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farm bills (2020), 5, 153, 159–160, 
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farmer suicides, 4, 6, 17, 153
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gatekeeping, 11, 21, 52–56
ghee, 48, 98
goonda(s), 68, 79
goonda raj, 31–32
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Gounders, 41
Governmentality, 169
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gram panchayat, 19, 29, 38, 41, 59, 

62–64, 66–69,71, 73, 75–80, 84–85, 
103–105, 114–115, 120, 155
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grassroots empowerment, 141
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102, 132, 136, 139, 148, 151
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halka, 39
Hazare, Anna, 167
hereditary

“agriculturalist tribes”, 132–133
caste hierarchies, 3

hierarchical attachment, 9
high-yielding variety (HYV) seeds, 
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Hindu Banias, 25
Hindus/Hinduism, 5, 25, 91, 131, 

133–135, 138, 149, 168

Hindu Varna system, 131
Hindutva/Hindu nationalism, 17, 168, 

170
-infused nationalism, 168
housing estates/peri-urban lands, 
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institutional capture/elite capture, 16, 
21, 38, 57, 59, 109, 114, 159

Ibbetson, Denzil, 131–132
Idea of India, The, 7
illegal migration, 4
impartial constituency work, 94–95
India Against Corruption, 167
India

three-tier Panchayati Raj structure, 
19

heroin seizures, 37
Indian Penal Code, Section 374, 51
Indian political behavior, 9
industrial

activity, 20
capital, 36
stagnation, 4

informal credit/moneylending, 24–25, 
36–37

informality/informal sector, 16, 
108–109, 123–125, 128

employment, 7–8, 18, 104
interest-free loan, 31
interlinked transactions/interlinked 

markets, 24–25, 158
international migration, 23, 27

jagirdari mansikta, 81
Jat farmers, 12, 18, 45–47, 51–52, 71, 

154–155, 157–159, 165
Jat hegemony, 156
Jat sarpanches, 71
Jat Sikhs, 15, 27, 38, 45–47, 57–58, 91, 
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farmer identity, 59
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jobless growth, 7
Jogi Nath, 81
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Kambohs, 133
Kant, Shahi, 33
Kejriwal, Arvind, 166
Khalistani insurgency, 3
Khalsa Diwan, 151
kharab, 46
kulak farmers, 154
kulli boli, 115
kurta pajamas, 144
kutta , 102

lakhs, 38–39, 101, 111, 116, 121, 137
Lallochi, 99

panchayat, 65–66
land ceilings, 22, 137
land grabbing, 4, 22, 34, 108, 155
landa, 25
landholdings, 12, 18, 169
landlessness, 13, 131–132, 169
landlordism, 3, 21, 38, 57
langars, 132
lassi, 48, 98
liquor trade/hooch/bootlegging, 31, 

53–54, 58, 157
local panchayats, 21
local patronage networks, 140, 147, 150
Lokpal bill, 167
lower-caste political unity, 136–137

mahol, 46
majoritarianism, 170

Make in India, 167
Mann, Bhagwant, 165
Marathas, 41, 44–45
Marginal holdings, 18
Mayawati, 138, 143
Mazbhi/Mazhbi Sikhs, 2, 50, 52, 106, 

132, 136, 138, 139, 151
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(MLA), 30, 34, 65, 67–68, 75, 83, 
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mere life, 170
Mial Khurd, 99
Mian Kalan, 98–99
middle-class Chamar leadership, 134
minimum support prices (MSP), 4, 
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subsidies, 36

misls, 90
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Mittal, Lakshmi , 168
Modi, Narendra, 6, 167–168, 170
mohalla clinics, 163
municipal politics, 28
murdabad, 98
Muslims/Islam, 8, 18, 59, 114, 129, 
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Mussalli(s), 106, 132
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National Front, 167
National Rural Employment 
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Nehruvian ideals, 9
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principle, 165–166
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non-resident Indians (NRIs),  
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Nurpur Jat Sikhs, 47
Nurpur Jats, 45–47
Nurpur panchayat, 30, 54
Nurpur Sansis, 47

