

x-> {%p*>a*)arb'> respectively, by <j>, xjr. Then y = (petty-1 is an automorphism of G.
Introduce the elements

lib = (Pba)ib> mak = (!)a*. l*b' = (P*'a')i'b'> m*k' - U W '

1 being the identity of G. Then

(The image of an element a; in a mapping ft is denoted by xfi.)
W r i t e

(2-912)

Then, since l%b., m*.k> are non-zero elements of S*, cit dk are non-zero elements
of G. Then, using the fact that a, <j>, \jr, and their inverses are all isomorphisms,
we have ^ = ( p * ^ a - i ) a f - i = (m^V^ar^)4>-*y,

since a^~x = <j>~1y by definition of y, and by (2-912). Thus

PU = ( w J * ' * - 1 ^ * - 1 ) ^ ^ = {(^Jafc

Write uk = dky, v{ = {CfP^y, and define the (M',M) matrix U over G by
U = {uvk), where ufc,ft = dky, uVk = 0 (i '#^), and the (L, L') matrix V = (vir)
by v-a- — (ciPba)y> vij' = 0 ( j '#i ' )- Then U,V are reversible matrices and the
above shows that P* = UPyV, i.e. P* is equivalent to the automorph Py of P.

Conversely, if P* = UPyV, then, since U, V are reversible matrices, there
exist inverses U"1, V-1, and the correspondence (a;)^-*—•V-1(a;>')a6U-1 is an iso-
morphism between S and S*. The verification is left to the reader.
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The relevance of the introduction of matrix semi-groups depends on the next
two theorems.

THEOREM 2-92. A regular matrix semi-group S over a group with zero G is
completely simple.

Let the-elements of S be (L, M) matrices and let P = (pki) be the defining
matrix. Let (x)^ be a non-zero element of S, so that a; is a non-zero element of G
and so has an inverse x~x. Let (t/)^ be any element of 8. Then, since 8 is regular,
there exists a in M, ft in L, such that paa,pbfi are non-zero elements of G and so
have inverses. Then (yp~x\ca {x)^ {pb^x~x)fiA = (y)^. Hence, by Lemma 2-11, S is
simple.

Secondly, with a,fi as above, we have (x)^ = (PacDaaWabiPbft/ib- As has
already been shown, (pZa)aa> (Pbp)fib a r e non-zero idempotents of S. Hence the
above equation shows that the second condition for complete simplicity is
satisfied.

Thirdly, let e = (p^ab, f = (p<ut)cd ^ e * w o non-zero idempotents of 8. Then if
ef = fe = / , clearly a = c, b = d and pba = p^. Hence all idempotents of S are
primitive and so the third condition for complete simplicity is satisfied.

THEOREM 2-93. A completely simple semi-group 8, with zero, is isomorphic
with a regular matrix semi-group over a group G with zero. G is isomorphic with eSe,
e being any non-zero idempotent of 8.

Let e be any idempotent of S, and let Ra = eS, Lb .= Se, so that A^ = eSe is
a group with zero.

Let G be a group isomorphic with A^, and let

Z<^Xab> X^G, Xah^Art (2-931)

be an isomorphic correspondence between G and A^.
From each of the sets A^ choose a non-zero element qak and, from each of the

sets Aa, a non-zero element pib. The possibility of this choice involves Zennelo's
axiom. Then by Lemma 2-62 (iv), we h&vep^A^q^ = Aik, so that every element
xik of 8 can be expressed in the form Pib%abQaic

Further, there exist pbi,qka, such thatpMpi 6 = e = qakqka. Thus if

xik = PibxabQak>

then x^

Hence the above expression is unique.
The element qakPu, is clearly an element in A^. Denote its correlate in G in the

correspondence (2-931) by aH. Denote the (M, L) matrix (aw) by A, M, L being
the sets of suffixes of the Lk and Rt respectively.
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Consider the regular matrix semi-group S* over G, whose elements are the
(L, M) matrices (x)ik, and whose denning matrix is A. Correlate with the matrix
(x)ik the element p^x^q^ of S.

Then clearly the correspondence (x)ile<—>pibxabqak is an isomorphism be-
tween 8 and 8*. Hence the theorem is proved.

Corollary. If 8 is a completely simple group without zero, then S is isomorphic
to the semi-group of non-zero elements of a matrix semi-group over a group with
zero. For if we adjoin a zero to a completely simple semi-group it remains com-
pletely simple.

In conclusion, I would like to express my gratitude to Mr P. Hall, both for
his encouragement, while this paper was being written, and his very considerable
assistance in preparing the paper for publication.
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