Building Bridges across the

Wyn Grant, Political Studies Association

hen I began my three-year term as

PSA chair (the equivalent of APSA
president) in 2005, one of my stated
priorities was to build a closer relation-
ship with APSA. Not only are most of the
world’s political scientists located in the
United States, but many of their British
equivalents are members of APSA and
attend the organisation’s Annual Meeting.
Indeed, PSA provides funding to help its
members attend and nominates an annual
panel in conjunction with APSA. Yet
relationships between the two organisa-
tions had been relatively ad hoc and
fragmentary. Fortunately, our prioritiza-
tion of this issue coincided with APSA’s
recent emphasis on extending, renewing,
and enhancing its international outreach.
Hence, it has been possible to build an ef-
fective working relationship, even though
APSA is a much larger and better-funded
organization.

Membership of the PSA has increased
substantially in recent years. At the end of
1998, PSA had 876 members; by the end
of 2005, PSA had
1,554 members. The
PSA, a registered
charity, operates on
an annual budget
of a little under
$730,000, of which
just over 60% comes
from Blackwell Pub-
lishing, the publisher
of its four journals.
The organisation
operates from an of-
fice of the University
of Newcastle in the
northeast of England
and has two full-time
staff plus part-tim-
ers and consultants.

In addition to its work as a publisher of
scholarly journals, the PSA presents an
Awards Ceremony honouring political
practitioners. Gordon Brown, the Chan-
cellor of the Exchequer, was honoured as
Politician of the Year at this year’s Award
Ceremony; he used the occasion to make
a major speech on
Britishness.

PSA’s relation-
ship with the APSA
developed over a
series of discussions
at the APSA Annual
Meeting. Michael
Brintnall, executive
director of APSA,
and Bahram Rajaee,
international and
external relations
director of APSA, or-
ganised and attended
these meetings. The
meetings helped
identify areas where
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the two associations could work more
closely together. In recognition of our
closer relationship, PSA, with the support
of Blackwell Publishing, co-sponsored
the main reception at APSA’s centennial
conference in Chicago in August 2004.
PSA has displayed its publications and
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literature in the Annual Meeting’s book
exhibit each year and we know from the
comments of individual APSA members
that our presence is appreciated.

Michael Brintnall attended the PSA
annual conference at Leicester in 2003
and Bahram Rajaee came to the annual
conference in Lincoln in 2004. Both visits
furthered the informal exchange of ideas.
At the Leeds conference in 2005, APSA
President Margaret Levi gave a plenary
address and participated in a round table
presenting the APSA task force report on
American Democracy in an Age of Rising
Inequality. We also discussed areas for
future cooperation, including drawing
on APSA’s experience in fostering equal
opportunities and diversity within the
professional organization, an area where
there is much for us to do.
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APSA Establishes Targeted International Membership Rate

On April 9, the APSA Council voted to approve a new membership rate for schol-
ars residing outside high-income societies. The new rate reflects the Council’s
continuing support for the Committee on International Political Science’s recom-
mendations for internationalizing the Association. The new annual rate of $40 will
be in effect for a period of three years, after which the rate will be reevaluated by the
Committee. Individual political scientists in eligible countries can take advantage of
the new membership category, which entails full APSA membership.

The aim of the new membership rate is to provide scholars located in resource-
constrained parts of the world with the opportunity to benefit from APSA member-
ship. Currently, the lowest APSA membership rate for individuals is $78 (plus $15
postage). Membership through this new targeted category is restricted to scholars
from all but the highest-income countries; scholars who are citizens of or working
in the following countries classified as high-income by the World Bank will not be
eligible for the new rate:

Australia Greece New Zealand
Austria Iceland Norway
Belgium Ireland Portugal

Canada Italy Spain

Denmark Japan Sweden

Finland Korea, Rep. Switzerland
France Luxembourg United Kingdom
Germany Netherlands United States

For comments or more information contact Bahram Rajaee, APSA director of
international and external relations (brajaee @apsanet.org), or visit www.apsanet.org.

Margaret Levi Leads APSA Visit With Indian Political
Scientists

Following an APSA policy commitment to strengthening cross-national partner-
ships, and to broaden these partnerships beyond so-called high income countries,
Margaret Levi and Ashutosh Varshney, chair of APSA’s International Committee,
met in India in April with leading Indian political scholars. The primary purpose

of the visit was to explore possibilities of cross-border scholarly interaction and
exchanges.

The meetings were organized around four clusters of scholars (10-15 per cluster)
discussing themes of democracy, governance, security, and political theory. Each
cluster made a presentation about the state of Indian political science research as
related to that cluster’s theme, followed by an exploration of the possibilities of mu-
tually beneficial interaction between American and Indian political scientists. Levi
also gave two public addresses, the first on the presidency of George W. Bush, and
the second on Outsourcing, Homesourcing, and American Labor Politics.