Okkaligas, 43, 59
Other Backward classes (OBCs), 44, 

68–69, 81–85, 138
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75–76, 95, 161

panchayat, 21–22, 65–66, 70–71, 73, 
75–76, 78–84, 92, 95, 109, 115, 119, 
121–123, 141, 164–165

affairs, 77–78
elections, 54, 69, 70, 78, 82–83, 99, 
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Panchayati Raj, 62–64, 85
Panchayati Raj Act of 1993, 62-64,  
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Panchayati Raj Institutions (PRIs), 

15, 21, 27, 63–65, 84, 87, 89, 91, 93, 
95, 97, 99, 101, 103, 105, 107

panjabiyat (Punjabness), 91
Panthic, 5
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87, 89–92, 100, 101, 123–124, 127, 
133, 137, 139–140, 142, 147, 150, 158, 
163–164, 168, 170

Patronage as Politics in South Asia,  
124

corrupt cronyism, 124–125

patronage democracy, 91–92
patwaris, 92
peri-urban areas, 28
Persistence of Poverty in India, 11
perverse accountability, 16, 87, 106
phukki, 33, 55, 56, 151
PM Kisan Samman Nidhi, 169
political corruption, 4, 6, 10, 163
political patron(s), 27, 70, 76, 88, 111, 

115, 123, 164, 168
political patronage, 76, 123, 164, 168
politics of common sense, 150
Poona Act of 1932, 135
populism, 8–9
postcolonial state, 7–8
post-independence electoral politics, 
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power relations, 16, 57, 60, 106, 158
Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan 

Yojana (PMGKY), 169
Prasad, Laloo Yadav, 32
princelings, 28
Pro-Khalistan demonstrations, 162
Proletarianization, 47
PTC News, 98
Punjab

agrarian economy, 5
anti-establishment political forces, 
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Dalit subordination, 129–131
drug-related criminality, 33
employment crisis, 6
food grain production, 1, 20
governance issues, 6
gross domestic product (GDP)  

per capita, 2
Khalistani insurgency, 20
landholdings in, 18
political economy, 27
post-protest landscape, 162
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rich farmers, 20
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rural elite, 21
universal electrification, 2
wealthiest farmers, 22

Punjab Opioid Dependence Survey, 33
Punjab Panchayati Raj Act (1994), 

65–66, 85
Punjab Rural Water and Sanitation 

Project (PRWSS), 77
Punjab Unionist Party, 135, 149
Punjabi

Chamars, 134
politics, 15
rural politics, 14–15
villages, 2, 57

purity
-based discrimination, 16
and pollution, 132

pyaar, 87

qaum, 135
qurbani, 93

Radhasoami, 137
Rahtia Dalits, 134
Ram, Mangoo, 134–135, 149
Ram Temple, Ayodhya, 170
Ramdasias, 139, 151
Ramgharias/Ramgharia, 2, 3
Ravdasi/Ravidasias, 50, 83, 106, 135, 

139, 141–142
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business, 28, 143–144
investment, 30

real MSP growth, 23
rental income, 29
rent-seeking, 21, 26, 31, 38, 108, 171
reservations/caste-based reservations, 

126, 157, 159
rice mill/flour mill/brick kiln, 23, 32, 

50, 74, 75, 95
rich farmers

diversification strategies, 37

rich landowners, 21
Right to Information (RTI), 119, 123
ritual purity, 42, 60
Robber Noblemen, 90
rule of law, 8, 155
rule-bound bureaucratic procedures, 
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rural class differentiation, 21
rural life, 2, 46, 58
rural power, 41

architecture of, 22
relations, 13, 40
structures, 21

rural prosperity, 1–2
rural Punjab, 1–2, 14, 16, 40, 90, 95, 

100
power in, 56–59

saala, 102
Saansad Adarsh Gram Yojana 

(SAGY), 165
sabka saath, sabka vikas, 168
Sachar Committee Report, 18
Shiromani Akali Dal (SA)

