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The contributions to the forty-sixth volume of  Anglo-Saxon 
England focus on various aspects of  Anglo-Saxon culture 
and history across a period from the seventh to the eleventh 
century. The volume begins with a discussion of  the influence 
of  Cassiodorus and the Antiquitates Judaicae of  Flavius Josephus 
on two illuminations from the first quire of  the Codex Amiatinus, 
followed by an analysis of  the use that Bede makes, in his Historia 
ecclesiastica, of  dating formulas to structure the work and associate 
it with earlier historiography. Two contributions consider Beowulf 
and its immediate manuscript-context, the first focusing on the 
spellings of  the second scribe, and the next on the later history 
of  the manuscript into the sixteenth century, so facilitating its 
survival to this day. The Old English language and the challenges 
of  lexicography are raised in an essay that argues that the accepted 
definitions of  the adjective ambyre and its associated adverb, 
amberlice, each of  which is attested just once, should carry precisely 
the opposite senses to those primarily given. King Alfred is central 
to two discussions that argue respectively that the text of  Asser's 
Life of  King Alfred influenced the tenth-century Welsh poem Armes 
Prydein Vawr, and that the Second English Coronation Ordo, 
previously thought to date from early in Æthelstan's reign, should 
in fact be placed in Alfred's, in the mid- or late 890s. The study 
of  a fragment of  a tenth-century sacramentary offers tantalizing 
new evidence for the role of  music in Anglo-Saxon England, 
while consideration of  charter-evidence in both Latin and Old 
English from Worcester c. 870 to 992, a period of  great cultural 
and political change, sheds fresh light on institutional interaction 
between the two main languages of  Anglo-Saxon England. The 
bilingual theme continues in an analysis of  the use made by 
Wulfstan in composing his Old English Sermo Lupi of  a number 
of  Latin tracts, one of  which, the De ueneratione sacerdotum is here 
edited for the first time. Finally, a detailed study of  English landed 
society before and after the Norman conquest has resulted in new 
perspectives, supported by maps, on landed wealth in England in 
1066 and 1086. Each article is preceded by a short abstract.
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King Alfred is a major theme of the latest volume of 
Anglo-Saxon England, with studies of his possible infl uence 
on the composition of the Chronicle, the literary technique 
of the Metres of Boethius, and the legends of his fl ight to 
the marshes and rescue by St Neot. The later 
developments of the Chronicle, including its poetry and its 
context in the royal court, are explored further in two 
articles, along with important new evidence of Aldhelm’s 
visit to Rome and its infl uence on his poetry, a striking 
new identifi cation of some early manuscript fragments 
and an analysis of the presentation of the mind in Old 
English poetry. The volume includes a report of the ISAS 
conference in Newfoundland in 2009, and ends with the 
bibliography of publications for the year 2009, in all 
branches of Anglo-Saxon studies.
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Anglo-Saxon England is recognised universally as the foremost regular publication in 
its fi eld. It is the only one which consistently embraces all the main aspects of 
Anglo-Saxon history and culture – linguistic, literary, textual, palaeographic, 
religious, intellectual, historical, archaeological and artistic – and which promotes 
the more unusual interests – musical, medicinal or educational, for example. Every 
volume provides a systematic bibliography of all the works published in each branch 
of Anglo-Saxon studies during the preceding twelve months.
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