In recognition of APSA’s drive to increase international membership in non-
OECD countries, Levi and Varshney introduced a new discounted membership rate

for targeted international members, as recommended by the International Committee.
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APSA International

Membership

COUNTRY MEMBERS
Canada 359
United Kingdom 272
Japan 221
Germany 148
South Korea 57
Netherlands 53
Australia 45
Italy 43
Sweden 43
France 39
Israel 39
Switzerland 36
Norway 36
Mexico 33
Taiwan 29
Denmark 29
Brazil 26
Belgium 26
Spain 25
Ireland 24
New Zealand 16
Turkey 16
Singapore 14
Austria 14
Greece 13
Portugal 12
Hong Kong, China 10
Nigeria 10
Finland 10
Scotland 9
Chile 8
Russia 7
Egypt 7
China 7
Thailand 6
Lebanon 6
Ukraine 5
Philippines 4
Venezuela 4
Argentina 4
Peru 4
Hungary 4
Bulgaria 4
Armenia 4

Colombia, S. Africa, India, Poland,
Indonesia, Croatia, Serbia, N. Ireland 3

Jamaica, El Salvador, Pakistan, Czech
Republic, United Arab Emirates, Gha-
na, Bahrain, Romania, Luxembourg,
Cyprus, Kyrgyzstan 2

Trinidad & Tobago, Costa Rica, Malay-
sia, Paraguay, Iceland, Andorra, Camer-
oon, Latvia, Togo, Uganda, Macedonia,
Slovak Republic, Tajikistan, Uzbeki-

stan, Malta, Estonia 1
TOTAL 1,843
PS July 2005
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Upcoming International Events

2005

August 11-13: Nordic Political Science Association, 14th NoP-
SA Conference, Reykjavik, Iceland, http://sockom.helsinki.fi/
NOPSA/iceland05.html.

August 24-27: First Annual Global International Stud-

ies Conference, Bilgi University, Istanbul, Turkey,
www.siyasiilimler.org/; www.essex.ac.uk/ecpr/events/wisc/
proposals.aspx.

August 31-September 3: Conference of the European
Group of Public Administration (EGPA), Bern, Switzerland,
www.iiasiisa.be/egpa/agacc.htm.

September 5-9: UNESCO: International Forum on the
Social Science/Policy Nexus, Buenos Aires, Argentina,
www.unesco.org/shs/ifsp.

September 11-14: Human Development and Capability Asso-
ciation (HDCA), International Conference on the Capability Ap-
proach, Paris and Versailles, France, www.hd-ca.org/conference/
conference_intro.php?page_builder=hdca.

September 8-11: European Consortium for Political Research,
Third ECPR Conference, Budapest University of Economic Sci-
ences, Hungary, www.essex.ac.uk/ecpr/.

September 30-October 1: Annual Meeting of the Inter-
national Studies Association-West, Las Vegas, Nevada,
www.usafa.af.mil/dfps/Bios/pilch.htm.

September 30-October 2: Terrorism, Democracy, & Empire:
A Political Theory Conference, Carleton University, Ottawa,
Canada, http://chat.carleton.ca/~grhowell/a_political_theory_
conference.htm.

October 6-8: European Studies Conference, Omaha, Nebraska,
www.unomaha.edu/esc.

October 17-21: International Metropolis Conference, Toronto,
Canada, www.toronto.ca/metropolis/.

November 16-20: Association for Canadian Studies in the U.S.,
18th Biennial Conference, St. Louis, Missouri, www.acsus.org.

November 17-20: African Studies Association Annual Meet-
ing, Washington, D.C., www.africanstudies.org/.

November 19: International Studies Association-Northeast and
Northeast American Political Science Association, Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania, www.american.edu/isa-ne/papers.html.

November 19-22: Middle East Studies Association 39th An-
nual Meeting, Washington, D.C., w3fp.arizona.edu/mesassoc/.

2006

April 4-6: Political Studies Association of the United King-
dom, Annual Conference, University of Reading, UK, http:
/Iwww.psa.ac.uk/con_and_app/psaconf.htm.

April 6-9: Association for Asian Studies, Annual Meeting, San
Francisco, California, http://www.aasianst.org/annmtg.htm.

July 9-14: International Political Science Association, 20th
World Congress, Fukuoka, Japan, www.fukuoka2006.com.

September 7-9: European Consortium for Political Research,
First ECPR Graduate Conference, University of Essex, UK,
http://www.essex.ac.uk/ECPR//events/graduateconference/
index.asp.
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