member of legislative assembly 
(MLA), 68, 92

politicians, 31–32
tenure, 31
-BJP coalition, 5

Sainis, 133
Samajwadi Party, 138
Sansi inhabitants, 58
Sansi siris, 49–50
Sansis, 45–50, 53–56, 58, 60, 65, 67, 69, 
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Act, 83

secular democracy, 7
secularism, 91
Sekhon(s) Clan/Jats, 68–69, 81–85
Semi-medium holdings, 18
semi-structured interviews, 14
seva, 93
sevadar(s), 87, 141, 143
shadow states, 109–110, 113–114, 124
Shagun scheme, 92
shamlaat zameen, 114
sharecroppers, 3, 43, 47, 53
Shiromani Akali Dal murdabad 

(Death to the Shiromani Akali 
Dal), 98

Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak 
Committee (SGPC), 27, 39, 82

shuddi, 133
Shudras, 42
Sikh ethnonationalist sentiment, 17
Sikh militancy/Khalistani, 3, 5, 20, 

154, 160, 162
Sikh religious flag/Gurpreet Sahib, 
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Shiromani Akali Dal (SAD), 5, 
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184–185

Sikh separatists, Canada, 2023, 6
Sikhs/Sikhism, 5, 15, 27, 38, 45–47, 
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138–139, 149, 151, 153–154, 162,  
180

Sikhs
hereditary pollution, 132

silent revolution, 129–130, 137–139,  
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Singh Sabha, 151
Singh, Amritpal, 162
Singh, Balveer, 95–96
Singh, Captain Amarinder, 68, 148
Singh, Gurbachan, 34–35, 39, 96, 

98–99, 112–113, 126, 147
Singh, Khem, 122
Singh, Manmohan, 146, 152
Singh, V. P., 167
siri(s), 48–52, 61
small holdings, 18
social hierarchies, 42, 134
social immersion, 13
special economic zones, 108
sport utility vehicles (SUVs), 1
state policies, 18
state procurement, 24–25, 161
state-based financial flows, 36
States and Minorities, 158
station house officer (SHO), 146
structural transformation, 6, 155, 159, 

169–170
suwidha centers, 92

Tarkhans, 86
Tarn Taran, 156
Tat Khalsa, 151
technocratic populism, 166
technocratic populism/populism/

welfare populism, 8–9, 163, 166
tehsil, 12–13, 19, 26–27, 29, 35, 54, 70, 87, 

141–143, 145
tehsildar, 77, 112, 145–146
tibbas, 117
tractor, 2, 22–23, 31, 47, 95, 121, 160
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Trinamool Congress, 6
tube wells/submersible motors, 36, 77, 
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Tulewal gram panchayat, 120
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United Progressive Alliance (UPA), 
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untouchables, 42, 59, 131–136, 138
urban centers, 1, 8, 58, 111, 169
urban Hindu Balmiki Dalits, 139
urban middle-class lifestyles, 100
urban-oriented middle-class

feudal lifestyles, 41

varna, 42
Viksit Bharat 2047, 168
village common land (shamlaat 

zameen/nazool zameen), 64, 75, 
79, 86, 101, 113–117, 121, 123, 127, 
140–141, 155

village gurudwaras, 65
village panchayat, 53, 68, 141
VIP culture, 5
Virk, 60

Vokkaliga, 88
vote banks, 88–89, 102, 104

benefits, 89
vote-buying, 89
vote-seeking politicians, 10

ward-based village councilors 
(panchs), 63

welfare populism, 163

Yadavs, 41
Youth Akali Dal (YAD), 34, 96,  
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Yuvajana Sramika Rythu Congress 

Party (YSRCP), 6

Zameen Prapti Sangarsh 
Committee/land rights struggle 
committee, 140
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